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ADVERTISEMENT. 

The title of tnis work sufficiently indicates the 
use for which it is intended. Often has the writer 

been greatly refreshed and edified by works of a 

similar description; and it occurred to him, that a 

series of short exercises, on the person and work of 

Christ, would not fail to be acceptable and useful 

to the humble and devout believer. The author 

has endeavored to condense his thoughts as mucn 

as possible, so as to leave room for the reader’s 

extended reflections. And he thinks it scarcely 

possible for the mind to dwell on some subject di¬ 

rectly connected with Christ, every day in the year, 

without an increase of faith and love being the happy 

result. If the work should tend in any degree to 

exalt and magnify the Saviour, and lead his disciples 

to a more extended knowledge of his unrivalled 

glories, and to a more experimental acquaintance 

with his unspeakable benefits, the author will con¬ 

sider the end contemplated in its publication 

amply realised. 

3, St. John's Hood Grove, 

June 12 th, 1837. 
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THE GOLDEN POT OF MANNA, &c. 

January 1. 

CHRIST THE ALPHA. 

I am Alpha, (i. e. The Beginning.)—Rev. i. 8. 

How important to have right views of the blessed 

Redeemer. How desirable to understand his true 

character, so that our souls may be captivated with 

his glories, and that all our affections and desires 

may centre in him. The holy scriptures are ad¬ 

mirably adapted to effect this. There he is exhi¬ 

bited in all his dignity, loveliness, and beauty. Of 

the system of revelation, he is the great centre, the 

glorious orb of light, and life, and glory. He says, 

“I am Alpha.’* As that letter is the first of the 

Greek Alphabet, so he is the first letter in the Al¬ 

phabet of all true and saving knowledge. Christ is 

the Alpha of all the Divine Purposes and Coun¬ 

sels, respecting our world’s salvation. The eternal 

design or purpose of God, to redeem the world, 

“was made in Christ.” (Eph. iii. 11. See also Eph. 

i. 4., 2 Tim. i. 9.) Jesus is the Alpha of all the 

rich and precious promises. The first announce¬ 

ment of divine clemency referred to the Messiah, 

as the woman’s glorious conquering seed. (Gen. iii. 

15.) And all succeeding promises were made in 

E 



4 GOLDEN POT OF MANNA, 

and through him. <£A11 the promises of God in 

him.” (2 Cor. i. 20.) He is the Alpha of all the 

blessings and privileges of salvation. Before a ray 

of hope could visit our world, Christ must be pro 

spectively given by the Father. All mercy rests o* 

him as its only foundation. He redeemed mar. 

from going down to the pit. He satisfied all the 

honourable claims of the divine law. He shed his 

blood as a true sacrifice for guilt. He overcame 

all the adversaries of himself and the human family; 

conquered death, opened a passage through the 

tomb, and has exalted human nature, by placing it 

on the right hand of the Majesty on high. Hence 

we have pardon, gracious acceptance, adoption, 

peace, entire sanctification, and eternal life in his 

name. Ought not Christ to be the Preacher’s 

Alpha; the first in every sermon, the leading theme 

in every discourse ? The Worshippers’ Alpha • 

the first object in praise, meditation, and prayer ? 

The Christian’s daily Alpha; our first thoughts 

should ascend to him. He should possess our 

first affections, and always be to us the chiefest 

of ten thousand, yea the altogether lovely. Let 

Christ’s glory always be first sought, and his fa¬ 

vour be the constant subject of our solicitude and 

desires. 

“ I am the first, and I the last. 

Time centres all in me ; 

The mighty God, who was and is. 

And shall for ever be.” 



5 ur Christian’s portion. 

Jan. 2. 

GODHEAD OF JESUS. 

Who is over all, God blessed for ever, Amen.--Rom. ix. 5. 

A more sublime sentence, the Word of God does 

not contain. And as it is obviously applied to the 

Redeemer, his supreme Godhead is clearly estab¬ 

lished. To apply these words to any creature, 

however glorious and exalted, would be blasphemy 

itself. It is impossible to account for that darkness 

which pervades the minds of many on this great 

momentous subject. What idea of divinity is not 

here exhibited? “Who is God.” Yea he thought 

it not robbery to be equal with God. The Father 

speaking to him, says, “Thy throne O God,” (Heb. 

i. 8.) “God over all;” not a subordinate Deity, 

not a mere delegated God, but over all, over all 

creatures on earth; over all Angels, principalities, 

and thrones in heaven. Over all, so that there is 

none over him. He is the “ Most High.” (compare 

Ps. lxxviii. 17. 1 Cor. x. 9.) He is God over all 

“ for evermore.” He is the immutable Jehovah, 

and changes not, from everlasting to everlasting, 

God. The same yesterday, to day, and for ever. 

(Heb. xiii. 8.) He is over all, God “blessed” for 

evermore. He is infinitely happy and blessed in 

himself. Fountain of his own felicity. He has 

light and life in himself. And he is the object of 

everlasting blessedness. All the hosts of heaven 

bless him; all the glorified saints bless him. And 
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the completed family of heaven, will render to him 

“ power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and 

honour, and glory, and blessing, for ever and ever.” 

(Rev. v. 13.) How great are the Saviour’s claims. 

He claims our reverence — our adoration — our 

trust—our supreme love—our highest praises—our 

entire selves. How solid is the foundation of the 

Church. It rests upon the power of the unchanging 

Rock of Ages. How futile the attacks of foes; the 

gates of hell can never prevail against it. How se¬ 

cure the basis of the believing sinner’s hope. The 

Lord is our Redeemer; Jehovah of hosts is his 

name. How fearful an adversary, to the ungodly 

and impenitent sinner. The greatest horror that 

will seize the ungodly in the great day, will arise 

from the display of the wrath of the Lamb. 

“ Brightness of th’ eternal glory. 
Image of our God exprest, 
Jesus, let thy works adore thee, 
God supreme, for ever blest.” 

Jan. 3. 

OMNIPOTENCE OF CHRIST. 

The Almighty.—Rev. i. 8. 

It is very manifest from the Divine Word, that 

Omnipotence, or Almighty power, is attributed to 

Christ. The Evangelical prophet styles him, the 

,,Mighty God.” (Is. ix. 6.) The Apostle states, 
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that he is “able to subdue all things unto himself.” 

(Phil. iii. 21.) All power is invested in his hands. 

(Matt, xxviii. 18.) He upholdeth all things, (even) 

by the word of his power. (Heb. i. 3.) Hence 

the Apostle, unable to find language adequate to 

the subject, refers us to “the exceeding greatness 

of his power.” (Eph. i. 19. Read also Rev. xi. 17. 

Is. xlix. 26.) Christ’s Almighty power was display¬ 

ed in Creation, when by his Omnific fiat, he spake 

the world into being. (Col. i. 16.) It is displayed 

in the natural preservation and moral government 

of all things; “for by him all things consist.” (Col. 

i. 17.) It is displayed in the unrivalled achieve¬ 

ments of redemption; for 

“ It was great to speak a world from nought. 

But greater to redeem.” 

It was displayed in the great and sublime miracles 

he wrought, when by his all powerful command, 

lepers were healed, demons v7ere expelled, and the 

dead were raised. It was displayed in his own glo¬ 

rious resurrection; whereby he spoiled death, and 

showred that he had power to lay down his life, and 

power to take it up again. It will be again dis¬ 

played with inconceivable magnificence and glory, 

when he shall raise the sleeping dust of the myriads 

of mankind, in the resurrection of the last day. 

What a stronghold is Christ in the day of trouble! 

With what confidence may we rest on this founda- 
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tion. As the Almighty Saviour, he is able to save 

to the uttermost all who come unto God by him. 

Jan. 4. 

THE OMNISCIENCE OF CHRIST. 

In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom aud know¬ 

ledge.—Col. iii. 4. 

Of whom speaks the Apostle ? It will be seen 

by referring to the preceding verse that he is 

speaking of Christ. That in Christ, wisdom and 

knowledge are deposited. More wisdom and know¬ 

ledge than dwells in the highest angel that worships 

oefore the throne. Even “all the treasures” of 

wisdom and knowledge are in Christ. As the 

waters are in the channels of the mighty deep, and 

as the sun is the great source of light, so all the 

treasures of wisdom and knowledge are in Christ. 

Whatever knowledge or wisdom angels or men pos¬ 

sess, it flows from this ocean, it is communicated 

from this sun. If all wisdom and knowledge are 

in Christ, it is obvious that there cannot be a ray 

of light in any creature but what has emanated 

from him. Hence he said “I am the light of the 

world.” (John viii. 12.) The apostle says, that 

he is both the “ power and the wisdom of God.” 

(Cor. i. 24.) The heavenly host also ascribe “wis¬ 

dom” unto the Lamb that was slain. (Rev. v. 12.) 

Peter appealed to him and said “ Lord thou know- 

est all things” (John xxi. 17.) On several occasions 
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he detected the hypocrisy of the pharisees, because 

he knew their thoughts, “for he needed not that 

any should testify of man, for he knew what was in 

man.” (John ii. 25.) When he wanted tribute 

money, he knew what fish would yield it,—when he 

Wanted to make his entry into Jerusalem, he knew 

jvhere the colt was to be found,—when he desired 

60 eat the passover, he knew what person would 

grant him his guest chamber,—he knew who would 

betray him,—he knew how Peter would deny him, 

and the other disciples forsake him and flee. In 

short, “ in him were hid all the treasures of wisdom 

and knowledge.” Without Omniscience, he could 

not rule the world, or govern his Church; without 

this, he could not judge all hearts at the last day. 

How consoling to the disciple in temptation, distre ss 

or when under calumny or reproach, that Christ 

knoweth how to succour his people, and will vindi¬ 

cate all his followers at the last day. 

Jan. 5. 

OMNIPRESENCE OF CHRIST. 
And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came 

down from heaven, even the Son of Man who is in 

heaven.—John iii. 13. 

In this striking passage both the immensity and 

omnipresence of Christ are declared. He af¬ 

firms that notwithstanding he was known upon 

the earth, and conversing with one of its inhabi- 
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tants, yet he was at the very same instant in heaven. 

Jesus as the divine Lord, fills heaven and earth 

with his presence and glory. He is “all and in all.” 

(Col. iii. 11.) “He filleth all in all.” (Ep. i. 23.) 

He is “Lord over all.” (Rom. x. 12.) It is said 

also that he hath ascended, “that he might fill all 

things.” (Ep. iv. 10.) It is impossible for language 

to express more fully the immensity and omnipre¬ 

sence of Christ. When he sent forth his disciples 

to preach the gospel to every creature, he pledged 

himself to be “with them ahvays, even unto the 

end of the world.” (Mat. xxviii. 20.) However 

opposite their spheres of labours, however separated 

over the surface of the earth, however distant from 

each other, Christ engaged to be with each of them 

and all of them, and always, even unto the end of 

the world. In reference also to his worshipping 

people, he has promiseu “wherever two or three 

are met together in his name, to be in the midst of 

them.” (Mat. xviii. 20.) What a cheering and 

blessed doctrine is this, to the friends of Christ ! At 

home or abroad, by day or night, in health, or 

sickness, among friends or enemies, living or dying, 

they have the presence of Christ! What a powerful 

stimulus to ministerial courage and hope! Christ 

is with them, to qualify, to direct, and to succeed all 

their labours. Should it not also incite us to cul¬ 

tivate all the graces of the spirit and always to act 

and think, and speak, as in Christ’s holy and observ¬ 

ing presence. 
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Jan. 6. 

THE ETERNAL IMMUTABILITY OF 
CHRIST. 

Jesus Christ the same yesterday, to day, and for ever.—~ 
Heb. xiii. 8. 

The terms yesterday, to day, and for ever, ob¬ 
viously comprehend all duration, past, present, and 
future. And when it is stated that Christ is the 
same in reference to these, then his eternal im¬ 
mutability is clearly established. What created 
spirit could lay the least possible claim to these 
words without arrogating, what justly and essen¬ 
tially belongs to the supreme and blessed God? 
But Christ himself stated to the Jews “before 
Abraham was, I am” (John viii. 58.) Here the 
very terms involving self-existence and unchange¬ 

ableness are adopted by Christ in reference to him¬ 
self. Admitting the doctrine of Christ’s deity, we 
see no difficulty in these passages. But denying 
that doctrine the subject is involved in complete 
mystery. We feel persuaded then with Peter, 
whatever diversity of opinion may exist “that he is 
the Son of the most high God,” and possesses every 
attribute and glory of the Father, and as such that 
“he is the same yesterday,” &c. He is so in the 
glorious constitution of his person,—in his illustrious 
attributes and perfections,—in the intensity and 
affection of his regards,—in the objects of his ap¬ 
probation and delight.— His mind varies not,—his 
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heart undergoes no change,—his plans and designs 

are never altered or frustrated,—he is ever of one 

mind, “the same yesterday, to day, and for ever.” 

As such he is ever ready to hear and bless his 

people. Ever the same to succour, support, and 

save. Our interests will never be neglected. Our 

confidence can never be misplaced. Our hopes 

can never be cut off. The believing soul can never 

be lost. 
“ I know that safe with him remains. 

Protected by his power. 
What Pve committed to his trust; 

’Till the decisive hour.” 

Jan. 7. 

GOD’S NAME IN CHRIST. 

For my name is in him.—Exod. xxiii. 21. 

It is quite clear that the Angel spoken of in this 

passage was none other than the blessed Son of 

God. We do not see how the language would at 

all apply to any inferior intelligence. To Jesus the 

passage obviously belongs. God’s name in all its 

glory and divinity, God’s essential name, Jehovah, 

is repeatedly applied to Christ, (compare Exod. 

xvii. 7. with 1 Cor. x. 9.) Isaiah beheld “Jehovah 

of hosts.” (Isa. vi. 5.) which, from John xii. 39, was 

none other than the Redeemer. So again, he 

cries out “prepare ye the way of the Lord, make 
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straight in the desert, a highway for our God.” 

(Is. xl. 3, 9, 10. also Luke iii. 4.) Jeremiah also 

predicting Messiah’s advent and reign, says “And 

this is the name whereby he shall be called, the 

lord our Righteousness.” (Jer. xxiii. 5, 6. see also 

xxxiii. 15. 16.) The glorious and divine name of 

God is also in Christ. The Father addressing his 

Son, says “thy throne O God is for ever and ever!” 

(Ps. xlv. 6. Heb. i. 8.) So also by the mouth of 

Isaiah he says “ Look unto me, and be ye saved all 

the ends of the earth; for I am God, and there is 

none else.” (Is. xlv.22.) “ Indeed he is called the 

living and true God” (1 John v. 20.) “The great 

and mighty God” (Is. ix. 6. Tit. ii. 13.) “The 

only wise God” (Jude iv. 25.) “The God of glory.” 

(Acts vii. 2.) “God over all, blessed for ever.” 

(Rom. ix. 5.) It is quite clear, that in the holy 

scriptures the most illustrious names of God are in 

Christ. And that it is expected we should honour 

the Son, even as we honour the Father. He is 

not to have an inferior place in our estimation and 

confidence, and love; but we are to esteem, trust, 

and supremely to love Christ, as our Lord and our 

God. What glory does his divinity shed around the 

redeeming plan ! What solid ground of hope, it 

places before the anxious enquiring sinner, and what 

motives of joy and triumph does it furnish to all hi? 

believing people. 
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Jan. 8. 

CHRIST THE CREATOR OF WORLDS. 

For by Him were all things created.—Col. i. 16. 

Creation in all the wisdom, power, and goodness 
involved in it, belongs to Christ. The worlds were 
made by the Son of God. All things, from the 
most minute to the most sublime, were made by 
him, and without him, was not any thing made 
that was made. Not only did he chase away the 
chaotic gloom from this our wTorld, and cause light, 
life, and harmony to be manifest; but the higher 
worlds, with all their illustrious orders of inhabi¬ 
tants, “whether they be thrones, or domini3ns, or 
principalities, or powers, all things were created by 
him and for him.” It was Christ’s almighty voice 
that brought into being the Sun with all the lights 
of the Solar System. By his voice the channels 
of the sea were formed, and the waters of the ocean 
were gathered together His hand stretched out 
the heavens as a curtain, and his voice gave to uni¬ 
versal nature, her fixed primary laws. Christ’s 
creating energy extends to all creatures and all 

worlds. Wherever there is matter, animate, or in¬ 

animate, wherever there is mind, distinct from, or 
united to material form; existence in all its un¬ 
numbered varied forms, is the production of Christ. 
“One Almighty energetic Being produced all 

things, and that Being, was Christ, (Heb. i. 2. 
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Ep. iii. 9. John LI.) How glorious is the Lord 

Jesus in his works. Infinitely happy in himself, 

yet moved by his own unbounded goodness, he 

employed his illustrious perfections in forming crea¬ 

tures to reflect his image, and to participate of his 

exhaustless felicity. Hence every creating act made 

way, for the outgoings of his bounty, and the com¬ 

munications of his love. 
* 

“ The word, the uncreated son. 

When finite things began to be 

Existing, God with God alone. 

Thou wast from all eternity ! 

There in thy Father’s bosom laid. 

Ineffably, the joy of him. 

Thou wast before the worlds were made, 

God, independent and supreme.” 

Jan. 9. 

CHRIST THE UNIVERSAL RULER. 

Lord of Lords, and King of Kings.—Rev. xvii. 14. 

As there was one First Great Cause of all things, 

so there is also one Universal Ruler, who directeth 

and preserveth all things. This universal dominion 

belongs to Christ: — he reigns over all; — he is 

possessed of boundless authority—not only are all 

things on earth subject to his controul, but all 

things in heaven;—his reign extends over all worlds 
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—“ He is Lord of Lords, and King of Kings ” 

—((By him all things consist” and “ He uphold- 

eth all things by the Word of his power.” It is 

evident from these passages that all dominion and 

authority, and glory are invested in Christ. Here 

then we perceive, that all his divine perfections wih 

be in requisition to effect his purposes and to execute 

his plans. What a word of power is that, on which 

all things hang! By his woM the whole of the or¬ 

ders of the heavenly hierarchy are ruled, directed, 

and preserved. By the same word an infinitude of 

worlds are rolled onward in the immensity of space, 

without collision, jarring, or confusion. All the 

higher order of intelligences, who have their as¬ 

signed dominions, are subordinate to Christ; his 

throne is infinitely higher than theirs, and before 

him cherubim and seraphim prostrate themselves, 

“ And crown him Lord of all.” All the inhabi¬ 

tants of the earth are in like manner at his dispo¬ 

sal. Empires rise or fall at his pleasure. By him 

kings are deposed, and beggars exalted to sit with 

the princes of his people. He maketh the wrath of 

man to praise him, or he restrains it at his pleasure. 

Hell in all its gloomy extent, and Devils, notwith¬ 

standing all their power and malignity, tremble be¬ 

fore him. He limits the sphere of their influence. 

He stays their hellish fury and violence, and he will 

finally bind their Prince and consign him through 

endless ages to that dark abyss originally prepared for 

thin and his Angels. How desirable to be interee- 
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ted in the favor of this glorious Ruler! Who would 

not fear him? Trust in him! Why should his 

people despond? Why be anxious and fearful about 

Zion’s ultimate triumph ? Never let it be forgot¬ 

ten that the Saviour of the world, and the head of 

the church, has written upon his vesture and upon 

his thigh, “ King of Kings and Lord of Lords. ” 

Jan. 10. 

CHRIST’S PROPER HUMANITY. 

Made of a Woman.—Gal. iv. 4. 

In contemplating the Divine perfections attribu¬ 

ted to Jesus, we feel that we are in the presence of 

proper and essential Deity, and exclaim, 66 This is 

the true God and Eternal Life.” But as the Sa¬ 

viour of the world, we are called likewise to contem¬ 

plate his inferior nature; for the Godhead no man 

hath seen or can see. Jesus was seen and heard, 

so that it is manifest, that the Divinity was enshrin¬ 

ed in that which men could behold. It has been 

conjectured by many, that Angels are clad in some 

refined aerial, material vehicles, that they possess a 

sort of spiritual body. Be this as it may, we know 

that the Son of God tabernacled among us, and that 

tabernacle was formed of human flesh. While he 

was therefore truly and properly God with God, he 

was as truly and properly, man witn man. In the 

language of the Apostle, “ He was made of a 
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Woman.” Mary the espoused wife of Joseph, was 

his mother. She was the highly favoured of the 

Lord; the chosen vessel to conceive and bring forth 

the Saviour of the world. He was really and truly 

fashioned of her flesh; he had all the constituent 

parts of humanity, with all its weaknesses and infir¬ 

mities, yet without sin. Though made of a woman, 

yet that woman was a virgin, and the conception 

was produced by the mysterious overshadowing of 

the Holy Ghost. (Luke i. 35.) As man, Christ was 

possessed of a reasonable soul. He possessed all 

the qualities, mental and moral, which belong to 

human nature; so that he was made “ in all things 

like unto his brethren.” (Heb. ii. 17.) Who can 

adequately conceive of the condescension of Christ, 

in thus assuming the nature of man ? Had he veil'd 

himself in a seraph’s form, it would have been an 

act of amazing condescension; but he stooped lower 

than this, he became the brother of man, man who 

had lost the divine image, and thrown off his au¬ 

thority ; yet he assimilated himself to this creature’s 

likeness, and was found in fashion as a man. An¬ 

gels have attempted to fathom this profound mys¬ 

tery, but are not able. How has God exalted our 

species in this astounding act! Here we are raised 

above angels, for Christ took not upon him their na¬ 

ture, but ours. In this assumption of human nature, 

Christ became the kinsman of every child of man. 

Adam’s varied family, in all its lengths and breadths, 

are united in one brotherhood with the Incarnate 
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Son of God. The subject loudly demands our 

nighest wonder, love, and praise ; and should induce 

as to seek after a complete conformity to his likeness, 

who, though God over all, yet for our wellbeing and 

salvation,'was “made of a woman.” 

Jan. 11. 

SINLESSNESS OF CHRIST. 

Without Sin.—Heb. iv. 15. 

As it behoved Christ to assume human nature, 

and become our kinsman, that he might redeem us. 

so it was essential that the Mediator between God 

and man, should be immaculate, “without sin.” By 

the miraculous conception of Christ, his nature was 

formed entirely free from every stain that defiles the 

human family. That nature which was born of the vir¬ 

gin, is emphatically styled, “ that holy thing.” It was 

produced by the mysterious power of the Spirit of 

God, from whom frailty or imperfection could not 

possibly proceed. Hence while Jesus our blessed 

Lord assumed human flesh, yet he was holy, harm¬ 

less, and separate from sinners. Had he been in 

the least polluted with sin, he could not have stood 

forth, as the Mediator between God and man. A 

sacrifice for his own guilt would have been requi¬ 

site, before he could have had any fellowship with 

the Father. Besides, the thought cannot be enter- 
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tained for a moment, that the Immaculate Deity, 

would enshrine himself in a tabernacle, defiled by 

that which he abominably hates. The human na¬ 

ture of Christ, was free from all taint and imper¬ 

fection. The Apostle reminds us, that he offered 

himself without spot to God. (Heb. ix. 14.) And 

he is also set forth as a Lamb, without blemish, 

and without spot. (1 Pet. i. 19.) God therefore 

could behold his son, with perfect approbation and 

delight. In him he beheld the perfect image of 

his own holiness, and therefore when he was bapti¬ 

sed in Jordan, he proclaimed him his beloved Son, 

in whom he was well pleased. As God’s only be¬ 

gotten, well-beloved Son, “he was the brightness of 

the Father’s glory, and express image of his person.” 

(Heb. i. 3.) In the Redeemer’s human nature, 

we see man in all his moral lustre and beauty. 

Ought we not to feel ourselves attracted by it, and 

should we not aspire after a close assimilation to 

that likeness. The Apostle informs us, how the 

transformation is to be effected. “ But we all with 

open face, beholding as in a glass, the glory of the 

Lord, are changed into the same image, from 

glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.” 

(2 Cor. iii. 18.) 
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Jan. 12. 

PROPHETIC TESTIMONIES CONCERN¬ 

ING CHRIST. 

To him gave all the prophets witness.—Acts x. 43. 

Amidst all the diversified topics of ancient pro¬ 

phecies, there is one person who has ever a promi¬ 

nent place; there is one subject interwoven with 

the whole. That person is Christ Jesus; that sub¬ 

ject is the w'ork of human redemption. A general 

reference to the writings of the prophets, will at 

once justify Peter’s declaration, that “to him gave 

all the prophets witness.” In the first books of the 

Old Testament scriptures, written by Moses, there 

are several illustrious predictions of Jesus. He is 

predicted as the woman’s seed. (Gen. iii. 15.) 

He was to be of the posterity of Abraham and Isaac. 

Of the tribe of Judah. The Shiloh, unto whom 

should be the gathering of the people. (Gen. xlix. 

10.) Hs is also the subject of one of Balaam’s pro¬ 

phecies ; as the Star of Jacob, and Sceptre of Is¬ 

rael. (Numb. xxiv. 17.) Moses refers the Children 

of Israel to him, as a “Prophet,” like unto him¬ 

self, raised up from among their brethren, unto 

whom in all things, they should hearken. (Deut. xviii. 

18. Acts iii. 22.) Job expresses his lively confidence 

in him, as his “ Living Redeemer,” who should 

stand in the latter days upon the earth. (Job. xix. 

26, 27.) The Psalmist in his prophetic songs, cel- 
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ebrates him as the “ Governor of all the earth.” 

(Ps. viii. 1.) As the Royal Bridegroom, (xlv. 1.) 

As King of Zion. (cx. 1, 2.) As the Mighty 

One, on whom help is laid, (lxxxix. 19.) As the 

Priest, after the order of Melchizedeck. (cx. 4.) 

As the REJECTED OF THE BUILDERS, yet the HEAD 

stone of the corner, (cxviii. 2*2.) As the AS¬ 

CENDING MIGHTY CONQUEROR, (lxviii. 17, 19.) 

As reigning and clothing his enemies with shame, 

(cxxxii. 18.) Such are some of the beautiful and 

striking representations of Messiah, as contained in 

the book of Psalms; and the sweet singer’s last 

words referred to him, as “ the God and Rock of 

Israel.” (2 Sam. xxiii. 3.) And his last prayer was, 

“that the whole earth might be filled with his glo¬ 

ry.” (Ps. lxxii. 19.) How rich, how dignified aro 

these predictions of the blessed Saviour. How di¬ 

rectly calculated to procure our confidence in him, 

and our attachment to him. Here is ample range 

for delightful contemplation, and surely, our med¬ 

itations of him, will be superlatively sweet. 

Jan. 13. 

Part II. 

PROPHETIC TESTIMONIES CONCERN¬ 

ING CHRIST. 

To him gave all the prophets witness.—Acts x. 43. 

We have already referred to some of the Old 

Testament predictions of the Saviour. In glancing 
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at the writings of the other prophets, we shall have 

the list of glorious appellations, extensively enlar¬ 

ged. Isaiah has been styled, the evangelical pro¬ 

phet, so rich and numerous are his predictions of 

Jesus and the gospel dispensation. He speaks of 

Jesus, as the child born, yet the mighty God, 

the wonderful counsellor, the Everlasting 

Father, the Prince of Peace, (ix. 6.) He des¬ 

cribes him, as the rod and stem of Jesse, (xi. 1, 10.) 

He exhibits him as the strength of the poor and 

needy ; a refuge from the storm; a shadow from 

the heat. (xxv. 4.) A covert from the tempest. 

He is also exhibited as a King, who shall reign in 

righteousness, (xxxii. 1.) As the tender and com¬ 

passionate shepherd of his people, (xl. 11.) He 

describes him, as God’s elect servant, in whom 

the Father delighteth. (xlii. 1.) The Redeemer, 

the Holy One of Israel, (xlix. 7.) As the Lamb 

brought to the slaughter, (liii. 7.) As the anoin¬ 

ted preacher of good tidings, (lxi. 1.) And as 

the Bozrah Conqueror, mighty to save, (lxiii. 1.) 

Jeremiah gave repeated prophetical witness to 

Christ. He describes him as the righteous branch, 

the prosperous King, the Lord our righteous¬ 

ness. (xxiii. 5, 6.) Ezekiel refers to Christ, as the 

plant of renown, (xxxiv. 29.) As the GLORY of 

the god of Israel, (xliii. 2.) And as David, the 

Shepherd of God’s flock, (xxxiv. 24.) Daniel pro- 

phecied of Christ, as the ancient of days. (vii. 9.) 

The stone cut out of the mountain, without hands. 
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(ii. 4, 5.) And as Messiah, the Prince, (ix. 25.) 

Hosea refers to him, as David their King. (iii. 5.) 

As the destruction of the grave, and the Redeem¬ 

er from death, (xiii. 14.) Joel speaks of him, as 

the Lord God in the midst of Israel, and dwelling 

in zion. (ii. 27. iii. 17.) Micah predicted of him, 

as the ruler in Israel, and as the Shepherd, who 

should stand and feed in the majesty of the name 

of the Lord our God. (v. 24.) Haggai, as the 

desire of all nations, (ii. 7.) Zechariah, as the 

King of Jerusalem, and as the Fellow and Shep¬ 

herd of the Lord of Hosts, (xiii. 7.) And Mala- 

chi, the last of the prophets, described him as “ the 

Messenger of the Lord of Hosts, and as “the Sun 

of Righteousness, who should arise with healing 

in his wings.” (iii. 1. and iv. 2.) Thus. “ to him 

gave all the prophets witness.” How truly did 

Christ say of the Old Testament Scriptures, “they 

are they which testify of me.” 

Jan. 14. 

CHRIST, THE WOMAN’S CONQUERING 

SEED 

Shall bruise thy head.—Gen. iii. 15. 

This passage contains the first intimation of re¬ 

deeming grace that God ever gave to the world. 

He was now examining the guilty culprits, and 
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in passing sentence upon them, in the midst of 

wrath he remembers mercy. In pronouncing 

sentence upon the serpent, he states that the 

seed of the woman shall bruise his head. Now 

we have heard and seen that Christ was mac13 

of a woman. That he was emphatically her seen 

and there cannot be the least doubt, that he was 

the person distinctly alluded to in this promise. 

Besides, the conqueror was to be the seed of the 

woman only. And thus it became Christ to be the 

fruit of a virgin’s womb. Hence by his miracu¬ 

lous conception, was this striking prediction reali¬ 

zed. Then he was to be the adversary and oppo¬ 

nent of that wicked one, that old serpent, the 

devil. It is admitted that Satan was to bruise his 

heel, that is, he should carry on an opposition to 

Messiah and his cause, that he should subject him 

to some pain, but the part affected was to be “his 

heel,” not an essential vital part. This Satan did 

in the sufferings of the Old Testament church, but 

more literally in his attacks upon the Saviour him¬ 

self. In the wilderness, in the garden, and on the 

cross, he bruised Messiah’s heel. But on Christ’s 

part, “the head,” that is the authority and the 

power, the very vital part of the serpent, was to be 

bruised. Christ’s incarnation was for this end, 

that “he might destroy the works of the Devil.” 

By the power of his truth, he caused Satan’s king¬ 

dom to fall as lightning from heaven. By his death 

on the cross, he spoiled principalities and powers, 
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and made a show of them openly. And by his 

spiritual rule he will effectually undermine the 

throne and empire of Satan, and will finally bind 

him down with a great chain and cast him into the 

bottomless pit. The work is now going on which 

will effect this glorious consummation. Christ’s 

triumph is pledged, and is absolutely certain. Let 

all the friends of Jesus rejoice that their great 

enemy is doomed to certain overthrow and ruin. 

And that what has in part been effected, is a sure 

prelude to the complete realization of this first de¬ 

lightful promise. 

Jan. 15. 

CHRIST THE SHILOH. 

Until Shiloh come.— Gen. xlix. 10. 

The term Shiloh according to our best commen¬ 

tator signifies either “the Sent,” or the “Peace 

Maker.” In either case it is exceedingly appro¬ 

priate when applied to Jesus, and there can be no 

doubt that he is distinctly alluded to in this predic¬ 

tion. At the very time of Christ’s appearing, Ju¬ 

dea was subject to the controul of a Roman gover¬ 

nor, and their political power was so far gone, that 

they confessed that it was not lawful for them to put 

any man to death. (John xviii. 31.) Since that 

period the Jews have lost every vestige of power and 

authority, and are in a state of degraded vassalage 
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almost to every kingdom under heaven. This pro¬ 

phecy must therefore have been falsified, or the 

Shiloh must have appeared. It is deserving of 

especial notice that in the appearing of the blessed 

Jesus, the whole body of ancient prediction, as to 

the person, birthplace, miracles, sufferings, king¬ 

dom, &c. of the predicted Shiloh wTere most mi¬ 

nutely fulfilled. The life of Jesus was one great 

mass of evidence that he was the “Shiloh,” the 

“ Sent of God.” One of the rulers confessed, that 

no man could have done the wTorks he did, had not 

God been with him. Christ as the Shiloh was sent 

by the Father as his chosen elect messenger and 
servant. He was sent from heaven, the place of his 

original riches, authority and glory, tie was sent 

into this, our world of wretchedness, sin, and woe, 

to be one of its inhabitants, and to mingle with its 

society. He was sent to illumine it by his doc¬ 

trines, to redeem it by his death, and to restore its 

dignity and holiness, by the erection of his spiritual 

kingdom. He was sent to make it the field of con¬ 

flict in which he should overcome the powers of 

darkness, and he was sent to make it the theatre of 

his wonders, and to unite it by his mediatorial in¬ 

fluence in one spiritual society to the hierarchy of 

heaven. What love did the Father evince in send¬ 

ing his Son! What grace did the Son display, in 

freely coming into our world to save sinners ! And 

under what deep and lasting obligations are its in¬ 

habitants to hail his appearance with joy, and to 
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receive him with the greatest possible gratitude and 

love. To despise the Shiloh, is to treat the whole 

Godhead with iniquitous contempt, and to expose 

our souls to his most severe and aggravated dis¬ 

pleasure. 

Jan. 16. 

CHRIST THE GATHERER OF HIS 

PEOPLE. 

TJnto him shall the gather ing of his people be.— 
Gen. xlix. 10. 

Christ, as the Shiloh, or “the sent,” has a spe¬ 

cific work assigned him, in this interesting and an¬ 

cient prophecy. He is to collect the people to him¬ 

self. Sin separated man from God, and men from 

each other. It is the very nature of sin, to divide 

and scatter. Christ came to redeem men, from all 

its consequences. Hence his work, includes the 

gathering of wandering lost souls to God, and their 

union through himself, as the Mediator, to the Fa¬ 

ther. Men, like sheep, had left the divine pas¬ 

tures; Christ came as the good Shepherd, to seek 

them on the black mountains, and to bring them 

to the fold of his church. Men had revolted 

from God, and in rebellious hostility had united 

with the Prince of darkness. Christ, as the Cap¬ 

tain of salvation, came to collect them to him- 
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self, that he might conduct them in one spiritual 

army to eternal glory. Men had lost their way, 

and were perishing in darkness and unbelief, and 

were going down to the bottomless pit; Christ came 

to shed light around them. He is the “light of the 

worldand he also came to bring them from dark¬ 

ness to light, and to guide their feet in the way of 

peace. In this gathering, he first came to his own 

people, but afterwards, his gospel was sent into all 

the world. As the Shiloh, souls are gathered to 

him in the day of conversion. He receives their souls 

to himself, when they die. And in the day of his 

millennial glory, he will gather all his ancient people 

together, with the whole company of his saints, and 

he will reign gloriously in the midst of them, in Je¬ 

rusalem. And finally, he will gather all the redeem¬ 

ed family to himself, in the realms of glory, and 

wipe away all their tears, and be their God for ever 

and ever. Reader, ask thyself; has Christ brought 

thy soul into a state of saving union with him ? if 

he has, rejoice ; if not, 
“Fly sinners, fly into those arms. 

Of everlasting love.” 
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%j cin» 17. 

CHRIST THE SECOND ADAM. 

Who is the figure of him that was to come.—Horn. v. 14. 

The first Adam, was a figure or type of Christ, 

who is the second Adam, the Lord from heaven. 

The typical features of resemblance, are striking 

and numerous. The first Adam came direct from 

the hands of God, and possessed his likeness and 

image. Jesus was also immediately formed of the 

Holy Ghost, and was the perfect image of the bles¬ 

sed God. The first Adam had no human Father, 

neither had the second. The first Adam was pla¬ 

ced as the head, and representative of the human 

family; the second was given to be head over all 

things to his church. The first Adam had his wife 

taken from his side, and thus she was truly a part 

of his own flesh. Christ took the very nature of 

the children of men, and by the opening of his side, 

from whence flowed blood and water, he redeemed 

the church to himself. The first Adam was made on 

the sixth day; the second became incarnate in the 

sixth age, or dispensation of the world. The first 

Adam was endowed with amazing wisdom and know¬ 

ledge ; the second Dossessed all the treasures of both, 

and was the wisdom and power oi God. The first 

Adam was heir of the world, and Lord over all the 

creatures; the second possesses illimitable rule and 

authority, who is universal Lord of nature, provi- 



or Christian’s portion. 81 

dence and grace. The first Adam was the source 

of natural life to mankind; the second, of spiritual 

and eternal life, to all who believe. In many res¬ 

pects, the disparity between the two, is happily 

great and important. By the one, sin, misery, 

and death entered our world; by the other, right¬ 

eousness, peace, and eternal life. By the one, we 

became degraded, and subjected to toil; by the oth¬ 

er we are exalted, and obtain true rest. By the one 

we lost Eden and its pleasures, and becam e mortal, 

and exposed to hell. By the other we obtain the 

heavenly paradise, with its unfading joys, a resur¬ 

rection from the grave, and endless life. How ne¬ 

cessary that as we are naturally connected with the 

first Adam, that we should be incessantly anxious to 

be graciously united to the second, and thus obtain 

eternal salvation, by faith in his name. 

Jan. 18. 

NOAH A TYPE OF CHRIST. 

Noah, this same shall comfort us, concerning, our work 

and toil.—Gen. v. 29. 

The names of God’s servants were often of di¬ 

vine origin, and related to the peculiar feature of 

their minds, or the work to which they were called. 

Noah was obviously a striking type of the Lord 

Jesus. His name signifies rest or consolation. Now 

Christ is the true rest, the spiritual rest, the rest fay 
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the soul, as well as the consolation of Israel. Noah 

was said to be perfect in his generation, and that he 

walked with God. Christ was absolutely perfect, 

there was no defilement attached to his nature, nor 

the least defect in his character. He also was ne¬ 

ver alone, but held unbroken fellowship with the 

Father. Noah was a preacher of righteousness and 

he warned the old world of the judgment which 

was threatened against them; Christ also preached 

repentance to his people, the Jews, and foretold the 

calamities which were about to befall them. Noah 

prepared an ark for the saving of himself and his 

house; Christ purchased and prepared his church 

for the salvation of all who would believe. In No¬ 

ah’s ark were creatures of all kinds, clean and un¬ 

clean, and in Christ’s church are both Jews and 

Gentiles, persons of every country, people, and 

tongue. As Noah was within the ark, so Christ is 

in the midst of his church, to bless and keep unto 

eternal life. As all those within the ark were pre¬ 

served in safety and became the inhabitants of the 

new world, so all who are truly in Christ’s church 

shall assuredly be delivered from the wrath to come 

and become abiding residents of the New Jerusa¬ 

lem. When Noah had left the ark, God gave him 

the rainbow as a sign of the Covenant between them* 

Our blessed Redeemer when beheld in a vision by 

John, from Patmos, was seated on his throne, 

around which was a rainbow, in colour like unto the 

emerald. (Rev. iv. 3.) Noah however was only 
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perfect in his generation, and after his deliverance 

was overtaken with temptation. Christ is as a lamb 

without spot. His nature and person are immacu¬ 

late. Noah’s ark only saved a few persons, and that 

only from temporal death, Christ’s ark will save an 

unnumbered multitude, and that from eternal mi¬ 

sery. O then how should we be interested in his 

Gospel! How we should flee to him for shelter! 

How anxious to have a place in his church, and how 

we should constantly intercede, 

“ Hide me O my Saviour hide, 

Till the storms of life are past, 

Safe unto the haven guide, 

G receive my soul at last! ” 

Jan. 19. 

JESUS THE TRUE MELCHISEDEC. 

Like unto the Son of God.—Heh. vii. 3. 

Melciiisedec’s history is briefly presented in a 

few verses of the fourteenth Chapter of Genesis, 

where he met Abraham as he was returning from 

the battle of the Kings, and blessed him as the 

Priest of the Most High God, and received tithes 

of all that he had. David when looking to Christ 

through the medium of prophetic revelation, ex¬ 

claims, “Thou art a Priest for ever after the order 

of Melchisedec.” The Apostle in this epistle still 

dwells more largely Upon the subject. The typical 
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points of likeness seem to be these, Melchisedec’s 

descent and decease were not known, so that it is 

said he was without father or mother, without be¬ 

ginning of days or end of years. This is really 

true of the Redeemer, as Divine he had no mother, 

no beginning of days, and as Human, he had no fa¬ 

ther, and as Divine and Human, he will have no end 

of years, “Jesus Christ the same yesterday, to day, 

and for ever.” Melchisedec was a priest of the 

Most High God, and in his sacerdotal office, he had 

no predecessor or successor. So Christ is the great 

priest of our profession, and as none preceded him, 

so he abideth a priest continually. Melchisedec 

united both the royal and sacred offices in himself; 

so Christ is Lord, as well as Christ; he is King of 

the heavenly Salem, and shall reign for ever and 

ever. Melchisedec blessed Abraham, and gave 

him bread and wine; Jesus also instituted the or¬ 

dinance, wherein these same elements are employed, 

as the symbols of his own body and precious blood, 

which he gave for the life of the world. Abraham 

in return, gave unto him tithes of all that he had; 

Christ in like manner, demands of his people an en¬ 

tire surrender and consecration of themselves, to 

his service and glory. How limited the space of 

Melchisedec’s office! How extensive that of Christ, 

the priest of his universal church. How short in 

duration that of Melchisedec, how abiding that of 

Christ! Do I rely on the nature of the sacrifice he 

has presented? Do I trust to the prevalency of his 
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ntercession? Have I received from his lips the 

true blessing my soul requires? Do I live by faith 

on the Son of God? 

Jan. 20. 

RESEMBLANCE BETWEEN ISAAC 

AND CHRIST. 

Offered up Isaac.—Heb. xi. 17 

Among the persons who typified Christ, Isaac 

seems to have occupied a prominent place. His 

conception by Sarah when she was past age, seems 

to remind us of the mysterious conception of Christ 

by the virgin. His being the only son of Abraham 

by Sarah, seems intended to direct our minds to 

Christ as the only begotten of the Father. The 

birth of Isaac was long predicted, so the appearance 

of the Redeemer, to him gave all the prophets 

witness. But the Scripture which heads these 

lines refers to one circumstance in the eventful his¬ 

tory of Isaac. — He was “ offered up.” Where was 

he offered up? On mount Moriah. And it is 

probable that Calvary, where Christ actually suf¬ 

fered, was a prominence of the same mountain. In 

preparing for the offering, Isaac carried the wood 

to the spot, and we behold Jesus ascending the steep 

and rugged Calvary, bearing his own cross. Isaac 
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was to be offered up as a burnt offering, in like 
manner, Christ was really sacrificed, and as a 
lamb without spot offered himself through the eter¬ 
nal spirit to God. Abraham was to be the priest 

on this occasion, and was commanded to take the 
knife and slay his son. In reference to Jesus, “it 
pleased the Father to bruise him, he hath put him 
to grief, when he made his soul an offering for sin.” 
(Is. liii. 10.) Hence also that very striking pas¬ 
sage in the prophecies, by Zechariah, “Awake O 
sword against my Shepherd, and against the man 
that is my fellow, saith the Lord of Hosts, smite 
the Shepherd and the sheep shall be scattered.” 
(xiii. 7.) The cup which Christ drank wras given 
to him by his Father. In the readiness of Isaac 
to suffer, who had now arrived at years of maturity, 
we see set forth the voluntariness of Jesus, in dying 
for the sins of a guilty and perishing world. But 
for Isaac a substitute was found. Fie was only 
figuratively offered. For Jesus no substitute ex¬ 
isted, he was really offered, and died the just, for 
the unjust, that he might bring us to God. It be¬ 
hoved Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead. 
How deeply interested we should feel in remember¬ 
ing that Christ loved and gave himself for us. 
Shall we not mourn when we look on him, whom 
we have pierced with our sins ? 

“ But drops of grief will ne’er repay. 
The debt of love we owe. 
Here Lord we give ourselves away, 
’Tis all that we can do.” 
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Jan. 21. 

37 

JOSEPH AND CHRIST COMPARED. 

Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children.— 

Gen. xxxvii. 3. 

This we do not vindicate, and the manifestation 

of this extreme partiality was fraught with much bit¬ 

terness. But at present we are to see in what 

respects Joseph seemed to have prefigured the Re¬ 

deemer. His name signifies, increase. Of Christ, 

the prophet says, “of the increase of his govern¬ 

ment there shall be no end.” (Is. ix. 7.) John the 

Baptist said “I must decrease, but he must in¬ 

crease.” (iii. 30.) Joseph was the greatly beloved 

of his father; in Christ, God’s soul delighted, in him 

he was ever well pleased. Joseph was imbued with 

the spirit of wisdom, and hence was called Zaph- 

neth-paaneah, that is expounder of secrets. In 

Jesus dwelt all the fulness of wisdom and knowledge. 

He came and revealed the mystery which had been 

hid for ages, and published the glorious doctrines of 

life and immortality. Joseph was distinguished for 

the integrity of his heart, and the uprightness of 

his life. Christ was holy, harmless, and undefiled, 

guile was never found in his mouth. Joseph was 

sent to seek his brethren, and to promote their 

welfare. Christ was sent as the brother of man, to 

promote the eternal well-being of the human family. 

Joseph was hated of his brethren, and they con- 
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spired to take away his life. Christ came to his 

own, but his own received him not, but sought to 

kill him, and long thirsted for his blood. Joseph 

was sold for twenty pieces of silver, Christ also was 

cruelly betrayed, and for thirty pieces of silver was 

delivered into the hands of his enemies. Joseph 

was falsely accused and cast into prison, Christ 

also was subjected to a mock trial, falsely con¬ 

demned, and cast into the prison of the grave. 

Joseph predicted the restoration of one, and the ex¬ 

ecution of the other of those who were in prison with 

him. Christ also on the cross assured one of the ma¬ 

lefactors that, on that day he should be with him in 

Paradise, while it is to be feared the other perished 

in unbelief. Joseph was afterwards exalted to sit on 

the throne of Pharoah, and to govern the whole 

land. Jesus also when he had suffered, was exalted 

to the right hand of the Majesty on High, where 

he sits as the universal governor, and the especial 

ruler of his church. Joseph forgave his cruel bre¬ 

thren and provided for his father's house, in the 

rich and fruitful land of Goshen. Jesus now waits 

to shed down the tokens of his grace upon the chil¬ 

dren of men, and finally to receive all true believers 

to his kingdom of glory. Am I interested in his 

gracious regards ? Do I enjoy his heavenly favor? 

Am I now living to his honor, so that I may antici¬ 

pate the enjoyment of his presence for ever? As 

none but Joseph could give corn to the famishing 
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of old, so none but Jesus can give the bread of life 

to the hungry perishing sinner. 

Jan. 2*2. 

CHRIST THE STAR OUT OF JACOB 

AND THE 

BRIGHT AND MORNING STAR. 

Star out of Jacob.—Numb. xxiv. 17. 

The Bright and Morning Star.— Rev. xxii. 16. 

Christ Jesus is evidently set forth in both these 

passages. Balaam who had attempted to sell him¬ 

self to curse Israel, and to predict evil upon them, is 

constrained to admire, to bless, and to predict the 

appearance of Messiah, who should be their conso¬ 

lation and glory. He refers especially to the 

Saviour’s lineage, as coming out of Jacob; of 

whom, as concerning the flesh, Christ came, who 

is over all, God blessed for ever. Then he refers 

to Christ as a star, and as such he is distinguished for 

his brilliancy, all the glory of Deity dwells in him and 

emanates from him. He is distinguished for the pu¬ 

rity and splendour of his rays. He is the light, both 

of earth and heaven. He said I am the light of the 

world. All saving knowledge proceeds from him. 

The Glory of the Celestial Temple in like manner 

proceeds from his refulgent rays. As a star, he is 

fixed, immutable and eternal. He is the Bi'ight Star 
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All the luminaries of heaven combined, are but as a 
taper, contrasted with him. He is the Morning star. 

He introduced the Morning of hope to our first pa¬ 

rents1, immediately after the fall. He introduced the 

Morning of the Gospel, by his blessed and glorious 

incarnation in the flesh. He introduces the Morn¬ 

ing of Spiritual day, into the believing heart, <£ Christ 

in you the hope of glory.” He shall introduce the 

Morning of Millennial glory, by the brightness of 

his second appearing. He will also finally arise as 

the Morning Star, in the day of final judgment; 

which will be followed by the changeless light of a 

glorious eternity. What an object for Christian 

contemplation; how necessary that its rays should 

attract us; howr desirable that we should feel its 

illuminating influences, and that we should enjoy 

in our souls the spiritual day of salvation, that we 

may look with cheering confidence to his glorious 

appearing the second time, when he will effect the 

complete redemption of his people. 

Jan. 23. 

CHRIST LIKE UNTO MOSES. 

Like unto thee.—Deut. xviii. 18. 

This is part of a prediction which Moses deliv¬ 

ered unto the children of Israel; wherein God had 

promised to raise them up a prophet, like unto him¬ 

self, unto whom in all things they should hearken 
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We know that many of the ancient worthies, were 

eminent types of the Redeemer, and were raised up~ 

to shadow forth the offices and works of the glori¬ 

ous Messiah. None did this more fully and signifi¬ 

cantly than Moses. The points of resemblance, 

are particularly striking and abundant. His won¬ 

derful preservation from the cruel edict of Fharoah, 

reminds us of the deliverance of Jesus from the 

murderous purpose of Herod. Both were distin¬ 

guished for eminent wisdom. Moses was learned 

in all the wisdom of the Egyptians. Christ posses¬ 

sed all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 

Moses voluntarily assumed poverty and reproach, he 

forsook the riches and honours of Pharoah’s court. 

Christ who was infinitely and inexhaustibly rich, 

yet for our sakes, was so poor, that he had not where 

to lay his head. Moses was a Prophet, Leader, De¬ 

liverer, and Intercessor in Israel. Jesus also was the 

Great Prophet of Israel, the infallible Guide of his 

flock, the Great Captain of Salvation, and the illus¬ 

trious High Priest of our profession. Moses wrought 

many splendid miracles. No man ever did the 

works which Christ did; and all his miracles were 

of a gracious character, and effected by his own 

power. Both Moses and Jesus fasted forty days 

and nights in the wilderness. Moses appointed 

seventy rulers of the people, and twelve men to 

search the good land — Jesus sent forth seventy 

disciples and twelve apostles to preach the gospel 

and establish his kingdom in the world. The law 
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came by Moses; and grace and truth by Jesus 

Christ. Moses revealed the will of God, and wrote 

the first part of the sacred volume — Jesus made 

known all the mind of the Father, and brought life 

and immortality to light by the gospel. 

Jan. 24. 

Part II. 

CHRIST LIKE UNTO MOSES. 

Like unto thee.—Deut. xviii. 18. 

We have already traced many points of resem¬ 

blance between Moses and the Saviour, there are 

yet other features of likeness which are deserving 

of our attention. Moses gave the people water 

from the rock, and obtained for them the manna 

from heaven. That rock was typical of Christ, and 

the water, shewed forth the spiritual benefits we 

derive from him, he is the true bread of life, 

who came down from heaven. Moses was great¬ 

ly envied, and suffered much from his country¬ 

men, Jesus too came to his own, but they received 

him not, but sought to kill him, and finally effected 

their cruel and wicked design. Moses was distin¬ 

guished for astonishing meekness, Jesus was so mild 

and holy, that he never spake one word amiss. 

Moses was constant and powerful in praver, 

Jesus spent whole nights in devotion, and he was 
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ever heard of his Father. Moses was noted for his 

unabating zeal and fidelity. The zeal of the Lord’s 

house, seemed to consume the soul of Christ, and 

as a son, he was faithful in all things, and did the 

whole work given to him of the Father. Moses in¬ 

stituted the passover, and received from the Lord 

the entire pattern of the tabernacle and its service; 

Jesus instituted breaking of bread, his own sup¬ 

per, wherein he appears as the “true passover, sa 

crificed for us.” Moses was called to retire to a 

neighbouring mountain, and die thej'e, before the 

people entered into the good land. Jesus also by 

the appointment of his Father, died on the top of 

Calvary, that believers might not perish, but have 

everlasting life. It is impossible to contemplate the 

characters of the type and antitype, without per¬ 

ceiving in the latter, “ that a greater than Moses is 

here.” Moses was a servant and a man; Christ 

was a Son, and equal with the Father. Moses had 

sinful infirmities; Jesus was immaculate, holiness 

embodied. Moses possessed largely of the Spirit of 

prophecy; but the Holy Ghost descended ivholly 

upon Christ. Moses introduced an economy ex¬ 

ceedingly burdensome, and doomed to perish 

Jesus founded a spiritual dispensation, without any 

galling yoke, and destined to a glorious consumma¬ 

tion. We may admire Moses; but we are con¬ 

strained to love Jesus. We may read Moses; but 

believe in Jesus. We may honour Moses; but we 
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are called to adore and worship Jesus. In all things 

Christ must have the preeminence. 

Jan, 25. 

JOSHUA A TYPE OF THE REDEEMER. 

For if Jesus had given them rest.—Heh. iv. 8. 

The passage which heads this exercise refers to 

Joshua, unto whom the direction and rule of Israel 

was committed after the death of Moses. In seve¬ 

ral respects he was eminently typical of the Lord 

Jesus Christ. His name is precisely the same in 

Hebrew as Jesus in Greek — signifying saviour 

He was appointed to be the temporal saviour oi 

Israel—Christ the spiritual and eternal saviour of 

his church. Moses preceded Joshua, and prepared 

the way for his engagements ; so, likewise, the 

whole economy of Moses was designed to be intro¬ 

ductory to that of Christ and his gospel. The law 

Was intended as a schoolmaster to bring us to Christ. 

Moses could not give the people rest, or bring them 

jnto possession of the good land; this was reserved 

for Joshua: so neither Moses nor yet the law which 

came by him, could give true rest to the soul; his 

was a yoke of heavv services and ceremonies: but 

Christ did offer true and saving rest, and a yoke 

which is easy, and a burden that is truly light. 

The waters of Jordan were divided by Joshua— 
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in the same waters Christ was baptized; when the 

heavens were divided, and God attested of him as 

his beloved Son, in whom he was well pleased. 

Joshua overthrew the walls of Jericho by the sound¬ 

ing of rams’ horns : Christ, in like manner, over¬ 

threw the powers and kingdom of darkness by the 

foolishness of preaching; the instruments being 

tax-gatherers and fishermen. While Joshua was 

engagedin combating the enemies of Israel, the sun 

stood still: while Jesus was spoiling principalities 

and powers on his cross, there was darkness over 

all the land. Joshua, as the captain of God’s host, 

led them into the land of promise: “ so it became 

him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all 

things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make 

the captain of our salvation perfect through suffer¬ 

ing.” (Heb. ii. 10.) Joshua had to do with the tem¬ 

poral interests of the united hosts of Israel: but 

Christ with the immortal interests of the unnum¬ 

bered members of his church. uoshua gave them a 

transient rest on earth: Christ gives an abiding 

rest in heaven. Shall we not be obedient, humble, 

and believing, lest we fall in the desert, like the 

thousands of rebellious Israel, and are excluded 

from God’s prepared and promised rest. 
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Jan. 26. 

DAVID A TYPE OF CHRIST. 

And my servant David, a Prince among them.— 

Ezek. xxxiv. 24. 

These words were uttered many years after 

David had gone the way of all flesh; and therefore 

could not possibly refer to him. We shall find no 

difficulty in discovering the person to whom they 

were intended to apply. That person was obviously 

the Lord Jesus Christ, of whom David was a distin¬ 

guished type. David signifies beloved; and Christ 

is beloved in a preeminent degree—beloved of the 

Father, beloved of angels, and the beloved of his 

church. David was a shepherd, and manifested 

the greatest tenderness towards his flock, and mag¬ 

nanimously rescued them from the lion and the 

bear. Jesus is the good shepherd who laid down 

his life for the sheep, that he might deliver them 

from the power of the devil, and from eternal death. 

David was an eminent prophet, and delivered many 

celebrated predictions respecting Christ and his 

church: Jesus is the great prophet, who made 

known perfectly the will of God, and who has re¬ 

vealed all things necessary concerning his church to 

the end of the world. David was a king, and reigned 

in Jerusalem: Jesus is king of kings, and reigns 

gloriously in the midst of his spiritual Zion. Da¬ 

vid was a successful warrior, and overcame both his 

secret and public adversaries: Christ is the Bozrah 
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conqueror, travelling in the greatness of his strength, 

mighty in battle, and who will finally make all his 

enemies his footstool. David composed most of 

the songs of Zion, and took a deep concern in the 

welfare of the Lord’s house: Jesus has provided 

the sweet odes of gospel melody, for the peace and 

joy of his people ; and he dwells constantly in the 

midst of his church. (Rev. i. 12—20.) David was 

distinguished for eminent holiness, and was a man 

after God’s own heart: Jesus was purity embodied; 

he was absolutely immaculate. We are not to for¬ 

get how deficient in this, as in every other case, is 

the type to the antitype. David was a man, and 

as such had many frailties: Christ was the God- 

man, and was free from the least imperfection. 

Are we the sheep of the Good Shepherd, the peo¬ 

ple of this great prophet, the subjects of this glori¬ 

ous monarch, the soldiers of this triumphant con¬ 

queror ? Can we say, This beloved is ours, and we 

are his ? 

Jan. 27. 

CHRIST A REDEEMER. 

I know that my Redeemer liveth.—Job. xix. 25. 

Such was the confident and happy assurance of 

the celebrated and pious Job. And such language 

may be adopted by every believing sinner. Man 
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had forfeited his liberty, and had become the slave 

of Satan. Man had forfeited his inheritance, and 

had become a wretched perishing outcast. Man 

had forfeited his life, and had become the victim 

of mortality. Man had forfeited his soul, and was 

justly exposed to the indignation and righteous 

wrath of God. Christ is the sinner’s Redeemer. 

He alone possesses merit and ability for the work. As 

the Divine Son of God, he is endowed with all the 

infinite perfections of the Father. He is both the 

wisdom and power of God. It behoved him as the 

Redeemer, to become kindred to those who were 

to be redeemed. Hence he was made of a woman, 

made under the law that he might redeem them 

that were under the law. (Gal. iv. 4.) The re¬ 

demption he accomplished, was both by price and 

power. He bought us to God. (2 Pet. ii. I.) 

The purchase price, was his own blood, — the pre¬ 

cious blood of Christ! (Rev. v. 9. 1 Pet. i. 19.) 

By his almighty power, he also overcame our ad¬ 

versaries, he bruised the head of the old serpent, 

spoiled principalities and powers, and made a shew 

of them openly, triumphing over them in it. (Col. 

ii. 15.) He also became the spoiler of death, and 

the plague of the grave, opening a passage through 

it, by his glorious resurrection from the dead, and 

as a complete conqueror; he led captivity captive, 

ascended on high, and received gifts for men. 

What a glorious and unrivalled Redeemer ! How 

dignified his character; how momentous his under- 
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taking: how complete his engagements ! Our Re¬ 

deemer, is the mighty one of Jacob, the Lord of 

Hosts is his name. 

Jan. 28. 

Part II. 

CHRIST A REDEEMER. 

I know that my Redeemer liveth.—Job. xix. 25. 

Jesus as our Redeemer, has completely changed 

the condition and prospects of mankind. Through 

the fall, we were involved in sin, bondage,and mi¬ 

sery, and exposed to eternal death. Christ has re¬ 

deemed us from sin, from its enthralling and de¬ 

grading influence, and from its present and 

everlasting consequences. Jesus redeemed us from 

the curse of the law, and from the bitterness 

of eternal death. Jesus has redeemed us into a 

state of access to God. Now there is a way open, 

whereby we may come to God, even to his seat; 

where, under the character of just, as well as mer¬ 

ciful, he can dispense pardon and life to the believ¬ 

ing sinner. Christ’s redemption, is a redemption 

from darkness to light, from sin to holiness, 

from wretchedness to peace, from hell to hea¬ 

ven, and from the power of Satan, to the en¬ 

joyment and image of the blessed God. This 

redemption was first intimated in the predic*- 
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tion immediately after the fall, was often re¬ 

newed by promise to the patriarchs, was typified by 

the victims offered on the ancient altars of sacrifice, 

was the burden of prophecy, and was finished by 

Christ’s expiring shout upon the cross. Christ 

alone possessed the power and merit by which it 

could be effected; therefore there is not, nor ever 

was, any other by which we can be saved. The 

Father appointed and sent him forth to redeem the 

world. The Spirit descended and wholly rested 

upon him, that he might effectually accomplish it. 

And he ardently and zealously came forth, and 

rested not until he had finished all the work which 

this mighty undertaking involved. This Redeemer 

is the joy of heaven, for all the celestial hosts, wor¬ 

ship and adore him. He is the terror of hell, for 

at his presence, the devils fear and tremble. lie is 

the salvation of earth, and it is the happy province 

of the Christian minister, to call upon the dying 

sinner, to “ behold the Lamb of God, who taketh 

away the sin of the world.” 

Jan.29 . 

CHRIST MY LIVING REDEEMER. 

I know that rmj Redeemer liveth.—Job. xix. 25. 

There are three words connected with this pas¬ 

sage of preeminent importance First,—Christ is a 
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Living Redeemer. Before his incarnation, he lived, 

and was in the bosom of his Father, his joy and de¬ 

light. Before the everlasting hills were laid, count¬ 

less ages before time began to roll, he lived and 

was Jehovah’s fellow, and was always rejoicing be¬ 

fore him. (Prov. viii. 23—31.) Christ was coex¬ 

istent with the Father—from everlasting to ever¬ 

lasting, God, As our Redeemer, he was crucified 

and put to death; but he was not holden of death, 

but by his almighty power he arose; and though 

dead, he is now alive again, and liveth for ever¬ 

more. He is not only a living Redeemer, but the 

great fountain of life: he has life in himself, and 

is the life of the world. The first Adam long since 

died; but the second Adam ever liveth. Patri¬ 

archs and prophets, priests and apostles, have died, 

but the Head of the Church — the Great High 

Priest and Apostle of our profession — ever liveth. 

Did he not live, he could not save, and impart 

life to others. II.—Christ is my Redeemer. Job 

could appropriate Christ to himself; and less than 

this cannot give hope and comfort to the soul. My 

beloved is mine; and I am his. We must feel 

that he loved us, and gave himself for us. The 

believing soul says he is mine; for he is the Re¬ 

deemer of the lost and the perishing, and I am one 

of the lost and the perishing. He is mine; for he 

has enabled me to throw myself at his feet, and 

look up to his cross. He is mine; for my hands 
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are laid upon his sacred head — my iniquities he 

has borne away. III. — I know that my Re¬ 

deemer liveth. I know he is mine. He has saic? 

eo my soul “ I am thy salvation.” He has spoken 

peace. He has justified me. He has shed abroad his 

love within my heart. His Spirit bears witness 

with my spirit. He dwells within me the hope of 

glory. I know that he liveth. He lives in my 

heart, as the resurrection and the life. He lives 

in the church on earth, as its head, and source of 

vitality and support. He lives on his mediatorial 

throne in heaven, and ever maketh intercession 

for us. How delightful ! — how necessary !— to 

feel and know that our Redeemer liveth. What 

present satisfaction and joy it produces, and what 

solid comfort and hope as to our future and eternal 

state! 

Jan. 30. 

CHRIST STANDING IN THE LATTER 

DAY UPON THE EARTH. 

And that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth. 

Job. xix. 25. 

This remarkable prediction of the Messiah, evi¬ 

dently refers to his glorious incarnation. Then did 

Job feel that his Redeemer was alive : but he also 

confidently looked onwards to a period, when he 

should become a visitor of man, and a resident on 
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earth. Then, Job’s Redeemer was highly exalted 

amid the glory of the celestial temple, receiving 

the ceaseless worship of seraphim and cherubim; 

but he saw a period when he would leave his hea¬ 

venly habitation, and be found in our world, in 

fashion as a man. The period referred to, is the 

latter day. This latter day, is represented as the 

day of Christ, the day which Abraham saw afar off, 

and was glad. This day began with Christ’s advent, 

and will only terminate with his second appearance, 

when he shall come without a sin offering, to the 

complete salvation of his people. During this day, 

Christ did stand upon the earth; he stood before men, 

as their Great Prophet, unveiling to them the my' 

teries of heaven; he stood as the Great Lawgiver, 

of his Church, and the example of purity, goodness, 

and truth; he stood there as the world’s philanthro¬ 

pist, and hence his life was exhausted in acts of un¬ 

rivalled and universal beneficence; he stood there 

as our Redeemer, and bore the assault of the powers 

of hell, and overcame on our behalf all our enemies. 

He stood and received the cup of incensed wrath, 

and trod the winepress of the Divine indignation 

alone; he stood there until he had fulfilled the 

whole plan of redemption, and had completely extri¬ 

cated our world from the sentence of eternal death 

But we have already hinted that there will be another 

advent, that Christ will come again, and stand a 

second time on the earth. It seems highly proba¬ 

ble that this might be the appearing, to which Job 
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especially referred, as he connects with it his own 

resurrection and beatific vision of the blessed God. 

Yes, Christ will again stand on the earth, and raise 

to life and immortality, his sleeping saints, and 

clothe them with all the beauty of unfading youth. 

Blessed are all they who are looking for him. 

Even so come Lord Jesus. Come quickly. Amen. 

Jan. 31. 

THE NAME JESUS GIVEN. 

And thou shalt call his name, Jesus.—Matt. i. 21. 

Joseph, the espoused husband of the virgin, was 

the person, to whom the name which the Redeemer 

should bear, was announced. The Messenger wras 

an angel of the Lord, who was sent to remove all 

his suspicions and fears, respecting Mary. The 

name itself was Jesus, which strictly signifies, 

Jehovah, the Saviour, or Jehovah, Salvation. 

And it was given to him, because salvation was his 

work and object; “for he shall save his people from 

their sins.” The name Jesus, wras the most appro- 

priate name which Messiah could receive. Consider 

the predictions which had been delivered by the an¬ 

cient prophets: they all referred to him as a Saviour. 

Consider his covenant engagements with the La¬ 

ther, they were all connected with salvation. He 

engaged to redeem the world, and to save all who 
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should believe. Consider the state and condition 

of the human family; they did not require legisla¬ 

tors, or philosophers, or poets, these they had in 

abundance, but they required a Saviour. Con¬ 

sider the usurped dominion of Satan, as God of 

this world; view his empire in its despotism, in 

the cruelty and misery produced in the souls of men, 

and ask yourselves, what would be the greatest gift 

heaven could confer ? and you will readily admit, 

a Saviour. Consider men, as destined to an end¬ 

less duration of existence, and by reason of sin, 

that existence, irreparably one of separation from 

the holy presence of God, and one of condemnation 

and wrath with kindred spirits in a world of woe, 

and then every thing appears trifling and worthless, 

except a Saviour. Finally, consider men in their 

extensive powers and amazing faculties, capable of 

infinite improvement, and of unspeakable felicity ; 

and remember that only by one means, could this 

exaltation and felicity be rendered possible, and 

that by the appearance and work of a Saviour. 

How precious then is this name; how associated 

with all that is momentous to our world. 

“ Jesus, the name to sinners dear, 

“ The name to sinners given ; 

“It scatters all their guilty fear, 

“ It turns their hell to heaven.” 
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Feb. 1. 

Part II. 

THE N4ME JESUS GIVEN. 

And thou shalt call his name Jesus.—Matt. i. 21. 

We have already considered the appropriateness 

of this precious name. Consider now its authority, 

influence, and power. This name is the authority 

by which the gospel is preached. Repentance and 

remission of sins are to be preached only in his 

name. (Luke xxiv, 47.) The apostle, therefore, as¬ 

sured the high priest and rulers, that “ there is 

none othe»r name under heaven given among men 

whereby we must be saved.” (Acts iv. 1*2.) In 

like manner, also, we find that baptism was to be 

administered in his name. Hence, when the mul¬ 

titude under Peter’s sermon cried out “men and 

brethren, what must we do?” he said, “repent, 

and be baptized every one of you in the name of 

Jesus Christ.” So also, those who heard Paul preach 

at Ephesus “were baptized in the name of the 

Lord Jesus.” This name is associated with all 

the duties of the Christian life and character. We 

are to meet for public worship in his name. We 

are to offer up both our praises and supplications 

in his name. Yea, we are enjoined to do all in the 

name of the Lord Jesus. (Col. iii. 17.) 

As this name is authoritative, so is it also amaz¬ 

ingly powerful and influential. Devils fled before 
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it. At its sound diseases vanished. When uttered 

aloud, the dead heard it and lived. Wherever it 

was preached, pagan temples became desolate, pa¬ 

gan altars were overthrown, and men were turn¬ 

ed from dumb and senseless idols to the living 

God. And this name possesses all its original mar¬ 

vellous virtue and power. By it men are changed 

from darkness to light. By it we have forgiveness 

of sin, and peace and joy in the Holy Ghost. It is 

this that gives power to preaching, solidity to ordi¬ 

nances, and efficacy to prayer. In one word — we 

have life, in all its comprehensiveness and perpe¬ 

tuity, in his name. (John xx. 30.) Shall not this 

name, then, have a preeminence in our affections? 

Shall it not be the theme of our praises on earth, 

as it will assuredly be the burden of our songs in 

heaven. But this name demands our adoration, 

on account of its dignity and sacredness; our sub¬ 

jection, on account of its authority and power— 

“at the name of Jesus every knee should bow.” 

(Phil. ii. 10.) And it also especially demands our 

faith; for we are healed, accepted, and eternally 

saved, by faith in his name. 

“ Jesus ! transporting sound ! 

The joy of earth and heaven ; 

No other help is found ; 

No other name is given 

By which we can salvation have. 

But Jesus came the world to save/* 
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Feb. 2. 

Part III. 

THE NAME, JESUS. 

Jesus, for he shall save his people from their sins.— 

Matt, i. 21. 

The name Jesus was given to the Redeemer, 

oecause he should save his people from their sins. 

To save, is to rescue, or deliver. Now he came to 

rescue a perishing world, to deliver a guilty, rebel¬ 

lious race. He came to deliver, or save “from sin,” 

because it was sin that had ruined us, and any sal¬ 

vation short of this, would have been inefficient to 

men’s happiness and safety. He came to save “his 

people,” the Jews, of whom, as concerning the flesh 

he came, and to whom he first revealed and offered 

mercy. Or it may mean those who believe upon 

him, whether Jew or Gentile, as it is only such who 

become the Sons of God, and truly enjoy the bles¬ 

sings of Christ’s salvation. (John i. 1*2.) He came 

to save his people from “their” sins. Sin is a per¬ 

sonal matter, it is a disease within our own hearts, 

it is a plague spot, with which every human being 

is defiled. Salvation must therefore be personal. 

It must not suffice to say Christ is here, or there, 

the kingdom of God must be within us. Christ 

‘‘came” to save us. Prophets had been sent, and 

one generation of Priests had succeeded another; 

but none came to save, but Jesus. None else had 
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vhe qualifications, the merit, the power, necessary 

Jor t his great work. And Christ does save his peo¬ 

ple from their sins. He saves from the guilt of sin 

by his forgiving love and purifying grace; he saves 

from the pollution of sin, by his cleansing and sanc¬ 

tifying blood; he saves from the power of sin, by 

the converting and regenerating influences of his 

Spirit; he saves also from the love of sin ; from the 

vassalage of sin; and from its dreadful consequences 

in the world to come. Christ’s salvation is free, 

full, complete, and everlasting. Dear reader, art 

thou acquainted with Jesus ; has he said to thy soul, 

“ I am thy salvation”? How all-important that we 

feel the sentiment expressed by the Poet; 

“ Stung by the scorpion sin. 

My poor expiring soul 

The balmy sound drinks in, 

And is at once made whole; 

See there my Lord upon the tree ! 

I hear, I feel, he died for me” 

Feb. 3. 

THE BIRTH OF JESUS. 

For unto you is born this day, in the city of David, Christ 

the Lord.—Luke ii. 17. 

Four thousand years had rolled round, since God 

had given the promise of a Saviour to the world. 

Patriarchs, and prophets, and kings, had been look- 
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ing for its fulfilment, and hoping for its realization 

but had died without the sight. At last however- 

an angel reveals to Mary, the highly favoured 

of the Lord, that she was to be mother of the long 

predicted Messiah. The same event is disclosed to 

Joseph, and now the actual appearance of Jesus is 

announced; “this day is born in the city of David, 

Christ the Lord.” The place of the Redeemer’s 

birth was Bethlehem, called in the text, “ the city 

of David,” the birth place of the illustrious psalm¬ 

ist, which had been referred to, by the prophet Mi- 

call. v. 2. Matt. ii. 5. Here the Redeemer made 

his first appearance in our world. “ Unto you is 

born,” said the celestial Messenger, to the astonished 

shepherds, “ Christ the Lord.” All that Jesus un- 

dertook, all that he did, all that he suffered, and all 

' that he is now doing, is for us. He was born for 

our welfare and salvation. Love to us brought him 

from heaven to earth, from a throne to a manger, 

and from the glory, homage, and adoration of the 

holy hosts; to be clothed with human form, an 

helpless babe in the manger at Bethlehem. How 

important and illustrious that day ! a day which 

Abraham had seen afar off, and which even then, 

had filled him with delight. A day, for which the 

church had been believing and hoping, and which 

had been the constant theme of every song, and the 

burden of every prayer. Now commenced the 

morning of the gospel era, the latter days, which 

vere to be crowned with light, and life, and glory. 
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Behold the morning star, with its brilliant rays, illu¬ 
mines the horizon; and while the shepherds gaze 
in wonder, the tidings of a Saviour’s birth are re¬ 
vealed. For unto you is bom this day in the city 
of David, Christ the Lord. How changed the terms 
made use of, previously it had been predicted 
and promised that at some future time, Messiah 
should appear; but the glorious event is now real¬ 
ized. Unto you is born; he now lives, of whom all 
the prophets spake; the first event in the history of 

redemption has taken place. The child is born, 
the son is given, the mercy promised to the Fathers, 
hath now appeared; God indeed is dwelling with men 
upon the earth. For this day is oorn unto you, 
Christ the Lord. 

Feb. 4. 

THE ANGELICK SONG AT THE BIRTH 

OF JESUS. 

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth, peace, and 

good will towards men.—Luke ii. 14. 

The birth of Jesus produced this illustrious song. 
A song, connected with God and men, and with 
heaven and earth. A song, which gives the highest 
glory to Jehovah, and which announces sweetest 
peace, and good will to men. Sin had eclipsed the 
Divine glory, violated the Divine command, and 
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$'• covered the seat of Divine majesty, with clouds anc 

darkness. Jesus came expressly to reveal unto us 

the Father; that he might exhibit to a guilty world, 

the beauties of his divine perfection, especially the 

spotlessness of his holiness, and the boundlessness 

of his mercy and love. The glory of God is seen 

in every object creation presents to our eyes. The 

w7orld is full of his glory. But in that redemption 

of which Christ’s birth was the first grand step, 

“ The whole Deitv is known ; 
•» 

Nor dares the creature guess 

Which of the glories brightest shone, 

^ The justice cr the grace.” 

Sin had produced anarchy and rebellion in our 

earth, man was found in arms against God. And 

the face of God was against the sinner. But now 

appears the heavenly ambassador, who comes with 

a message of peace to rebel man, and to introduce 

the gospel of reconciliation by which heaven and 

earth should be united in bonds of harmony and 

love. Not only was Christ's appearance a token of 

peace, but also of “good will.” God had revealed 

his mercy by prophets and priests : but now appears 

the pledge: now appears in an embodied form, the 

love of God, in that he does not spare his own son, 

but delivers him up for us all. His good will was 

so gr&at, so inexpressibly great, that his owrn son 

is the appointed propitiatory sacrifice; that he 

might be the just God, and yet the Saviour. This 
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good will also, includes the favour and fellowship of 

angels; they are not indifferent spectators, but are 

deeply interested in all that relates to the Divine 

glory, and in all that refers to human felicity. 

They greatly rejoice on the occasion, and in strains 

of exultation and joy, sing in delightful concert, 

“ glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 

and good will towards men.” We are now come 

to an innumerable company of angels. They min¬ 

ister to the saints on earth, and form one happy and 

unbroken fellowship with them in heaven. Do I 

rejoice in the sentiments contained in this celestial 

song ? Am I concerned for the Divine glory ? 

Have I peace with God through Christ; and do 

I participate in the gracious regards, the good will 

of God ? The subject of the angels’ song ought 

not only to be clear to our understanding, but full 

of glowing comfort and joy to our hearts. 

Feb. 5. 

THE VISIT OF THE EASTERN MAGI¬ 

CIANS TO CHRIST. 

And when they were come into the house, they saiv the 

young child, with Mary his mother.—Matt. ii. 11. 

These celebrated persons whose journey i-s thus 

recorded, were Persian philosophers, men of supe¬ 

rior learning, and whose chief study, most probably. 



54 GOLDEN POT OF MANNA, 

was that of astronomy. Their attention was ar^s- 

ted, by the extraordinary appearance of a new star 

or rather brilliant meteor; and a great expecta¬ 

tion prevailing at this period, that some eminent 

person would appear, they directed their steps to 

Jerusalem, that they might enquire where the long 

predicted and earnestly expected Messiah should 

be born. Bethlehem being the place spoken of 

by the prophet Micah, they proceed on their inte¬ 

resting journey, until, at last, the meteor became 

stationary over the place where Jesus was. Then 

immediately follows the interview: the toil, and ex¬ 

penses of their journey is rewarded, by beholding 

the young child with Mary his mother. And what 

did they feel, when they beheld the little babe, in 

a place so poor and mean, and under such circum¬ 

stances of earthly humiliation ? Were they disap¬ 

pointed ? Did they turn aside in disgust ? Did they 

regret their extended journey ? No ; confident that 

the whole was supernatural—that the finger of God 

was in it—they believe in the infant Prince, and 

worship at his feet. Several instructive lessons are 

taught us by the history of these worshippers of 

Jesus. By nature, we are all far from Christ. To 

guide us to Jesus, we have the star of the gos¬ 

pel, as a light shining in a dark place. Following 

its gracious rays, we shall assuredly be brought to 

the presence of the Saviour. If we turn aside to 

human learning or human expedients, as the sages 

did when they went to Jerusalem, we shall cease to 
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be benefited by the star. When come to Jesus, 

we shall find no earthly pomp, or worldly splendour, 

his kingdom is not of this world. But we shall find 

the child given, the son born, the wonderful coun¬ 

sellor, the prince of peace. In him we shall obtain 

righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy 

Ghost. 

Feb. 6. 

THE OFFERINGS OF THE WISE MEN 

TO JESUS. 

And fell down and worshipped him ; and when they had 

opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts, gold> 

and frankincense, and myrrh.—Matt. ii. 11. 

Notwithstanding the very humble situation in 

which they find the child Jesus, the faith of the 

wise men embraces him, as the long-expected and 

new-born king. Hence they fall down, before him, 

and worship him. Then they opened their trea¬ 

sures, and presented unto him gifts. I. They give 

him gold, as a sort of voluntary tribute, as king 

“ To him shall be given of the gold of Sheba.” 

II. They give him frankincense, as a divine priest, 

whose business it was to burn it on the sacred altar. 

III. They give him myrrh, as a man — as a token 

of that which should embalm his mortal remains. 

Or rather, leaving particular interpretation out of 

the matter, they gave him the most precious things 
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their country possessed. Here then we behold the 

industrious perseverance of these men, their strong 

and vigorous faith, their profound humility, and, 

finally, their gratitude and noble generosity. By 

their gifts the Saviour was provided with the means 

of being conveyed into Egypt, and of abiding there 

until the death of the murderous Herod. Behold, 

then, in the star, an emblem of the glorious gospel. 

In the wise men, an illustrious example of faith, 

perseverance, and liberality. And in their presence 

at the feet of Christ a certain token of that success 

which shall assuredly crown the efforts of all who 

seek Jesus in spirit and in truth. And now let us 

daily present unto Jesus the myrrh of repentance 

for our sins; the frankincense of faith in his pre¬ 

cious merits, as the only sacrifice for guilt; and the 

gold of our supreme love, as the beloved of our 

souls, the joy of our hearts, and our salvation for 

ever. 

Feb. 7. 

THE PRESENTATION OF JESUS. 

They brought him to Jerusalem to present him to the 

Lord.—Luke ii. 22. 

It behoved Christ to be subjected to all the ce¬ 

remonies of the law. Hence, when eight days old, 

according to the law, he underwent the rite of cir¬ 

cumcision. In addition to this, there was the ordi- 
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nance of presentation, when the mother should ap¬ 

pear in the temple with her first child, and should 

<)ffer a sacrifice to the Lord. If the person was 

rich, the law required a lamb and pigeon; if poor, 

a small gift only was required. Such being the 

case with Mary, she offered “a pair of turtle doves 

or two young pigeons.” The act itself was de¬ 

signed to imply the giving up of the child, as the 

first fruit, to the Lord. Whatever difference may 

exist in the church, as to the propriety of infant 

baptism, there can be none as to the importance of 

presenting our children by believing prayer to 

God. Children are the gifts of heaven; and the 

best way of expressing our gratitude to the giver, 

and our love to the gifts, is to dedicate them, as far 

as we can to God and train them up in the way of 

divine fear and obedience. Never had mother 

such a child to present, as on this occasion. A 

child in whom were embodied all the glories of the 

Godhead. Never was the temple so honoured as 

now, when the saying of the prophet was literally 

accomplished—“The glory of the latter house shall 

be greater than that of the former. And I will 

shake all nations, and the desire of all nations shall 

come, and I will fill this house with glory, saith the 

Lord of Hosts.” (Hag. ii. 6. 9.) Never was a child 

to be dedicated, so connected with the divine glory, 

and to all that is interwoven with the great and 

immortal concerns of a dying world, d his offer- 
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ing conferred unrivalled dignity on both the temple 

and the priest. And never did God receive a con¬ 

secrated child with such complacency and delight. 

How pleasing it is to contemplate every part and 

stage of human existence as sanctified by Christ. 

He has sanctified the helplessness of infancy, by 

being the infant of days. He who bears up all sys¬ 

tems and all worlds, was carried and borne up a 

little child before the Lord. He whom all the 

celestial hosts delight to worship and honour, was 

carried to the temple, there to receive the prayer 

and blessing of him who ministered before the altar. 

We cannot fail to be reminded, also, of the great 

pleasure and interest which Jesus afterwards took 

in little children. How he rebuked the disciples 

who would have kept them at a distance, and how 

he took them in his arms, and blessed them, saying 

“ of such is the kingdom of God.” 

Feb. 8. 

CHRIST IN THE ARMS OF SIMEON. 

Then took he him up in his arms, and blessed God. 
Luke ii. 28. 

Christ’s appearance had been predicted for 

many hundreds of years, and the pious and believing 

Jews ever lived anxiously waiting to behold the il¬ 

lustrious event. Among the most devout and holy 

of these, was Simeon, whose character and history 
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are briefly narrated in the verses connected with 

the text. To Simeon it had been graciously re¬ 

vealed, that he should not see death, until he had 

seen the Lord’s Christ. When Christ was presen¬ 

ted, the Spirit directed Simeon to the temple at 

the same time. Then was his hope realized, then 

was the great desire of his heart fulfilled; now life 

was no longer necessary, and therefore he took the 

child Jesus up in his arms, and blessed God, ex¬ 

claiming, “ Lord now lettest thou tby servant de¬ 

part in peace, according to thy word, for mine eyes 

have seen thy salvation.” From this peculiarly in¬ 

teresting narrative, we learn,—I. Where Christ is 

to be found. In his temple. His church is his 

abiding place; this he has made his rest for ever. 

The Spirit and the word, both direct us to the ordi¬ 

nances of his house. Here if we come in faith, wre 

shall assuredly meet with the Lord’s Christ. II. 

The eye of faith, has Christ for its object. Simeon 

beheld the Redeemer, and was filled with holy joy. 

And to whom shall the lost and perishing look, but 

unto Christ, who is the way, the truth, and the life. 

To whom shall the sin-stung sinner direct his eyes, 

but unto him who was expressly lifted up, that we 

might not perish, but have everlasting life. III. 

When we see Christ by an eye of faith, then do we 

behold God’s salvation. Christ is God’s salvation, 

selected, appointed, and sent forth of the Father. 

He is the only Mediator between God and us, and 

there is salvation in none other. IV. Christ must 
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be embraced in the arms of affection and delight. 

We must have him in close connexion with our souls, 

lie must dwell in our hearts, and be to us the fair¬ 

est among ten thousand, yea the altogether lovely. 

V. Christ received by faith, and love, will excite 

us to thankfulness, and devoted praise to God. 

And when he took him up in his arms, he blessed 

God. And in the possession of this celestial trea¬ 

sure, the soul will be constrained to exclaim, 

66 thanks be to God for his unspeakable gift.” We 

bless God for health, and food, and raiment, 

and reason. How much more then for the gift of 

gifts, the fountain of every other mercy, and with¬ 

out which life itself must terminate in all the agony 

and despair of the second death. VI. When Christ 

is possessed, then we are ready either for life or 

death. If we live, we shall live to him; and if we 

die, we shall depart in peace, our eyes having seen 

God’s salvation. 

Feb* 9. 

CHRIST AMONG THE DOCTORS. 

They found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the 

doctors.—Luke ii. 46. 

Jesus was now twelve years of age; and attended 

his mother and reputed father to the feast of the 

passover at Jerusalem. The period of their return 

having arrived, his parents, on the end of their 
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first day’s journey homewards, perceived that he 

was not in their company; on which they return to 

Jerusalem, and on the third day they found him 

sitting among the doctors, in one of the chambers 

attached to the temple, both hearing them and ask¬ 

ing them questions. In this simple and beautiful 

narration, we are led to contemplate the intellectual 

greatness of the Redeemer's character.—He had lived 

with his parents at Nazareth; and he had doubt¬ 

less received no educational advantages, by which 

his powers could be improved. But, notwithstand¬ 

ing this, he possessed all the treasures of wisdom 

and knowledge. — He was quite capable, when only 

twelve years old, of understanding all the subtle 

reasonings of the doctors of the law; and therefore 

we find him, not as a mere gazing quiet spectator, 

but as an intelligent observer; sitting in the midst 

of them, both hearing them and asking questions. 

We are also led to consider this occurrence, as real¬ 

izing the truth of ancient types, and as fulfilling the 

testimonies of prophecy. Moses was a distinguished 

type of the Redeemer, for he was learned not only 

in all the learning of the Egyptians, but in the will 

and laws of God. Here, then, we view the great 

and glorious Antitype, when only twelve years of 

age, in the midst of those very men who made the 

laws of Moses their daily study, “ hearing them and 

asking them questions.” David and Solomon also 

typified the Redeemer. The former could say £t I 

have more understanding than all my teachers,” 
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and Solomon was wise above all men who ever 

lived. Thus we behold him whom they typically 

represented, so gifted in his youth as to display his 

knowledge in the midst of the most learned assem¬ 

bly that any nation of that age could produce. 

Feb. 10. 

Part II. 

CHRIST AMONG THE DOCTORS. 

They found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the 

doctors.—Luke ii. 46, 

It had been distinctly predicted, 66 that the spirit 

of the Lord was to rest upon Christ, as the spirit of 

counsel and of might, of wisdom and of knowledge, 

to make him of quick understanding in the fear of 

the Lord.” (Isaiah xi. 1-3.) Is it possible to con¬ 

ceive of a more direct or striking fulfilment of this 

prophecy, than when the lovely youth of Nazareth 

was found in the midst of the doctors, hearing them 

and asking them questions. Have we not also in 

this event, the Saviour’s sanctification of the use of 

means. We do not dispute for a single moment, 

that as he possessed wisdom in a degree never pos¬ 

sessed by any other, so also that it was communicated 

in a manner peculiar to himself. Yet here we have 

one instance of the Saviour making use of the ordi¬ 

nary means, in the attainment of knowledge. He 
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is found in the place of the learned; he is sitting, 

which indicates a suitable position of body, and a 

patient and attentive state of mind; he listens to the 

discourses of those around him, and when the mat¬ 

ter is not plain, or the information not satisfactory, 

he employs his own powers, and is found asking 

them questions. Readers, if you are thirsting after 

knowledge, go and do likewise. Was not this event, 

finally, a Prelude of one part of that work which he 

came to execute. The word of God had been greatly 

corrupted by these Doctors; false glosses had been 

given to divine truth; Jesus came to restore the 

law to its original purity; he came that the people 

might possess the unadulterated truths of the holy 

scriptures. These doctors were to be his chief op¬ 

ponents, so that he now seemed to appear as the 

ominous star of a morning, which was about to dawn, 

when the clouds of ignorance should be dispelled, 

and the true light of day should visit a benighted 

world. What were the immediate subjects to which 

he listened, or the questions he asked, we are not 

informed. One thing however is stated, 66 that all 

who heard him were astonished at his understanding 

and answers.” 
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Feb. 11. 

CHRIST ABOUT HIS FATHER’S 

BUSINESS. 

Wist ye net that I must be about my Father s business. 

Luke ii. 

Christ came to be a pattern to us in all the re¬ 

lationships of life, which he filled. Hence it is 

recorded, when Joseph and Mary found him in the 

temple, that he went down to Nazareth, and wras 

subject to them, No doubt his early life, was one 

spotless copy of affectionate obedience. His reply 

however to his mother, who asked, “ why hast thou 

thus dealt with us ? behold thy Father and I have 

sought thee sorrowing,” is deserving of especial no¬ 

tice. “ Wist ye not, said he, that I must be about my 

Father’s business.” He did not reject the authority 

which they exercised, but he sweetly reminded her, 

that he had another Father, and thkt his business, 

was of supreme importance. And how completely 

did all his life embody the sentiment thus expressed. 

It was for this he left the high abodes of bliss, and 

became an inhabitant of our world. For this, that 

he assumed a servant's form, and took a servant’s 

place, that he might execute his Father’s business. 

For what did the Redeemer live; wherefore was 

he subjected to toil, and poverty, and suffering, and 

reproach ? was it not that he might accomplish his 

Father’s business ? And after he entered upon fes 
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great official engagements; he never wearied, he 

never once turned aside from this great work. It 

was his meat and drink to do his Father’s will; the 

zeal of his engagements absorbed all his soul, em¬ 

ployed all his energies, engrossed all his time. By 

the sea shore, in the desert, on the summit of the 

mountain, when passing on the common roads of 

Judea, in the humble village, or in the streets of 

the city of Jewish solemnities, he was ever about 

his Father’s business. At last the active depart¬ 

ment of that work was completed, and he satisfac¬ 

torily exclaimed, “ I have finished the work which 

thou gavest me to do.” (John xvii. 3.) And shortly 

afterwards he ended all he had engaged to bear and 

to suffer; and closed his work and life together, 

crying with a loud voice, u It is finished,” and thus 

yielded up the Ghost. Dear reader, in this, Jesus 

hath left us an example, that we should follow his 

steps. 

Feb. 12. 

BAPTISM OF JESUS. 

Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan, to be baptized 

of him.—Matt. iii. 13. 

The baptism of Jesus, was the first striking event 
connected with his public life. He was now about 
thirty years of age, when he appeared as a candidate 
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for this interesting rite. Until now he had dwelt at 

Nazareth, concealed from the rulers and doctors of 

the church, and unknown to the world in general. 

From Galilee to where John was baptizing, was 

about ninety miles : these Jesus cheerfully travelled, 

that he might pass through the waters of baptism, 

and be anointed for the great work of his public 

ministry. We now behold him standing before 

John, when the eyes of the illustrious harbinger are 

immediately fastened upon him. In him he perceives 

the long expected Messiah, the beloved Son of God. 

He therefore modestly declines to baptize Jesus: 

assigning as his reason his own need, rather to re¬ 

ceive that ordinance from the hands of Christ. Je¬ 

sus in reply, assures the humble John, that though 

he might be the Messiah, yet even as such, it 

became him as well as his disciples, to fulfil all 

righteousness, (v. 15.) Here the Redeemer evi¬ 

dently recognizes baptism as a part of righteousness, 

and teaches us clearly that whatever God command- 

eth, whether it may refer to a moral obligation, or 

to a ceremonial institution, that it becomes us, as 

an imperative duty, as an act of subjection, to the 

great Legislator, at once cheerfully and heartily to 

fulfil it. Here we have immaculateness baptized; here 

we have the Lord of all, in the hands of one of his 

servants, attending to an institution grounded on his 

own authority. Never was a servant more honoured 

than John was on this occasion. Never was an or¬ 

dinance more gloriously recognized and hallowed 
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than that of baptism. Here is ample matter, bv 

which our wonder and admiration may be excited; 

and where we are called to behold a striking model 

of humble and ready obedience. 

Feb. 13. 

Part II. 

BAPTISM OF JESUS. 

John’s objection to baptize Jesus, being over¬ 

ruled, we now see them descending into the wraters 

of Jordan, and there the Redeemer is baptized. 

Jordan had often been distinguished in old testa¬ 

ment history, once it had been divided by Joshua 

that the hosts of Israel might pass through to the 

land of promise. Now Jesus honours it by being 

buried beneath its streams, as an emblem of that 

death which he should suffer, that the believing 

hosts of the Lord, might have a free and glorious 

passage to the realms of the celestial Canaan. Af¬ 

ter he was baptized, he cometh up straightway out 

of the water, when lo, the most astonishing and 

wonderful phenomena distinguish the event. I.— 

The heavens ivere opened. The aerial heavens were 

divided asunder, and most probably the highest 

neaven, and the throne of the eternal became visi¬ 

ble. In this case, the scene would resemble that 

which the dying Stephen beheld. (Acts vii. 55.) 
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And this manifestation of glory, indicated the 

arrival of that dispensation, which was emphatically 

designated the kingdom of heaven. II.—A voice 

was heard from the excellent glory, proclaiming Je¬ 

sus, the beloved of the Father. Here Christ’s son- 

ship is attested by the Father. Here the Father’s 

attachment and delight in Jesus, is proclaimed be¬ 

fore both worlds. Heaven heard it, and the celes¬ 

tial hosts paid him the highest homage. Men 

heard it, and on the belief or rejection of the divine 

record, rested all their happiness, or all their woe. 

Doubtless devils heard, and it was portentous of 

their overthrow and ruin. In Jesus was the Father 

well pleased. Well pleased in the constitution of his 

person; well pleased in the holiness of his nature; 

well pleased in the voluntariness of his engagements; 

and well pleased in his obedience to the ordinance 

of baptism ; and in the commencement of that glo¬ 

rious career of activity and benevolence, by which 

in connexion with his death, the redemption of the 

world was to be accomplished. And God is well 

pleased with all who imitate the example and obey 

the commandments of the Son of God. In this way 

only, shall heaven be opened to receive us, and in 

the final day, the approbation of God secured. 
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Feb. 14. 

THE ANOINTING OF JESUS. 

The Spirit of God descending like a Dove and lighting 

upon him.—Matt. iii. 16. 

Both kings and priests were set apart to their 

offices, with anointing oil. Jesus had to sustain 

both offices in himself, like Melchisedec, he was 

king of Salem and priest of the most high God. 

The literal anointing with oil, typified the anoint¬ 

ing of Jesus and his church with the Holy Ghost. 

Christ’s anointing evidently took place when he 

was baptized. Then “the Spirit of God descend¬ 

ing like a Dove lighted upon him.” The descrip¬ 

tion given of the Spirit’s descent upon Jesus, 

like a Dove, may refer to those features of meek¬ 

ness, pity, and love, which are produced by the 

Spirit, and which so eminently distinguished the 

Redeemer; or, it may refer to the manner of the 

Dove in hovering over the place where it designs 

to fall. The term evidently signifies the same 

as that which is applied to the Spirit of God in 

the first creation, “and the Spirit of God moved 

upon the face of the waters.” (Gen. i. 2.) Let it 

however, be observed, that Christ’s anointing was 

indispensable to the execution of his great under¬ 

taking. For by this, as the man Christ Jesus, he 

was to be qualified for his prophetic, priestly, and 

regal offices, and by this he was to offer himself 

without spot to God. (Heb. ix. 14.) 
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Feb. 15. 

Part II. 

THE ANOINTING OF JESUS. 

The Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting 

upon him.—Matt. iii. 16. 

Isaiah had delivered two express predictions 

on the subject of Christ’s anointing, (xi. 2. — 

lxi. 1.,) the latter of which Christ applied to 

himself in his first sermon in the synagogue at 

Nazareth. (Luke iv. 16, 21.) In the anointing 

of Jesus the Spirit wholly descended upon him, to 

others it had been apportioned according to duties, 

times, and circumstances, but Jesus possessed it in 

all its plenitude. For God, says John the Baptist, 

“giveth not the Spirit by measure unto him.” 

(John iii. 34.) To Apostles in after times, and to 

the favoured members of the first churches, the 

Spirit was imparted in great abundance. To one 

was given the spirit of healing, to another pro¬ 

phecy, to another discerning of spirits, &c., but to 

Christ the whole spirit was given undivided. He 

possessed it in all its diversity of operation, in all 

its fulness of power, in all its unspeakable glory. 

He became the depository of the Spirit, hence he 

said to his disciples, “ If I go away, I will send the 

Comforter unto you.” And hence the Spirit is 

emphatically designated the Spirit of Christ. (Rom. 

viii. 9.) Have we fellowship with Jesus, in his 

holy anointing ? Have we received the Spirit into 
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our hearts, by which we have become a “holy 

nation,” “a peculiar people,” “a royal priest¬ 

hood.”? Let that passage be carefully read where 

the Apostle saith, “now he which stablisheth us 

with you in Christ, and hath anointed us, is God; 

who hath also sealed us, and given the earnest of 

the Spirit in our hearts.” (2 Cor. i. 21.) And 

ought we not constantly to pray, 

“ If in my Father’s love, 

I share a filial part 

Send down thy Spirit like a Dove, 

To rest upon my heart.” 

Feb. 16. 

THE TEMPTATION OF CHRIST. 

Tempted of the Devil.—Matt. iv. 1. 

Immediately after the glorious events connected 

with the baptism and anointing of Jesus, his ardu¬ 

ous work commences, the powers of darkness come 

forth against him, and in the next sentence to that 

where we read of the Father’s approving voice, we 

meet with the passage which heads this exercise, 

that, “Jesus was led up of the Spirit into the wil¬ 

derness to be tempted of the Devil.” Several very 

striking circumstances were connected with this 

event. I.-—There was the dreariness of the scene. 

He was tempted in the wilderness, a place which 
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afforded an affecting representation of that world 

which he came to redeem. For by reason of sin, 

our earth has connected with it all the sterility and 

dangers of the dreary desert. It was in Eden that 

man was overcome by the enemy, and by which 

Paradise became a wilderness. It is in the wilder¬ 

ness that the Adversary is first met by the con¬ 

quering seed of the woman, by whose completed 

conquests the wilderness shall be glad, bud, and 

blossom as the rose, and again become paradise 

regained — the paradise of the Lord. We learn 

from this also, that in the deepest solitude, we are 

still exposed to the temptations of the Enemy of 

Souls. Observe, II.—The Time of the temptation. It 

was immediately after his heavenly recognition and 

anointing with the Holy Ghost. This should 

teach us that, after peculiar scenes of joy and 

elevation, Satan may be expected to use his 

utmost power to bring us into sin, darkness, and 

condemnation. The time also of Christ’s temp¬ 

tation was immediately connected with the holy 

duties of retirement, meditation, and prayer. Af¬ 

ter enjoying the closest converse with his hea¬ 

venly Father, after fasting for forty days and forty 

nights, Satan commences his terrific and fierce as¬ 

saults. Need we wonder, then, that in the secluded 

scenes of domestic life, or in the still more silent 

retirement of our closets, Satan should direct his 

fiery darts at the people of God. Wherever we 

may be, we are exposed to this common foe of God 
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and man. How necessary that we should watch 

his movements, that we be not ignorant of his de¬ 

vices. The gospel armour is essential to the Chris¬ 

tian’s safety. 

Feb. 17 

Part II. 

THE TEMPTATION OF CHRIST. 

Tempted of the Devil.—Matt. iv. 1. 

Having noticed the place and time of the Sa¬ 

viour’s temptation, let us observe III.—The character 

of the tempter. He was tempted of the Devil; that 

fallen angel, the leader of those spirits in crime, 

who kept not their first estate; the same malignant 

agent who tempted our first parents, and respecting 

whom, the promise relating to the woman’s seed, 

was principally directed. His enmity to the human 

race was then declared, and every age in our world’s 

history, has verified the declaration. His assaults 

had been directed against all grades in society, rich 

and poor, wise and ignorant, savage and civilized, 

and in too many instances with success. Ide had 

raged against the church of God; he had raised up 

violent persecutors; he had tried to rase its founda¬ 

tions, and now he assails the person of the Son of 

God. Knowing the dignity and power of Christ, ifc 

G 
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manifested the most tremendous daring and temer¬ 

ity in the tempter. Then consider IV.— The mode 

of temptation which he made use of. He tempted 

him to discontent and dissatisfaction with his Fa¬ 

ther’s arrangements, and urged him if he were the 

Son of God, to make stones into bread. He then 

tempted him to rash and unholy presumption, by 

requesting him to cast himself down from the 

pinnacle of the temple, trusting to the direct inter¬ 

position of angelic preservation; for said he, 44 he 

shall give his angels charge concerning thee, and in 

their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any 

time thou dash thy foot against a stone.” He 

then tempted Christ to idolatry, even to worship 

himself, promising him in reward, what was never 

his to bestow, viz. 44 the kingdoms of this world and 

the glory of them.” Observe V.— That Satan’s 

temptations icere unsuccessful. All his stratagems 

were frustrated, all his attacks were repelled. And 

it is deserving of notice, that the word of God as 

the sword of the Spirit, was the instrument which 

Christ wielded in obtaining the victory. He inva¬ 

riably answered the wicked one, 44 It is written; ” 

until at last the devil leaveth him, and angels 

minister unto him. O let us rejoice, that in hu¬ 

man nature the enemy of souls hath been foiled. 

The second Adam was more than sufficient for 

man’s dire and malignant foe. And this conquering 

Jesus, is the glorious captain of salvation; under 
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whose banner, conquest, glory, and immortality, 

are absolutely certain. 

Feb. 18. 

Part III. 

THE TEMPTATION OF CHRIST. 

Tempted of the Devil.—Matt. iv. 1. 

Is it not desirable to ascertain the ends answered 

by the Saviour’s temptation? It is obvious to 

us first of all, that Satan’s influence is finite and 

limited. He is crafty, daring, and powerful, but 

still he is possessed only of finite energy and 

power. How happy is the reflection, that we have 

not to grapple with unbounded influence and al¬ 

mighty power. These qualities, belong only to 

the great and blessed God. We also learn that 

Satan can only tempt; he is not permitted to force 

or to compel. He may present the enticing snare, 

but there must be the consent and agreement of 

our own hearts before he can be successful. We 

know, too, that temptation is not sin. To this the 

best are liable; this the immaculate Jesus endured 

— and even good men may be subject to violent 

and monstrous temptations. Under these con¬ 

siderations, then, how cheering to remember that 

even the holy Jesus was thus tempted. Tompted 

to distrust, to presumption, to idolatry ! We are 



86 GOLDEN POT OF MANNA, 

also instructed by Christ’s temptation as to the 
importance of an intimate acquaintance with the 
Divine and Holy Scriptures. To each of Satan’s 
suggestions, Christ opposed a passage from the 
word of God—and how can we imitate the example 
thus set us, if we are ignorant of that blessed word. 
And a general knowledge of the Bible is not suffi¬ 
cient, for it is deserving of especial notice, that 
Satan made use of quotations from the Scriptures, 
but, with his usual subtlety? left out an important 
part of the passage, viz., that this promise of being 
kept referred to all our ways—all the ways to which 
God called and duty urged us; not if we wilfully 
rush out of these ways, and dare presumptuously to 
throw ourselves upon God’s miraculous interpo¬ 
sition. And Satan not only mutilated the text, 
but he also took care not to give the end of the 
quotation, viz., “ Thou shalt tread upon the lion 
and the adder, the young lion and the dragon shalt 
thou trample under feet.” (Ps. xci. 11) Without 
a close and particular knowledge of the word of 
God, Satan’s temptations are imminently perilous 
to our souls. The shield of faith is faith in the 
divine promises and statements; and our only 
defensive weapon is the sword of the spirit, which 
is the word of God. Finally, Christ’s temptations 
and victory ought generally to console us when 
tempted. When we approach the holy place, we 
should not forget that our Great High Priest being 
once tempted, as we now are, knows how to sym- 
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pathise with, and to succour those who are tempted. 

Our blessed Head has overcome the Wicked One. 

By a careful imitation of his example, we shall be 

enabled always to “ triumph in Christ.” 

Feb. 19 

ANGELS MINISTERING TO CHRIST. 

Angels came and ministered to him. — Matt. iv. 11. 

There is not a great deal said in scripture con¬ 

cerning angels. We learn however, that they were 

created before our world, for when the foundations 

thereof were laid, “the morning stars sang together, 

and all the sons of God shouted aloud for joy.” 

(Job, xxxviii. 7.) We also learn that they are 

beings possessed of amazing power and knowledge, 

are astonishingly swift in their movements, are 

spotless, and holy, and dwell in the glorious palace 

of God, that they are constantly and perfectly 

happy. They have often been employed in per¬ 

forming services for our world, and they are the 

appointed guardians of the people of God. We 

frequently find them engaged in matters connected 

with the Redeemer. They announced his con¬ 

ception, they proclaimed his birth, and now, after 

nis severe conflict with the Devil, they “ came and 

ministered to him.” Doubtless they had watched 

the whole scene, and how must they have rejoiced 
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when they beheld the wicked one effectually re¬ 

pulsed. But it was not until the victory was 

achieved that they visibly drew near. Christ’s 

work was to be accomplished by his own arm—his 

triumphs were to be effected by his own power. 

It is not said how they ministered to Jesus, i he 

appearance of these holy sons of light would of 

itself yield comfort to the Saviour. To find him¬ 

self surrounded by those celestial beings who took 

so deep an interest in all that concerned his 

Father’s glory. Some have supposed that they 

brought food to Jesus — whether that was the 

case or not, we cannot tell; but one thing we 

know, that thev came and ministered unto him. 

And we are satisfied that they ministered to him 

under divine direction, that they ministered to him 

in the most desirable and efficient manner. And 

is not this passage calculated to impress with the 

greatest force upon our minds, other passages which 

relate to the communications subsisting between 

angels and the church of God. Let the reader 

carefully peruse the following portions of scripture, 

and derive from them all that comfort on this sub¬ 

ject, which they are so eminently calculated to 

communicate. — Ps. xxxiv. 7., xci. 11, Mat. xviii 
10. Heb. i. 14., xiii, *22. 
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Feb. 20. 

CHRIST IN THE SYNAGOGUE. 

And he came to Nazareth where he had been brought up, 

and as his custom was, he went into the synagogue on 

the sabbath-day.—Luke iv. 16. 

Every part of Christ’s life is deserving of our 

particular attention. Every part that is revealed is 

left for our instruction, direction, and comfort. 

After his baptism and temptation, he returned into 

Galilee, in all the power of that Spirit which had 

wholly rested upon him, and his fame went through 

all the region round about. Then it is recorded 

that he came to Nazareth, the residence of his 

youthful years, where he had been brought up, and 

where all the people must have been well acquainted 

with all his history up to this period. During his 

residence, he had regularly attended the service of 

the synagogue; for it is said, “ he went into the 

synagogue, as his custom was.” It is not deroga- 

gatory to Christ to suppose that it was by his atten¬ 

dance here that he obtained so complete a know¬ 

ledge of the Holy Scriptures, one leading part of 

the service consisting in the reading of the word of 

God. And now that he was possessed of the lul- 

ness of the Spirit, he still honors the place where 

his Father is worshipped, and the law and the pro¬ 

phets read; thus establishing his own declaration, 

that he was not come to destroy the law, or the 

prophets, but to fulfil them It was the sabbath 
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day when Christ appeared in the synagogue; thus 

at once he honoured both the day and the institu¬ 

tions connected with it. Though after his resur¬ 

rection his disciples ever met on the first, day of 

the week, yet up to that period Jesus paid the most 

marked respect to the seventh day, which had been 

the hallowed sabbath from the foundation of the 

world. Should we not learn from Christ’s conduct 

on this occasion, to prize the sabbath and the insti¬ 

tutions of the Lord’s house ? There is no plea 

which can reasonably excuse us from these duties. 

We cannot be so wise and holy as Jesus was, we 

have not the same resources which he had; and 

yet, great and glorious as he was, he went into the 

synagogue, and mingled with the worshippers on 

the sabbath day. And the Redeemer’s subsequent 

history will prove how deeply concerned he was in 

all that related to the house and worship of God. 

Whenever we are disposed to be indifferent to di¬ 

vine worship, let Christ’s holy example stimulate us, 

so that we may never forsake the house of our God. 

Feb. 21. 

CHRIST’S FIRST TEXT. 

And there was delivered unto him the book of the pro¬ 

phet Esaias; and when he had opened the book, he found 

the place where it was written, the Spirit of the Lord is 

upon me, $c.—Luke iv. 17. 

Isaiah predicted very largely concerning the 

person, work, and glory of Messiah. And now the 
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Messiah honours Isaiah, by selecting from his roll 

of prophecy, the subject of the first gospel discourse 

which he delivered in our world. (See Is. lxi. 1-2.) 

In doing this, the Redeemer exhibits himself on this 

occasion, as the end and completion of that predic¬ 

tion, “for this day” says he, “is this scripture ful¬ 

filled in your ears.” The subject of his discourse 

presents before us, I. — His divine qualifications. 

“ The Spirit of the Lord is upon me ; ” that Spirit 

by which the holy men of old wrote and spake, the 

only source- of inspiration, was given to the Re¬ 

deemer at his baptism, and more wholly rested upon 

him. By it, his miraculous conception was effected. 

By it he was anointed to accomplish all the work of 

human redemption. Hence he taught by the Spirit, 

and wrought miracles by the Spirit, and offered 

himself an eternal and acceptable sacrifice through 

the Spirit. His kingdom was a spiritual kingdom, 

and the chief blessings which he came to bestow, 

were spiritual blessings. II. — The subject of his 

discourse embraced also, the great blessings and glo¬ 

rious benefits, which he came to bestow. He came 

to bring the gospel to the poor. The system of 

salvation is admirably adapted to the poor; they 

stand greatly in need of it; they can clearly under¬ 

stand it; though poor, they may obtain it, as it is 

without money and without price. The poor are 

chiefly those who believe it; and all must be pos¬ 

sessed of spiritual poverty before they can receive 

it. Yes, the gospel is preached to the poor; and 
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in that gospel, there is an offer of dignity to them, 

and they become the exalted sons of God; there is 

an offer of costly raiment, even the best robe, the 

wedding garment, the garments of salvation; there 

is an offer of plentiful provision, even the fatted calf, 

the bread of life, and wine on the lees, well refined. 

In the gospel, they become heirs of God, and joint 

heirs with Christ, and heirs of eternal glory. Is it 

possible for better news, for more joyous tidings to 

be preached to the poor? Then let this gospel be 

attentively heard, and confidently believed, that all 

its present and future riches may be ours for ever. 

Feb. 22. 

Part II. 

CHRIST’S FIRST TEXT. 

He hath sent me to heal the broken hearted.—Luke iv. 18. 

Christ not only came to preach the gospel to 

the poor, but also to heal the broken hearted. 

A sight of sin in its extreme evil, is directly calcu¬ 

lated to produce affliction of conscience, and bro¬ 

kenness of heart. When David felt his sin, he ex¬ 

perienced this state of mind, and in hope exclaimed, 

44 a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt 

not despise.” When the poor woman who was a 

sinner felt this, her tears were so abundant, that she 

washed the feet of the Redeemer with them, and 
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wiped them with the hair of her head. When the 

publican felt this, he exclaimed, 66 God be merci¬ 

ful to me a sinner.” Now Christ alone can cure 

the disease of a broken heart. He alone can pour 

in the healing and restoring oil of his grace. How 

effectually was the heart of David healed, so that he 

could exclaim, u as far as the east is from the west, 

so far hath he removed our transgressions from us.” 

(Ps. ciii. 12.) With what comfort must the woman 

have been blessed, when Jesus said unto her, “ thy 

sins are forgiven.” (Luke vii. 18.) And of the poor 

and trembling publican, it is said, he went down to 

liis house justified. Now Jesus heals the broken 

hearted with his precious word, as it is said, C£ he 

sent his word and healed them.” This word con¬ 

tains the revelation of the soul’s grand catholicon, 

Christ’s infinitely efficacious blood, which cleanseth 

from all sin. And by the divine agency of the 

blessed Spirit, this word is manifested to the under¬ 

standing, and this blood is applied to the heart. 

By Moses and the law, is the knowledge of sin 

but by Christ and his gospel only, is a remedy for 

broken heartedness provided. Many have bad, cal¬ 

lous, and unbelieving hearts, and yet do not feel bit¬ 

terly conscious of it.. To such, how desirable that 

the Spirit would convince them of their true state, 

by revealing in all its odiousness and guilt, the 

plague of their hearts. To all who are mourning on 

account of sin, mourning because they have looked 

on him whom their sins have pierced, we would say, 
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that in the blood of Jesus, there is an atonement 

with free and full forgiveness, even for the sin of 

shedding it. 

“ Stung by the scorpion sin. 

My poor expiring soul. 

The balmy sound drinks in, 

And is at once made whole. 

See there my Lord upon the tree, 

I hear, I feel, he died for me.” 

Feb. 23. 

Part III. ^ 

CHRIST’S FIRST TEXT. 

Deliverance to the Captives.—Luke iv. IS. 

Man, by reason of transgression, is the slave of 

Satan. Manacled and bound with his torturing 

fetters, he leadeth him captive at his will. This 

state of captivity, is of a deeply degrading character, 

and productive of the most aggravated misery. To 

deliver us from this galling yoke, and free us from 

the power of the devil, was one great end of the 

manifestation of the Son of God. The captivity 

from which Jesus frees us, involves both body and 

mind. It is a captivity, from which no created 

power can rescue us. Captivity, which will finally 

consign its unhappy subjects to the blackness of 

final despair, and the remediless confinement of an 
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eternal world. Jesus is the great Deliverer; he 

possesses illimitable power; he can bind the spoiler, 

and rescue from his malignant grasp, the subjects 

of his oppression. The devils trembled, and con¬ 

fessed Jesus in the days of his flesh; and in spite of 

all their malignant obstinacy, were compelled to 

yield up their prey at his demand. It matters not, 

as to the nature or duration of this captivity ; Jesus 

by his word can make us free. And to secure this 

deliverance, a believing appeal to Christ is all that 

is necessary. He waits to be gracious, and if the 

cry of misery assails his ear, he will prove himself 

mighty to save. By the energy of his truth, every 

fetter will be dissolved, and whom the Son makes 

free, they are free indeed. Being made free from 

sin, they have their fruit unto holiness, and the 

end, everlasting life. 

“ Jesus the sinner’s fetter breaks. 

And bruises Satan’s head, 

Power into strengthless souls he speaks. 

And life into the dead.” 

Feb. 24. 

Part IV. 

CHRIST’S FIRST TEXT. . 

And recovering of sight to the blind, 8fC.—Luke iv. 18*. 

Captives were often deprived of their sight, by 

their cruel oppressors, and sometimes placed in close 
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and solitary confinement. This was the case with 

Zedekiah. (2 Kings xxv. 7.) Now in this the sin¬ 

ner’s condition is strikingly pourtrayed and exhib¬ 

ited. The sinner is a captive deprived of sight, 

the God of this world having blinded his eyes. 

He is a prisoner, bound with torturing fetters and 

chains. Jesus not only brings us out of captivity, 

but he sets the soul at perfect liberty. All the 

powers of the soul are disenthralled, and they enjoy 

all the freedom of the sons of God Jesus also con¬ 

fers what no earthly conqueror could bestow, even 

eyesight to the blind, 

*l He saves from dark’ning scales of vice. 

And clears the inward sight, 

And on the eyeballs of the blind. 

He pours celestial light. 

In addition to all this, Christ introduces the accep¬ 

table year of the Lord; that is, the year of spiritual 

Jubilee. The ancient Jubilee was intended to be 

a shadowy representation of better things. The 

entire substance we have in the Gospel. Christ 

introduced this year. His advent formed the glad 

morning of that joyous era. Now is proclaimed 

a universal rest from all the toils and burdensome 

observances of the Levitical economy. Now is the 

grand opening of the prison doors to them who are 

bound. Now the poor are surrounded with an over¬ 

flowing abundance of good things. Now the joyful 

sound of gospel trumpets is heard throughout the 



OR CHRISTIANS PORTION. 97 

land; and now a better Eden, and a more glorious 

paradise is presented, in place of those possessions 

we had forfeited by transgression. This acceptable 

year Jesus proclaimed. And by his authority, and 

in his name it is still preached, and shall be so, un¬ 

til this gospel has been published to all nations 

throughout the world, and then shall the end come. 

What spiritual happiness and joy, this subject should 

produce in our hearts. Blessed are the people that 

know the joyful sound. 

Feb. 25. 

CHRIST’S BENEVOLENT LIFE. 

Who went about doing good.—Acts. x. 38. 

How very applicable is this sentence to the whole 

of Christ’s active life. Flow diligently, and with 

what perseverance did he carry on the great work 

which he came to perform. And that work was 

one of active goodness, one of entire philanthropy 

to our miserable race. In Jesus was goodness em¬ 

bodied; and from him it constantly flowed. It 

manifested itself in a thousand forms, according to 

the scenes of misery which were presented before 

him. Miracles of the most astounding character 

were wrought, and they were all miracles of good¬ 

ness and compassion. He gave sight to the blind, 

hearing to the deaf, speech to the dumb, feet to 

the lame, power to the weak, and health to the 

sick. He fed the hungry, cleansed lepers, cured 
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palsies, he banished fevers, expelled devils, allayed 

storms, and raised the dead. He did not forget in 

his benevolent career, the maladies of the mind, 

the misery of the soul. He shed a flood of light 

on all things connected with the immortal interest 

of the soul. Spiritual gloom fled before him, as the 

mists before the rising orb of day. He communi¬ 

cated comfort to the distressed, he became the 

friend and companion of the poor, he forgave their 

sins, and received into his society and confidence, 

publicans and sinners. He wiped away the tear 

of misery from the eye, and filled the heart with 

joy and gladness, and abiding consolation and peace. 

He opened before the minds of the people a door 

of hope, in the valley of Achor, a passage to a 

blessed immortality. In doing good he was no res¬ 

pecter of persons, or times, or places. His energy 

never failed, his compassion never subsided. And 

he “went about” doing good. He sought out the 

poor, and wretched, and miserable, and went from 

city to city, and from village to village, scattering 

on every side, and in every place, the profusions of 

his compassion and love. At last, after bestowing 

unnumbered benefits on our world, he gave his own 

life, and died in the place of the tr ansgressors, that 

he might thus obtain for us remission of sins, and 

eternal glory. Let Christ’s life be the subject of 

our constant meditation, and let it be our daily am¬ 

bition to imitate the blessed Jesus, “who went 

about doing good.” 
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Feb. 26. 

CHRIST A SERVANT. 

I am among you as he that serveth.—Luke xxii. 27. 

Christ possessed in himself all the fulness of the 

Godhead bodily. By him all things consist; and 

before his great and lofty throne, all the intelli- 

gencies of glory, worship and adore. How deeply 

humiliating then, must that station appear, which 

the Saviour cheerfully assumed for us men, and for 

our salvation. He became a man, a poor man, a 

man despised and rejected; yea, he became the 

servant of man, was with us, ££ as he that serveth.’ 

Christ’s whole life, was one prolonged scene of ser¬ 

vitude. He was emphatically Jehovah’s servant, 

and to honour and glorify him, was his great delight, 

his meat and drink. But he was also the servant 

of man; and he was found constantly ministering 

to his necessities. He served man by his daily in¬ 

structions, communicating the knowledge of life and 

salvation. In word and doctrine, he laboured with 

incessant care and toil. Look at the numerous ser¬ 

mons and parables which he delivered to the people. 

Then he served amongst us by the exercise of his 

miraculous powers, constantly going about doing 

good, healing the sick, restoring the blind, and 

making the hearts of the wretched and miserable 

to dance for joy. As a servant he displayed the 

greatest possible cheerfulness and delight. His 

il 

f 
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whole soul rejoiced in ministering to the children of 

men. As a servant, he was distinguished for faith¬ 

fulness and constancy. He never turned aside from 

his work; and at all seasons, and in all places, he 

was amongst us, as one that serveth. Then as a 

servant he was distinguished for great humility and 

self-denial. Consider the disparity between him 

that served, and those to whom he ministered. It 

was dignity serving the degraded; Greatness serving 

the low; the King serving, not only his subjects, 

but rebels.. It was the God of heaven, serving the 

creatures of earth. As a servant, he was ever meek 

and lowly; when reviled and calumniated, he either 

was silent, or opened his lips to pronounce blessings 

on his revilers. What a model for Christian imita¬ 

tion. How un-christ-like to seek great things for 

ourselves; to seek a preeminence over our brethren. 

In love, we should serve one another, and bear 

one another’s burdens; and thus fulfil not only the 

law, but also copy the example of Christ. 

Feb. 27 

CHRIST THE FRIEND OF PUBLICANS 

AND SINNERS. 

A Friend of Publicans and Sinners.—Matt, xi, 19. 

This was the charge the Jews brought against 

Jesus. John, they had despised, because of the aus¬ 

terity of his manners; and Jesus, who practised no 
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such austerities, but freely mingled with the people, 

is hated and rejected, because he was the friend of 

publicans and sinners. If they intended the charge 

to include Christ’s indifference to the conduct of 

the ungodly and profane, it was utterly false; it was 

an impious and wicked libel. Jesus hated sin, he 

abhorred the very appearance of evil. He never 

gave countenance to the least impropriety, much 

less to the glaring transgressions of men. But if they 

meant he did not sympathise with them in their pha- 

risaical pride, that he did not despise and hate the 

sinner; then they uttered a truth, a truth conferring 

the greatest lustre on Christ’s character; and a 

truth forming a strong basis for the hopes of the 

unworthy children of men. Jesus was the friend of 

publicans and sinners. He came from heaven to 

visit them, to open their eyes, and to exalt them 

from all the ruinous and debasing influences of sin. 

The leprosy of iniquity, had spread itself entirely 

over the whole system; and as the great physician, 

he went among his diseased patients, administering 

unto them the balm of health and life. He was 

the friend both of their bodies and souls; he came 

to heal the one, and to save the other. He was the 

friend of all the publicans and sinners; he did not 

despise the poorest, nor reject the vilest of them, 

from the fifty, to the five hundred pence debtor; 

he freely forgave all who came unto him. His 

friendship to sinners was of the most expensive 

character. It cost him all that is included in leav 



102 GOLDEN POT OF MANNA, 

mg heaven, and its riches, and its joys, and its glo¬ 

ries ; and all that is comprehended in becoming a 

man, an unparalleled sufferer, and an atoning 

sacrifice. And Jesus is still the friend of publicans 

and sinners. Amidst all the changes he has expe¬ 

rienced in leaving the cross for a throne, in leaving 

Golgotha for Paradise, he is still the compassionate 

friend of the sinner, and whosoever cometh unto 

him he will in no wise cast out. 

jFeb. 28. 

CHRIST THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD. 

I am the light of the ivorld.—John viii. 12. 

Light is one of the most beautiful creature.^ which 

God has created, and one of the most striking im¬ 

ages of his glorious self. It is a fine emblem of 

the purity of his character, and of his boundless 

knowledge. Whatever glories belong to the Father, 

belong also to the Son. The Apostle says, “ God is 

light, and in him dwelleth no darkness at all.” (1 

John i. 5.) Jesus here claims the same glorious 

distinction, and says, “ I am the light of the world.” 

The world was in darkness and ignorance. Igno¬ 

rance covered the earth, yea gross ignorance the 

hearts of the people. Chaotic gloom brooded over 

the minds of all mankind. To dispel this, was one 

grand design of Messiah’s appearance. Hence he 

was predicted as the Morning Star, and the Sun of 
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righteousness who should arise upon our world, 

with healing in his wings. Thus he did appear, 

and by the glorious doctrines of his gospel, brought 

life and immortality to light. He made manifest 

man’s state, and peril, and helplessness, and also 

revealed the only way, by which he might be deliv¬ 

ered from perishing, and obtain everlasting life. 

The world was in the darkness of uncertainty. As 

men by mere natural wisdom could not find out the 

true character of God, neither could they obtain any 

certain ground of hope as to their future destiny. 

All before them was dark and gloomy, not a ray was 

thrown across the profound futurity. Christ became 

the light of hope to the world. He assured men 

that there was another, and a better world ; and he 

laid a solid basis for all their hopes to rest upon res¬ 

pecting it. He positively declared, whosoever re¬ 

ceived him as the sent of the Father, should have 

eternal life, that where he was they should be also. 

As the consequence of ignorance and uncertainty, 

the world was in the darkness of wretchedness. 

Men possessed no solid good; they had nothing to 

cheer in life, nothing to comfort in affliction, nothing 

to support in death. Christ became the light oj 

peace and joy. He came to annihilate the distres¬ 

sing fears of the heart, and to give peace and joy in 

the Holy Ghost; he came to illumine the mind, to 

sanctify the soul, to console the heart. How glo¬ 

rious is Christ as the light of the wrorld; how uni¬ 

versal his resplendent beams ! What knowledge, 
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and hope, and felicity, arise from his heavenly rays; 

how anxious we should be, that we be found, behold¬ 

ing as in a glass the glory of the Lord, and thus 

that we be changed into the same image, from glory 

to glory, as by the Spirit of the Lord. 

March 1. 

CHRIST THE LIFE OF MEN. 

In him was life, and the life was the light of men.— 

John i. 4. 

In Jesus, as the divine Son of God, every glory 

and excellency are combined. He is the fountain 

of all good, the source of all blessedness. Exis¬ 

tence itself, without which there can be no con¬ 

sciousness, dwells essentially in Christ. He is the 

depository of life—from him and by him all things 

exist, whether they be things in heaven or things 

on earth. His existence alone is underived — he 

had life in himself. In him it was as water in the 

channels of the sea, or as light in the sun, or as 

heat in the element of fire. The world, therefore, 

derived its being from him; for without him was 

not anything made that was made. So that what 

the heathen poet said is onlv true, when applied to 

Christ. We are his offspring, for “in him we live 

and move, and have our being.” The preservation 

of life is derived from him — he upholdeth and 

directeth all things—he hath the keys of life and of 
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death. But the world was dead — dead in tres¬ 

passes and sins—dead to God—dead to holiness— 

dead by law—and exposed to eternal death. Christ 

came to awaken, to resuscitate it; he came to repeal 

tire sentence of death, and to give the hope of life 

He came that, by dying, he might redeem th$ 

world from death, and that men might have life 

through his name. He came that he might breathe 

into these dry bones the breath of life, and that 

they might become alive to holiness, to God, and 

to salvation. Thus both natural and spiritual life 

are in Christ, and can be only derived from him. 

Also, life everlasting is in Christ. Spiritual life is 

the germ of eternal life—“He that believeth in 

Christ hath everlasting life.” — He has it in its 

beginning and first-fruits here, and he shall have 

it, in its consummation and unbounded fulness in 

the world to come. Thus Christ is the life of the 

world. And there is life in none other. Men have 

it not in themselves. They have it not in philo¬ 

sophy, in science, in learning, or in systems of 

human religion; neither have they it in the law’ of 

Moses. But Christ says (and happy is the man 

who believeth it) “ I am come that ye might, have 

life, and have it 'more abundantly.” 
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March 2. 

THE ZEAL OF CHRIST. 

The zeal of thine house hath eaten me up.—John ii. 17. 

Christ had just expelled the buyers and sellers 

from the temple, by whom that hallowed place had 

been made a den of thieves. Immediately after 

this occurrence his disciples remembered that it was 

written “the zeal of thine house hath eaten me up.” 

(Ps. lxix. 9.) Zeal signifies fervour of soul, an 

ardent and vehement pursuit of any object. Christ 

ever displayed this spirit. There was never any 

thing listless, cold or formal about him. His whole 

soul was absorbed in the work which he came to 

fulfil. This zeal was in him as a flame continually 

burning, and it never was extinguished, until as the 

sacrifice for human guilt, he was consumed by it. 

At twelve years of age he evidenced it when rea¬ 

soning with the doctors in the temple. At his bap¬ 

tism he manifested it when he came three days 

journey to be baptized of John. Amidst all his 

labours he displayed it, hence poverty, weariness, 

and toils never damped his holy ardour. Amidst 

the most cruel neglect, from those he came to 

benefit, amidst all the scorn and reproach that was 

heaped upon him, his zeal still burned with inex¬ 

tinguishable flame. His zeal regarded the purity 

of the law, and his holy soul was indignant at the 

false glosses and corruptions of the scribes and pha- 
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risees. His zeal regarded his Father’s glory, and 

hence he invariably reproved sin wherever he saw 

it. And it was thus, that he said to those who 

were polluting the temple,—<cIt is written my house 

shall be called a house of prayer, but ye have made 

it a den of thieves.” He was zealous for the hap¬ 

piness and salvation of man. Hence he went about 

doing good. Hence also he longed for the baptism 

of his sufferings, intense and dreadful as he knew 

they would be, that a guilty world might have 

preached unto them repentance and remission of 

sin. And now elevated as he is at the right hand 

of the Majesty on high, he is still zealously carrying 

on his mediatorial schemes, and will do so until his 

reign is universal, and his enemies are made his 

footstool. How it becomes us to possess a similar 

glowing spirit of holy fervent zeal. How inti¬ 

mately connected will it be with our progress in 

divine things,—with our true happiness,—and with 

our real and extensive usefulness to the church and 

to the w'orld. It is good to be zealously affected 

always in a good thing. 

March 3. 

THE TENDERNESS OF CHRIST. 

A bruised, reed shall he'not break, and smoking flax shall 
he not quench.—Matt. xii. 20. 

This is a part of one of Isaiah’s prophecies re¬ 

specting the Messiah. How admirably it was re- 
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alized in the spirit of the Redeemer must be mani¬ 

fest to every reader of his holy life. It was fulfilled 

to the vei) letter; for every act of the blessed Sa¬ 

viour’s life evinced how tenderly concerned he was 

for human happiness; and how evident that a 

bruised reed he would not break, nor quench the 

smoking flax. A reed is a thing remarkable for its 

weakness, and is easily crushed and broken. A bruised 

reed seems unworthy of attention, and only fit to be 

trodden under foot of men. Smoking flax proba¬ 

bly refers to a light made of that material, which is 

nearly consumed, flickering, and ready to expire. 

Now such is the tenderness of Jesus, that the most 

frail, imperfect, and apparently worthless of men, 

who resemble the bruised reed, he will not despise, 

and when there is the smallest evidence of desire, 

though but as the smoking flax, he will not extin¬ 

guish or neglect it. The sigh of the broken heart 

he will hear, and the groan of the contrite spirit he 

will not despise. And how many striking illustra¬ 

tions of this he gave us in the days of his flesh. 

Behold his conduct towards his disciples.—Notwith - 

standing all their weaknesses and frailties, how ten¬ 

derly he loved them — now7 meekly he corrected 

them, when they did not watch with him for one 

hour in the Garden — how mildly he upbraided 

them, at the same time apologizing for them, say¬ 

ing, 66 the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is 

weak—how he stipulated for their freedom, when 

he was arrested by the soldiers; and having loved 
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them amid their manifold defects, he loved them 

unto the end. Let us derive encouragement from 

this view of the Redeemer’s character. And let us 

also study him as our great model, that we also may 

possess the tenderness of Christ. 

March 4. 

CHRIST REJECTED OF MEN. 

Rejected of Men.—Isaiah liii. 3. 

Seven hundred years before Christ’s appearance 

in our w orld, was this prediction delivered; and howT 

literally it was fulfilled, all his history testified. He 

came unto his own, but his own received him not. 

Prophets had been rejected and put to death, and 

at last the Son was sent, if peradventure they might 

reverence him. But so far were thev from rever¬ 

encing him, that all their hate and malevolence 

were directed against him. They rejected his claims; 

he professed to be the Messiah, but they counted him 

an impostor, and treated him as such. He profes¬ 

sed to be imbued with the Spirit of God, but they 

said he was mad, and had a devil. They rejected 

his credentials, and never w^ere credentials so clean, 

so full, so demonstrative. He taught what had 

never before been taught; he revealed what had 

oeen involved in deepest mystery; he spake as ne- 

er man spake, and lived as never man lived: he 
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performed the most astounding miracles; all nature 

bended before the fiat of his word. Seas, and 

storms, and tempests, and diseases, and death, and 

devils, all felt the divinity of his presence. All, all 

felt and owned him, except men ; men, whose na¬ 

ture he had assumed, whose salvation he came to 

secure. His gospel was rejected, his message was 

treated with contempt; he offered pardon, but they 

despised it; he offered a kingdom and a crown, 

but they said, “ this is the heir, let us kill him.” 

And to the last moment of his life, did they reject 

the Son of God and his gospel against themselves. 

He was rejected by all classes of men. Some few 

of the rich were attached to him, but the great ma¬ 

jority of them, with the priests and rulers bitterly 

despised him. Some of the poor were found fol¬ 

lowing him, but the bulk of the people joined in 

the last clamour, “away with him, crucify him, cru¬ 

cify him.” While we feel indignant at the treat¬ 

ment Jesus met with from the Jews, let us remem¬ 

ber, that Christ is still rejected by all who refuse to 

believe, and obey him. 

March 5. 

THE SUFFERINGS OF CHRIST. 

Christ's Sufferings.—1 Pet. iv. 13. 

It was a very prevalent idea among the heathen, 

that men suffered in proportion to their crimes. 
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Hence, when the viper fastened on the hand of Paul, 
thev who beheld it at once condemned him, as a 
murderer, whom vengeance would not suffer to live. 
Had this doctrine been true, Christ never would 
have been a sufferer, for he was holy, harmless, and 
separate from sinners. Yet it is a fact, that of all 
sufferers, he was the most distinguished, and the 
most illustrious. His sufferings are among the 
leading topics of revelation. All the sacrifices un¬ 
der the law, prefigured them. All the prophets 
testified before hand of his sufferings, and the glory 
which should follow. Among the various subjects 
on which Jesus spake to his disciples and to the peo¬ 
ple, his sufferings often had a striking place. When 
he was transfigured on the mount, and there was a 
conversation between him, and Moses, and Elias, 
they spake of the decease which he should ac¬ 
complish at Jerusalem. After his death and 
ascension into heaven, his sufferings formed the 
leading theme of apostolic preaching. Peter 
preached that Jesus to the inhabitants of Jerusa¬ 
lem, whom they had hanged on a tree. Paul deter¬ 
mined to know nothing among men, but Jesus and 
him crucified. And he gloried in nothing, save the 
cross of Christ. And there is still no other ground 
of hope to the sinner, no other basis of Christian 
confidence, than that which is afforded by the suf¬ 
ferings of Christ. The Christian in all his ap¬ 
proaches to God, in all his services, especially m all 
his prayers, must have the eye of faith fixed on the 
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sufferings of Christ. And when faith shall be 

turned into sight, when we shall worship him in the 

purer regions of the celestial paradise, the grand 

subject of our eternal contemplations, the burden 

of the songs of the heavenly Zion, will be, C{ Unto 

him who loved us and washed us from our sins in 

his own blood, to him be glory and dominion for 

ever.” Ten thousand times ten thousand, shall all 

join in the grand anthem, “ Worthy is the Lamb 

that was slain.” Then Christ’s sufferings cannot 

fail to interest the true believer. Let it be the sub¬ 

ject of our prayerful meditations. Let our souls 

dwell upon it, until we are inflamed with love 

to the sufferer: until we feel with experimental 

assurance, that we are crucified with Christ, and 

that the life which we now live, is a life of faith 

in the Son of God, who loved us and gave himself 

for us. 

March 6. 

THE SUFFERINGS OF CHRIST. 

Part II. 

Christ’s sufferings,—1 Pet. iv. 15., 

Having in the former exercise reflected upon 
the important place Christ’s sufferings occupy in 
the system of divine revelation, let us now try to 
ascertain in what those sufferings consisted. In 
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what, and from whom did Jesus suffer ? Christ suf¬ 

fered from the poor and lowly rank in society which 

he occupied. Had he become an earthly prince, 

even then his humiliation would .have been great; 

but he left the highest seat in heaven, and took the 

lowest seat on earth: he became a poor man,—the 

servant of servants, so pc or that he had not where 

to lay his head. Thus, from the very nature of 

these circumstances, in which he voluntarily placed 

himself, he had to endure hunger, and thirst, and 

toil, and weariness, and often after the hard fafigues 

of the day, the mountain became his closet of re¬ 

tirement, and the cold earth his only pillow. On 

one occasion, we find him happy in being able to 

repose himself in a cold, comfortless fishing boat, 

that, after a day’s incessant toil, exhausted nature 

might obtain the balmy restorative of sleep. O 

yes, there is a great depth of truth in that passage 

—“he became poor !” Then the Redeemer also 

suffered from the vile aspersions which were thrown 

upon his spotless character. His soul was as a pure 

mirror, which reflected ail the glories of the God¬ 

head. In him virtue was embodied: yet his repu¬ 

tation was blackened; his name was associated only 

with evil; his claims were denied; his credentials 

were despised; he was accounted the enemy of the 

nation, an impostor, a deceiver, or else they said 

“ he hath a devil and is mad.” His discourses were 

reckoned seditious, and his doctrines subversive of 

the laws of Moses. His purity of character was 
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not only suspected, but he was placed upon the 

same list and treated with the same contempt as 

were the chief of the publicans and sinners. They 

hated him with the most imbittered and virulent 

hatred, although it was entirely without a cause. 

This feeling increased until his life was worthless in 

their sight, and then they took counsel together how 

they might put him to death. What a picture of 

human blindness ! What an exhibition of human 

depravity ! And yet is not every sinner constantly 

re-acting the same scorn, the same rejection, the 

same persecution of the Saviour ? Let the subject 

lead us to search our own hearts, lest we should 

be found among those who are the despisers of 

Christ, and finally participating in their condemna¬ 

tion and doom. 

March 7. 

THE BETRAYAL OF CHRIST. 

And Judas Iscariot, one of the twelve, went unto the 

chief priests, to betray him unto them.—Matt. xiv. 10. 

In the transaction stated in this passage, we have 

a sad exhibition of the depravitv of human nature, 

and the total callousness of the heart of man. Here 

are three distinctions of character placed before us. 

I.—There is Jesus, the subject of this betrayal; a 

person, whose life was of the most open and public 
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description; who did nothing in secret; who might 

be found every day delivering his doctrines in the 

streets of their city; a person who had exhibited a 

perfectly holy and spotless life; who had conferred 

unnumbered blessings on the people; whose mira¬ 

cles proclaimed him the expected Messiah — the 

true Son of God; against .vhom no tongue could 

speak truly and lay anything to his charge. II.— 

There are the Chief Priests. — Men whose office 

was of a sacred character: men who ought to be 

distinguished for integrity, for candour, for good¬ 

ness, and for compassion. Yet these men are se¬ 

cretly conspiring to take away the life of Jesus; 

and ready to purchase the precious blood of the 

Lord’s anointed. III. — Then there is Judas.— 

One of the twelve apostles of Christ’s kingdom; 

who had received one of the highest offices from 

Christ that man ever held ; who had been with 

Christ, as his disciple, as his friend: who had heard 

his heavenly discourses, witnessed his holy life and 

blessed temper: and who had seen his splendid 

acts of miraculous power and unbounded benevo¬ 

lence. Yet this individual is found with the chief 

priests, covenanting for thirty pieces of silver— 

£3, 155. —the price of a slave, to sell unto them 

his friend and Lord. What a dreadful transaction ! 

How dearly were those pieces of silver earned! 

It was a bargain which cost him all his heart’s 

peace; which cost him the overwhelming horror of 
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total despair; which cost him unutterable and in¬ 

tolerable anguish and agony of soul, and a dreadful 

eternity. How reflection upon it, should lead us to 

cultivate a holy jealousy over our own hearts, that 

we rest not in a mere profession of religion, but that 

we possess within us the life and power of true god¬ 

liness. Plow carefully, too, we should guard against 

covetousness — the cursed soul-destroying love of 

gold: a lust which induced Judas to sell his Sa¬ 

viour, and risk his soul’s eternal welfare. It may 

be just added, that the psalmist had given a striking 

prediction of it, and thus this is one of the many 

proofs that Jesus was the Christ, to whom gave all 

the prophets witness. 

March. 8. 

THE LORD’S SUPPER. 

The Lord's Supper.—1 Cor. xi. 2. 

This interesting and standing ordinance of 

Christ’s church was instituted by the Redeemer, on 

the last night of his suffering life on earth. That 

night wherein he was to be delivered into the hands 

of enemies, by whom he was to be condemned and 

put to death. Surrounded by his disciples, he took 

bread, and gave it unto them, as a striking memo¬ 

rial of his body, now about to be offered for sin; 

and then he took wine — a striking emblem of his 
■ v 

own precious blood—and desired them all to drink 
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of it, as being the blood of the new testament, shed 

for the remission of sins. As if he had said, “ I 

came to bequeathe life and salvation to the world. 

The blessings included in this salvation are all con¬ 

tained in the gospel, which is the revelation of my 

will to mankind; but as it is necessary that where 

there is a testament there must also of necessity be 

the death of the testator, 1 am now about to ratify 

and to seal that testament with my life. This 

bread therefore, is the emblem of my body, which 

is about to be covered with scars and wounds. 

This wine is the emblem of my blood about to be 

shed for the remission of sin. And this ordinance 

I appoint for the commemoration of this event: 

and on all future occasions, when my body shall be 

far removed from you, do this in remembrance of 

me.” How very affecting must this scene have 

been to all the parties connected with it. The dis 

ciples must have felt unutterable grief at the pros¬ 

pect of being deprived of their Lord and Master : 

and Jesus had now fully before him the sorrows of 

that gloomy night wherein he had to drink the 

bitter cup, and wherein he should be called to lay 

dovTn his life as a sacrifice for the sins of the world. 

This ordinance has peculiar claims upon the con¬ 

stant and affectionate regards of all true believers. 

It is an ordinance wherein wre have the closest fel¬ 

lowship with Christ, and the most intimate commu¬ 

nion with one another. Here wTe partake of 

Christ’s flesh and blood, and feed upon it by faith. 
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And here the Lord’s friends are one Bread. All 

partakers of the same grace, enjoy the same Spirit, 

possess the same hope of beholding together the 

king in his beauty, and dwelling together in the 

bond of indissoluble fellowship in the land that is 

far off. Then let us ever be found at this ordi¬ 

nance, with hatred to sin, with genuine contrition 

of heart, with faith in Christ’s blood, with ardent 

love to Jesus, and with fervent charity towards all 

men, and thus let us shew forth Christ’s death till 

he come. 

March 9. 

CHRIST IN THE GARDEN. 

Then cometh Jesus with them unto a place called Geth- 

semane. — Matt. xxvi. 36. 

Christ, when he had finished his last supper, 

immediately went out into the Mount of Olives. 

Near this mount was the garden of Gethsemane; 

the name signifies a press for olives. It has its 

situation at the foot of that fruitful mountain. An 

excellent writer has the following interesting and 

beautiful observations on the subject:—“Behold¬ 

ing our lord retire to this garden, on this solemn 

night, the last he spent on earth, our minds are 

filled with the solemnity of the scene. The brook 

Kedron, over which he passed, is supposed to 

derive its name from the cedars that overshadowed 
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I it, though others, with more probability, derive it 

from the darkness of the shade created ther£ by 

the surrounding vegetation. It has been said, and 

its situation with regard to the temple confirms the 

assertion, that the blood of the victims slaughtered 

at the foot of God’s altar flowed into that brook so 

that, in passing it, Jesus might see the moonbeams 

reflected from the crimson stream, which, as it 

murmured along the valley, called to the Saviour’s 

mind the blood that would shortly burst from his 

heart, which should be offered up a sacrifice for 

our sins.” * The place of the Saviour’s agony, 

being a garden, is calculated to remind us that the 

fall of man and the ruin of our race took place in 

a garden. In Eden the First Adam sinned: in 

Gethsemane the Second Adam made his soul an 

offering for that sin. By the sin of the First Adam 

we lost the terrestrial Eden, the paradise on earth ; 

by the sufferings of the Second Adam, Eden is 

retrieved, we have paradise regained, and free ac¬ 

cess to the tree of life, which is in the midst thereof. 

“ In a garden man was placed. 

Meet abode for innocence. 

With his Master’s image graced; 

Sin crept in and drove him thence, 
• 

Through the world a wretch undone. 

Seeking rest and finding none. 

* Bennett’s Lectures, vol. ii, 332 



120 GOLDEN POT OF MANNA, 

In a garden on that night. 

When our Saviour was betrayed. 

With what world-redeeming might 

In his agony he prayed ! 

Till he drank the vengeance up. 

And with mercy filled the cup.” 

J. Montgomery. 

While we mourn over sin which expelled us from 

the earthly Eden, let us exercise faith in the effi¬ 

cacy of Christ’s suffering in Gethsemane, and joy¬ 

fully hope for the final possession of the Paradise 

above the skies. 

March 10. 

CHRIST’S AGONY. 

And being in an agony.—Luke xxii. 44. 

Christ had doubtless often spent whole nights 

in Gethsemane, in meditation and prayer; but 

on the present occasion he is found there as a 

sufferer. It is now to be the scene of an event 

unparalleled in the history of man. That scene 

was only witnessed by three disciples, the rest being 

left, most probably, in the Mount of Olives. It 

was witnessed by them, that, in the mouths of 

two or three witnesses, the whole might be esta¬ 

blished. Peter, James, and John, who were with 

Christ on the mount of transfiguration, and who 

heard the conversation respecting Christ’s decease, 
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were the favoured attendants of Christ on this 

occasion. The term “ agony,” employed to describe 

Christ’s sufferings is never used in any other part of 

the sacred writings: it signifies vehement anguish of 

mind overwhelming mental suffering. It is said 

that the blessed Jesus “ began to be sorrowful,” as 

if all the sufferings of his afflicted life were not 

worthy to be compared with that intensity of dis¬ 

tress and sorrow which he now experienced. The 

reader may be assisted in judging of the depth of 

this sorrow, from Christ’s exclamation on the occa¬ 

sion, “ My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even unto 

death.” Let it be remembered that this was the 

language of the noble and courageous Jesus, who 

had been cradled in sorrow, and who was empha¬ 

tically the man who had seen affliction. His pre¬ 

sent sufferings, however, infinitely exceeded all he 

had endured before, and forced from his patient 

and holy lips the passage already noticed. It is 

also said that the Saviour’s agony was connected 

with great astonishment and surprise. He began 

to be sore amazed, although he had expected to 

suffer, and had been looking continually for this 

hour: yet, so intensely did he suffer—so heavy and 

overpowering was the sorrow, that it filled him with 

the utmost amazement. It is also said that he began 

to be “ very heavy ” — that his spirit became as it 

wrere crushed down, and all his mind became over¬ 

cast with one dense cloud of afflictive gloom. Let 

it be remembered that Jesus endured all this when 
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no human hand was upon him, and that it must of 

necessity have arisen, not from the infliction of 

bodily pain, but from the more keen and sensible 

sufferings of his sacred soul. 

March 11 

Part II. 

CHRIST’S AGONY. 

And being in an agony.—Luke xxii. 44. 

We have already noticed some of the particulars 

of this astonishing event. We have referrred to 

the place, to the company, and to some of the fea¬ 

tures of his sorrow. We now remark that Christ’s 

agony was connected with great fear or terror. 

The word amazement implies this, and the Apostle 

expressly states, that 44 he feared.” (Heb, v. 7.) 

Now when it is remembered, that Christ was truly 

and properly human, and that he had all our sinless 

weaknesses and infirmities, we shall easily conceive 

how Jesus would be filled with alarm, with conster¬ 

nation and dread, when he became the subject of 

such intense and unprecedented sufferings. Christ’s 

agony was so severe, that though the Spirit was 

the seat of pain, yet it affected the whole man. 

Hence, 44 he sweat as it were great drops of blood, 

falling down to the ground.” Plow much must 

that precious soul of Christ have endured, before 
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the crimson fluid could have been forced through 

his pores, so as to have marked the ground on 

which he was now stretched. Who can fathom the 

depth of this sea of suffering into which he was cast. 

The billows indeed did go over his precious head. 

Who can explain this mystery of mysteries? 

“ ’Tis mystery all, let man adore, 

And angel minds enquire no more.” 

This agony was connected with the exercise of 

prayer. All Christ’s acts and engagements were 

thus consecrated. When he was baptized, when he 

was transfigured, when he endured the agony, 

when he died, when he stood oi Olivet’s summit, 

his last act was devotional, 

“ He entered heaven by prayer.” 

Let it be observed too, that though he had disciples 

with him, yet they bear no part, they gave no assis¬ 

tance, and they had no fellowship with him in the 

sufferings of his agony. They could not even watch 

with him during that dreadful and sorrowful hour. 

In his own soul was all the sorrow concentrated, 

felt, and endured. Well might the poet exclaim, 

“ O Lamb of God, was ever love. 

Was ever grief like thine ?’* 
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March 12. 

Part III. 

CHRIST’S AGONY. 

And being in an agomj.—Luke xxii. 44. 

Let us now consider the source from whence 

Christ’s agony arose. We have already observed 

that he was not enduring the infliction of bodily 

pain, we remark then, that Chris fs agony arose from 

the pressure of a world’s guilt, which was now laid 

upon him. He became the surety for the sinner, 

engaged to bear all the smart, and to endure the 

curse which we had justly incurred. That curse 

now, like a black cloud, settled over his sacred 

head. The vials of vengeance were now poured out 

upon him — the flaming sword which had slum¬ 

bered for four thousand years, now awmke to smite 

the shepherd that the sheep might be redeemed. 

Yes, this is the hour when Messiah’s soul was made 

an offering for sin — when it pleased the father to 

bruise him, and when the chastisement of our peace 

was upon him. If one sin expelled angels from 

heaven, and men from paradise—if the guilt of one 

heart will ever fill it with fear and distressing torture 

•—what must Christ have now felt, when the iniquity 

of all our race was laid upon him, when he had to ac¬ 

count and satisfy for it all. Under such circumstances, 

we do not wonder that he should be in et an agony U>: 

Christ’s agony arose also from the combined an l 
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fearful attacks of the powers of darkness. When 

Christ overcame the devil, it is said that he de¬ 

parted for a season. This therefore was emphati¬ 

cally his hour. Now he directed all his fiery darts 

at the Son of Cod, and endeavoured, by taking 

advantage of Christ’s unutterable distress, to over¬ 

whelm him with horror and despair. Jesus, who 

was now atoning for sin, had all its hideousness 

before him, and was feeling all its deadly poison 

drinking up his spirits, must have felt most keenly 

the suggestions and daring attacks of that master¬ 

spirit of wickedness. The agony of Jesus arose 

also from the hidings of the divine countenance. 

Sin excluded men from the light of God’s face, and 

the enjoyment of his favour. The Substitute must 

therefore endure the same. He beheld in the 

countenance of his Father the features of stern and 

inflexible justice, and from his hand he received 

the bitter, unmingled cup of expiation. He vras 

now treated as the sinner’s days-man and sub¬ 

stitute, and it behoved him to endure for a season 

all his demerit and woe. This is the Mirror in 

which we may behold the true character of sin — 

its dreadful and evil nature — its awful effects. 

Here, too, we learn the greatness of Christ’s love, 

which caused him in the hour of our peril and in 

the day of just retribution, to give himself for us, 

and to die even for the ungodly. 
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March 13. 

CHRIST’S PRAYER. 

And being in an agony he prayed more earnestly. 

Luke xxii. 44. 

Having noticed the causes of Christ’s agony, we 

now proceed to consider the conduct which he adop¬ 

ted, the course which he pursued. It is said, that 

“he prayed,” that he prayed “more earnestly.” 

The prayer of Christ on this occasion was, that if it 

were possible, the “cup might pass from him.” 

As a man, Christ possessed a natural aversion to 

suffering. He did not solicit the removal of the 

cup however upon any ground, and without respect 

to any thing else, but only desired it, if his great 

undertaking could be effected without it. If not, 

he was still willing to drink it, even to its dregs. 

Hence we see his humble deference to the will of 

his Father, and his implicit and pious resignation, 

when he said, “ nevertheless not as I will, but as 

thou wilt.” Let it be observed, that the prayer 

was offered with affectionate confidence. He ad¬ 

dressed God as his Father. He knew that rela¬ 

tionship was not, could not be dissolved. He knew 

that he had ever done those things which were ac¬ 

ceptable in his sight, and that the Father was ever 

well pleased in him; and that however his wrath 

might be kindled against sin, that still his spotless 

soul, presented to him an object of the highest com¬ 

placency and delight. On this occasion it is also 
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said, that he kneeled in prayer, until overpowered 

oy his agony, he lay stretched prostrate on the cold 

earth, until the spot was crimsoned with his sacred 

blood. It is also said, that he prayed the “more” 

earnestly; the greater his distress, the more vehe¬ 

mently did he appeal to his Father, until his whole 

soul was as it were pouied out before him. We 

notice finally, in reference to his prayer, that it was 

virtually answered. The cup itself was not taken 

away, but the overwhelming fear and dread were 

removed. Hence the passage, (Heb. v. 7.) when 

rightly interpreted, signifies, that “ he was heard 

and delivered from that fear.” That fear which 

drunk up his spirits, that distressing amazement 

was removed, and he was empowered to arise, and 

to finish his career of suffering; thus accomplishing 

the whole work which the Father had given him to 

do. We learn from this subject, the Christian’s 

refuge in distress, the only resource in trouble, and 

that is prayer. Fervent believing prayer, will either 

remove our sorrows, or bring down into our hearts 

that gracious assistance, by which we shall be ena¬ 

bled to glorify God in our afflictions, and thus 

obtain a far more exceeding and eternal weight of 

glory. 
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March 14. 

APPREHENSION OF CHRIST. 

And they that laid hold on Jesus led him away to Caiaphas 

the high priest, where the scribes and elders were assem¬ 

bled.—Matt. xxvi. 57. 

The agony of Christ was succeeded by his ruffi- 

an-like apprehension. A band of officers, with 

swords and staves, were employed on the occasion, 

as if they had been about to apprehend a company 

of thieves and robbers. The sounds of noise and 

violence had never been heard proceeding from 

Christ’s meek and heavenly lips. His career had 

been one of unchanging goodness and mercy; yet 

do they arrest him as though he had been an enemy 

both to God and man. It behoved Christ, hpw- 

ever, to be numbered among the transgressors. 

The leader of this violent band was Judas, who had 

covenanted to deliver up his Christ and Master for 

thirty pieces of silver. He therefore stepped for¬ 

ward, and with the lips of guile said to Jesus £< hail! 

master;” and then, with the symbol of love and 

friendship, he basely kissed him, and betrayed him 

into their hands. What a picture of human depra¬ 

vity ! What a horrid sin is hypocrisy ! What a soul- 

destroying sin is covetousness ! John also informs 

us, that Christ addressed those who came to arrest 

him, asking them whom they sought; and that by 

the majesty and power of his voice, they were over¬ 

awed, and fell backwards to the ground; a striking 
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proof of his own omnipotence and of their weakness; 

and also an abiding testimony of his readiness to go 

to death, no man having power to take away his life 

from him. Afterwards he allowed them to arrest 

him, and to bear him away to a human tribunal, 

although he foreknew the nature of his adversaries, 

and the mere mock trial the l awaited him. We 

may learn from this subject, that there is no amount 

of moral excellency that can always shield us from 

calumny and reproach. We learn too the spirit 

which we should display even when we suffer wrong¬ 

fully, and consider Jesus the high priest of our pro¬ 

fession, who when he was reviled, reviled not again, 

and hath left us an example that we should follow 

his steps. 

March 15. 

CHRIST HEALING THE EAR OF 

MALCHUS. 

And he touched his ear, and healed him.—Luke xxii. 51. 

When they came to apprehend Jesus, Peter, 

with his usual boldness, stepped forward, and, 

drawing his sword, cut off the ear of Malchus, the 

servant of the high priest. This unadvised and rash 

act was immediately censured by Christ, and a 

striking prediction delivered in regard to the Jews t 

6i for, all that take the sword, shall perish by the 
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sword.” The Jews were now availing themselves 

of the Roman power, a power by which they were 

annihilated as a nation, their temple burnt, and 

their city afterwards destroyed. Jesus then directed 

his attention to the sufferer; and though that 

sufferer was an enemy, he had compassion on him. 

He touched the ear with his omnipotent hand, and 

the wound was immediately healed. Thus, one 

of the last acts of his life was one of grace and 

mercy. In the midst of a rude band of soldiery, 

just after the intense sorrows of the garden, writh 

death before his eyes, arrested by the sign of 

misery, he forgot himself for the moment, and healed 

the sufferer. How characteristic of Christ’s person 

and work. Love was the leading feeling of his heart, 

to heal, the great business of his life. He came not 

to destroy men’s lives, but to save them. It is 

obvious from this event, that Christ totally disap¬ 

proves of the employment of the civil sword in de¬ 

fence of his religion. Christ’s kingdom is not of 

this world. The weapons of Christian warfare are 

not carnal, but spiritual, and sufficiently mighty 

through God, to the pulling down all the strong¬ 

holds that are in opposition to it. The word of truth 

is the only sword Christ will allow his servants to 

wield. Legislative enactments, magisterial inter¬ 

ference, or the angry passions of the human heart, 

most assuredly will injure those who employ them, 

as well as the church of Christ. Persecution is fire, 

far too unhallowed to burn on the Christian altar. 
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Christ, by healing the ear cf Malchus, has embo¬ 

died and placed before us a striking illustration 

of his own precept, “1 say unto you, love your 

enemies.” 

March 16. 

DESERTION OF CHRIST. 

Then all his disciples forsook him and fed.— 
Matt. xxvi. 56. 

If Christ’s meek and holy soul was deeply dis¬ 

tressed by his rude and violent apprehension, he 

could not feel less annoyed when he found himself 

alone, all his disciples having forsaken him and 

fled. We should not have been astonished at weak¬ 

ness and defection characterizing some of his dis¬ 

ciples, but we feel amazed when we read that they 

all partook of this fear, and cowardice, and guilt, 

and not one remained to comfort the Redeemer, 

and to whom he could unbosom his afflicted soui. 

Peter, after all his daring, followed afar off, until 

he was left and lost in the distance. John and 

James, too, who had been so highly favoured, and 

had, with Peter, seen such bright manifestations 

of his power and godhead, forsook him and fled. 

Jesus could truly exclaim, “ I looked for com¬ 

forters, and there was none.” And what an occa¬ 

sion of wicked triumph would it give to Christ’s 

adversaries wfflen they beheld him, in the hour of 

distress, abandoned by all his disciples and friends. 

How verified was Christ’s own prediction, “All ye 
* 
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shall be offended because of me this night.” The 

subject, whilst it excites within us holy sympathy 

towards Jesus, and indignation at his cowardly 

disciples, should also lead us to a strict personal 

examination. We imagine we should have done 

much better, displayed truer heroism, and have 

gone with Christ to judgment and to death. But 

have we never shrunk from the cross — have we 

never concealed our principles when exposed to 

the contemptuous sneer, or to the sarcastic remark 

of the enemies of Christ? Have we on all occa¬ 

sions honoured Jesus by an open avowal of our 

faith, and by a cheerful sacrifice of every thing 

inimical to his laws ? Let the subject lead us to 

seek the constant aid of divine grace, and labour 

to obtain the mastery over the fear of man, which 

bringeth a snare. Ardent love and strong faith 

are the only graces that will bind us indissolubly 

to Jesus. 

“ The arms of love and wings of faith 
Will bear us conquerors through.” 

March 17. 

THE TRIAL OF CHRIST. 

And they led away Jesus to the High Priest, and with 
him were assembled all the chief priests and elders and 
the scribes.—Mark xiv. 53. 

Having witnessed the arrestment of Jesus, it 

now devolves upon us to notice the object they 
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had in view and the result which followed. Now, 

let us consider before whom Christ was taken for 

trial. They were “the high priest, and elders 

of the scribes,” individuals who were deeply preju¬ 

diced against Jesus, who hated him and his doc¬ 

trine with perfect hatred, and who were therefore 

totally disqualified for judging Christ impartially. 

Then consider for what Jesus was arrested—with 

what stood he charged. They wished to prove 

him a blasphemer against God, and an enemy to 

the existing civil lav/s. How base, how wicked 

the accusations ! His holy, reverend deportment, 

his communion with God, and the most striking 

attestations of Divine approbation, had ever dis¬ 

tinguished the career of Jesus. And he had ever 

inculcated, and exhibited by his own conduct, 

obedience to the powers that then were. His 

great maxim was, to “ render unto Ceesar the 

things that are Caesar’s, and unto God the things 

which are God’s. ” To prove Jesus guilty of 

either was therefore impossible. They were so 

wicked as to collect false witnesses to establish 

Christ’s guilt—but their evidence was so contra¬ 

dictory that it would not hang together. At last, 

the High Priest solemnly adjured Christ to answe*' 

whether he was “the Christ the Son of God,” or 

not. To this solemn question, Christ declared 

that he was the Christ, saying, “ I am,” or as St. 

Luke states it, “ Thou sayest ” •— exactly what I 

profess to be. This, then, is the point they 
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wished to gain. Now they declare him guilty of 

blasphemy in making himself the Son ot God, 

and the whole council immediately pronounced 

him worthy of death. What a scene of human 

malignity and blindness we behold in this eccle¬ 

siastical assembly. What an example of suffering 

goodness in Jesus. What a theme for pious medi¬ 

tation. Angels desire to look into the subject of 

Christ’s sufferings, and are not able. 

March 18. 

THE INDIGNITIES OFFERED TO JESUS 

ON HIS TRIAL. 

Then did they spit on his face, and buffeted him, and 
others smote him with the palms of their 

hands. — Matt. xxvi. 67. 

It is customary, in passing sentence even on 

the vilest of criminals, to do so with that serious¬ 

ness and solemnity befiting the occasion. But no 

sooner was Jesus declared guilty, and condemned 

to death, than all that was sacred and decent was 

outraged by those around him. That face, which 

beamed with all that was heavenly and benign, 

was grossly spit upon — an indignity of the very 

vilest description. Thus was fulfilled Ihe predic¬ 

tion of Esaias, 441 hid not my face from spit¬ 

ting.” 1., 6. Then also they buffeted him, and 

others smote him with the palms of their hands,. 
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thus showing the exasperated state of their hearts 

against him. They also blindfolded him and 

then tauntingly mocked his prophetical office, by 

asking wrho it was that smote him. Here again 

we perceive a most striking fulfilment of ancient 

prophecy, “ He giveth his cheek to him that 

smiteth him; he is filled with reproach.”— Lam. 

iii. 30. Micah had also predicted that they should 

“smite the Judge of Israel with a rod upon his 

cheek.”—v. 1. How exactly were these Scrip¬ 

tures fulfilled. How astonishing was the conduct 

of Jesus under these indignities. He reviled them 

not.— He displayed no wrath — He could easily 

have struck the whole with instant blindness or 

death.—Legions of angels at his word would have 

rushed to his deliverance, and revenged the insults 

of their Lord.—But in meekness and patience he 

possessed his soul, and endured all the reproaches 

and smitings they thought fit to heap upon him. 

“He was oppressed and he was afflicted, yet he 

opened not his mouth; he was brought as a 

lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before the 

shearers is dumb, so he opened not his mouth.” 

— Isaiah, liii. 7. What an exhibition of insulted 

innocency-—of suffering goodness — cf inconceiv¬ 

able compassion, that Jesus should so freely and 

meekly endure the temptations of Satan, the cup 

of unmingled wrath, and the violence of wicked 

men, that his very persecutors might have salva¬ 

tion and life through his name. 
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March 19. 

PETER’S DENIAL OF CHRIST. 

Then began he to curse and swear saying, 1 know not the 
the man.—Matt. xxvi. 74. 

We have already witnessed the desertion of Je- 
J 

sus in the hour of his arrestment, by all his disciples. 
It appears however, that Peter rather lingered in 
the distance, followed afar off, and ultimately, went 
to the hall of the palace of the High Priest, doubt¬ 
less, to see what would be the conclusion of the 
matter. Here his appearance attracted attention, 
and he w*as challenged as being one of Christ’s dis¬ 
ciples. To this he gave a sort of evasive denial, 
when shortly afterwards, another maid saw him and 
said, that he “was surely with Jesus,” to this he 
gave a direct denial which he confirmed by an oath. 
A third time being charged by several of those wdio 
stood by, he manifested the most violent passion, 
and “began to curse and swear saying, I know not 
the man.” Here then we perceive the blessed Sa¬ 
viour disowned with wicked imprecations, by one of 
the chief and most favoured of his disciples. Peter 
who had always received an especial degree of at¬ 
tention from Christ, who had been with him on the 
Holy Mount of transfiguration, who had witnessed 
the agony in the garden, who had seen the rude 
officers fall to the ground by the sound of his voice, 
now denies having any knowledge at all of him. 
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On a previous occasion he had witnessed a noble 

confession of Christ, he had declared his readiness 

to die for him, he had averred, although all men 

forsook him yet he never would; in the garden too, 

he had been precipitately ready to draw his sword, 

and had actually cut off the ear of Malchus, yet 

now he is bereft of all his courage, now all his reso¬ 

lutions are forgotten, and violently with iniquitous 

curses and oaths, denies having any knowledge of 

Christ. What an exhibition of human weakness! 

How weak and helpless are the best of men when 

relying on their own strength. He that trusteth in 

his own heart is a fool—we should pray, “Lord hold 

thou us up, and we shall be safe.” 

“ Beware of Peter’s word. 

Nor confidently say, 

I never will deny thee Lord, 

But grant I never may.” 

March 20. 

Part II. 

PETER’S DENIAL OF CHRIST. 

Then began he to curse and swear saying, I know not the 
man.—Matt. xxvi. 74. 

Peter’s sin and fall, were doubtless occasioned 

by the fear of man, which always bringeth a snare, 

There were however several features in his conduct 
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of a highly aggravated character. To deny Jesus, 

was of itself exceedingly sinful. To say that he 

did not know his blessed friend and master, who 

had called him from his employment as a fisher¬ 

man, and who had invested him with one of the 

highest offices in his kingdom, was wicked and un¬ 

grateful. Not know Jesus? Why he had been his 

confidential attendant for years,—he had heard 

nearly all his discourses,—witnessed all his miracles. 

His own wife’s mother had been restored from a 

fever by his healing power. He had once been 

snatched from a watery sepulchre by Christ’s hand, 

when he went to meet him on the sea, and fearing, 

began to sink. Not know Jesus! Why only a few 

hours before he had supped with him at the Eucha¬ 

ristic table. Had received from his hands the so¬ 

lemn symbols of his body and blood. Yea more, 

he had been reminded of his fall, forewarned of 

the very conduct, he was now evincing. Christ had 

said that all his disciples should be offended that 

night, and that before the cock crew twice, Peter 

should deny him thrice. And this was the greatest 

aggravation of the sin, that, with the affectionate 

admonition of Christ still as it were sounding in his 

ears, through unwatchfulness, he should be guilty of 

it, to the very letter of the warning he had received. 

How deeply did he fall, when he could call Jehovah 

to witness to the awful falsehood. What forgetful¬ 

ness of that pure example which had been so con¬ 

stantly before his eyes. What ungratefulness to that 
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precious Saviour to whom he was so deeply in¬ 

debted. And what disloyalty to that royal master, 

to whom he had pledged himself to go, even unto 

death. Immediately however the cock crew, and 

then his criminality was brought to his recollection, 

at the same time the Lord turned and looked upon 

Peter, — a look of upbraiding kindness, — a look of 

pity and compassion for the poor wanderer. 

“ A look which brake, 
Unfaithful Peter’s heart.” 

Immediately he went out and wept bitterly. His 

sin was sudden, and his repentance was direct. 

His sin was great, his anguish and repentance were 

deep and bitter. And afterwards we behold him 

restored to the favour of his Lord, receiving the 

apostolic commission from his hands, and finally 

sealing the profession of the gospel with his blood. 

“Let him that thinketh he standeth, take heed lest 

he fall.” And let it be ever remembered that a 

4< broken and a contrite heart God will not despise.” 

March 21. 

THE SAVIOUR BEFORE PILATE. 

And led him, unto Pilate.—Luke xxiii. 1. 

In leading Jesus to Pilate, the Jews have left 

incontrovertible evidence, that now all power had 

passed from them as a nation, seeing it was not 
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dow lawful for them to put any man to death. So 

that the prediction of Jacob had evidently received 

its realization, viz., that the sceptre had departed 

from Judah, and the lawgiver from between his 

feet; and therefore, if that was a true prophecy, 

the Shiloh had now come. In leading Jesus to 

Pilate, the fact and notoriety of his death, would 

be more extensively circulated, and more generally 

known. The tidings of the crucifixion of the far 

famed claimant of the Jewish Messiahship, would 

thus be conveyed through the whole length and 

breadth of the Roman empire. Besides, it was by 

Jesus dying under a Roman sentence, that he ex¬ 

pired upon a cross, which was a capital punishment 

among the Romans only. As one observes, his 

death would have been expiatory, had he been be¬ 

headed like John the Baptist, or stoned like Ste¬ 

phen; but how then could the types have been 

accomplished, especially that of the brazen serpent; 

and how could the predictions of the Psalmist, in 

the 22nd Psalm, have been so literally and strik¬ 

ingly accomplished. Thus when they led Jesus 

to Pilate, they were fulfilling, though unconsciously, 

what God had foredetermined, and what prophets 

had foretold should come to pass. Besides, as the 

sequel will demonstrate, by leading Jesus to Pilate, 

their own wickedness and the innocency of the Sa¬ 

viour, became more obviously apparent. What 

must have been the feelings of the generous and 

lovely Jesus, thus to be exposed to the assembly of 
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tne wicked; thus to be encompassed by dogs, and 
to be beset by the bulls of Bashan. (Ps. xxii. 12.) 

Yet so it was, he was abandoned by his disciples, 

persecuted to the death by his own nation, and now 

dragged before a Gentile tribunal, for the sentence 

to be ratified, and put into execution. How medi¬ 

tation on this subject, should reconcile us to calumny, 

to reproach, and to suffering, for his sake who thus 

allowed unnumbered billows of anguish to pass 

over him that he might finish the work of redemp¬ 

tion on behalf of a guilty and dying world. 

March 22. 

THE SAVIOUR’S TRIAL BEFORE 

PILATE. 

And they began to accuse him, saying, we found this 

fellow perverting the nation, and forbidding to give 

tribute to Ccesar, saying that he himself is 

Christ a King.—Luke xxiii. 2. 

Having brought Jesus before Pilate, thereby 

to obtain his authority to put him to death, we 

certainly should expect that the crimes with which 

he had been charged, and the evidence by which 

his guilt had been proved, would have been placed 

before him. But instead of this, their old charge 

of blasphemy is abandoned. That for which they 
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had condemned him, is never once named. They 

now represent him, as “ perverting the people, 

and forbidding to give tribute to Ceesar.” Never 

was a more wicked and false charge brought against 

any criminal. Why, Jesus had published and ac¬ 

knowledged the rights of Caesar, when the coin with 

his superscription, was given into his hands, hnd 

said, “ Render unto Caesar the things which are 

Caesar’s.” And so far was he from sowing sedition, 

and interfering with the authorities which then ex¬ 

isted, that he ever taught, and was himself the 

model, of peace and goodwill to men. On one oc¬ 

casion, the people would fain have laid hold of him, 

that they might make him their king, but he escaped 

from them. In fact, this was the great stumblingblock 

to the Jew, that Christ had not come with earthly 

power and glory; and because they saw no proba¬ 

bility of being delivered by him from the Roman 

yoke. Christ had never insinuated that he laid 

claim to any such authority. It was manifest that 

his kingdom was one within the heart, and that his 

empire extended only over the world of mind. If he 

had been an earthly king, if he had designed to 

usurp temporal power, then would he have raised 

soldiers; then he would have taught the science of 

war; then would he have employed his Almighty 

power in destroying his adversaries. But his fol¬ 

lowers were unarmed, plain, and peaceable men. 

His doctrine was peace, peace always, and peace 

to all men. His power was employed in blessing 
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men, by healing their maladies, and forgiving their 

sins 

March 23, 

CHRIST’S EXAMINATION BEFORE 

PILATE. 

Then Pilate said unto him, Art thou the King of the 

Jews.—John xviii. 33. 

The charge preferred against Jesus was that he 

perverted the people, wishing to alienate their af¬ 

fections and obedience from the civil authorities, 

and to claim the supremacy himself. Pilate there¬ 

fore asks Jesus, “art thou a King?” Dost thou 

profess to be the King of the Jews ? To this Jesus 

replies, “my kingdom is not of this world,” a direct 

and public denial of the charge which they had 

brought against him. In this avowal, we are taught 

the true spirituality of Christ’s church. Kingdoms 

of this world have certain geographical limits,— 

Christ’s kingdom is destined for the whole earth. 

"Jesus shall reign where’er the sun. 

Does his successive journies run.” 

Kingdoms of this world have earthly potentates,, 

Jesus as King was the Lord from heaven, who had 

never been preceded in his spiritual dominions* 

and who shall have no successor, for he shall reignt 

for ever and ever. Kingdoms of this world have 
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earthiy laws, and legislate for temporal purposes, 

Christ’s laws are spiritual and divine, and are to be 

found only in the sacred volume of the holy scrip¬ 

tures. Earthly kingdoms have carnal weapons, and 

employ the sword for their defence or extension, 

the truth, the hallowed sword of the divine word 

is the only weapon Jesus ever employed, or will 

ever sanction in the defence or extension of his 

reign. Kingdoms of this world shall all finally 

perish in the great and general conflagration, 

Christ’s kingdom shall exist for ever, his reign shall 

be everlasting, and of his dominion there shall be 

no end. Jesus therefore while he denied the 

charge the Jews brought against him, confessed 

himself a king, but wrhose kingdom was not of this 

world. Pilate must have perceived at once the 

falsity of the charge, and therefore he went out to 

the Jews, and said, “I find no fault in this man.” 

Here then is high official testimony publicly borne 

to the innocence of Jesus. 

March 24. 

JESUS IN THE COURT OF HEROD. 

And Herod with his men of war set him at nought and 

mocked him, and arrayed him in a gorgeous robe, 

and sent him again to Pilate.—Lukexxiii. 11. 

Pilate, discovering that Jesus belonged to the 

jurisdiction of Herod, sent him unto him, who 
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happened to be at Jerusalem at that time. It 

seems that Herod had long desired to see the 

far-famed Jesus, and therefore was exceedingly 

glad that he was now before him. Herod’s desire 

was merely owing to curiosity, expecting that Jesus 

would do some miracle before him. Jesus not 

gratifying this desire, Herod, instead of righteously 

judging of the case before him, merely asked him 

a number of idle questions, to which the blessed 

Saviour answered nothing. Fearing that Herod 

might follow Pilate’s example, the chief priests 

and scribes stood by, and vehemently accused 

Christ. What a scene of blindness and malignant 

infatuation ! Herod’s heart quite accorded with 

the Saviour’s enemies; therefore, instead of judg¬ 

ing Christ, it is left on record that “ Herod with 

his men of war set him at nought, and mocked 

him.” “ They set him at nought,” that is, they 

made nothing of him — considered him utterly too 

base and worthless for their consideration. They 

mocked him — no doubt taunted him with his 

profession — ridiculed his pretentions — laughed at 

his claims—dared him to exert his power—treated 

him as a madman, and as a fool. They also 

arrayed him in a gorgeous robe, some old tattered 

robe, which formerly might have decorated royalty, 

they put upon his person, that he might become 

the public object of ridicule, contempt, and scorn. 

Thus it had been predicted how the kings of the 

earth and the rulers should set themselves against 
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the Lord and his anointed.—Ps. ii. 2. Jesus hav¬ 
ing patiently endured the indignities of Herod, is 
again dismissed, and sent to Pilate, even Herod, 
with all his baseness, and hatred, and scorn, find¬ 
ing nothing in him worthy of death. 

Mca'ch 25. 

BARABBAS PREFERRED TO CHRIST. 

Not this man, hut Barahhas.—John xviii. 38. 

Christ having been sent back to Pilate, and 

Herod having found nothing worthy of death in 

him, Pilate proposes to scourge him, and set him 

at liberty. This just proposal, was however vio¬ 

lently rejected by the people, and they loudly clam¬ 

oured for his death. While Pilate was on the judg¬ 

ment seat, deciding upon this matter, his wife sent 

unto him, stating how she had suffered many things 

in a dream on account of Jesus, and praying him 

to have nothing to do with that just man. (Matt, 

xxvii. 19.) As it was customary once a year to 

release one of the public prisoners, Pilate immedi¬ 

ately appealed unto them, to give Jesus the benefit 

of this merciful custom, and proposes that Jesus 

should be released. Then cried they all again, 

saying, “ Not this man, but Barabbas.” Now Ba- 

rabbas was a robber. What an estimate must they 

have formed of Jesus. A violent, dangerous rob- 
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her, an avowed enemy to God and man, is preferre-J 

before the holy, the heavenly, and the blessed Jesus. 

A destroyer of human happiness, is preferred to 

him, who came to bless men with all the blessings 

of life and immortality. An enemy to society, is 

preferred to the world’s philanthropist. A Ba- 

rabbas to Jesus ! Had they only appealed to the 

safety of society, was it not better for Jesus to be 

set at large, than one whose hands had been im ¬ 

brued with the crime of murder: for Barabbas was 

a murderer, as well as a robber. (Luke xxiii. 19.) 

How would thousands of diseased and wretched 

beings, have rejoiced to have been introduced to 

Jesus, and received a place in his compassions, and 

have felt the exertions of his power. Rut he who 

spake as never man spake, who had wrought such mi¬ 

racles as had never been heard of before ; all of which 

were miracles of goodness and mercy, is now so 

despised and rejected, that a robber and a murderer 

is preferred before him. And they all cried, u not 

this man, but Barabbas.” Here then we behold 

guilt triumphing over innocence, iniquity over jus¬ 

tice, and devils and wicked men, over the immacu¬ 

late Jesus, the Saviour of the wwld. the only be- 

gotten Son of God. But while we feel indignant 

at the wicked preference of the Jews, is there no¬ 

thing to be found like it in our own history and 

experience. Our outrageous sins, our destroying 

lusts, have they not been preferred by us, to the 

L 
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Holy Spirit and laws of Jesus. When he hath 

sought the throne of our affections, when he has 

waited at the door of our hearts, have we not often 

given the preference to our sins, and said, “not 

this man Jesus, but Barabbas.” What genuine 

sorrow and deep repentance ought such a remem¬ 

brance to produce. Let our indignation then, be 

directed against ourselves, and may the life we 

henceforth live in the flesh, be a life of faith in the 

Son of God, who loved us and gave himself for us. 

March 26. 

PILATE’S ATTEMPT TO CLEAR HIM¬ 

SELF FROM CHRIST’S BLOOD. 

He took water and washed his hands before the multitude, 

saying, I am innocent of the blood of this just man, 

see ye to it.—Matt, xxvii. 24. 

It is obvious that Pilate sincerely desired «*> libe¬ 

rate Jesus. But alas! so far was he from having 

moral courage sufficient to induce him to do right 

at all hazards, and daring all consequences, he at 

last gives way, and despite of the manifest inno¬ 

cence of Jesus, his wife’s admonitory dream, and 

his own public declaration, he delivers him up into 

the ruthless hands of his malignant murderers. 

Pilate had truth and righteousness on his side, 

he had also a military force sufficient to have 

put down the tumultuous mob, yet he so far forgets 
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his honour, and the claims of justice, that he is 

borne away with the clamorous demands of the 

people, and consents to the execution of the inno¬ 

cent Jesus. It is evident that the conscience of 

Pilate was the seat of extremely violent conflict 

and agitation. He saw the path of duty, but he 

feared to walk in it. At last, he took water and 

before the multitude, washed his hands, as a final 

symbolical declaration of Christ’s innocence, and 

that he had no part or lot in his death. How impor¬ 

tant that so high and public a testimony was borne 

to the falsity of the malignant charges brought 

against him. Happy for all his disciples, that their 

Lord was thus cleared by the highest human autho¬ 

rity from the slanderous imputations of the Jews. 

And happy would it have been for Pilate, if the ap¬ 

plication of water could have freed him from all 

blame in this matter. In giving up Jesus, he had 

violated the most powerful appeals of an aw akened 

conscience, and therefore though he had washed his 

hands for ever he could neyer have obliterated a 

single stain. How truly wretched and pitiable was 

the condition of Pilate. Happy are all those who 

under all circumstances have moral courage to 

maintain a conscience void of offence both toward 

God and man. 
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March 27. 

THE BLOOD OF JESUS IMPRECATED 

BY THE JEWS. 

Then answered the people and said. His blood be on us, 

and on our children.—Matt, xxvii. 25. 

Unprincipled as was the conduct of Pilate in 

condemning an innocent person, yet his conduct 

was praiseworthy when contrasted with that of the 

Jews. Pilate is anxious to free himself from the 

blood of Jesus, the Jews seem determined hastily 

to fill up the cup of their iniquity, and are quite 

ready to bear the whole responsibility, and there¬ 

fore exclaim, “ His blood be upon us and upon our 

children.” The imprecation was deeply wicked. 

Who would wish to stand before the spotless throne 

of God, with his conscience stained with human 

blood? Who would desire the blood of a wicked 

man, and that man our direst enemy, to crimson 

our garments in that day ? But here was a holy per¬ 

son, a person making claims to the highest dignity, 

the professed Messiah, whose life had been one 

scene of piety to God, and benevolence to man 

whom multitudes would have reason to bless to the 

end of life, and who had been proclaimed innocent 

by the judge who had heard the case, and yet they 

unitedly imprecate the blood of Jesus, to rest upon 

them and their children. With all their superior 

privileges, and with all their religious professions, 
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how they surpass in wickedness even the pagan 

Pilate himself. The imprecation was as unnatural 

as it was wicked. Why did they include their chil¬ 

dren? Was it not enough to excite the wrath of 

heaven against themselves, but must unborn multi¬ 

tudes be involved in the same crime, and be made 

partakers of the same curse. 

March 28. 

Part II. 

THE BLOOD OF JESUS IMPRECATED 

BY THE JEWS. 

How dreadfully has that imprecation been ful¬ 

filled, and how solemnly has it been realized. 

Shortly after this horrid tragedy was performed, 

slumbering vengeance awoke, and their nation 

became one scene of calamity, and their whole 

city, one spectacle of slaughter and blood. They 

consigned Jesus to the Roman powers, and those 

very powers took away all their liberties, destroyed 

their city, burned their temple, and caused Jeru¬ 

salem’s streets to flow with human blood. They 

thirsted for Jesu’s blood, and desired that he 

might die the most shameful and ignominious of 

all deaths—that of crucifixion; and afterwards, so 

many of themselves were crucified, that no more 

materials for crosses could be obtained. O ves, 
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that blood they so imprecated did come upon 

them, and it came upon their posterity too. For 

eighteen centuries has it pursued them into every 

part of the world, and to this day Heaven seems 

to point them out, as the murderers of the Son of 

God. And is there no possibility of obliterating 

these crimson stains. Shall the blood of Jesus be 

upon them for ever ? There is one grand remedy, 

and only one. In that very blood there is an atone¬ 

ment for the sin in shedding it. By a cordial 

faith in that Jesus whom they rejected and wic¬ 

kedly slew, they may find redemption, even the 

forgiveness of sins. May the precious blood of 

Christ be upon their consciences, and hearts, that 

thro’ it they may have acceptance, peace, and eter¬ 

nal glory. 

“ Most dreadful wish ! Thy murderers dare 

The blessing to a curse pervert. 

We turn the curse into a prayer. 

To cleanse our lives, and purge our heart. 

In all its hallowing saving powers. 

Thy blood be, Lord, on us and ours !’* 

March 29. 

THE SCOURGING OF JESUS. 

Then released he Barahbas unto them, and when he had 

scourged Jesus, he delivered him to be crucified.— 

Matt, xxvii. 26. 

Pilate, having washed his hands to vindicate 

his innocence from Christ’s blood, and the Jews 
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having freely taken the entire guilt upon them¬ 

selves and their posterity, then is Barabbas the 

murderer liberated, and the holy and blessed Jesus 

delivered unto death. On delivering up Jesus, he 

was first scourged—a punishment administered with 

great severity among the Romans. Behold the 

illustrious Jesus ! Take a retrospect of the sor¬ 

rows and sufferings of the first night — think of 

the agonies of Gethsemane— of his rude arrest¬ 

ment — of his mock trials — of the indignities 

offered to his sacred person ! And now see him 

bound to the pillar, while the cruel lash lacerates 

his back, the blood profusely streaming to the 

ground. How exactly was the scripture fulfilled, 

44 The ploughers ploughed on my back, they made 

long furrows there.”—Ps. cxxix. 3. 441 gave my 

back to the smiters.”—Isa. 1. 6. And again, 44 The 

chastisement of our peace was upon him, and with 

his stripes we are healed.”—Isa. liii. 5. In the 

liberation of Barabbas, we have strikingly exhi¬ 

bited to us the doctrine of substitution, wherein 

the true criminal, the real malefactor, is set free 

through the suretyship of the Son of God. Divine 

Justice cannot relax its demands—cannot yield up 

any of its claims: sin must be punished either in 

the actual delinquent or in the person of a sub¬ 

stitute. Jesus was that blessed substitute. He 

receives our ignominy and our guilt upon himself 

—he takes the sinner’s*, standing-place, and suffers, 

the iust for the unjust, to bring us to God. In 
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the mirror of the Saviours sufferings we behold 

the extreme evil of sin—the unparalleled love of 

Jesus — and the only way of a sinner’s acceptance 

with God. Intense sorrow for sin, ardent affection 

for Christ, and believing confidence in the blood 

of the atonement, ought to be produced by a right 

consideration and improvement of this subject. 

March 30. 

JESUS DERIDED AND MOCKED. 

And they stripped him, and put on him a scarlet robe. 

And when the soldiers had platted a crown of thorns, 

they put it upon his head, and a reed in his right hand, 

and they bowed the knee before him, and, mocked him, 

saying. Hail, King of the Jews ! And they spit upon 

him, and took the reed, and smote him on the head. 

Matt, xxvii. 28—30. 

In most cases, notorious criminals, after sen¬ 

tence has been passed upon them, have excited 

feelings of commiseration in those around them. 

The officers of justice, however inured to their 

business of death, generally discharge their dutv 

with seriousness and propriety. Even the sur¬ 

rounding rabble mostly witness the extreme sen¬ 

tence of the law with decency and awe. But 

no sooner is Jesus given up by Pilate, than every 

one seems desirous to vie with his fellow who 

shall treat die precious sufferer with greatest indig- 
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nity, cruelty, and contempt. Decency is totally 

outraged—humanity seems annihilated—pity seems 

to have deserted our world — malignant brutality 

appeared to occupy every breast. Verily, this was 

in truth the hour of man’s wickedness, and the 

hour of darkness. Jesus has just been scourged 

—nature is nearly exhausted. Surely, they now will 

allow him repose and quietness, until the hour of 

execution. So far from this, while every wound 

is bleeding, he is surrounded by the cruel soldiery, 

who insult, and taunt, and revile, and mock him 

to the utmost of their power. They throw over 

him a scarlet robe, to make him, even in the midst 

of all his sorrows, an object of merriment and 

contempt. They place upon his heavenly brow a 

wreath of thorns, forcing it deeply into his temples, 

until his sacred face was stained with the flowing 

crimson. A reed is thrust into his hands as a 

scornful emblem of his sceptre. And then, in 

horrid mockery, they bend their knees before him, 

spitting in his face, and striking the crown of 

thorns deeper into his bleeding temples. Truly, 

Jesus was despised and rejected of men, a man of 

sorrows, and acquainted with grief. 



156 GOLDEN POT OF MANNA, 

March. 31. 

Part II. 

JESUS DERIDED AND MOCKED. 

Having briefly glanced at the mockery and 

cruel indignities which Jesus endured, let us now 

endeavour to derive some useful lessons from it. 

We cannot fail to remember that it was through 

sin, that the curse was pronounced, by which the 

ground was doomed to bring forth “thorns and 

thistles.” Here then we behold Jesus, who volun¬ 

tarily became a curse for us, bearing on his head 

a crown of thorns, that the curse might be removed 

from us. Man by transgression had become the 

creature of guilt, and shame, and suffering; he 

had lost the fair robe of Eden’s innocency, and 

the joyous delights of Paradise. Jesus now 

assumes our reproach, is covered with a mock- 

robe, and suffers through all his sacred person the 

most intense pain on our behalf. But God, in 

his great love, had purposed man’s restoration to 

himself. He destined him to become an heir of 

heaven—He designed for him a spotless garment 

and crown of glory. Here then wTe behold the 

price of our redemption. Our holiness must be 

obtained through Christ’s obedience and blood— 

our pardon through his condemnation — our robe 

through his scarlet apparel — our crown through 

his wreath of thorns — our glory through his igno¬ 

miny — our happiness through his woes — and our 
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salvation through his cross and death. While we 

anticipate the possession and enjoyment of the robes 

and crowns, and pleasuresof heaven, let us not for¬ 

get the sum they cost—the immense price at which 

they were procured. Let Christ’s mockery and 

derision reconcile us to suffering and reproach for 

his sake. If we are to participate with him in his 

glory, is it too much to have fellowship with him in 

his sufferings ? “ If we suffer with him, we shall 

also be glorified together.” It is requisite, not only 

that we suffer with him, but that we suffer in the 

same spirit of meekness and mercy which he dis¬ 

played. 

April 1. 

JESUS BROUGHT FORTH. 

And Pilate saith unto them, Behold the man.—John xix. 5. 

After Jesus had endured the cruel scourging, 

and still arrayed in the garments of mock royalty, 

Pilate attests for the last time, that he finds no 

fault in him, and bringing him forth before the 

people, exclaims, “ Behold the Man.” How differ¬ 

ently was Jesus looked upon by the various specta¬ 

tors at this moment. Pilate beheld him as an in¬ 

nocent man, but took no interest in him, and al¬ 

lowed him to be treated as the vilest malefactor. 

The Jews beheld him with feelings of galling envy 

and malice, and with direst hate, ardently thirsted 
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for his blood. Devils beheld the man, and per¬ 

haps contemplated in his death, the overthrow of 

God’s spiritual empire on earth. Angels doubtless, 

beheld him with wonder and affection, and longed 

to be the messengers of deliverance, or of comfort, 

to their suffering Lord. The Father beheld him 

and saw in the object of human scorn, his own Son, 

in whom all his glories were reflected, his beloved 

equal, his eternal delight. In this man we behold 

united, Divine power and human weakness, ce¬ 

lestial glory and earthly ignominy. The fountain 

of happiness to all creatures, and yet the depository 

of unequalled anguish and suffering. In this man 

we behold absolute holiness, and yet by imputation, 

the sins of a world were laid upon him. In this 

man, and in him only, is to be found the “ glory of 

Israel,” and “ God’s salvation to the ends of the 

earth.” In him is the hope of the penitent, the 

joy of believers, the King of Zion, and the Lord of 

Angels. O then let us draw near, and behold him 

with sorrow for our sins. With faith in his savins' 

merits. With supreme love to his person. And 

with entire consecratedness of heart to his service. 

The ungodly will at last behold him, and they who 

set him at nought, and all kindreds of the earth 

shall wail because of him. (Rev. i. 7.) 
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April 2. 

CHRIST BEARING HIS CROSS. 

And he bearing his cross, went forth.—John xix. 17. 

We are now called upon to behold Jesus on his 

way to the place of execution. The instrument on 

which he was to expire is framed, and he is led 

forth, bearing on his shoulder, the ponderous 

weight of his own cross. His sufferings had been 

however, so aggravated and extended, that nature 

was unable to the task they now imposed on him, 

and he sank by the way. They then met one 

Simon, a Cyrene, and him they compelled to bear 

the Saviour’s cross. cc Cyrene was on the north 

part of the coast of Africa: it is likely therefore, 

that he was a black, who had been converted from 

idolatry, and had come to worship God at Jerusalem. 

There is a pleasing tradition concerning Simon, 

that while carrying Christ’s cross, he was convinced 

of his Messiahship and Divinity, became a sincere 

disciple, and that two of his sons became celebrated 

preachers of the Gospel.” However exhausted the 

body of Jesus might be, we know that he bore the 

cross cheerfully, despising the shame, that he might 

obtain the covenanted reward, and sit down on the 

right hand of the throne of God. And he who 

assisted him on his way to Calvary, stands as the 

type of every genuine disciple and servant of Jesus*. 

Christ went from shame to dignity, from suffering 

to joy, from the cross to glory. As his friends, lies 
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calleth upon us to have fellowship with him in his 

iufferings, and to take up his cross and follow him. 

f< For if v suffer with him, we shall also reign with 

him,'* but if we shun the cross, and deny him, he 

also will deny us. (2 Tim. ii. 11 i. 2) 

April 3. 

THE PLACE OF CHRIST’S DEATH. 

Golgotha.—John xix 17. 

The place of Christ’s death, was the common 

scene of the execution of malefactors, and hence it 

was called Golgotha, the place of skulls. Here 

lay spread abroad, the remains of those who had 

forfeited their lives, and died bv the hands of the 
• l 

executioner. Golgotha strikingly exhibited the 

true state of that world, which Jesus came to redeem. 

Our fallen world is one vast Golgotha, one region 

of death, one extended burying ground. Divine 

justice had pronounced the sentence of death 

against all the human family, and with two excep¬ 

tions, every child of the myriads of Adam’s family, 

had felt its infliction. To save us from sin and 

death, was the great object of Christ’s visit to our 

world; the grand design of his sufferings and death. 

No where could we behold a more striking, affect¬ 

ing view of our world, than in Golgotha. Golgo¬ 

tha was without the gates of the city, and it was 

thus designed to shew us, that Jesus as the great 
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sacrifice for sin, was not limited to the Jewish na¬ 
tion, but that he was an offering for the whole 
world. Hence all nations may claim the benefit of 
his death, who was crucified at Golgotha. In this 
way too, was Christ’s death a public event, an un¬ 
doubted occurrence; both enemies and friends 
could thus with certainty attest its reality. Then 
by dying here, the types and prophecies of the 
Scriptures were fulfilled, for it was on one of the 
eminences of this mountain, that Isaac had been 
typically slain, nearly two thousand years before. 
And it had also been expressly predicted by Isaiah, 

that “ he should make his grave with the wicked, 
and be numbered with the transgressors.” (liii. 
9—12.) Behold then, on this summit of infamy 
and reproach, the prince of life obtaining for us 

dignity and joy, Behold the place of skulls, where 
death seemed to sway his sceptre with bold and 
unlimited authority, becoming the dying place of 
him, who is the resurrection and the life, and who 
shall ultimately prove the destruction of death, 
and the plague of the grave. Let the subject re¬ 
concile all the friends of Jesus, cheerfully to “go 
forth unto him without the camp, bearing his 
reproach/' 
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April 4. 

\ HE MANNER OF CHRIST’S DEATH. 

There they crucified him.—Luke xxiii. 33. 

Crucifixion was a Roman punishment, and 

was considered as only fit for the vilest of slaves and 

malefactors. It was therefore deemed by all, one 

of peculiar ignominy and shame. It was also a 

death of extreme torture and agony. “ The sufferer 

was thrown down on his back upon the cross and 

his limbs were stretched to the utmost before they 

were fastened to the wood.” Then after racking 

the limbs, nails, or rather spikes, w’ere driven 

through the tender and sensitive parts of the 

hands, and it is highly probable that one large nail 

was driven through the crossed feet of the sufferer. 

Then the cross was raised in an upright position, 

and thrust violently into a hole prepared for the 

purpose, while the wFole body was left sustained by 

the nails through the hands and feet. It was thus 

also that crucifixion was a most sloiv and lingering 

death. Thus suspended, the sufferer often lived for 

several hours, and sometimes violence had to be 

used to accelerate the tedious process. While wre 

behold Jesus expiring on the cross, we are reminded 

of the paschal lamb, which when slain, was fixed 

on an instrument for the process of roasting, much 

In the shape of a cross, and hence the Apostle’s de¬ 

claration, “Christ our passover, who is sacrificed 
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for us.” We are reminded also of the brazen 

serpent, of which Jesus spake, when he said, “even 

so must the Son of man be lifted up.” Thus too, 

we feel a particular interest attached to that passage. 

“Blotting out the hand-writing which was against 

us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the 

way, nailing it to his cross.” (Col. ii. 14.) And 

finally we see a powerful reason for the Apostle’s 

exclamation, “ God forbid that I should glory, save 

in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

April 5. 

JESUS MOCKED AND REVILED ON 

THE CROSS. 

And they that passed by, reviled him, wagging their 

heads, and saying, thou that destroyest the Temple, and 

buildest it in three days, save thyself. If thou be the 

Son of God, come down from the cross. Likewise also 

the chief priests mocking him, with the scribes and el¬ 

ders, said, he saved others, himself he cannot save.— 

Matt, xxvii. 39—42. 

When Jesus was enduring the agonies of cruci¬ 

fixion, we might have presumed that the most ma¬ 

lignant of his enemies, would have ceased to taunt 

and revile him. If any feeling of humanity had 

remained, the sight of a fellow being in the tortures 
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of a cruel death, would have called it forth. But. 

to the last instant of his life, Jesus was doomed to 

bear the scorn of man, and his dying moments 

were embittered by the barbarities of his execu¬ 

tioners, and the rude and unfeeling revilings of the 

hardened multitude. They taunt him with his 

previous pretensions, of being able to destroy and 

build again the temple in three days. They refer 

to his claims, as the Son of God, and they appeal 

to him as such, to come down from the cross. 

This was not only the cry of the multitude, but 

also of the chief priests, the scribes, and the elders 

of the people. How deplorably fallen these Fathers 

of religion ! How blind and infatuated these guides 

of the people ! No wonder that both priests and 

people should fall into the ditch. Had they read 

the prophets with prayerful attention, and humility 

of mind. Had they examined Christ’s pretensions 

to the Messiahship, with candid impartiality, they 

would have found every sign, which purity of life, 

which heavenly doctrines, and which the most stu¬ 

pendous miracles could possibly afford. But they 

wilfully closed their eyes against all the evidence 

which heaven and earth had given; and now whilst 

the sufferer was suspended on the ignominious 

tree, they ridicule those claims, and defy him to 

come down from the cross. How dreadful are the 

effects of ignorance and unbelief. Let us see to it, 

that while we condemn the Jews for their hatred to 

the Son of God, that we prove the genuineness of 
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our faith in him, by cherishing the most ardent af¬ 

fection to him, and by a life of cheerful and con¬ 

stant obedience to all his commands. 

April 6. 

THE SAVIOUR OF OTHERS NOT ABLE 

TO SAVE HIMSELF. 

He saved others, himself he cannot save.—Matt, xxvii. 42. 

Among the other things with which the chief priests 

and scribes taunted the Saviour on the cross, we 

find the sentence which heads this exercise;—“ He 

saved others.” This they might intend as the lan¬ 

guage of irony, meaning that he professed so to do, 

obviously implying that it was mere pretence, and 

that he had really never done so, seeing that he 

did not now save himself. The language of Jewish 

scorn involved, however, a most notorious truth. 

“ He saved others,” Yes, thousands could attest 

this: for his miracles were not done in a corner; 

but publicly in the light of day. “ He saved 

others.” Yes, almost all the villages of Judea had 

been the scenes of his benevolent and almighty 

power. Ye sick, did he not speak to you, and ye 

were instantly made whole ? Ye lepers, did he 

not command, and ye were cleansed ? Ye dumb, 

attest how he caused you to speak ? Ye blind, 

know one thing at least, that Jesus caused your 
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sightless eye-balls to behold the light. Ye demo¬ 

niacs, was it not by the power of Jesus that the 

spirits were dispossessed, and that ye sat at his feet, 

clothed and in your right mind ? Where is the wo¬ 

man who had the bloody issue for so many years ? 

Where is the nobleman whose daughter was raised 

from the bed of death ? Where is the widow of 

Nain, who received back again from the bier her 

only son ? Ye amiable sisters of Bethany, who led 

the Saviour to the tomb of your brother, can ye 

not verify the truth of the assertion, that Jesus saved 

others ? Are there none of the officers present, who 

saw the bleeding ear of Malclms, have you forgotten 

who touched the part, and it was instantaneously 

healed? Yes, no fact was more public, none could 

have been more amply proved than this, that Jesus 

had saved others. 

April 7. 

Part II. 

THE SAVIOUR OF OTHERS NOT ABLE 

TO SAVE HIMSELF. 

Matt. 27. xlii. 

If they meant that he had not physical power to 

deliver himself from the cross, and from the hands 

of his enemies, then was this the language of igno¬ 

rance and unbelief. He, who on one occasion was 

surrounded by his enemies, when they designed (o. 
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throw him headlong down the brow of a certain hill, 

and who passed through them unperceived, could 

have easily eluded their most vigilant search, and 

escaped out of their hands. He, who in the garden, 

by a simple interrogation, caused the officers to fall 

to the ground, by one word, could have overwhelmed 

all employed in putting him to death, or have de¬ 

scended from the cross. No man could take his 

life from him, unless he pleased, for he had power 

both to lay it down, and to take it up again. He 

could have called ten legions of angels, who would 

have avenged his sufferings, and slain all his adver¬ 

saries. But although Jesus had all power, yet there 

was a sense, in which it was true, that “ himself he 

could not save.” The reason was a moral one. 

He had stipulated to save others through the offering 

of himself. To save others, consistently with all 

the illustrious demands of eternal justice, it behoved 

him to suffer, and also to rise from the dead. The 

life of the world, rested on his death. Had he 

saved himself, the world would have been unre¬ 

deemed, and all the prophecies and promises of the 

scriptures falsified. His truth rendered it impos¬ 

sible to save himself. His concern for the glory of 

his Father: his intense love to a world of sinners; 

and his determination to destroy the works of the 

devil, all rendered it true, that himself he could 

not save. Happy for the Jewish nation, who re¬ 

jected their Lord, and happy for those in particular 

who put him to death, that himself he did not save. 
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Happy for every sinful child of man, for every 

undying human spirit, that himself he could not 

save. Shall we not feel deeply interested in those 

reasons, that rendered it impossible for Christ to 

save himself. And while Jesus saved others, ought 

we not to be deeply solicitous, that he should say 

unto our souls, “I am your salvation.” 

April 8. 

CHRIST’S AFFECTIONATE CONCERN 

FOR HIS MOTHER. 

Now there stood by the cross of Jesus, his mother and 

his mother s sister, Mary the wife of Cleophas, and 

Mary Magdalene. When Jesus therefore saw his 

mother, and the disciple standing by whom he loved, he 

saith unto his mother, Woman, behold thy son. Then 

saith he to the disciple, Behold thy mother.—John 

xix. 25—27. 

It is generally supposed, that Joseph the husband 

of Mary, had been for some time deceased. And 

that Mary was mostly to be found in the com- 

pany of her son, and was entirely dependant upon 

him. On the present occasion, we find her with 

other two Marys, and the beloved disciple, standing 

near the cross of Christ. What distress must have oc¬ 

cupied every heart, what anguish especially, must 

have filled the breast of the afflicted mother of Je¬ 

sus. Although Jesus was now enduring the intense 
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agonies of a lingering dissolution, yet the little 

group of devoted friends, arrested his attention. 

His eyes beheld them — his heart felt for them. 

For his distressed mother he now provided a son, 

who should be her protector, her comforter, her 

friend. Hence he said unto her 44 Woman, behold 

thy son,” let my beloved disciple be thine adopted 

child, consider him henceforth as thy son. In him 

thou shalt find a friend worthy of all thy esteem; 

his heart shall ever be thy sanctuary in trouble, and 

on his arm thou shalt lean with safety and delight. 

Thine own son now dies, but John shall abide to 

befriend thee, and care for thee, so long as thou 

shalt live. Then fixing his eyes on the beloved 

disciple, he said, 44 Behold thy mother.” I commit 

her in charge to thine affectionate care; consider her 

as the honoured handmaid of the Lord; favored 

to give birth to the world’s redeemer. Consider 

how that heart of her’s is now pierced through and 

through, by the sufferings of thy master, by the 

agonies I now endure, and in which thy salvation 

is concerned. I commend her to thy filial attention. 

Let thine arm befriend her, let thy society cheer 

her, soothe as far as thou canst, her passage through 

the valley of tears, till she shall be called to behold 

her son exalted on the right hand of the majesty on 

high. You anticipate the result. The charge was 

accepted; the beloved disciple received her as his 

mother, and from that hour he took her to his 

own home. How is filial piety recommended by 
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this astonishing scene. Jesus on whom a world’s 

guilt was pressing, whose soul was engulphed in 

the waters of unutterable sorrows, did not forget 

his dependant mother, but in his dying words pro¬ 

vides for her an asylum and a friend. 

April 9. 

CHRIST’S GARMENTS DIVIDED. 

Then the soldiers when they had crucified Jesus, took his 

garments, and made four parts, to every soldier apart. 

John xix. 23. 

It was an ancient custom, for the garments of 

executed criminals to be divided among those who 

were employed on the occasion. It was in this way 

that the Redeemer was treated. Jesus was stripped 

of his garments, and they were divided among the 

soldiers who crucified him. The outer robe of 

Jesus was divided into four parts, each part of which 

was given to a distinct soldier. In this apparently 

unimportant matter, we are reminded however of the 

grand medium of our redemption, of the great price 

by which our acceptance with God was obtained. 

By sin we had become the victims of nakedness and 

shame. In such circumstances we could not pos¬ 

sibly stand in the Divine presence, or be accepted 

of him. But Jesus is stripped of his only robe, 

and thus through his poverty, humiliation, and 

death, we obtain better robes than our first parents 
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wore in Eden, even the garments of salvation. 

And as the garment of Christ was divided into four 

parts, it seems to intimate, that the four quarters 

of our globe are equally interested in the gracious 

provisions of redeeming love. And may we not 

further also infer, that as each of the soldiers ob¬ 

tained a part, that each sinful child of man, who 

humbly and believingly claims the garment of 

salvation, shall assuredly possess his part. And as 

the very crucifiers of Jesus, thus possessed his gar¬ 

ments; are we not further instructed, that the 

Saviour’s gospel is for the vilest of the vile, even 

the chief of sinners. While the children of this 

world are vainly seeking after gaudy finery, after 

splendid earthly attire, let it be our earnest wish, 

to be found clothed in the white robe of righteous¬ 

ness, that we may thus be permitted to mingle 

with the blood-washed throng, before the throne of 

God and the Lamb for ever. 

April 10. 

CHRIST’S SEAMLESS VESTURE. 

Let us not rent it, but cast lots for it, whose it shall be. 

—John xix. 24. 

How remarkably was every scriptural prediction 

realized in reference to the Son of God. His. 

upper garments haa ut-en divided among the sol¬ 

diers, but his inner coat or vesture, being without 

seam, they do not tear it, but agree to dispose of it 
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by lots, thus, unconsciously fulfilling a prophecy 

which had been delivered eleven hundred years 

before. For David had predicted and said, “ They 

part my garments among them, and cast lots upon 

my vesture.” (Ps. xxii. 18.) In this interesting 

event several lessons are communicated. By the 

seamless vesture of Christ we are reminded of the 

completeness and perfection of his religion. All 

preceding dispensations had been imperfect and 

temporary, Christ came to establish a system which 

should abolish all these, one in which all truth 

should be exhibited, and which should abide to the 

end of the world. By Christ’s seamless vesture, 

we are also reminded of the unity of his church. 

All his people are one. For this he especially in¬ 

terceded in his valedictory prayer, “ That they all 

may be one, as thou Father art in me, and I in thee, 

that they may be all one in us, that the world may 

believe that thou hast sent me.” (John xvii. 21.) 

How desirable it is that all Christ’s professed friends 

should say, as the soldiers did of his vesture, “ let 

us not rent it.” Perfect uniformity is not likely to 

be effected by any process here, but perfect love 

and harmony may notwithstanding be cultivated. 

God is displeased with the jarrings and strifes of his 

people. By this the Holy Spirit is grieved, and 

the seamless vesture of Jesus is degraded and torn. 

Let us not forget that Christ not only came to unite 

us to God, but also to unite our hearts in the indis¬ 

soluble bonds of peace and love. By this said the 
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olessed Jesus, shall all men know that ye are my 

disciples, “if ye love one another.” 

April 11. 
CHRIST AND THE PENITENT 

MALEFACTOR. 

Verily, I say unto thee, to-day shalt thou be with me in 

Paradise. — Luke xxiii. 43. 

The occasion of these words we meet with, in 

the earnest supplication of the poor malefactor 

who was expiring by the side of Christ. Jesus 

was crucified between two thieves, and thus he 

was accounted stricken and smitten of God; and 

in his death he was numbered with transgressors.. 

Struck either with the dignity of the sufferer, or 

the astounding phenomena with which nature was- 

affected, and doubtless too, touched with the finger 

of God, one of these exclaimed, “ Lord, remember 

me when thou comest into thy kingdom.” His sup¬ 

plication was of a most extraordinary character. It 

was addressed to a fellow-sufferer—a reputed male¬ 

factor— the object of human scorn, hatred, and 

contempt. It wras addressed to him when in the 

agonies of death. All else were mocking and 

reviling — the priests and elders were taunting 

him, saying, “ He saved others; himself he cannot 

save”—the multitude were exclaiming, “If thou 
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be the Son of God, come down from the cross.” 

Yet amidst all this derision and contemptuous treat¬ 

ment of the Saviour, this poor malefactor honoured 

him, and sought from his dying lips a promise of 

future felicity. He addresses him in the language 

of believing worship, — he gives him his own glo¬ 

rious and rightful title of Lord,—he sees in the 

sufferer the features of divinity, — he concedes to 

him all that prophets had written, all that Jesus 

had claimed, — he recognizes him as the Son of 

God,—as the possessor of a celestial kingdom,-and 

entreats when he should ascend to his throne, that 

he would give him a place in his merciful remem¬ 

brance. Thus was Christ honoured by the wor¬ 

ship and address of this poor malefactor. Thus did 

Christ’s cross, as a powerful magnet draw a dying 

wretch beneath its saving influence. Thus while 

the religionists of the day despised and put to death 

the blessed Jesus, a poor profligate outcast, vested 

his mortal interests into his hands, and received the 

promise of eternal glory. 

April 12 

CHRIST AND THE PENITENT 

MALEFACTOR. 

Part II. 

I here are yet several features in the prayer 

of the dying malefactor which are worthy of our 
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notice. Not only did he honour Jesus, as Lord, 

and recognised his claims to a kingdom, but he 

placed his soul’s entire confidence in him. He 

sought from him, his favourable regards in a future 

world. He lost sight of his body and the suffer¬ 

ings of his crucifixion, he withdrew his thoughts 

from time and death, and looked beyond both, to 

the safety of his spirit, and his immortal well-being. 

In doing this he evinced amazing faith in the Re¬ 

deemer,- he saw him in his humiliation, and beheld 

him sinking into the arms of death, yet he addressed 

him as the glorious Lord, and as the fountain of life. 

He was not favoured with a supernatural sight of 

the Divine glory as Moses was,—he did not obtain 

such a full and explicit revelation, as did Abraham, 

—he did not with Isaiah behold in vision the glory 

of the Lord of Hosts. We are not certain that he 

ever saw one of Christ’s miracles, yet despite of all, 

his faith pierces through all the mystery which 

surrounded the cross, and he commits his immortal 

all, into the hands of Jesus, While his prayer was 

the evidence of strong faith, yet it was characterized 

by humility. He sought not great things — he de¬ 

sired only to be remembered — he left all else, to 

be supplied by the wisdom and goodness of the 

Saviour. Then we cannot fail to perceive the fer¬ 

vour, the holy earnestness which his prayer evinced, . 

Lord remember me, pity a poor dying wretch, let 

thy compassionate eye be fixed upon me, — let thyr 

boundless mercy accompany my guilty spirit, — le& 
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not my soul go down from thy side to the dreary 

shades of death. 44 Lord remember me when thou 

comest into thy kingdom.” Happy the man who 

has had fellowship of spirit, and kindredness of 

feeling, with this poor penitent sinner. 

April 13. 

CHRIST’S REPLY TO THE DYING 

MALEFACTOR. 

Part III. 

We have already witnessed the peculiar situation 

of the suppliant, and the nature of the prayer he 

presented to Jesus. Let us now consider the an¬ 

swer which he received. I.—The answer was 

gracious—Christ did not reject his prayer—he 

did not refuse his petition — he did not upbraid 

him with his crimes; but, with all the majesty of 

unbounded compassion, he regarded his suppli¬ 

cation, and gave him a positive assurance of his 

gracious regards. II.—The answer was immediate 

— He did not keep him in anxious suspense, or 

in a state of distressing doubt. The poor peti¬ 

tioner was expiring — he was on the margin of 

the eternal world — a few moments more, and his 

state would be irrevocably fixed. Jesus therefore 

promptly regarded his request, and immediately 

promised him a place in Paradise. III.—The 
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answer was superabundantly glorious. He merely 

desired to be remembered — but Christ promises 

him an abode in Paradise. He engages that he 

shall accompany himself, and that very day be a 

participant with him in the joys of eternity. Then, 

IV.—The answer was exceedingly strong and posi¬ 

tive. Christ places beneath his feet the immu¬ 

table rock of his repeated promise, “ Verily, verily, 

I say unto thee, to-day shalt thou be with me in 

Paradise.” In this interesting case, we see the 

fulness, the freeness, and the efficacy of divine 

grace. No humble penitent after this need despair. 

No case after this can be deemed too desperate. 

Christ can save the vilest, yea, and to the utter¬ 

most, and under all circumstances, those who come 

unto God by him. But to secure this salvation, 

we must come humbly, and earnestly, and by faith, 

to the fountain opened for sin and unclcanness. 

“The dying thief rejoiced to see 

That Fountain, in his day; 

And there may I, as vile as he. 

Wash all my sins away ! ” 
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April 14. 

THE 

EARTHQUAKE AT CHRIST’S DEATH. 

And the Earth did quake, and the rocks rent. 

Matt, xxvii. 51. 

How astonishing was the contrast exhibited at 

Christ’s death between the inanimate and the 

intelligent creation of God. Men gazed with cruel 

hardness on the dying Redeemer, and mocked 

and reviled him in his expiring agonies. The 

Sun covered himself with sable darkness, and 

refused to witness the scene of horror and of 

blood. Men stood unmoved by the groans of 

the Man of Sorrows. The cold earth and flinty 

rocks seemed to evince greater sensibility and to 

reprobate the callousness of the more flinty hearted 

multitude, for “ the earth did quake and the rocks 

rent.” Doubtless this phenomena was designed to 

indicate the mighty revolutions which the death of 

Christ should effect. The Jewish system was now 

to be utterly abolished, the temple was now to have 

inscribed upon its portals Ichabod-—the glory is de¬ 

parted. All the rights and services of that gorgeous 

and burdensome economy were to pass into utter 

oblivion. Now too, the whole world was to become 

the theatre of divine operations. Paganism, in all 

its horrid diversities of form and iniquity, was to be 

.shaken to its centre, and a religion of holiness and 

'benevolence was to be diffused throughout the ha- 
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bitable earth, and which should make the kingdoms 

of this world, to become the kingdoms of God, and 

of his Christ for ever. Might not this prodigy at 

Christ’s death also be intended to denote the effi¬ 

cacy of the Redeemer’s grace on the hearts of men, 

by which the most obstinate and callous, should be 

made sensitive, and gentle, and affectionate, as that 

of a little child, and thus be made meet for the 

kingdom of heaven. 

" Hark! how he groans, while nature shakes. 

And earth’s strong pillars bend. 

The Temple’s veil in sunder breaks. 

And solid marble rends.” 

April 15. 

CHRIST’S PRAYER FOR HIS 

MURDERERS. 

Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.— 

Luke xxiii. 34. 

The crucifixion of Christ, was the most atrocious 

crime the Jews ever committed. When we con¬ 

template the dignity of the illustrious sufferer, and 

the overwhelming evidence he gave of the divinity 

of his mission, we must perceive, that to shed his 

infinitely precious blood, must have been a crime 

of the deepest dye — a murder of the foulest and 

most aggravated description. Well might Jesus 

exclaim, “They know not what they do.” The 

N 
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full amount of guilt they were then committing, 

will only be fully ascertained in the day of judg¬ 

ment, and the day of doom. Yet heinous as was 

the crime, unfathomable as was their guilt, it did 

not place them beyond the reach of mercy, it did 

not render their salvation impossible. What a 

striking scene is exhibited before us ! 1 he powers 

of earth and hell, are exhausting their malignant 

cruelty on the Son of God. Men and devils seem 

to vie with each other, which should have the pre¬ 

eminence in perpetrating this deed of horror and 

blood. Christ is enduring the most intense agonies, 

they could cause him to suffer, yet his heart becomes 

as it were insensible to his own excruciating suffer¬ 

ings, and compassion towards his enemies, triumphs 

over every other feeling. While they blaspheme, 

he prays,—while they mock and revile him, he in¬ 

tercedes for their salvation, — while they cover him 

with wounds, and extract his precious blood, every 

wound they open and every drop of blood they shed, 

became vocal on their behalf. Let heaven and 

earth be astonished, the dying victim exclaims, 

“ Forgive them Father, O forgive. 

They know not that by me they live.” 
% 

Is it not then the interest of every self-convicted 

sinner to come to the same Redemer, and to plead, 

“ Thy precious death and life,—I pray, 

• Take all, take all my sins away.” 
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April 16. 

CHRIST FORSAKEN OF HIS FATHER. 

My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me.— 
Matt, xxvii. 46. 

Do not imagine that when Jesus uttered these 

mysterious words, that the Divinity was separated 

from his humanity, or that Christ had ceased to be 

an object of complacency and delight with the 

Father. We cannot imagine at any period when 

God took greater interest in his Son, than when 

he was accomplishing the very act of atonement, 

by which all his perfections would be rendered 

eternally illustrious, and the redemption of a guilty 

world effected. God ever delighted in his Son, and 

never more so than at this solemn moment. But 

it behoved Christ to suffer the withdrawment of the 

joys and consolations of his Father’s countenance. 

It was now that it pleased the Father to bruise him. 

He put him to grief. He presented the cup to his 

lips, and the bitterest portion of that cup he was 

now drinking when he exclaimed, u My God, my 

God, why hast thou forsaken me.” Now indeed 

was Divine justice, magnified in exacting the vast 

atoning sum for human redemption. Now the suf¬ 

ferer felt the unutterable weight of a world’s guilt 

pressing upon his agonized soul. Now he was 

enduring the holy infliction of sins demerit, which 

required for a season, the hidings of his Father’s 

face. Yet be it observed, the complaint of Jesus 
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did not imply regret that he had undertaken the 

redemption of the world, — neither did it imply 

despair as to its glorious consummation. He knew 

the momentous work was nearly accomplished,—he 

was certain as to its glorious result,—he did not 

doubt the Father’s approval, or the bestowment of 

the joy that had been set before him. But he felt 

the billows rolling over his afflicted spirit. The 

tempest of wrath, was now raging with relentless 

fury. Darkness had not only surrounded the earth, 

but Christ’s soul was filled with horrific and sable 

blackness, and in the depths of his agony, he 

exclaimed, “ My God, my God, why hast thou for¬ 

saken me.” That partial eclipse of the Father’s 

countenance obtained for the guilty family of man, 

the reconciled smiles of the blessed Deity. Now 

the clouds of indignation against an iniquitous race 

are removed, and through Jesus, the light of 

immortal blessedness, beams upon our perishing 

world. 

April 17. 
CHRIST’S THIRST. 

I thirst.—John, xix 28. 

Jesus had now been nailed to the cross for 

several hours,—the moment of his death was at 

hand. All that had been written of him in the 

prophets and the psalms had been fulfilled, except 
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one passage, and that is now realised, by the intense 

thirst which he endures. As it had been predicted, 

“ His strength indeed was dried up like a potsherd, 

and his tongue cleaved to his jaws, and he was 

brought unto the dust of death.” (Ps. xxii. 16.) 

When we contemplate the accumulated sufferings 

which he had borne during the last twelve hours, 

we need not wonder that the fluids of his precious 

body were dried up, and that intolerable thirst 

necessarily followed. It is also deserving of notice, 

that thirst is the most distressing sensation of which 

the body is capable, and is therefore employed to 

represent the misery of lost souls. Jesus as our 

substitute, had to endure what was equal to that 

misery, and never perhaps, was that more fully 

realised, than when he exclaimed, “1 thirst.” Je¬ 

sus, too had to pass through the dreary shades of 

dissolution, that he might have fellowship with his 

believing people. Here then he feels the racking 

torture of dying thirst, and he knows how to suc¬ 

cour, how feelingly to sympathise with his people, 

when they are enduring the agonies of death. 

Christ’s exclamation of thirst, met with no sym¬ 

pathy from the rocky hearted multitude. But they 

gave the illustrious Jesus, “ vinegar mixed with 

hyssop to drink.” Thus, that passage was literally 

fulfilled, — “They gave also gall for my meat, 

and in my thirst, they gave me vinegar to drink” 

(Ps. lxix. 21.) Let us not however lose sight of 

the glorious consequences of Christ’s excruciating 
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thirst to us. Thus, has he obtained for us the 

streams of salvation here, and the ceaseless flowing 

rivers of pleasures at his right hand for evennore. 

He now invites from his Mediatorial throne, and 

says whosoever will come, may come, and take of 

the waters of life freely. 

April 18. 

CHRIST’S 

TRIUMPHANT EXCLAMATION. 

It is finished ! — John xix. 30. 

Never was a more important sentence uttered. 

So important to man—so important to Jehovah— 

so important to Christ. Man’s immortal interests 

had been undertaken by Jesus. He had freely 

come to do the will of God, as it was written in 

the book—he had engaged to bear the curse which 

sin had brought upon the human race—he had 

offered his own breast to receive the sharp and 

glittering sword which must otherwise have smitten 

every child of man. When the fulness of time 

had come, he entered upon the arduous under¬ 

taking. His engagements were now nearly finished 

—a solid foundation of happiness was now laid— 

the uttermost farthing was now paid into the hands 

of Justice. The bond of suretyship was nowsigned 

and sealed, and rendered valid and saving to every 
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believer to the end of the world. Yes, now it was 

— when Christ exclaimed “ It is finished ” —that 

man’s salvation was completed. The expiring 

cry of the Redeemer was not less important to 

Jehovah. He had satisfied his infinite justice in 

punishing sin to the utmost. He had exhibited 

his utter detestation of moral evil, and hence his 

holiness was greatly magnified. He had rendered 

his truth everlastingly glorious, in not conniving at 

transgression, but fulfilling, to the very letter, the 

threatening of death, although removed from the 

criminal to the surety. He had also given the 

most resplendent revelation of his infinite grace, 

unbounded mercy, and eternal love. Here was a 

full manifestation of all his adorable perfections, 

so that “ the first archangel never saw, so much of 

God before.” Surely this exclamation could not 

be less important to Jesus himself — that his 

arduous undertaking was now completed — that his 

unparalleled suffering was ended — that his igno¬ 

miny was now about to be exchanged for dignity— 

his cross for a throne — his wreath of thorns for a 

crown of glory — that his groans and anguish were 

to be eternally forgotten in the rivers of pleasure 

which were to flow around his mediatorial seat 

for ever. 

“ ’ Tis finish’d ! let the joyful sound 

Be heard through all the nations round : 

’ Tis finish’d let the echo fly 

Through heaven and hell-—through earth and sky! ** 
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April 19. 
CHRIST’S TRIUMPHANT 

EXCLAMATION. 

Part II. 

Now the testimonies of the prophets of which 
Jesus had been the Alpha and Omega, were all 
accomplished. It behoved him that every promise 
should be fulfilled, every prophecy accomplished. 
In Jesus every promise had now been realized, and 
every prediction embodied. Now ancient types 
and shadows were all doomed to pass away, seeing 
that the truth and the substance had appeared. 
Now for ever ceased the ceremonies of the law, 
and another victim should never be offered wrhich 
should be acceptable to God. Now all preceding 
dispensations were about to expire, and the last 
and best that God should ever give to man was 
being ratified with the blood of the Cross. Now 
was struck the fatal blow, by which the gates of 
hell were shaken to their centre, and which should 
finally issue in the total ruin of Satan’s empire in 
the world. “ Now was the judgment of this world 
—now was the Prince of this world cast out.” 
When Jesus exclaimed,£C It is finished,” a new aera 
in the history both of heaven and earth com¬ 
menced. Earth was now to be, in a more uni¬ 
versal and glorious sense, the theatre of the divine 
operations. From this instant Christ was to com- 
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mence his aggressive attacks upon Satan’s usurped 

dominions, and by which he should ultimately res¬ 

cue our enslaved world from his tyrannical grasp, 

and thereby subdue all things unto himself. Now 

heaven’s portals, which would have been closed 

against every child of man, were thrown wide 

open, and the tree of life, in the midst of the 

Paradise of God, was rendered accessible to the 

whole human race. O, how glorious, how blessed 

was Christ’s dying exclamation ! Here is the 

foundation of my hope. Here is my reply to every 

accusation from the enemy. Here is the object of 

my trust and joy. God forbid that I should glory 

in anything, save in the cross of the Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

April 20. 

JESUS COMMENDING HIS SPIRIT INTO 

THE HANDS OF HIS FATHER. 

When Jesus had cried with a loud voice, he said, Father, 

into thy hands I commend my spirit.—Luke xxiii. 46. 

It was of the utmost importance that Christ’s 

death should be voluntary. Had his life been 

forced from him, then would it not have been an 

acceptable sacrifice for a guilty world. It behoved 

him freely to lay down his life, and thus, as our 

cheerful surety, to free us from the dreadful penalty 

of our sins. Our text is the grand proof that 
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Christ thus freely gave himself. Notwithstanding 

all the accumulated weight of sorrows he had 

borne, yet he was not exhausted—he did not 

gradually become more weak and faint, and then 

fall gently into the hands of death : he had still 

full power over his spirit; he could easily have 

come down from the cross and saved himself — 

hence, when the moment arrived that Divine 

Justice demanded his spirit he was ready with 

the offering; and having cried with a loud voice 

—a proof of the vigorous energies he still pos¬ 

sessed—he said, “ Father, into thy hands I com¬ 

mend my spirit.” But not only do wre see the 

voluntariness of Christ’s death, but also the piety 

and the resignation, and the composure with which 

his life terminated. He knew that his Father 

would receive the precious deposit—he knew that 

in dying he was to be the example of his saints 

—hence he sanctified death with prayer, and by 

his unshaken confidence, by his calmness, and by 

his dying composure, he has taught us our only 

refuge in a dying hour. By faith we are the 

children of God, and joint heirs with Christ, and 

therefore when we expire, we may adopt his dying 

words, relying upon it, that our immortal spirits 

will be received into his heavenly hands. 
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April 21. 

CHRIST’S PIERCED SIDE. 

But one of the soldiers pierced his side, and forthwith 
came there out blood and water.—John xix. 34. 

How marvellously did Divine Providence secure 

the literal fulfilling of all that had been written 

concerning Jesus. It had been predicted, that 

“ not a bone of him should be broken,” And the 

paschal Lamb, one of the most striking of all the 

types of Christ, was to be roasted whole, and not a 

bone of it was to be broken. Behold then how God 

preserves the Saviour, and realises the predictions 

of his word. To facilitate the death of the crimi¬ 

nals, the executioners broke the legs of both the 

malefactors, but perceiving that Jesus was already 

dead, they broke not his legs. But there was ano¬ 

ther passage which had to be fulfilled. Zechariah 

had spoken of Jesus, as being pierced; he had 

referred to a fountain which should be opened for 

sin and uncleanness. While the soldiers therefore 

passively fulfil the first scripture, in not breaking a 

bone of the Saviour, one of them actively fulfils 

the other, in thrusting the spear into his heart, 

from which immediately flowed the predicted foun¬ 

tain of blood and water. Here then we perceive 

the cruelty and wrath of man fulfilling what God 

had aforetime determined should be done. Let it 

be observed however, that Christ had already 

yielded his Spirit into his Father’s hands, so that 
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this did not at all interfere with the freeness and 

voluntariness of Christ’s death. The wisdom of 

God secured all the interests involved in this 

mysterious, and all momentous undertaking. 

April 22. 

CHRIST’S PIERCED SIDE. 

Part II. 

Let us now contemplate the piercing of Christ’3 

side, as it stands connected with the various parties 

concerned. It was in respect of Christ, a proof of 

his Messiahship, and of the reality of his death. 

The passages previously quoted, evidently referred 

to the Messiah, and their accomplishment at Christ’s 

death, complete the evidence of his being the pre¬ 

dicted Saviour, and truly the Son of God. Besides, 

thus was the reality of his death demonstrated. 

After the pericardium was pierced, and the fluid of 

life had flown from the orifice, had not the Sa¬ 

viour been dead already, humanly speaking, death 

must have instantly followed. So that the piercing 

of Christ’s side, greatly establishes the reality of 

Christ’s death; on the truth of which, the whole 

structure of redemption rests. On the soldier’s 

part, it was a mere act of wanton cruelty. He 

thought of nothing, but gratifying a barbarous 

passion, of outvieing his fellows in malignant cru- 
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elty, towards the reputed deceiver. But however 

thoughtlessly he might have committed this outrage 

on Christ’s sacred person, the matter to us is deeply 

affecting and instructive. The soldier was the 

mere instrument of this act. It was our sins that 

brought Jesus from heaven; that apprehended, con¬ 

demned, and put him to death. And it was our 

sins too, that lifted up the spear, and thrust it in 

his precious heart. How then does it become us, 

to look upon him whom we have pierced, and 

mourn. Genuine repentance flows only from an 

awakened sense of the extreme evil of sin, and never 

was that so fully manifested, as in the death of the 

Son of God. But from this subject, we also derive 

instruction. We are guilty, and as an atonement 

for our sins, blood flowed from the Saviour’s side. 

We have redemption through his blood. We are 

unholy, and for our sanctification, flowed water 

from the side of Christ. Thus were exhibited in 

two significant emblems, the means, both of our 

pardon, and purification. 

“ There is a fountain filled with blood. 

Drawn from Immanuel’s veins. 

And sinners plung’d beneath that flood. 

Lose all their guilty stains.” 
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April 23. 

THE RENT VEIL. 

And behold the veil of the temple was rent in twain from 

the top to the bottom.—Matt, xxvii. 51. 

Christ’s whole life had been attended by the 

most astonishing prodigies and miracles. His birth 

was ushered in by a choir of angels, and a brilliant 

meteor was suspended over the place where th 

new born Saviour was to be found. His baptism 

in like manner, was signally distinguished by a 

voice from the excellent glory, by the opening 

heavens, and the miraculous descent of the Holy 

Ghost. His ministerial career, was one of signs 

and wonders. Never did any other man do the 

wrorks which Christ did. His death was accompa¬ 

nied by events, equally as striking and wonderful. 

Among these wonderful phenomena, our attention 

is at present directed to that which occurred in the 

'■emple. “And behold the veil of the temple was 

rent in twain from the top to the bottom.” The 

veil of the temple was that which separated between 

the holy, and the most holy place. It was made of 

embroidered woollen, was more than a foot in thick¬ 

ness, and was sixty feet in length. The veil was 

designed to keep strictly private the holiest of holies, 

and beyond it no foot ever ventured but that of the 

great High Priest, and he only once a year, when 

he took with him the blood of annual expiation, 

and made atonement for the sins of the people. 
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Now at Christ’s death this veil was rent in twain, 

the whole of it was severed from the top to the 

bottom. And thus the holiest place was exposed to 

the gaze of those who were worshipping in the 

sanctuary. That this was a miraculous occurrence 

must have been strikingly manifest. No human 

hand could have effected it. It was obviously the 

result of Almighty power It was an event fraught 

with importance, and was designed to attest the 

divinity of the Son of God. 

April 24. 

THE RENT VEIL, 

Part II.—Matt, xxvii. 51. 

Having glanced at the event recorded, let us 

now endeavour to ascertain its spiritual signification 

and design. Is was doubtless designed to represent 

the entire abolition of the old dispensation with all 

its rites and ceremonies. It is highly probable that 

the veil was rent just as the High Priest was stand¬ 

ing before the mercy-seat, and was the signal for 

the termination of the Aaronical Priesthood for 

ever. Now the sacred place was open to universal 

gaze, God himself having torn the intervening veil 

from the top to the bottom While it denoted the 

extinction of the old economy with its priests and 

sacrifices it also was obviously designed to honour 

Jesus in his priestly office, and the sacrifice which 
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he was now offering for the redemption of a guilty 
world. The ancient dispensation was entirely 
typical, the whole was shadowy of Christ and his 
kingdom. Jesus the true priest, having therefore 
appeared, and the sacrifice having been offered 
which alone possessed saving efficacy, it was proper 
that the types and shadows should now pass away. 
Now too was rent another veil, even the body of the 
Saviour, in which had been concealed all the ful¬ 
ness of the indwelling Godhead. And now too 
was Jesus ready as the great Priest of his church, 
to enter into the holiest place of all, even the 
heaven of heavens, there to appear in the pre¬ 
sence of God for us. Finally, the rending of the 
veil, was doubtless also designed symbolically to 

express the removal of the wall of partition between 
the Jewish and the Gentile worlds. Now there is, 
“ neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncir¬ 
cumcision, barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free, but 
Christ is all and in all.” It is a glorious truth 
that Christ is not only the Messiah of the Jews, 
but the Saviour of all men, especially of them who 
believe. 

April 25. 

THE DARKNESS AT CHRIST’S DEATH. 

Now from the sixth hour, there was darkness over all the 
land until the ninth hour.—Matt, xxvii. 45. 

This is another of those astonishing events which 
occurred at the Redeemer’s death. There was 
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darkness over all the land, for the space of three 

hours, from the sixth Hour to the ninth. This 

darkness was supernatural. It could not arise from 

natural causes; it being now full moon, when it 

was impossible that the sun could be eclipsed. It 

was the attestation of God, to the greatness of the 

work which Christ was now effecting upon the cross. 

Never had such a scene been witnessed from the 

creation of the world. 

“ The sun beheld it —No, the shocking scene 

Drove back his chariot; Midnight veil’d his face : 

Not such as this; not such as nature makes ; 

A midnight, Nature shudder’d to behold, 

A midnight new ! a dread eclipse, (without 

Opposing spheres) from her Creator’s crown! 

Sun! didst thou fly thy Maker’s pain ? or start 

At that enormous load of human guilt, 

Which bow’d his blessed head ; o’erwhelmed his cross. 

Made groan the centre ; burst earth’s marble womb 

With pangs, strange pangs ! deliver’d of her dead ! 

Hell howl’d ; and Heaven that hour let fall a tear ; 

Heav’n wept that men might smile l 

Heaven bled, that Man 

Might never die l ” 

This darkness no doubt, was design'd to represent 

the sable gloom which now overspread the soul of 

Jesus, and his dreadful conflict with the powers of 

hell. It also signally exhibited the darkness of un¬ 

belief, which at this time overspread the Jewish 
o 
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people. Now the dread empire of Satan, was sha¬ 

ken to its very centre. From this hour, the glorious 

rays of celestial truth, should be reflected through 

the medium of Christ’s cross, until the whole earth 

should be filled with the light of salvation. 

“Well might the sun in darkness hide, 

And shut his glories in ; 

When Christ, the mighty Maker died. 

An offering for my sin.” 

April 26. 

THE CENTURION’S TESTIMONY 

Truly this man ivas the Son of God.—Mark xv. 39. 

The person who made this public avowal, was 

the centurion, the person who had the hundred 

soldiers under his charge, and to whom the execu¬ 

tion of Christ was committed. Doubtless he had 

often assisted on similar occasions, but never had 

he beheld such a sufferer, never had he witnessed 

such scenes as attended the death of Christ. He 

had doubtless watched every motion, and listened 

to every word, which escaped the Saviour. He had 

seen his unparalleled insults. He had seen Christ’s 

affectionate concern for his disconsolate mother. 

He had heard him promise a place in Paradise 

to the penitent malefactor. He had doubtless too, 

been struck with his dying prayer for his murderers, 

And then, when ordinarily, nature would have been 
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exhausted, he heard Christ’s loud and triumphant 

exclamation, when he said, “ it is finished,” and 

when he gave up the Ghost. This conbination of 

circumstances, produced a powerful conviction of 

Christ’s innocence and goodness. And he ex¬ 

claimed, ££ Truly this was the Son of God.” Be¬ 

sides all this, there were the astounding signs, 

which had accompanied Messiah’s death. If Christ 

had been guilty, wherefore did midnight spread her 

sable curtain over the land at noon day ? Why 

was the sacred tapestiy of the temple’s veil, torn from 

the top to the bottom ? What caused the earth to 

shake and tremble, and the rocks to break asunder ? 

Why should all nature be affected, and confused at 

the death of an impostor? The evidence of Christ’s 

Divinity, was too overwhelming for the centurion’s 

mind to resist: hence he exclaimed, ££ truly this 

man was the Son of God.” 

April 27. 

THE CENTURION’S TESTIMONY, 

Part II.-^-Mark xv. 39, 

How very singularly did God make the wrath 

of man to praise him, in the events connected with 

the death of his Son. The Jews wished Pilate to 

condemn Jesus for sedition and blasphemy. Though 

Pilate did condemn him, yet he publicly proclaimed 
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that he found no fault in him. A centurion with a 

band of soldiers, carry the sentence into execution, 

and the captain of them, publicly avows his belief, 

that the crucified Jesus is truly the Son of God. 

The centurion’s testimony was the first fruit of 

Christ’s death. How soon did the cross, with its 

magnetical influence, draw one poor soul to feel its 

quickening and saving power. How important too* 

to the Christian religion, that the superintendant, 

who officiated at the execution of its founder, should 

testify at the spot, that the sufferer was truly the 

Son of God. The testimony of the centurion was 

one of acknowledged impartiality: the testimony, 

not of a disciple, or friend, but of the officer, em¬ 

ployed by the civil authorities, to put Christ to 

death. The testimony was prompt, and courageous. 

He did not wait till he could communicate his con¬ 

victions privately to his friends, but at the very 

time, and place of Christ’s death, he publicly ex¬ 

claimed, “truly this man is the Son of God.” 

The testimony is one in which we are all personally 

concerned. Ask yourselves if you truly credit 

Christ’s Divine mission and work. Do you re¬ 

ceive him, trust in him, love, and obey him as 

the Son of God ? Have you the internal witness of 

the Spirit for he that believeth, hath the witness 

in himself? 
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April 28. 

INTERMENT OF JESUS. 

And when Joseph had iahen the body, he wrapped it in 
a clean linen cloth, and laid it in his own new tomb. 

Matt, xxvii. 59, 60. 

Joseph of Arimathea was a rich man, a 

councillor and member of the Sanhedrim, and a 

private disciple of the blessed Jesus. No sooner, 

therefore, is the Saviour dead than he steps forth 

to obtain possession of his body, that he might 

protect it from the indignities of the executioners, 

and place it in his own sepulchre. Pilate, having 

ascertained that Christ was really dead, readily 

acceded to his request, and thus, although Christ 

was numbered among transgressors, yet, according 

to the Prophet, he was placed with “the rich in 

his death.” We are now called to see the man¬ 

gled form of the Saviour hastily taken down from 

the cross, because the Jewish sabbath was at hand, 

as touching a dead body would have prevented 

those thus employed from engaging in the services 

of the temple. At this time, Nicodemus, another 

secret disciple, the same who came to Christ by 

night, brought a hundred wreight of spices to 

embalm the body of Jesus. In some instances, 

this rite is one of considerable time and labour: 

but in this case the body of Christ was simply 

wrapped in the linen cloth, on which these spices 

wore spread. The place of Christ’s interment 
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was Joseph’s own sepulchre, and it had yet been 

unoccupied — it was a new tomb, which he had 

“hewn out in the rock.” Thus Christ, being the 

only inhabitant of this tomb, his resurrection would 

be the more obvious and certain. The body of 

Christ being thus placed in the sepulchre, a large 

stone is rolled to its mouth, and Christ is left to 

sanctify and illumine, by his precious remains, the 

region of the dead. Observe, Christ was so poor 

that his cradle and his tomb were alike borrowed : 

even now, it was literally true that “he had no 

place wherein to lay his head.” A sinless Saviour, 

however, did not require a grave for himself, so 

it was meet that he should obtain the temporary 

loan of it, from those whose final resurrection he 

came to secure. 

April 29. 

THE SEPULCHRE SECURED. 

So they went and made the Sepulchre secure, sealing the 

stone, and setting a watch. — Matt, xxvii. 66. 

The prodigies attending Christ’s death must 

have produced peculiar sensations in the minds of 

Christ’s murderers. Happy if, like the Centurion, 

they had been convinced, and owned Jesus as the 

Son of God. Instead of this, they blindly per¬ 

severe in closing their eyes against the light, and 

madly persist in rejecting the counsel of God 



or Christian’s portion. 201 

against themselves. They now, therefore, apply 

to Pilate, that he would take care and secure the 

body of Christ, lest he should be removed by his 

disciples, and they should say he had risen from 

the dead. Pilate, doubtless, would treat their 

fears with contempt; but, nevertheless, he yielded, 

and allowed them to go and make the sepulchre 

secure. We now witness the stone at the mouth of 

the tomb receiving the impress of the Roman 

signet, and a guard of soldiers is fixed to watch 

the sepulchre. How effectually were they thus 

serving the cause of Christianity ! But for this 

extreme care, they might indeed have said that 

Christ had been stolen away. But who should 

dare to break the seal ? Who would encounter 

the soldiery, in attempting to steal Christ’s body? 

Yet how vainly were they opposing the designs of 

Jehovah. How infatuated were they to take counsel 

against the Lord, and against his anointed. As 

well might they have prevented the appearance 

of the orb of day as the rising of Christ from 

the dead. <£ He that sitteth in the heavens did 

laugh; the Lord held them in derision.” Now 

human malignity had effected its utmost against 

the Saviour. His blood is spilt — his death is 

effected. And now, too, human sagacity has em¬ 

ployed all its resources, to prevent his friends 

from deceiving the world by asserting his resur¬ 

rection. His body they have in their own pos¬ 

session — the tomb is sealed and watched — the 



202 GOLDEN POT OF MANNA, 

Jewish rulers and priests are trying to efface the 

remembrance of his death, in observing the 

duties of their high sabbath — time is silently 

rolling on, we must wait for the first day of the 

week to confirm the Jews in their sentence against 

Christ, or to realize his divine mission, by his 

resurrection from the dead. 

April 30. 

THE EARTHQUAKE AT CHRIST’S 

RESURRECTION. 

And, behold, there was a great Earthquake; for the 

Angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and came 

and rolled back the stone from the door, and sat upon 

it.—Matt, xxviii. 2. 

The morning of the first day of the wTeek had 

now arrived. The Saviour had now been one en¬ 

tire day and two nights in the sepulchre—the pre¬ 

dicted period of the event of his resurrection was 

come. On that event the whole superstructure of 

his kingdom was to rest for ever. The seal is still 

untouched. The Roman guard are pacing the 

gloomy paths of the silent garden, when, behold ! 

a rumbling noise is heard, and the ground begins 

to move beneath their feet. Panic-struck, they 

fain wrould fly from this scene of consternation, when 

their attention is arrested by a splendid beauteous 

form,—the angel of the Lord, who is commissioned 
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from heaven to minister at the resurrection of the 

Saviour. The stone is at once rolled from the 

door; and the celestial messenger makes that his 

temporary seat, which was intended to prevent the 

removal of Christ’s body from the tomb. The 

brightness of the angel was such that his counte¬ 

nance was like lightning, and his raiment white as 

snow. No wonder that the guard were over¬ 

whelmed. No wonder they fell as dead men to 

the ground. So soon, however, as they recover, 

they repair to the chief priests and elders, and re¬ 

late all the things that were done. How inefficient, 

however, are all external signs, however marvellous, 

in producing a right state of heart before God. 

The priests, as they had bought a Judas to betray 

Christ, now purchase, with large sums of money, 

the consciences of the guard; and a covenant of 

lies is immediately drawn and signed; and they 

all agree to tell the world the foolish and stupid 

story, that while the guard slept, his disciples stole 

him away. 

May 1. 

CHRIST’S RESURRECTION. 

Why seek ye the living among the dead; he is not here, 

but is risen.—Luke xxiv. 5—6. 

« 

The resurrection of Jesus, doubtless took place 

at the instant of the earthquake, when the angel 
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of the Lord descended and rolled away the stone 

from the door of the sepulchre. Now had been 

fulfilled all those predictions respecting his burial, 

and now, according to his own words, it behoved 

him to build again the temple of his own body, 

which the Jews had indeed destroyed. As Jonah 

too, was three days in the belly of the fish, so that 

signal type, was now realised in Christ, being a 

portion of three days in the heart of the earth, the 

last and most striking sign of his Divinity, with which 

the world should ever be favored. But the resur¬ 

rection of Jesus has been disputed. The Jews still 

scorn the doctrine of Christ’s resurrection : and the 

sceptical deist treats it, as a mere priestly invention. 

The Christian values it as the key-stone, bearing 

the whole edifice of Christianity. Let us briefly 

examine the evidence which scripture and reason 

afford on this important subject. It is certain that 

Christ died. His death is placed beyond all doubt. 

His body was secured and guarded by the Roman 

soldiers, and the mouth of the sepulchre was sealed. 

Who would dare to break it? Who would oppose 

the guard ? The body was missing — the tomb is 

empty. What has become of the remains of Christ? 

If he is not risen, why do not his enemies produce 

the corpse, and confront his disciples? What 

account do the guard give of the matter ? They 

say, that while they slept, his disciples stole him 

away. How came they to sleep? It was death 

for a soldier to be found asleep on guard. Strang© 
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that they should all sleep, at the same time. Still 

more so, that when asleep, they should observe 

Christ’s body removed, and know that it was hr» 

disciples who were stealing him ? The ridicu¬ 

lous account furnished by the guard, forms very 

presumptive evidence in favor of Christ’s resur¬ 

rection from the dead. 

May 2. 

CHRIST’S RESURRECTION. 
% 

Part II.—Luke xxiv. 5—5 

We have noticed the improbable account given 

by the Roman guard, of the removal of Christ’s 

body. Let us now consider the evidence given by 

Christ’s disciples, as to this matter. Who are the 

witnesses ? They are the friends of Jesus, it must 

be conceded, but still it is obvious, that their testi¬ 

mony is worthy of all acceptation. They were 

plain, honest persons; they had no influence to em¬ 

ploy, nor riches to bribe, by which they could expect 

to succeed in establishing such an imposition as 

that of Christ’s resurrection. Resides, they were 

so influenced by fear and despondency, that only 

a few days ago, when Christ was apprehended, they 

all forsook him and fled. Consider their statement, 

it is as to a matter of fact, they affirm that Christ is 

risen. And they do so, because they have seen 
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him, heard his voice, and had a full opportunity of 

minutely surveying his person. Consider the place, 

and time of this testimony. They declare these 

things in Jerusalem, where he had been condemned 

and put to death. Where all his enemies resided. 

Where the priests were. Where Pilate was. Where 

dwelt the soldiers, who had watched his tomb. 

And these things they declare immediately; this is 

only the third day from his death. Calvary is yet 

crimsoned with his blood. And yet they publicly 

affirm that he is risen from the dead. And for 

forty years after this event, the doctrine of Christ’s 

resurrection is preached in the temple, synagogues, 

and streets of the city of Jerusalem. Then, what 

motives could influence these witnesses ? In 

preaching Christ’s resurrection, they would be 

branded as fools and madmen. They would 

be deserted by friends, hated by enemies, and 

persecuted by all. And in the defence of this 

doctrine, they freely sacrificed all earthly goods, 

and most of them, at last, even life itself. Then 

observe, these ivitnesses were numerous. Several 

women saw Christ, and conversed with him; the 

two disciples going to Emmaus, saw him. He was 

seen of the eleven, on several occasions; then of 

five hundred brethren at once; and last of all, by 

Saul, the persecutor of the church, as one born out 

of due time. Fin all v, consider the effects which 

the preaching of Christ’s resurrection produced. 

It was the means of breaking the hearts, and con- 
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verting the souls of three thousand Jerusalem 

sinners in one day. And in tens of thousands of 

instances, it has proved the power of God to the 

salvation of immortal souls. Yes, unnumbered 

multitudes have felt this doctrine, to be spirit and 

life to their souls. 

May 3. 

CHRIST’S RESURRECTION. 

Part III.—Luke xxiv. 5—6 

Having glanced at the evidence of Christ’s 

resurrection, let this exercise be devoted to consider 

its character, importance and design. Christ’s resur¬ 

rection had been both typified and predicted in 

the writings of the old testament scriptures. The 

release of Isaac, after being bound as a sacrifice, 

on the third day after leaving his Father’s house; 

at the release and exaltation of Joseph from prison, 

at the third year of his confinement; the removal of 

the gates of Gaza by Sampson, during the darkness 

of midnight; and the deliverance of Jonah from the 

belly of the fish; all strikingly prefigured the resur¬ 

rection of Christ from the dead. And both David, 

Isaiah, and Hosea, had foretold the same event. 

Christ had also repeatedly spoken of it to his dis¬ 

ciples. (see Matt. xx. 17—19.) Christ’s resurrection 

was effected by his own Divine power. He had 

power to lay down his life, and he had power to take* 
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it up again. He was the power of God, and em¬ 

phatically the life of the world. His resurrection 

body, was identically the same that suffered. Hence 

he was at once recognised by his disciples. Hence 

too, he exhibited his sacred scars; his pierced 

hands and feet. His body however, was distin¬ 

guished for its peculiar properties and glory. He 

could render himself visible or invisible. He could 

present himself in the midst of his disciples, when 

the doors were all closed. Doubtless it was what 

the Apostle means, when he speaks of ((a glorious 

spiritual body.” When Jesus arose, he arose to die 

no more. Now he exclaims in triumph, “ I am he 

that liveth, and was dead, and behold I am alive 

for evermore.” The Sun of heaven set in blood 

on Calvary’s elevated mount, but arose the third 

day, in celestial splendour, to set no more for 

ever. Christ arose from the dead with unabated 

affection for a guilty and perishing world. All the 

calumnies which his enemies heaped upon him, all 

the insults he had borne, and all the sufferings he 

had endured, had not impaired his affection for 

the souls of men. He died, praying for his ene¬ 

mies, and arose, that repentance and remission 

of sins might be preached to all nations, begin¬ 

ning at Jerusalem. The importance of Christ’s 

resurrection we must defer to our next exercise. 
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May 4. 

CHRIST’S RESURRECTION. 

Part IV.—Luke xxiv. 5—6 

The resurrection of Jesus is a doctrine of pri¬ 

mary importance. It behoved Christ to rise from 

the dead, and if he be not risen, then both 

preaching and hearing the Gospel are alike in 

vain. Blessed be God, the evidence of Christ’s 

resurrection is abundantly satisfactory. Christ is 

risen indeed. We may therefore contemplate, 

with delight, the great ends which that resur¬ 

rection accomplished. By rising from the dead, 

Jesus has fully proved the divinity of his person 

and mission. God would never have raised up an 

impostor from the dead—He never would have set 

his broad supernatural seal on the pretensions of 

a deceiver. God has therefore confirmed all the 

claims of Jesus, as the Messiah and the divine 

Son of God. By Christ’s resurrection, solid ground 

of hope is laid for the believing sinner. Jesus, as 

the surety, engaged to pay all demands against the 

sinner. Now God releases him from the prison of 

the tomb, and thus the satisfaction of the work of 

Christ is attested. Now the sinner has good ground 

of hope, not only from Christ’s death, but also rom 

his resurrection from the dead. Besides, a dead 

Saviour could not possibly quicken and save a dead 

sinner. It is therefore indispensable that he must 
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be raised from the dead, who is to be the resur- 

recti on and life of others. By Christ’s resurrection 

our minds are naturally directed to the resurrec¬ 

tion of all his people. Christ always acted in a 

public capacity. He was not incarnate for himself 

but for sinners — he lived and died for sinners. 

His resurrection was for the benefit of sinners. 
t 

But it was also, a sign and pledge of the resurrec¬ 

tion of all his saints. He is the first-fruits, and 

afterwards there shall be the ingathering of the 

mighty harvest at his coming. He was raised as 

the Head; all the members of his body shall be 

raised to live with him, that wdiere he is, there they 

may be also. Yes, Jesus will assuredly raise all 

who believe in him in the great day. And he 

will raise them in his own form and likeness, that 

there may be a glorious conformity, between him^ 

self and his saints for ever. 

— 

Hfl&i ^.s * 

Ivlay 5. 
CHRIST’S RESURRECTION. 

Part Y.—Luke xxiv. 5, 6. 

The resurrection of Christ was not onlv neces- 
•i 

sary, as a proof of his divinity, as a foundation of 

believing hope, and as a pledge of our resurrection; 

but also it was necessary on his own account. It 

was necessarv, 1 st, that he might complete his me* i 
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diatorial work. It behoved him to enter into the 
holiest place of all, that the mercy-seat might be 
sprinkled with his precious blood; and that thus, 
as our great High Priest, he might appear in the 
presence of God for us. This work also, involved 
his intercessions for his people, at the right hand of 
the majesty on high, as well also, that he might be 
the way of access to God, and the channel of all 
communications from God to us, and especially that 
he might send down the Holy Spirit. Then as the 
King of Zion, he had to defend his church, enlarge 
his kingdom, and extend his reign, until all his 
enemies should be made his footstool. It was 
necessary that Jesus should rise from the dead, that 
he might he rewarded for his toils and sufferings. 
He endured the cross and despised the shame, for 
the joy that was set before him. God had covenanted 

with him, that he should “ see his seed prolong his 
days, and that the pleasure of the Lord, should 
prosper in his hand.” In virtue of that covenant, 
God did raise his son, and exalted him above all 
principalities and powers, and gave him a name 
above every name, and said, “rule thou in the midst 
of thine enemies; ” “ Thy throne O God, is for ever 
and ever, a sceptre of righteousness, is the sceptre 
of thy kingdom; thou hast loved righteousness and 
hated iniquity, therefore God, even thy God, hath 
anointed thee with the oil of gladness, above thy 
fellows. (Heb. i. 8—9.) 

> 

p 



212 GOLDEN POT OF MANNA, 

May 6. 

CHRIST’S RESURRECTION. 

Part VI.—Luke xxiv. 5, 6. 

How glorious is the contrast, between a suffering 

and a risen Saviour. The man of sorrows, is now 

the prince of life, the Lord of glory, and appears on 

his throne, as heir of all things, and has written on 

his vesture and on his thigh, Lord of Lords, and 

King of Kings. We cannot meditate on his resur¬ 

rection, without deriving the greatest possible con¬ 

solation. Assured of this, we have an immoveable 

ground of hope and joy. Assured of this, we can 

approach God with humble yet unshaken confidence, 

as well satisfied in the work of his son. Assured of 

this, we rejoice in the presence of Christ in heaven, 

who is preparing mansions there, to which he will 

receive all his people. Assured of this we already 

overcome the fears of death, and exclaim, “ O 

death, where is thy sting, O grave, where is thy 

victory; thanks be to God who giveth us the victory, 

through our Lord Jesus Christ.” Assured of this, 

we know that as we now live to him and by him, 

that we shall finally live with him, and be where 

he is, to behold his glory, yea to participate with 

him of that glory, which he had with the Father, 

before the world was. Yes, in Christ’s resurrection, 

we triumph over sin, by its justifying power; and 
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over Satan, and over death, by the gracious energy, 

and almighty influence which it imparts. 

“ All bail, triumphant Lord, 
Who sav’st us with thy blood! 
Wide be thy name ador’d. 
Thou rising, reigning God! 
With thee we rise. 
With thee we reign, 
And empires gain. 
Beyond the skies.” 

May 7. 

CHRIST’S WOUNDED HANDS AND 

SIDE. 

Reach hither thy fingers, and behold my hands, and reach 

hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side, and be not 

faithless, but believing.—John xx. 27. 

After Christ’s resurrection, he manifested him¬ 

self to the women and to the disciples on several 

occasions, Thomas however, had been absent, and 

he refused to credit the statement of those who 

had seen the Saviour, and declared, that in no wise 

would he be convinced, unless he put his finger 

into the print of the nails, and thrust his hand into 

his side. After eight days, that is, on the succeeding 

first day of the week, the disciples were again 

assembled, and Thomas was among them, when 
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Jesus stood in the midst of them, and having said, 

66 Peace be unto you,” he turned to Thomas, and 

said, “ Reach hither thy finger and behold my 

hands, and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into 

my side, and be not faithless, but believing.” In 

Christ’s wounded hands and side, we are clearly 

taught the reality and identity of Christ’s resur¬ 

rection. The Saviour retained the striking marks 

of ignominy and suffering, which he had received 

on Calvary. Here were the very prints of the 

nails still open and unhealed. Here was the pas¬ 

sage in his side, which had been formed by the 

soldier’s spear. Hence it is obvious, that it was the 

identical body, which had expired upon the cross. 

In Christ’s exhibiting himself to Thomas, we per¬ 

ceive too, that the Messiah is not ashamed of his 

wounds. These are indeed, Immanuel’s scars of 

honor. And the glories obtained by these, shall 

fill heaven with renown, and eternity with his praise. 

Myriads of lofty spirits now gaze with ineffable de¬ 

light upon Messiah’s form, as he appears on the 

throne, “ As the Lamb slain from the foundation 

of the world.” And myriads more shall join in the 

heavenly song, Unto him who hath loved us, and 

washed us from our sins in his own blood, and hath 

made us kings and priests unto God, be glory and 

dominion for ever. 
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May 8. 

CHRIST’S WOUNDED HANDS AND 

SIDE. 

Part II.—John xx. 27. 

What love and condescension did Jesus display- 

in exhibiting his hands and side to Thomas. He 

might have allowed him to have remained the sub¬ 

ject of infatuation and unbelief. But he pitied his 

infirmity, thus shewing the greatness of his love and 

compassion towards him. While we wonder, on 

the one hand, at the unbelieving obstinacy of 

Thomas; and on the other, at the amazing love 

and condescension of Jesus; we may profitably 

apply the subject to our own experience and cir¬ 

cumstances. Have we not displayed equal unbe¬ 

lief? Christ has been evidently set before us as 

the crucified Saviour of the world. His love has 

been published to us in his blessed gospel. We 

have had the influences of his Holy Spirit, and all 

the completed evidences of his Messiahship and 

Godhead: and yet how often have we been faith¬ 

less and unbelieving; and how unreasonable, how 

ungrateful, how ruinous is unbelief. It effectually 

closes the mind against all light, and steels the 

heart, and renders it incapable of any holy feeling 

or emotion. We wonder at the condescending love 

of Jesus to Thomas. — Have we not been equally 

favoured? We cannot read his word, or hear his 
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gospel, without beholding his sacred wounds — a 

suffering Saviour—a Redeemer who has ransomed 

us by his precious blood — who was wounded for 

our transgressions, and bruised for our iniquities, by 

whose stripes we are healed, is the sum and sub¬ 

stance of the gospel. To reject the gos-pel is to 

refuse to see Christ’s hands and side; and there¬ 

fore involves an amount of unbelief, which Thomas 

was in no wise guilty of. When he saw, he was 

convinced. He at once embraced the Saviour, 

and adored him as his Lord and God. Happy all 

who in this manner receive the Saviour, and by 

believing in him have everlasting life. Let the 

penitent enquirer, when approaching the mercy- 

seat, be encouraged, by remembering that Christ 

is before that seat, exhibiting his hands and side, as 

the ground of the poor trembling sinner’s hope. 

Let the believer, too, in all his sorrows and suffer¬ 

ings, never forget how Christ has sanctified the 

keenest pains of human nature, and that he knows 

how to succour and support his afflicted people. 

May 9. 

CHRIST’S QUESTION TO PETER. 

Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me ? — John xxi. 17. 

Peter, it will be remembered, had denied his 

Saviour; and, although Christ had been seen of 
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him after his resurrection, yet we do not read 

of any direct and intimate intercourse until Christ 

proposed to him this striking and affecting ques¬ 

tion. It is not likely that Peter had forgotteu 

his own frailty and sin in denying his Lord. He 

still must have felt how cowardly, how ungrate¬ 

fully, and how unworthily, he had acted on that 

occasion — how must he have been affected, then, 

when this question was proposed ! Would he not 

conclude that his sincerity was still doubted ? — 

and how painful to be the object of suspicion, 

and especially from those we highly esteem and 

love, and whose confidence we are anxious to 

secure. But the question 'was designed to give 

Peter an opportunity of again expressing his attach¬ 

ment to the Saviour. Before he could consistently 

go and invite others to love Christ, it must be a 

matter of absolute certainty that he both loved, 

and was loved of Jesus. Then the question was 

calculated to try his humility. Peter had failed 

through self-confidence—he averred his resolution 

to follow Christ though all men forsook him. He 

evidently thought too highly of himself, and being 

thus lifted up, he fell into the condemnation of 

the devil. Jesus therefore said unto him, “Lovest 

thou me more than these?” They had, indeed, all 

forsaken him, but Peter alone had denied him. 

The question however elicited a satisfactory reply 

Peter could appeal to the omniscience of the 

Redeemer, and say, “ Lord, thou knowest all 
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things; thou knowest that I love thee.” He spake 

not for others; whatever the rest did, he knew one 

thing — that his heart’s affections were sincerely 

fixed on Jesus. Do we thus love Christ ? Does 

he reign on the throne of our affections? Can 

we appeal to the Searcher of hearts on this sub 

ject ? For if any man love not the Lord Jesus, he 

will be Anathema Maranatha, i. e. accursed when 

Christ shall come. 

May 10. 

ASCENSION OF CHRIST. 

While they beheld he was taken up, and a cloud received 

him out of their sight.—Acts i. 9. 

Jesus had now fulfilled all his engagements 

upon earth—-he had lived and died for the sal¬ 

vation of the world — he had given demonstrative 

evidence of his resurrection from the dead — he 

had taught his disciples fully, and commissioned 

them to preach his gospel to every creature—he had 

pledged his presence with each and with all of them, 

even to the end of the world—and now the period 

of his return to his kingdom and glory had arrived; 

therefore he led his disciples out as far as Bethany, 

and there, while in the act of blessing them, he 

was received out of their sight. Let us notice 

some of the particulars connected with this illus¬ 

trious event. The time of Christ’s ascension was 
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forty days and forty nights after his resurrection-*— 

thus giving ample space and opportunity for his 

enemies to disprove the fact of his resurrection. 

And thus giving to his own disciples abundant 

means of being thoroughly satisfied themselves in 

reference to that great truth on which the whole 

structure of Christianity was to rest. Then notice 

the precise place of his ascension — the Mount of 

Olives — a place which he had often consecrated 

with his devotions — the place where his deep and 

mysterious sufferings commenced. It is remark¬ 

able how Jesus made choice of mountains as the 
scenes of most of the important events of his 

wonderful life. On one of these he delivered 

his celebrated sermon, which contains the entire 

code of the laws of Christianity. Another was 

the scene of his transfiguration. A third, even 

the memorable Calvary, was the place of his cruci¬ 

fixion And now he stood on Olivet’s elevated 

summit, and from thence ascended into heaven. 

May 11. 

CHRIST’S ASCENSION. 

Part II.—Acts i. 9. 

Having noticed the time and place of Christ’s 

ascension, let us now consider the Redeemer’s 

engagements, at the time of his ascension. He led 

his disciples out to Bethany, and then ascended 
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with them to the Mount of Olives : and having re¬ 

newed the promise of the outpouring of the Holy 

Ghost, he stretched out his hands and blessed them, 

and was then received ont of their sight. It was 

the great object of Christ’s undertaking, to bless 

the world. His ministry was emphatically a mi¬ 

nistry of blessing. The law was given by Moses, 

but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. When 

he opened his mouth, it was invariably in blessing. 

And his whole active work and ministry consisted 

in going from place to place, to diffuse abroad the 

unsearchable riches of his grace. When he was 

maligned and reproached, in return, he blessed his 

enemies. And when fidelity to the souls of the 

hypocritical scribes and pharisees, compelled him 

to denounce their doom, and Jerusalem’s ruin, it 

was with bitterest regret, and with tears that he said, 

(C O that thou hadst known, in this thy day, the 

things which belong unto thy peace; but now they 

are hidden from thine eyes.” When he died, he em¬ 

ployed his dying breath on behalf of his murderers. 

When he arose, it was with blessings in his heart 

and mouth towards his disciples. And now his earthly 

career and work are finished, by Christ spreading 

abroad his arms of unbounded beneficence and love, 

and blessing his disciples. No greater proof could 

be given that his pity and compassion for our race 

were as deep and extensive as ever. Then notice 

the manner of his ascension. It was local and 

visible. The eyes of the disciples were fixed upon 
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him. They beheld him raised up from their midst, 

until, encircled with the glorious cloud, he passed 

out of their sight. When God descended on Sinai, 

a cloud covered the mountain’s top. When he 

went, as the guard and guide of Israel’s hosts in 

the desert, a cloud was the symbol of his presence. 

When he consecrated the temple with his presence, 

it is said that “a cloud filled the house of the Lord.” 

When Jesus was transfigured on Tabor, the whole 

mountain was covered with the cloud of the divine 

glory. And when the great day of the Lord shall 

arrive, he shall descend from heaven with clouds. 

It is indeed true of Jehovah Jesus, that “He 

rnaketh the clouds his chariot, and walketh on the 

wings of the wind.” 

May 12. 

CHRIST’S ASCENSION. 

Part III.—Acts i. 9. 

Doubtless the ascension of Christ was connected 

with the Ministry of Angels. They had been em¬ 

ployed to announce his conception, to hail his birth, 

to console him in the wilderness, and to rejoice and 

publish his resurrection. It is not possible, then, 

that they could be unconcerned about his ascension 

into his glory. The disciples beheld the cloud; 

but, in connection with that cloud, who can tell 
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how many of the celestial hosts were employed to 

minister to the Lord of life and glory ! The chariots 

of God are twenty thousands, even thousands of 

angels: the Lord is among them, as in Sinai, in 

the holy place. Thou hast ascended on high; 

thou hast led captivity captive ; thou hast received 

gifts for men, yea for the rebellious also, that the 

Lord God might dwell among them.” (Ps. lxviii. 

17, 18.) The above splendid quotation was evi¬ 

dently designed as a prophetical description of the 

Messiah’s ascension. Hence the poet has beauti¬ 

fully said— 

“ Cherubic legions guard him home, 

And shout him welcome to the skies.” 

The place to which Christ ascended was the heaven 

of heavens. The angels who addressed the asto¬ 

nished disciples, said that he was ascended into 

heaven. Christ said, “ I ascend to my Father, and 

to your Father, to my God and to your God.” 

God’s throne is in the highest heavens, and to that 

hath the Father exalted him, above all principality 

and power, even to his own right hand, and hath 

said, “ Sit thou on my right hand, until I make thy 

foes thy footstool.” (Heb. i. 16.) When the mar¬ 

tyr Stephen was expiring, he said, “ Behold, I see 

the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing 

•on the right hand of God.” (Acts viii. 59.) And 

when John had a vision of the Lamb slain, “ a door 

was opened in heaven,” and he beheld him seated on 
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a throne, “and there was a rainbow round about 

him, in sight like unto an emerald.” (Rev. iv. 1—4.) 

May 13. 

ASCENSION OF CHRIST. 

Part IV.—Jets i. 9. 

The ascension of Jesus had been predicted in 

many of the Psalms of David, and by Daniel, as 

well also, by the Redeemer himself. Having seen 

the glorious event realised, let us now consider the 

great end and design of that ascension. Je¬ 

sus ascended that he might carry on his mediatorial 

work in heaven. He had finished all his engage¬ 

ments on earth, but now he had to appear in the 

holiest place, and sprinkle the throne of the eternal 

with his sacrificial blood, that it might be the sin¬ 

ners true mercy-seat, unto which we might appear 

with boldness of access, and obtain pardon and 

acceptance with God. Before that throne too, 

Jesus ever stands as the intercessor of his church, 

and the perpetual advocate of his people. Jesus 

ascended as the Triumphant Conqueror over all his 

enemies. He had been engaged in severe combat 

with the combined powers of earth and hell. Earth he 

had redeemed by his precious blood, and death and 

hell he had overcome bv his glorious resurrection* 
w O 

Now therefore as the Bozrah conqueror, travelling 
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in the greatness of his strength, and mighty to save, 

he returns to his native kingdom and glory. He 

ascended that he might send down the Holy Ghost, 

and to communicate all the blessings of his grace. 

Hence his ascension has caused the heavens to 

drop as with fatness, and earth has received in co¬ 

pious showers the effusions of his love and grace. 

Him hath God highly exalted, to be a Prince and 

a Saviour to give repentance unto Israel and the 

remission of sins. He ascended that he might ex¬ 

ercise his rightful dominion over all worlds. Now he 

must reign until he hath put all enemies under his 

feet. As king of Zion, he rules in his church, and 

will do so until all his foes are confounded, and the 

earth resound with the music of his name, from the 

rising to the setting of the sun. Finally, Christ 

hath ascended, that he might receive the spirits of his 

peopleunto himself. He gives an abundant admission 

to his people into heaven, and places upon the heads 

of his saints, the crown of glory that fadeth not away. 

Let us never forget the exalted Saviour, — let our 

affections constantly ascend to him,—let us treadin 

his footsteps, that we may be sharers of his glory. 

And when we die, that we may believingly be 

enabled to commend our souls into his hands - - 

and say, “ Lord Jesus receive our spirits.” 
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May 14. 

CHRIST OUR HELPER. 

The Lord is my Helper.—ITeh. xiii. 6. 

Under all circumstances man is the creature 

of weakness and dependence: he is not sufficient 

for one moment’s existence, much less felicity. 

Many foolishly, however, lean upon themselves, 

and are constantly reaping vanity and sorrow. 

Others lean upon their fellow-men; they trust in 

man, whose breath is in his nostrils, and hence 

they are the constant victims of anguish and dis¬ 

appointment. The Christian feels and rejoices 

in the sentiment, “ The Lord is my Helper.” 

Yes, Jehovah laid the redemption of the world 

upon him, because he is mighty — the whole 

structure of the church rests on him as its immove¬ 

able basis and centre — all the believer’s hopes, 

and blessings, and joys, are in him. When the 

cry of the perishing sinner reacheth his ears, his 

hand is immediately stretched out to help: when 

starving souls draw near to him, he helpeth them 

to the stores of his mercy and the abundance of 

his grace — when enemies assail his heaven-born 

sons, then they cry, and the Lord becometh their 

help and their shield. In affliction he helpeth 

them by his kindly sympathies; 

“ He knows what human sorrows mean. 

For he hath felt the same.” 



226 GOLDEN POT OF MANNA, 

He helpeth his people, too, in all the common 

and ordinary affairs of life. In duties he helpeth 

them, by imparting strength, and power sniff. - 

cient for their right discharge. It is to the gra¬ 

cious help of Jesus that the believer constantly 

looks, and on which he always depends. How de¬ 

sirable that we should always feel the appropriate 

lines of the poet:— 

“ Other refuge have I none. 

Hangs my helpless soul on thee. 

Leave, O leave me not alone, 

Still support and comfort me : 

All my trust on thee is stay’d. 

All my help from thee I bring. 

Cover my defenceless head 

With the shadow of thy wing.” 

May 15, 

CHRIST OUR HELPER. 

Part II.—Heb. xiii. 6. 

Jesus, as the helper of his people, possesses all 

those qualifications which render his help desirable 

and important. The help which he affords is 

always efficient. It never falls below the exigen¬ 

cies and demands of his people. No case too needy, 

too intricate, or too apparently hopeless. All means 

and resources are his. His wisdom can never be 

baffled. His powerful arm can never be wearied. 
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His abundance can never be exhausted. The help 

he affords, is always timely and seasonable. He is 

ever nigh at hand, and never afar off; so that in 

all places and circumstances, he is ready to bless 

and save his people. His omnipresence qualifies 

him to meet the necessities of all his widely scat¬ 

tered flock. And he is to each and to all of them, 

44 a very present help in trouble.” He said to the 

apostles who were going into every country beneath 

heaven, 44 Lo I am with you alway even unto the 

end of the world.” (Matt, xxviii. 20.) Finally we 

observe, that Jesus is an unchanging and everlasting 

help. In every age of the world, he has been the 

unfailing and unchanging help of his people. The 

prophets and fathers trusted in him, and never were 

confounded. Thousands now have committed their 

all into his care, and are persuaded that he will 

keep that which they have committed to him, till 

that day. And we may ever rest assured, that 

though the earth be shaken, and the mountains 

removed, yet the Lord, the Saviour, will remain 

the impregnable defence, and helper of his people. 

Blessed is the man who trusteth in him. Let this 

help be sought by constant prayer. As our help, 

may Jesus ever receive our unwavering confidence, 

our constant hope, and our grateful affection on 

earth, and be the theme of our song in the court! 

of the redeemed for ever. 

Q 
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May 16. 

CHRIST A PROPHET. 

That Prophet.—Acts iii, 21. 

Peter is now concluding his address to the peo¬ 

ple, who were collected by the miracle he had 

wrought upon the lame man. In doing this, he 

exhibits Jesus unto them, as the person to whom 

Moses referred, when he said, 66 A prophet shall the 

Lord your God raise up unto you of your brethren, 

like unto me, him shall ye hear in all things, 

whatsoever he shall say unto you.” As a prophet, 

Jesus therefore appeared in our world, and as such, 

he is to be believingly and affectionately regarded 

by his church and people. As a prophet, Jesus 

was richly qualified for his office, by the possession 

of the infinite stores of riches and wisdom. In 

Jesus all fulness dwelt, so that before his wise and 

omniscient eyes, all things were lucid and plain. 

He knew every thing from the beginning, and 

needed not that any man should teach him. As a 

prophet, Jesus possessed the entire and unbroken 

influences of the Holy Ghost. To other prophets, 

the Spirit was given by measure; to Jesus, the 

whole was given. The Spirit of God descended 

as a dove, and lighted upon him, so that he became 

the consecrated shrine of the Holy Ghost. As a 

prophet, Jesus ever possessed the Spirit of prophecy. 

It did not come upon him at specific seasons, or on 
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particular occasions, or for extraordinary purposes, 

but as the Spirit continually dwelt in him, he was 

qualified at all times, for the exhibition of his office, 

and the execution of his duty. As a prophet, Jesus 

has no successor. God, who in former times had 

spoken to the world by prophets, has now spoken to 

us by his son, and this is the last and most lumi¬ 

nous economy, with which the world shall ever be 

favored. The canon of scripture is now completed, 

the revelation of the mind of God, is now perfect, 

we now enjoy meridian light, noon day splendour, 

and whosoever will not hearken to Jesus, as the 

great prophet of God, shall be destroyed with ever¬ 

lasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, 

and from the glory of his power. 

May 17. 

CHRIST A PROPHET. 

Part II.—Acts iii. 23. 

In wha way did Jesus execute the ^prophetical 

office? I. — He made known the mind of God to 

the people; he declared the whole will of God 

to men. Hence he instructed us as to the evil of 

fin, as to its dreadful effects, and as to man’s total 

nability to cleanse his own heart, and to save his 

own soul. He instructed us as to the necessity of 

repentance, and the importance of regeneration 
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He also shewed us the only way of reconciliation 

and acceptance with the Father, and gave the most 

solid assurance that whosoever came to God by him, 

should in nowise be cast out. He also insisted upon 

his disciples cultivating holiness of heart and life, 

and was himself the great model as well as the 

great teacher of purity and truth. He taught also 

the doctrine of the soul’s immortality, promised 

eternal life to his saints, and also made known the 

blessed certainty of a glorious resurrection. He 

hath left us a complete system of divinity; a per¬ 

fect code of laws; and a clear chart of the way 

to everlasting blessedness. Now all who desire 

peace and purity on earth, and felicity in the eternal 

world, are directed by the Father of spirits, and 

the benign parent of the human race, 44 to hear 

him.” As a prophet Jesus also 'predicted future 

events. He revealed several events, which related 

to himself. He told his disciples how that he 

should 44 suffer many things of the elders, chief 

priests, and scribes, and be killed, and be raised 

the third day.” (Matt. xvi. 21.) He also predicted 

how Judas• would betray him, — how Peter would 

deny him, and how all would forsake him and flee. 

He foretold with particular precision, the destruction 

of Jerusalem, and the calamities of those days. 

He also predicted his own ascension, the outpouring 

of the Spirit at the day of pentecost, and the great 

increase in the church which should immediately 

follow. These predictions were fulfilled to the very 
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letter. Of those predictions which remain to be 

fulfilled, we may mention his own second advent, 

the resurrection of the dead, and the judgment of 

the world at the last day. It is our duty to reve¬ 

rence, and humbly sit at the feet of Jesus, that 

we may be instructed in all things which relate to 

the present and everlasting welfare of our souls. 

Happy for a guilty world, that his revelations are 

full of mercy and grace, and therefore that it is 

our highest interest to hear and to obey him. 

May 18. 

CHRIST A PROPHET. 

Part III.—Acts iii. 23. 

Jesus, although he is removed from our world, 

and is exalted far above all principalities and powers, 

still discharges his prophetical office. Pie ever lives 

the great and mighty prophet of his church. In 

effecting his prophetical work, he employs the 

ministry of his servants, and the influences of his 

Spirit. By the ambassadors of bis word, the truths 

of the gospel are conveyed to men, in the name of 

the Lord Jesus Christ. He, as the head of the 

church, and King of Zion, appoints and calls those 

forth, who are to be the preachers of his gospel, 

and the expounders of his word. For this solemn 

and highly responsible work, he alcne qualifies them 
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and sends them into their appointed spheres of 

labour. He furnishes them with the truths they 

shall declare, the only doctrines they shall preach. 

And thus by this divinely appointed instrumentality, 

does Jesus still abide in the discharge of his pro¬ 

phetical office. To render this instrumentality 

effective, he also employs the influences of his Spirit. 

By this holy agent, the word is made quick and 

powerful. By this, it becomes a polished two-edged 

sword. A mighty hammer breaking the rocky 

heart. A consuming fire, burning up the stubble 

of sin. While Jesus by his ministers, conveys the 

letter of the word to the ear, by his Spirit, he con¬ 

veys the life of the word to the heart: thus making 

the gospel, “ the power of God unto salvation, to 

every one that believeth.” In this way, the heart 

is disposed, either being gently opened, as was 

Lydia’s, or suddenly broken, as in the case of the 

three thousand Jerusalem sinners. By this same 

holy agency, does he lead his people into all truth, 

and teach them all things. In this way, does he 

fill them with all wisdom, and perfect them in all 

the knowledge of his will. Yes, Jesus still abides 

the prophet of his church. Let us imitate the happy 

and deeply interested Mary, who sat at his feet, 

hearing all his words. Thus shall we possess the 

one thing needful, the good part that shall never be 

taken from us. 
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May 19. 

CHRIST THE TRUE TABERNACLE, 

The True Tabernacle.—Heb. viii. 2. 

The ancient tabernacle was appointed by God, 

and all things connected with it were made accor¬ 

ding to the pattern God gave unto Moses in the 

holy mount. It was not only intended as an erec¬ 

tion for the celebration of worship and sacrifice; 

but it was, like every other part of that dispensa¬ 

tion, typical of the person and work of Christ. 

The apostle, in his discourse on the ancient institu¬ 

tions, in this epistle, shews that all those things 

were shadows of good things to come. As such, 

Christ is the substance of those observances; and 

“ the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and 

not man.” The resemblance between the taber¬ 

nacle and Jesus will be evident, if we consider that 

the tabernacle was a divine erection. God planned 

it. It was formed by his express command and 

authority. Jesus was God’s gift to the world. He 

sent him forth. He, by the mysterious operations 

of the Holy Ghost, prepared him a body. And 

thus he was truly and essentially the Son of God. 

In his divinity, he was with God coequal; but in 

his humanity he was subordinate, and was in a 

tabernacle prepared and created of God. The 

tabernacle was the residence of deity. There was 

the cloud of his presence, the symbol of his glory. 
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So in Jesus God essentially dwells. In him was all 

the fulness of the godhead bodily. The eternal 

Logos was made flesh, and dwelt, literally taber¬ 

nacled amongst us; and we beheld his glory, as of 

the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and 

truth. (John i. 14.) Never did God give so strik¬ 

ing a manifestation of his power and godhead, as 

in the person of Christ. Phillip said, “ Shew us 

the Father, and it sufficeth us.” Jesus replied, 

“ He that hath seen me hath seen the Father.” 

The tabernacle was the place of communion be¬ 

tween God and man. So is Jesus Christ. God 

has never held communion with sinful man, through 

any other medium. He speaks to us through his 

Son. He is reconciled to us through his Son. 

We are accepted in his Son. And no sinner can 

come to God, or enjoy God, but through the one 

Mediator between God and man, the man Christ 

Jesus. 

May 20. . 

CHRIST THE TRUE TABERNACLE. 

Part II.—Hcb, viii. 2. 

We have directed you to three general points of 

resemblance between the tabernacle and Jesus. 

But Christ is denominated the true tabernacle. 

That of old was the mere shadow, or figure, or 
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type. Christ is substantially what the tabernacle 

was only symbolically. The ancient tabernacle was 

only temporary, formed of perishing materials, and 

is passed away; Christ, the true tabernacle, is im¬ 

mortal, unchangeable, and will abide for ever. 

The glory displayed in the old tabernacle was 

limited and imperfect. — In Christ, all the glory of 

God was exhibited; in him we behold deity full 

orbed, in all his uncreated and infinite noon-day 

splendour. The first tabernacle was for one na¬ 

tion and people. — The second for all nations and 

kindreds, and people, and tongues. “ For this we 

know and testify that the Father sent the Son to be 

the Saviour of the world.” “ And he is the propi¬ 

tiation not only for our sins, but also for the sins of 

the whole world.” In the first tabernacle were 

offered animal sacrifices, and all things were conse¬ 

crated by their blood.—The second has been sanc¬ 

tified by the infinitely precious blood of Christ 

himself, as of a Lamb without blemish and without 

spot. The services of the first tabernacle were 

ceremonious, expensive, and burdensome. — The 

services of the second, spiritual, gratuitous, and 

light. Let us then draw near to the true propitia¬ 

tory, the real mercy-seat, that we may obtain 

mercy and find grace to help in every time of need. 

In Jesus we have pardon, acceptance, sanctification, 

communion with the Father, and eternal life. 
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May 21. 

CHRIST THE FOUNDATION. 

Other foundation can no man lay, than that is laid, which 

is Jesus Christ.—1 Cor. iii. 11. 

The Apostle speaking of the believer, likens him 
“to a house, and as an habitation of God through 
the Spirit.’> He is also likened to a temple, “ know 
ye not that ye are the temple of God.” Now these 
metaphorical statements, shew the connection and 
propriety, of Christ being set forth as a foundation. 
Let us then first ascertain, of what, Christ is the 

foundation. Now Christ is the foundation of the 
sinner’s acceptance with God. God cannot be mer¬ 
ciful to man, consistently with the demands of his 
holiness, justice, and truth, except in and through 
Jesus Christ. Christ’s holiness, obedience, and 
merits, are the only grounds on which God is pro¬ 
pitious to the sinner : so that Jesus is the only foun¬ 
dation of pardoning mercy, and justifying grace. 
Christ is the foundation of the believer’s peace. 

Hence he is called, “Our peace.” (Eph. ii. 14.) 
Jesus came and preached peace. When he arose 
from the dead, he imparted peace to his disciples. 
“ And being justified by faith, we have peace with 
God, through our Lord Jesus Christ.” He is the 

foundation of all sorts of peace. By him, angels 
are at peace with us. God is at peace with us. And 
we have peace with conscience, the peace of God 
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within us, which passeth all understanding. Christ 

is the foundation of hope. We are begotten again 

to a lively hope, by the resurrection of-Christ from 

the dead. Christ’s blessed gospel has brought life 

and immortality to light. Christ’s merits have laid 

a solid and honorable basis for their bestowment. 

And his great and precious promises respecting 

them, give the believer a hope unspeakably bright, 

and full of glory. Christ is the foundation of eternal 

life. He died, rose again, and ascended into heaven, 

that we might obtain eternal life. He gives unto 

his sheep eternal life. We have eternal life in his 

name. <c And this is the record that God hath 

given unto us eternal life, and this life is in his son.” 

May 22. 

CHRIST THE FOUNDATION. 

Part II.—1 Cor. iii. 11. 

We have seen that Christ is the foundation of the 

believer’s acceptance, peace, hope and eternal salva¬ 

tion. He is also the foundation of his collective 

and universal Church. The Church is likened to 

a temple and to a city, of which Jesus is the glo¬ 

rious basis. He is the rock on which his Church 

is built, and against which, the gates of hell shall 

never prevail. Holy men and prophets, and apos¬ 

tles are all stones in this superstructure, but Christ 
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alone is laid, as the foundation, who bears all its massy 

weight, on which it entirely rests. And whether we 

consider the church, in its militant state on earth, 

or in its glorified and triumphant state in heaven, 

Christ is the basis of the whole. Each and all of 

God’s spiritual family, from the new-born babe on 

earth, to the most exalted beatific spirit in glory, 

rest wholly upon Christ as the foundation. And 

what where the distinguishing characters of 

this foundation ? Christ is God’s elect and precious 

foundation,—he is the selected and chosen of God; 

and he is essentially and infinitely precious,—he is 

a strong foundation. Omnipotence is one of his 

attributes. He is the Almighty: both the wisdom 

and power of God. So strong that it is probable 

that myriads of worlds are upheld by him. He 

is a suitable foundation. In him God is glorified, 

and the sinner honorably saved. He is high enough 

to shed eternal lustre on all the perfections of the 

Deity, and low enough to meet the sinner’s state, 

and amply to supply all his exigencies. He is a 

universal foundation. Hence a guilty world is to be 

directed to him, and every creature invited to 

build upon him. He is a perpetual foundation. In 

all ages, believers have rested upon him. Our 

parents were directed to him in the first promise; 

Abel built upon it, and died a martyr for his faith 

in him. Abraham built upon him, and seeing his 

day, though afar off, rejoiced and was glad. Pro¬ 

phets and all the holy men of old rested their hopes 
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on him, who in the fulness of the times should come, 

who is the Christ of God, blessed for evermore. 

And through all the ages which have passed since 

his actual appearance to the present, and through 

all the periods which shall elapse, from now, to the 

grand and final consummation, he is, and shall be, 

the one great, and only foundation. 

May 20. 

CHRIST THE FOUNDATION. 

Part III.— 1 Cor. iii. 2. 

As a foundation Christ comes to us, as having 

been tried, and as having been always sufficient. 

How many have built upon mere doctrines and senti¬ 

ments, upon creeds and systems, but in the day of 

distress when they wanted comfort, their foundation 

being only nominal, merely theoretical, they have 

been left in wretchedness and despondency. How 

many have built on the abstract mercy of God, but 

■when their foundation was tested, they have found 

out that Jehovah is just, as well as merciful, and 

he will by no means clear the guilty. How many 

have built upon their own ivorks, upon their self - 

righteousness, and have only been awakened time 

enough to discover, that all their goodness is as 

filthy rags. But all who have tried Jesus, have 

found him a sufficient foundation. And how ex- 
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tensively has he been tried. In all ages thousands 
have rested all their hopes upon him. He has 
been tried by all classes and grades of men. By 
the rich, and by the poor; by the learned, and by 
the illiterate; by the savage, and by the refined; 
by the moralist, and by the profligate; and they 
have all realised in him, an all sufficient foundation. 
He has proved all sufficient, for all times and 
places, and occurrences,—he has been tried in pros¬ 
perity, and in adversity, — he has been tried in 
youth, and in old age,—he has been tried in health, 
and in sickness, — he has been tried in life, and in 
death. And in all diversities of state, thev who have 

trusted in him have never been confounded. His 
sufficiency has been tested, under reproach, perse¬ 
cution, distress, at the stake, and at the block, and 
so strong has it been, that pain has been found as 
ease, and death in its most terriffic forms embraced, 
in hope of a better resurrection. Let the Christian 
abide on this foundation; be not moved from the 
hope of the gospel. The sinner’s peace, happiness, 
and eternal well-being depends upon the accept¬ 
ance, or rejection of this foundation. 

May 24. 

KINGSHIP OF JESUS. 

There is another King, one Jesus.—Acts xvii. 7. 

The Kingship of Jesus was both extensively typ¬ 

ified and predicted in the old testament scriptures. 
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Melchisedec was an eminent type of Jesus, combi¬ 

ning in himself both the office of priest and king. 

David and Solomon too were both types of the roy¬ 

alty of Jesus. The prophets also predicted of him 

as the “ King of Glory” (Ps. xxiv. 8.) “King of 

Zion.” (Jer. viii. 19.) “A mighty King.” (xi. 3.) 

He is called, “ David their King.” (Hosea iii. 5.) 

And “King over all the earth.” (Zech. xiv. 9.) 

Christ also confessed to Pilate, that he was a king, 

but that his kingdom was not of this world. Con¬ 

sidered in the divinity of his person, he is universal 

king. King of kings and Lord of lords. In this sense, 

his empire extends to heaven, and earth, and hell. 

All creatures, and all worlds belong to his illimitable 

empire, and of his dominion, there is no end. But 

we now especially consider him in his mediatorial 

office, as reigning in the midst of the Zion of his 

church. His kingdom consists of two branches; 

that of the Spirits of the just in heaven, and that 

of all true believers on earth. His palace is in glory* 

where he has his great and exalted throne, where 

the homage of countless attendants, is constantly 

paid to him. His laws and statutes are revealed in 

his word, and the gospel is his royal sceptre, the 

rod of his strength. The officers of his kingdom, 

are the pastors and teachers of his church, who are 

to publish his laws, and to enforce the discipline of 

his kingdom. All who truly believe in him, and 

unfeignedly love him, are his subjects; on the throne 

of their willing hearts he sits, and sways the sceptre 
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of his grace. It will thus appear, that his kingdom 

is not confined by local bounds, or geographical 

limits, but in whatever nation or country, or of 

whatever people or clim-e or colour, believers are 

found, there is his spiritual empire, there he reign3 

as King of his universal Zion. 

May 2 5. 

KINGSHIP OF JESUS. 

Part II,-Acts xvii. 7. 

Jesus Christ as a king, is possessed of the most 

illustrious distinctions and titles. He is the King 

immortal—he has life in himself—he ever liveth—- 

he had no beginning of years, or end of days — he 

claims the prerogative of absolute immortality and 

self-existence—he is the “I am,”—the “Jehovah of 

Hosts,” and besides him there is none else. He is 

the King invisible. He once appeared in our world 

and tabernacled amongst us, and his glory was be¬ 

held, the glory as of the only begotten of the father, 

full of grace and truth, but now he is removed from 

our mortal vision having entered into the holiest 

place of all, where he ever appears in the pre¬ 

sence of God for us. He is the King Eternal,—his 

reign shall be everlasting, and of his dominion 

there shall be no end. He is the King of Kings. 

His providence extends to all the affairs of earth 
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By him Kings reign. By him ail the complex 

machinery of governments is overruled and direc¬ 

ted. He is the King of glory. He dwelleth iu 

glory. His throne is in the highest heaven. Ail 

the glorious hosts adore before him. All the angels 

of heaven worship him. For this King we should 

cultivate feelings of profoundest reverence and ve¬ 

neration. To him in all things we should be 

subject. His will is supreme and unchangeably 

binding in its obligations on all his disciples. The 

true Christian, loves and fears, and adores Jesus at 

the King of Zion, and as head over all things to 

nis Church. 

Mag 26. 

CHRIST A KING. 

Part III.—Acts xvii. 7. 

The essential attributes of Jesus, such as his al¬ 

mighty power, unbounded wisdom, and eternal im¬ 

mutability, present him before us in all his unrivalled 

dignity and greatness. Let us now notice the mo¬ 

ral features of his kingly rule and authority. First 

of all we must consider him as a righteous and 

equitable king. He is the holy and just one. He 

reigns not as a usurper, his dominions is not based 

on iniquity, but in eternal righteousness and truth. 

His name is the “Lord our righteousness.” “A 

R 
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sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of his king¬ 

dom.” “ Righteousness is the girdle of his loins.” 

He is a bountiful and benevolent king. His good¬ 

ness is associated with all his acts, and all his 

engagements, — his goodness is over all his works. 

He reigns to diffuse his goodness,— 

“ Blessings abound where’er he reigns. 

The pris’ner leaps to lose his chains. 

The weary find eternal rest, 

And all the sons of want are blest.” 

He is also a gracious and merciful king. Grace is 

poured into his lips,—he is full of grace and truth, 

•—the sceptre he sways is a sceptre of mercy, — he 

delighteth in mercy, — his mercy extends to his 

greatest enemies. It abounded to Saul of Tarsus 

as a pattern, or example of what it could effect, 

and to whom it could extend. Those whom we 

should have supposed, had totally excluded them¬ 

selves, from the possibility of his favour, were the 

first to whom the gospel message of mercy and 

grace was sent. Remission of sins was to be 

preached to all nations, but first of all, “ beginning 

at Jerusalem.” The throne he now occupies is one 

of grace, to wThich the vilest may have access by re¬ 

pentance and faith, and obtain mercy and grace to 

help them in time of need. Let the children of 

Zion be joyful in their king. Let the sinner be 

exhorted to “kins the Son lest he be angry, and he 

perish from the war when his anger is kindled but 
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a little.” (Ps. ii. 11.) The Lord reigneth let the 

earth rejoice, and let the inhabitants thereof be 

glacL 

May *27. 

CHRIST TYPIFIED BY JACOB’S 

LADDER. 

And behold a ladder set upon the earth, and the top of it 

reached to heaven.—Gen. xxviii. 12. 

This was the vision that Jacob had when he 

was at Bethel. It seems that God intended by it, 

to exhibit to the Patriarch, the nature of Providence, 

and the constant intercourse which is kept up be¬ 

tween heaven and earth, through the ministry of 

angels. But it appears also to have been intended 

to typify the Saviour, and to shew the medium 

which God has appointed, for holding intercourse 

with our guilty world, and the only way by which 

sinners can have access to his presence and favour. 

The ladder was set upon the earth. Jesus in the 

fulness of the times, came forth to dwell upon the 

earth. On earth he lived, and taught, and per¬ 

formed his miracles, and died for sin, and ros« 

again for our justification. It behoved Christ to 

become man, and to tabernacle amongst us. Then 

this ladder reached to heaven. Here the glory and 

deity of Christ are presented to our view. Whila 

be was man with man, he was also God with God. 
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While he deigned to dwell on earth, he was still 

Lord of angels, and the adored of heaven. This 

is very strikingly set forth by Jesus himself. <c And 

no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that 

came down from heaven, even the Son of man who 

is in heaven.” (John iii. 13.) The ladder filled up 

the whole distance between earth and heaven. So 

Jesus is a perfect and glorious way of communi¬ 

cation between man and God, between earth and 

heaven. He is the way to the Father, and no man 

cometh to God but by him. He is the way to 

eternal life, and all who receive and trust in him, 

shall be everlastingly saved. Behold the Lord 

stood above the ladder, intimating the Divine satis¬ 

faction and complacency in the mediator. God is 

well pleased in his son, both as it respects his per¬ 

son, work, and salvation. And God is ready to 

save to the uttermost, all who come unto him by 

Christ. Fie stands, therefore, at the head of 

the ladder, to accept, to justify, and to adopt 

into his family, all who believe in the name of his 

son. Angels were seen ascending and descending 

upon it; they especially waited upon the Saviour, 

they hailed his birth, ministered to him at his 

temptation and agony, and are all ministering 

spirits, sent forth to minister to the heirs of sal¬ 

tation. 
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May 28. 

CHRIST AT THE MARRIAGE OF CANa. 

And both Jesus icas called and his disciple to the 

marriage.—John ii. 2. 

Marriage was instituted by God, during human 

innocency in Paradise. It is therefore a contract 
bearing the Divine impress, and one on which may 

be expected the Divine blessing. Man’s physio¬ 

logical nature, and his moral feelings, are evidently 

formed to harmonise with this institution. No 

human confederation is so close in its nature, or so 

important in its character as this. Hence marriage 

is the most happy or most disastrous of all alli¬ 

ances. To render it productive of conjugal felicity, 

there should be a natural propriety, in the dispo¬ 

sitions, ages, and pursuits of those, who are united 

in its hallowed bonds. Rut most of all, it is desi¬ 

rable, that there should be oheness of mind in mat¬ 

ters of religion, that they may be fellow helpers of 

each other’s faith, and heirs together of the grace 

of life. Nothing has been more injurious to the 

interests of true religion, nothing has dishonored 

Jesus more, or has been more productive of apos- 

tacy from Christ’s holy cause, than the union of 

believers with unbelievers. It seems obvious that 

such unions cannot produce any thing, but conten¬ 

tions, strife, and every evil work. If we are 

anxious to obtain the smile of heaven on the cou- 
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jugal alliance, Jesus must be invited to the marriage. 

His presence and blessing will lay a solid foundation, 

for domestic peace and prosperity. If he be thus 

acknowledged and honored, he will direct all our 

steps, guide us by a right way, and grant unto us 

all the desires ot our heart. But if invited to the 

marriage festival, will he attend ? Will Christ 

form one of a wedding company? He did so in 

the day of his humanity upon earth, and it will be 

subsequently seen, that the joys of that marriage 

were sanctified, and distinguished by the first 

miracle the Saviour ever wrought. 

May 29. 

CHRIST’S FIRST MIRACLE. 

This beginning of miracles, did Jesus in Cana of Galilee. 

John ii. 11. 

And this miracle was performed at a marriage. 

His affectionate and pious mother was present to 

witness it. It took place very unexpectedly and 

was performed without any show or ostentation. 

The circumstances of the case were these. Christ 

honored a marriage festival at Cana, with his pre¬ 

sence. The wine used, which was most likely the 

pure sweet, unintoxicating juice of the grape, was 

exhausted. And a further supply was necessary 

for the demands of the guests. Jesus therefore 
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commanded that the water pots should be filled 

with water and they were filled to the brim. It was 

then borne to the governor of the feast, when the 

miracle was discovered, and the guests partook of 

this production of Christ’s supernatural power. In 

this miracle, we are called to behold the great con¬ 

descension and grace of the Son of God. Here we 

behold the Lord of heaven and earth, in fami¬ 

liar intercourse with his creatures. That inter¬ 

course was distinguished by all that was compas¬ 

sionate, and tender, and beneficent, on the part of 

Jesus. Did not this miracle too, seem symbolical 

of those enriching blessings which he came to 

bestow on the souls of men. Men were empov- 

erished, wretched, and ready to perish; he came to 

present unto them the cup of blessing, the wine 

of salvation, and “to invite them to buy wine and 

milk, without money and without price.” Let the 

subject excite in every fainting breast, an ardent 

longing after the blessings of the gospel of Christ. 

And in all our social festivities of innocent joy, let 

Jesus be an invited guest, his presence will sweeten 

every pleasure, irradiate every scene, and if we honor 

him, he will not allow us to want for the happiest 

sources of enjoyment, but always we shall have 

reason to exclaim, “ the best wine is kept until 

now.” 
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Mat/ 80. 

CHRIST’S RELATIVES. 

hosoever shall do the will of God, the same is my 

Father, and my Sister, and my Mother. 

Mark iii. 35. 

Jesus exemplified the reality and supremacy of 

his piety in every sphere in which he moved, and 

in every relationship in his life, which he filled. 

JTo his parents he was affectionate and obedient, 

and to all men he -was courteous and kind. It is 

said of him when a youth, that he, “increased in 

wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and 

man.” To his weeping mother he displayed the 

aboundings of his compassionate regards, when ex¬ 

piring on the cross, and found for her a friend and 

protector, in the person of the beloved John. We 

cannot then suppose that the affectionate Jesus, 

would be deficient in the special attachments of re¬ 

lative life. But he came from heaven to earth to 

be the friend and saviour of our race, and the kins¬ 

man of every human being. Therefore when the 

multitude said to him, “ Behold thy mother, and thy 

brethren, (most likely cousins) without seek thee,” 

he said gazing with deepest interest on the assembly, 

“ Behold my mother, and my brethren, for who¬ 

soever shall do the will of God, the same is my 

brother, and my sister, and ray mother.” Jesus is 

truly united bv the ties of flesh to every child of 
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man. There is but one common human nature 

whatever may be the diversity ol colour, or of ap¬ 

pearance, and that nature Christ assumed, and thui 

became identically the relative of all mankind. 

But it is only those who do the will of God, with 

whom he is especially united, and to whom he is 

more particularly attached. W ith these he is of one 

Spirit, he is of one heart, and of one pursuit. These 

are joint heirs with Christ, participants of the 

Father’s complacent favour, and shall finally enjoy 

with him, the glory which he had before the world 

was. This bond of union which unites Jesus and 

believers so closely together, is that of obedience 

to the commands of God. But this obedience 

must resemble Christ’s. It must be affectionate, 

cheerful, constant, and persevering, It must be 

our delight to do his will ; the obedience of faith, 

which works by love, and purifies the heart. Happy 

they, who are thus Christ’s relatives indeed, and of 

a truth ! 

May 31. 

CHRIST A SURETY. 

The surety of a better testament.—Heb. vii. 

A surety is one who obligates himself to see 

certain engagements fulfilled, and who is personally 

accountable for their fulfilment.. Jesus became a 
f 
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surety between God and man. He engaged to 

discharge all the obligations to which man was 

liable,—he engaged to see all the claims ol God 

amply met and ratified, — he became responsible 

for all that man owed, for the full and entire set¬ 

tlement of the vast amount. This involved perfect 

obedience to the Divine law, which he magnified 

and made gloriously honourable. This involved 

bearing the curse of the law, what he did by be¬ 

coming a curse for us. (Gal. iii. 13.) As such he 

took the place of the transgressors, was bruised for 

our iniquities, endured the infliction of Divine 

wrath in his own sacred person, the chastisement of 

our peace being laid upon him, that by his stripes 

we might be healed. Thus, he bore our sins in 

his own body on the tree. But this only includes 

his engagements on our behalf with God. As 

surety he became pledged on the part of the Deity 

to bestow upon all believers the benefits of salva¬ 

tion. “ Thus God exalted him as a prince and a 

saviour to give repentance unto Israel and remis¬ 

sion of sins.” Thus too before he suffered, he 

offered up that sublime intercessory prayer to his 

Father, that his people might be sanctified and 

preserved from the evils of the world, and finally 

participate with himself in the glory which he had 

wfith the Father before the world was. Hence as 

the surety on the part of God to man, he has en¬ 

gaged to give unto his sheep eternal glory, that 

where he is, tbe^e they shall be also. A* our 
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surety, he is possessed of infinite ability to execute 

all his engagements, and his mind is one, and 

changeth not, the same yesterday, to day, and for 

ever. If Christ be such a surety, then let the peni¬ 

tent sinner commit all his concerns into his hands. 

Christ is able and willing to save unto the utter¬ 

most all who come unto God by him. Let the 

believer implicitly trust him in weakness, in temp¬ 

tations, in trials, in afflictions, and in death itself, 

seeing that he ever liveth to keep and strengthen 

his people here, and has promised after death, 

glory, immortality, and eternal life. The impeni¬ 

tent sinner who rejecteth this surety, must stand 

without advocate before the inexorable throne, and 

bear the doom his iniquity has justly demented. 

June I. 

CHRIST THE ANGEL OF THE LORD. 

The angel of God.—Gen. xxi. 17. 

The term angel signifies messenger, and is des¬ 

criptive rather of office, than of essence or character. 

There are many passages where the name is used 

in such a way, that it cannot possibly be applied 

to any created intelligence, however great and dig¬ 

nified. Jesus is styled the Angel of Jehovah, the 

Angel of his presence, the Angel of his Covenant, 

none of which titles are applied to the created 
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spirits, who worship before God. It is quite 

impossible to understand many of the ancient 

appearances, only as applicable to the Son of God. 

The angel who appeared to Hagar, said to her 

of Ishmael, “ I will make him a great nation.” 

The angel who appeared to Abraham, said, “ lay 

not thine hand upon the lad, for now I know 

that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not with¬ 

held thy son, thine only son from me.” So 

also the angel that wrestled with Jacob is called 

by the prophet Hosea, the Lord of Hosts; and 

it is said, Jacob had power with God, and pre¬ 

vailed. The angel who appeared to Moses, out 

of the midst of the bush, afterwards claimed the 

essential and incommunicable name of Jehovah, and 

said, “ I am that I am.” There are many other 

appearances specified, which can only be applied to 

Christ; the uncreated angel of Jehovah’s presence, 

the brightness of his glory, and the express image 

of his person. Over all other angels, Jesus hath 

an infinite pre-eminence. They are finite beings, 

he is the Lord, infinite in all his perfections, and 

by whom angels were created. lie is an angel, 

only in reference to the mediatorial work which 

he undertook, as the voluntary Redeemer of the 

world, as a messenger from heaven to earth, from 

God to man. He is an angel entirely for our 

welfare and salvation, as such let us receive him as 

the true messenger of mercy, as our only covenant 

head, and as our infallible guide to eternal glory. 
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June 2. 

CHRIST THE PEARL OF GREAT PRICE. 

Pearl of great price.—Matt. xiii. 46. 

No language employed by men or angels can 

ever adequately describe the nature, worth, and ex¬ 

cellency of the Lord Jesus Christ!— 

** All are too mean to speak His worth— 

Too mean to set our Saviour forth.” 

The most beautiful and valuable productions 

of nature, have indeed been metaphorically 

employed by the sacred writers, to set forth 

in some degree; the character of this “ Desire of 

all Nations”—and here, the blessed Redeemer 

is represented to us, under the beautiful figure of 

a “ Pearl of greatprice.”—Pearls have in all ages 

been in great request, as forming some of the most 

costly ornaments worn by the rich and great—and 

such is the traffic in those articles of luxury, that 

many confine their dealings to them alone—and 

such persons are known only as “ Pearl Merchants 

Although Pearls are indeed very numerous, the far 

greater number being small, are (comparatively) of 

little value. But when the Merchant obtains one 

of extraordinary size, and of exquisite form and 

beauty—he knows he possesses something precious— 

an article of commerce, that will command a great 

mc.e ! It is to a Pearl of this description, (being exceed- 
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ingly rare) the metaphor is employed. As the Mer¬ 

chant (stimulated by his thirst after the gold that 

perisheth) employs his utmost efforts in procuring 

objects, so much coveted, and so highly prized. So 

it is with the sinner, who by the influence of the 

Holy Spirit, has been brought to discern his real 

state of spiritual wretchedness and misery—and en¬ 

abled by faith to see in the blessed Jesus alone— 

all that will make him truly rich and happy in time 

and to all eternity!—His utmost energies will be 

employed, in order to possess this Pearl of inesti¬ 

mable price ! O yes ! it is a Pearl indeed, far above 

all price! The wealth of worlds could not pur¬ 

chase it! !—No ! blessed be God, it is His own 

invaluable and unspeakable gift. “ P"or God so loved 

the World, that He gave His only begotten Son, 
* 

that whosoever believeth in Him, should not perish, 

but have everlasting life ! ” 

June 3. 

CHRIST THE PEARL OF GRE/1T PRICE. 

Paiit II.—Matt. xiii. 46. 

Now to possess this invaluable Pearl, ought to be 

the one great pursuit of life. And it is exceedingly 

consolatory to know, that if we earnestly seek, in 

the way of God’s appointment, we shall assuredly 

obtain it. But we can never secure it, without 
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diligent and persevering effort. We must labour 

for the bread of life. We must strive to enter in 

at the straight gate. We must take the kingdom of 

heaven by violence, for the violent seize it by 

force. When we seek the Lord with all our hearts, 

then he will be found of us. In obtaining the 

Pearl of great price, sacrifices will be necessary. 

We shall be called to sell all that we possess. That 

is all that is incompatible with the love of God. 

All inordinate self love. All idolatrous attachments 

to the world. All the love of the pleasures of sense. 

In fact, our entire and undivided hearts must be 

surrendered to God, and only then can we possess 

the inestimable Pearl. If any man love houses or 

lands, or wife or children, or his own life, more than 

Christ, he is not worthy of him, nor can he be his 

disciple. Now this Pearl is only to be found in the 

glorious gospel of the blessed God. In the gospel, 

Christ is revealed and offered to men. Here he 

invites men to come unto him and have life. And 

all who receive that gospel by faith shall find Jesus, 

and be enriched with the unsearchable treasures of 

his grace. For this Pearl there is no substitute. 

Without it, whatever we may possess, we are poor, 

and blind, and miserable, and lost; with it, of what¬ 

ever earthly good we may be destitute, we are rich 

and happy, and are heirs of God, and of eternal glory. 

If this Pearl is ours, how carefully we should secure 

it.. There are malignant spirits abroad, whose 

business it is to rob us. Having received Christ 
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Jesus by faith, let us be careful to walk in him. 

Hold fast that which vou have, and let no man take 

your crown. If this pearl is precious now, how 

much more so will it be in death, at the judgment, 

and through all eternity. 

June 4. 

CHRIST RAISING THE DAUGHTER 

OF JAIRUS. 

And he took her by the hand and the maid arose. 

Matt. ix. 25. 

Persons of all ranks and conditions in life, fall 

before the sword of the King of terrors. We do 

not feel much astonished when the aged and infirm 

become his victims, but how often are we surprised 

by his fatal attacks upon the strong and youthful of 

our race, and whose sun goes down while it is yet 

day. Ah! death has made all ages his own. 

In the place of sepulchres, we see tombs of every 

size, and for every stage in life, from the infant 

of a day, to the aged who are emphatically full of 

years. Here we have presented before is, one of 

those affecting scenes, which so often occurs. A 

Ruler with only one child, that child an affectionate 

and dearly beloved daughter, is seized by some 

distressing and painful disease. He immediately 

hastens to Jesus, and lays his case before him, and 
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while he stated, that by that time most likely she 

was dead, yet he exercised so much faith in the 

Redeemer, that he said, “ but come and lay thine 

hand upon her, and she shall live.” Here was a 

case which greatly honored the Saviour; here was 

no doubt, or fear as to the result; here was no sus¬ 

pecting the Divinity of Christ’s mission, no limiting 

of his power. He therefore at once, without reluc¬ 

tance or delay, arose, and with his disciples came 

to the ruler’s house. The fears of the Ruler had 

been too well founded, for his daughter had indeed 

expired. And as was the custom of those times, a 

number of individuals had assembled, who were 

wailing greatly for the deceased. Doubtless the 

Father’s faith would now give way, therefore Jesus 

said, “ Fear not, believe only, and she shall be 

made whole.” It is true her case was now humanly 

speaking, utterly hopeless, and so the people laughed 

Jesus to scorn; but with Christ all things are pos¬ 

sible, if we can but believe. He now therefore 

selects three disciples, Peter, James, and John, to 

be the witnesses on the occasion, and with the 

father and mother present, he prepares to exert his 

omnific power, in restoring the daughter to life. 

s 
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June 5. 

CHRIST RAISING THE DAUGHTER 

OF JAIRUS. 

Part II. — Matt. ix. 25. 

We are now called to survey the striking scene 

in the Ruler’s house. There, prostrate and inani¬ 

mate, lay the daughter, the senses closed, the whole 

frame cold and lifeless, and the intellectual and 

immortal spirit gone into the eternal state. Accor¬ 

ding to the natural order of things, she had become 

the victim of a monarch, who would firmly hold 

his giasp, until the resurrection at the last day. 

The agonised parents were there too; doubtless all 

the kindly associations of past days, were deeply 

affecting them, and they were now waiting the 

result of Christ’s visit, with the most deep toned 

and conflicting feelings of hope and fear. The 

three disciples had often seen the stupendous 

miracles wrought by Jesus, but never had they 

witnessed the exertion of his power over the spirits 

of those departed into the invisible world. Here then 

was to be a fresh display of that Divine energy, 

which extended to all events, and to all worlds. 

While the spectators silently and intently gaze, 

Jesus speaks, “ Maid, arise ! ” And then he took 

her by the hand, and she arose. Death heard the 

Almighty word; at the Saviour’s bidding, relin¬ 

quished bis ha*4 tfe© oorpse beegme animated 
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again, and she arose, not the subject of the malady 
whereof she died, but in all the soundness of health, 
and the bloom of youth. How loudly does the 
subject call upon parents, to feel deeply solicitous 
for the welfare of their children. Are not our off¬ 
spring dead in trespasses and sins ? Are they not 

in imminent peril of everlasting ruin ? And unto 
whom shall we apply, but unto Jesus? O let us 
bear them upon the arms of believing prayer, and 
affectionately and earnestly solicit his gracious and 
Almighty regards. Christ will be well pleased with 
holy importunity on their behalf, and is it too much 
to say, that the results will be according to our 
faith ? We see in this glorious miracle, the most 
striking evidence of the Redeemer’s power and God¬ 
head. No one possesses power over the keys of life 
and death, but he who is the true and only living 
God, who is over all, blessed for evermore. And 
finally, what a solid foundation is laid, for strong 
faith and hope as to the resurrection of our bodies 
at the last day. Yes, Jesus has only to speak, and 
every sepulchre will be unbarred, and the ashes of 
the slumbering saints, shall be raised to immor¬ 
tality and eternal life. 

June 6. 

CHRIST A LAWGIVER. 

The Lord is our Lawgiver.—Isaiah xxxiii. 22. 

Jesus came into the world, to be the sum and 
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substance of all the types and shadows, and to abro¬ 

gate those observances appointed under the Levitical 

economy. Thus the law of ceremonies he hath for 

ever abolished. The moral law he came to fulfil 

in his own person and life, and he magnified all its 

enactments, and made it honourable. By his obe¬ 

dience to the law, he laid the basis of our recovery 

from the condemnation and curse of the law. But 

he also came to give laws to the world; to be the 

Lawgiver of his church, and of the Christian dis¬ 

pensation to the end of time. He has therefore 

spiritualised the ten commandments, and given 

them again to his people. It is impossible to read 

his Divine sermon on the mount, and not perceive, 

that that law is as binding as ever. Indeed, that 

law is founded in the unalterable nature and 

propriety of things, and is a transcript of the Divine 

mind, therefore will never be annihilated. Then 

Jesus has not only spiritualised this law, and re¬ 

newed it afresh, but he has also given unto us, the 

law of universal love and mercy to men. We are 

to love our enemies — to pray for those who curse 

and revile us — and to be merciful, even as he our 

Lord is merciful. Then he has also given to us the 

law of Faith. Hence we read of the law of faith, 

and the word of faith. And Christ seemed to sus¬ 

pend all his blessings upon obedience to this law. 

44 If thou canst but believe, all things are possible.” 

44 Be it unto thee according to thy faith.” 44 He 

that believeth tnd baptised shall be saved.” So 
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Christ also has given unto us the law of Ordinances. 

He hath established the ordinance of a preached 

gospel, with which, he has pledged his presence to 

the end of the world. He also instituted the ordi¬ 

nance of Baptism, and united it with believing; so 

that it must exist so long as the law of faith is en¬ 

forced, and must be its invariable accompaniment. 

Then he appointed too, the ordinance of the supper, 

by which we commemorate his dying love, and have 

mutual fellowship with him, till he come again. 

June 7. 

CHRIST A PHYSICIAN. 

They that be whole need not a physician, but they that are 

sick.—Matt. ix. 12. 

In the application of this proverb to himself, 

Jesus evidently professed to be a physician, and his 

whole ministerial career will establish that profes¬ 

sion. Christ proved himself to be a physician of 

the body. He cured ail sorts of diseases;—drop¬ 

sies, fevers, palsies, blindness, deafness, leprosies, 

bloody-issues, and dumbness, all fled before his 

healing power. It mattered not how deep, how 

complicated, how universal, or of how long standing, 

he never failed in restoring to perfect health and 

soundness. Many cases which were humanly speak¬ 

ing hopeless, he restored by the word of his power 
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His power was so extensive, that even death was 

forced to yield his prey at his command. One he 

brought to life from the bed on which she had just 

expired — a second as they were bearing him to the 

place of burial—and a third after he had been en¬ 

tombed, heard his voice, and lived, and came forth. 

Jesus does not now employ his miraculous influence 

in healing the diseases of the body, but still his 

ability is the same. And though we are not called 

to expect his supernatural interposition in curing 

our bodily diseases, yet all human means will fail, 

without his blessing. While we call for the physi¬ 

cian then to apply the cooling oil, or to administer 

the restoring balm, it is indispensable, that by prayer 

and supplication, we make known our requests unto 

Christ. To expect healing from the skill of a phy¬ 

sician, or the power of medicine, without his bles¬ 

sing is practical atheism. To depend upon spiritual 

influence for the removal of bodily ills is fanaticism. 

To use the means and supplicate his blessing, is a 

course, consistent alike with reason and religion. 

Jesus sympathises with all his people in affliction, 

and sanctifies all their trials and sufferings to their 

present welfare, and future glory. 

v June 8. 

CHRIST A PHYSICIAN. 

Part II,—Matt. ix. 12. 

We have seen that Jesus was a celebrated physi- 
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cian of the body, we now observe that he was 

equally successful in healing the maladies of the 

mind. In the wonder-working days of his flesh, 

he healed all sorts and degrees of mental and 

moral diseases. He cured the lunatic boy — he 

cured the demoniac, who dwelt among the tombs, 

and brought him to sit at his feet clothed, and in 

his right mind. But he also proved himself the 

physician of the soul. The soul of man is as sub¬ 

ject to disease as the body. Every faculty is im¬ 

paired; every power disordered; the plague spot is 

upon it; the leprosy defiles it; the fever consumes 

it; it is affected with the torpid paralysis. The 

eyes of the mind are blinded; the ears stopped, 

and the tongue is speechless. The afflictions of 

the soul are hereditary, complicated, deep seated, 

universally prevalent, painful, loathsome, and ab¬ 

solutely fatal. They never exhaust their strength, 

and cure themselves, neither are they curable by 

any human agency whatever. Now of these other¬ 

wise incurable maladies, Jesus is the efficient phy¬ 

sician. His knowledge is infinite, therefore he 

knows the cause, the progress, and the precise state 

of the disease of the human heart. His power is 

almighty; there is nothing too hard for him to effect 

■—he can eradicate the most virulent and confirmed 

disorders of the soul—his tenderness is inexpressible, 

he deeply commiserates the misery of sin-sick 

souls—his bowels yearn over them—his heart is full 

of tenderness towards them — he does not want an 
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application from them, but he seeks to heal and 

says, “wilt thou be made whole?” His terms 

are astonishing — he heals without money, and 

without price — all he desires is the use of his 

medicines, and humble attention to the prescrip¬ 

tions he gives. His success is infallible — he never 

fails to effect a cure — none ever sought his aid 

in vain. Though death had already commenced 

its ruinous work upon the dying malefactor, yet 

one word of his healed the malady of his soul, 

and saved him from the jaws of eternal death, 

and made him meet for the healthy abodes of 

the heavenly paradise. 

June 9. 

CHRIST A PHYSICIAN. 

Part III.—Matt. ix. 12. 

As a Physician, Christ’s invitations are uni¬ 

versal. He does not confine his practice to any 

grade or class of society: the world is his hospital; 

and all mankind may become his patients: the 

poor are alike welcome with the rich: he healeth 

all who come unto him. In curing the diseases 

of the soul, he employs the agency of his word. 

It is said he sent his word, and healed them: the 

word contains a revelation both of the disease and 

mode of cure: the word is emphatically the word 

of salvation—the word of life, lie also employs 
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the catholicon of his blood: the blood of Jesus is 
the true balm of Gilead — that in which alone we 
have redemption, even the forgiveness of sin. It 
is this which speaks peace to the guilty mind, and 
which cleanseth from all unrighteousness. Both 
the word and blood of Jesus are applied to the 
mind by the influences of his Spirit. It is the 
Spirit’s prerogative to convince of sin—to embitter 
sin to the soul, and to deliver from its painful and 
destructive consequences. The Spirit reveals the 
word to the mind, and applies the precious blood 
of Christ to the heart, and thus the malady is 
removed, and the soul is made whole. The cure 
which Christ imparts to the sin-sick soul is radical, 
universal, and abiding. He heals every wound, 
and restores every faculty : he gives beauty for 
defoiuiity; strength for weakness; and blooming 
health for weakness and decay. How important 
that we ascertain our true state and condition. 
Hath he healed us ? have we been convicted of 
sin — have we loathed it — and have we been 
delivered from it? Have we the signs of spiritual 
health upon us? do we live in the exercise of 
godliness? is the pain and smart, arising from 
consciousness of sin, removed? have we the in¬ 
dwelling of the Spirit testifying that we are the 
sons of God ? Let spiritual health be carefully 
cultivated. Avoid all that is pernicious to the 
soul. Cherish the influences of the Spirit, and 
thus grow in grace, and in the knowledge of the 
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Lord Jesus Christ. The spiritually sick, who 

despise this Physician, must inevitably perish. 

There is no other balm in Gilead, nor any other 

Physician there. 

June 10. 

CHRIST A LEADER. 

A Leader to the People.—Isaiah Iv. 4. 

Of Jesus it was said, that he was sent to guide 

our feet into the way of peace. Mankind had all 

erred and strayed from God, and had wandered into 

the tractless mazes of ignorance and misery. Ut- 

terly unable to retrace their steps, they must inevi¬ 

tably have perished, had not the mercy of God 

interposed for them. In this important human 

emergency, God in his matchless love, witheld not 

his son, but sent him forth to be C£ a Leader to the 

people.” Christ is eminently qualified for this 

work. His knowledge and wisdom are infinite, 

all in heaven, and earth, and hell, are perfectly 

and clearly before his eyes. He dwells in cloud¬ 

less light; he is himself truly the light, and in 

him is no darkness at all. So that confusion, or 

error, can never frustrate his engagements. He 

sees all things from the beginning. All events in 

all worlds, both in eternity and time, are plainly 

before him. Who then so well qualified to lead as 

Jesus? The Allwise, and infallible Creator and 
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Ruler of all things ! Consider from what, and to 

what, Jesus leads all his people. He leads them 

from darkness, and the regions of death, to the light 

of gospel day, and the way of spiritual and eternal 

life. He leads them from error to truth. From 

wretchedness to comfort and peace. From con¬ 

demnation to Divine acceptance. From vassalage 

to freedom. From the curse of the law, to the 

blessings of the gospel, and from the verge of 

perdition, to the way of everlasting salvation. He 

leads them from sin to holiness, from danger to 

safety, and from hell to heaven. This leading 

commences in the day of the soul’s conversion, 

when with prayer and supplication, the penitent 

earnestly desires to find Jesus, of whom Moses in 

the law, and the prophets wrote. When Christ has 

opened the eyes, and changed the heart, then as 

his disciples, they arise and follow him. And as 

his people, and the sheep of his pasture, he leadeth 

them into all the pastures of his ordinances, and 

into all the paths of progressive holiness, and finally 

he leads them to his kingdom, and eternal glory. 

June 11. 

CHRIST A LEADER. 

Part II.—Isaiah lv. 4. 

Jesus employs a diversity of means, in leading 
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his people to glory. Among these, we may notice, 

the directions of his holy icord. For this very end, has 

he given us the Scriptures, that they may enlighten 

our minds, and lead our feet into the way of salva¬ 

tion. It is here that Christ in his person, offices, 

and work, is made known to the sinner. It was 

this, that made Timothy wise unto salvation. And 

this word is particularly designated the word of 

Christ, and the word of salvation. It was the 

preaching of this word that led the Samaritans to 

the true knowledge of Christ. And it was the 

reading and expounding of this word, that led the 

Eunuch to believe, that Jesus was the Son ol God, 

and to be baptised in his name. Jesus also leads 

his people, by his own illustrious example. He has 

passed before us, as our exemplar and model; he 

has left the impress of his own footsteps, which we 

are called to imitate. Hence, he leads, by the 

attractive influence of his example, by causing his 

people to “ look unto him, the author and finisher 

of their faith.” Finally, Jesus leads by the influ¬ 

ences of his Spirit. He said, the Spirit shall lead 

you into all truth. Hence, he sends down his Holy 

Spirit into the hearts of his people, to enlighten, to 

soften, to purify, and to carry on the work of grace, 

until they are fully meet for the inheritance of 

the saints in light, “ For as many as are the 

Sons of God, are led by the Spirit of God.” It is 

by the Spirit, that Christ is exhibited attractively 

before the mind, x\nd it is by the Spirit, that the 
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heart is made affectionately willing, and the feet 

readily obedient to follow the Lamb, whithersoever 

he goeth. Let us then follow on to know the Lord, 

to listen to his voice, that we may never perish, but 

finally receive eternal life. 

June 12. 

CHRIST THE CITY OF REFUGE. 

Who have fled for refuge.—Heh. vi. 18. 

The cities of refuge under the ancient economy 

very strikingly typified the person and work of 

Christ. What they were to the man-slayer, Jesus 

is pre-eminently to the sinner. All the circum¬ 

stances of these cities seem adapted to lead the 

mind to some blessed peculiarity connected with 

Christ, and the gospel way of salvation. The 

names of these cities first demand our consideration, 

one of these was called Kedesh, which signifies 

44 holy.” Now Jesus is truly the holy one of Israel 

—the immaculate Son of God. And his work and 

designs are inseparably connected with the interests 

of holiness. Another was called Shechem, which 

signifies 44 shoulder.” Now' Christ is the appointed 

bearer of the sinners burden; he hath borne our 

griefs and carried our sorrows.” He hath the key 

of David involving universal government upon his 

shoulder. Another of the cities was called He.- 
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bron, signifying “fellowship.” And Christ is the 

only medium of the sinner’s access to God and 

fellowship with him. In any other way, or by any 

other medium, we should assuredly be rejected. 

God is well pleased with us only through his Son, 

who hath magnified the law and made it honorable. 

Another city was termed Bezer, which signifies a 

“strong hold.” Now Christ is often thus repre¬ 

sented ; he is the strong hold, provided for the 

prisoners of hope — he is our strong hold in the 

day of trouble — he is a strong hold to all them 

that trust in him. Another city was styled Ramoth, 

which signifies “ Exaltation. ” Now Jesus was 

the exalted Son of God, and the exalted Prince 

of Israel. Besides, Christ’s work designed the 

exaltation of man to holiness and eternal glory. 

The sixth and last was named Golan, which 

signifies 66 Exultation and Joy,” Jesus is the joy 

of believers on earth, and the joy of celestial spirits 

in the heavenly world. How applicable were all 

these appellations to the person and work of 

Christ. 

June 13. 

CHRIST THE CITY OF REFUGE. 

Part II.—Heb. vi. 18. 

Having seen how appropriately these cities 

were designated, let us now consider their de* 



or Christian’s portion. 273 

sign. They were provided for the security 

and shelter of the man-slayer, for his protection 

from the avenger of blood. Having got within 

the gates, his life was effectuallv delivered. Jesus 

is our Refuge from the curse of the law and 

from eternal death. Out of him we are liable 

to be overtaken and surprised by divine wrath, 

which abideth on every unbeliever. In Jesus 

the soul is freed from condemnation, and none 

can harm it, or separate it from his love. The 

situation, of these cities also demand attention — 

they were built on high eminences, so that they 

were visible afar off. Jesus, our divine Refuge, 

in like manner, is lifted up on the pole of the 

gospel, his name and virtues being proclaimed 

by his appointed heralds, that all mankind may 

know the joyful sound. The roads to these cities 

were open, and kept in good repair; they were 

not less than fifty-six feet wide; and bridges were 

thrown across intervening rivulets and brooks. 

The way of salvation is spiritually narrow, and 

its entrance is represented as a “ strait gate: ” 

but, while it is so as to character, yet as to 

accessibility it is wide enough for the world. The 

way into Christ is so narrow as to exclude all 

pharisees, formalists, and impenitent sinners; but 

it is wide enough for the vilest who sincerely, by 

repentance, flee to Christ for salvation. The cities 

were so placed that some of them might be 

reached in a few hours — In like manner, Christ 



274 GOLDEN POT OF MANNA, 

is a refuge near at hand, and not afar off: he is 

near to all them who call upon him in sincerity 

and in truth. The seeking sinner need not inquire 

who shall ascend to bring Christ down, or who 

shall descend to fetch Christ up ?— 66 The word is 

nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thine heart, 

that is, the word of faith which we preach, that 

if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord 

Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God 

hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be 

saved ! ” (Horn. x. 8, 9.) 

June 14. 

CHRIST THE CITY OF REFUGE. 

Part III.—Heb. vi. 18. 

The roads to the cities of refuge, were not only 

wide, and kept in good repair, but also at every 

turning and cross road, there was a post erected. 

pointing the right way to the refuge. Now all the 

precepts and counsels of the holy word, are so many 

way posts to direct us to Christ. All the exhorta¬ 

tions .and invitations of the gospel, together with all 

its institutions and ordinances, are appointed ex¬ 

pressly to direct us to Christ. And so full and 

ample are these directions, that a wayfaring man, 

though a fool, need not err therein. The gates of 

the cities of refuge stood open night and day And 
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Christ is ever accessible to the repenting sinner. 

He ever waits to be gracious; his ear is never dosed 

against the cry of misery; his heart is ever open, 

and though myriads have found it to overflow with 

compassion and mercy, it is stijl as widely expanded 

as ever, and whoever comes unto him, he will in 

no wise cast out. The manslayer was to abide in 

the city, until the death of the high priest. The 

believer in like manner, must abide in Christ, or 

he cannot be saved. There is however this diffe¬ 

rence, of old, the manslayer remained till the death 

if the high priest, but believers must remain faithful 

until their own death; our High priest never dieth, 

but ever liveth to make intercession for us. Hence 

also it was, if the manslayer were found without the 

precincts of the city, he might legally be cut off; 

so if any man draw back from Christ, God will 

have no pleasure in him. He only that abideth to 

the end shall be saved. Let the Christian rejoice 

in the security he possesses in and through Christ. 

What a source of grateful joy, does the retrospect 

yield, and what felicitous hope does the prospect 

afford. Let the sinner flee to Christ. Flee 

earnestly, seeing all is at stake. Let him flee imme¬ 

diately, seeing that the Avenger is at his heels, ana 

the Judge is at the door. And let him flee to none 

but Jesus, seeing he is the only refuge trom sm 

here, and the wrath which is to come. 

T 



276 GOLDEN POT OF MANNA, 

June 15. 

CHRIST, IMMANUEL. 

Immanuel.—Isaiah vii. 14. 

That this title was designed for Jesus, is obvious, 

from its direct application to him. when the angel 

of the Lord announced to Joseph, the conception of 

Christ, and the name by which he should be called. 

(Matt. i. 20-23.) The word signifies, (i God with 

us.” The title obviously includes the proper Deity 

of Christ, and this accords with the striking dis¬ 

tinctions, illustrious perfections, and glorious works 

which are in other parts of the Divine word, ascribed 

to the Saviour. In him it is said, “ Dwells all the 

fulness of the Godhead bodily.” And that he 

thought it not robbery to be “ equal with God.” 

But the title includes more than his Divinity, it is 

“ God with us.” God in our nature. God enshrined 

in a tabernacle of human flesh. God incarnate, 

partaking of all the essential principles of humanity. 

Not God in his essential character, but God in his 

Mediatorial relationship to sinful man. Not God 

in the heights of celestial majesty, and in the efful¬ 

gence of heavenly noontide glory,, but God on 

eavth5 God with man, living in our world, walking 

in our streets, our kinsman, and our friend. Not 

God arrayed in the vestments of pure and strict 

justice, with his warlike bow, and his glittering 

sword, but God in ail the matchlessness of love, 
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and mercy, and compassion. God, concerned for 

the restoration of his erring, rained creatures, and 

executing means, whereby they should not be ex¬ 

pelled from him, Immanuel, God with us, God 

on our side, and against our adversaries. God 

delivering us from our misery and sins. God evin¬ 

cing unparalleled love to us, and inconceivable 

solicitude for our eternal salvation. How endearing 

is this title to the true believer! Christ is one 

with the Father, by virtue of his Godhead, and he is 

one with us, by virtue of his humanity. A Saviour 

filling heaven with his glory, and yet stooping to 

the earth in the depths of his mercy and love. As 

Immanuel, he is with sinners, as a sufficient and 

willing Saviour. He is with his people on earth, 

as their hope and joy. And he is with the blood- 

wash’d spirits in heaven, as their great and ever¬ 

lasting reward. 

June 16. 

CHRIST THE HEAD OF THE CHURCH. 

The Head of the body, the church.—Col. i. 18. 

The church of the Redeemer, is beautifully 

likened to the human body. Like the human body, 

it is composed of various parts, and members. 

Some of these resemble the hands, others the feet, 

all of which united, make one compact body. 01 

this body, Jesus is the head. He is the head exclu- 
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sively. Angels may minister to it, and highly gifted 

and holy men may have official stations, but there 

is but one head, that is Christ. The pope therefore 

may be the head of the church of Rome, but not 

of the church of Jesus. Kings, and Ecclesiastical 

powers, may form the headship of Religious Com¬ 

munities, but Jesus only, is the Head of his body, 

the church. 44 One is your Master, even Christ,'” 

and all ye are brethren. As the Head, Christ is 

the only source of vitality. From him, existence 

and energy are diffused through the whole system. 

There may be life, without some of the inferior 

members, but separation from the head, is imme¬ 

diate death. Thus we have life from, and by 

Christ. Out of him we are dead, in him we are 

new born creatures, and alive from the dead. As 

the Head, Christ is the source of knowledge and 

wisdom. The head thinks, and devises, and plans 

for the body. The head is the seat of understanding 

and judgment. Thus Jesus is made unto his peo¬ 

ple, wisdom, as well as sanctification and redemption. 

In Christ dwells all the fulness of wdsdorn and 

knowledge, and from this boundless source, all the 

need of his people is supplied. As the Head, 

Christ is the source of all authority and power. The 

head directs and governs the body. All the mem¬ 

bers are subordinate to the head. As the head is 

the residence of the mind, and as the material man 

is influenced by the spiritual, so with Jesus only, 

is the right to exert power, and to rule over 
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every believer, being Head over all things to his 

church. 

June 17. 

CHRIST THE HEAD OF THE CHURCH. 

Part II.— Col. i. 18. 

In reflecting on the headship of the church, 

we must be struck with its dignity. How glorious 

— how illustrious — how divine is the church’s 

head. We are reminded also of its all-sufficiency. 

There can be no lack with such a head — no 

perplexity nor imbecility: the head of the church 

is emphatically full of grace and truth. Neither 

ought we to forget the efficient sympathy of this head. 

Jesus, as the head of the body, feels all that his 

members suffer. He is touched with a feeling of all 

their infirmities, and he knows well how to succour 

and support in temptations and trials, 

<{For he hath felt the same.” 

In all their afflictions he is afflicted, and whatever 

is done to them he considers it as done to himself: 

the most insignificant member cannot suffer with¬ 

out the sympathizing consciousness of the head. 

The duties which devolve upon the members of the 

body to the head, obviously include sacred reverence : 

to him belongs all honor and glory: we are to 

revere and honour him even as we revere and 
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honour the Father: his glory we are to seek in 

all things, and whatever we do, we are to do it in 

his name. As the head, he also demands our sub¬ 

jection and obedience : we are his disciples only if we 

follow and obey him; if his grace influences our 

hearts, and if we rejoice to keep his command¬ 

ments. There must likewise be conformity and 

resemblance between the members and their head: 

as members of Jesus, we are partakers of his 

divine nature; <£ beholding as in a glass the glory 

of the Lord, we are changed into the same image 

from glory unto glory, even by the Spirit of the 

Lord.” As we once possessed the image of the 

earthy, by grace we are renewed, and bear the 

image of the heavenly. How endearing, interest¬ 

ing, precious, and everlastingly momentous, is the 

union between Christ and his church ! 

June 18. 

CHRIST CLEANSING THE LEPER. 

I will, be thou clean.—Luke v. 13. 

Among the diseases to which our afflicted hu¬ 

manity is liable, there are none more distressing than 

that of leprosy. It not only covered the body with 

a cutaneous disease, but it also affected the whole 

internal system, giving to the breath a most offen¬ 

sive and effluvia thereby rendering agreeable inter¬ 

course with society utterly impossible. The disease of 
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leprosy is fully described to us in the book of Levi¬ 

ticus, and there we see the ordinances which God 

appointed in reference to it. Now it came to pass 

as Jesus was in a certain city, a man afflicted with 

leprosy fell down before him, crying “Lord if thou 

wilt, thou canst make me clean.” Jesus then put 

forth his hand and touched him, saying, “ I will, be 

thou clean.” No doubt this leper had heard of 

Christ, and had therefore concluded that he was 

the Messiah, and as such he addressed him, and 

believed in his power to deliver him from his lep¬ 

rosy. He said “Lord,” thus acknowledging his 

divine mission and authority. “ If thou wilt, thou 

canst make me clean.” “I do not doubt thy efficacy 

even to cleanse me, totally defiled as I am; if thou 

only wilt exert that power I am firmly persuaded 

of my recovery.” Jesus then “touched” him, not 

afraid of infection, nor of the ceremonial pollution 

attached to the touching of a leper, and then said 

“ I will, be thou clean.” The man’s faith stumbled 

at Christ’s willingness, Jesus therefore said, “1 

will,” thus his love and compassion were equal to 

his ability, and instantly the man was cleansed 

The internal disease was stayed, the polluted breath 

was made pure, and the leprous skin was changed, 

and became as the flesh of a little child. 

i 
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June 19. 

CHRIST CLEANSING THE LEPER. 

Part II.—Luke v. 13. 

In the miracle just considered we have abundant 

matter for useful and instructive reflection. In 

the leper we have exhibited a striking exhibition of 

the moral state of every sinner. Sin is spiritual 

leprosy, and with this melancholy disease all the 

human race are affected. Like the leprosy, it is 

internal defilement, it pollutes the breath and lips, 

and throws its disgusting scaly foulness over every 

faculty and power of the soul. It is connected 

with great pain, — it is rapid in its progress, — it 

separates man from God, and all that is holy in this 

life; and unless cleansed, renders him only fit for 

the dark and terrible sepulchre of the second death. 

It is dreadfully infectious, for one sinner destroyeth 

much good. No human antidote has ever been 

discovered. All who have attempted to pro¬ 

vide a specific, such as philosophers, poets, and 

legislators, have utterly failed. Jesus is the only 

one who can restore from this spiritual leprosy. He 

can effect it completely by his omnific touch, by 

his almighty word. If he says to the sinner, “thy 

sins are forgiven,” they are all cast as a stone into 

the depths of the sea. If he say “be healed” or, 

“be thou made whole,” a man whose sins were as 

scarlet are as wrool, though red like crimson, they 

are as white as snow. And he is as willing as he 
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is able. For this end did he come into cur world, 

that he might save sinners, — that he might seek 

and save that which was lost. Let the poor sin- 

stricken leper fall down before him, and in the 

exercise of faith earnestly solicit his saving aid, 

and he will assuredly say, 441 will, be thou clean.” 

June 20. 

CHRIST RESTORING THE WITHERED 

HAND. 

Stretch forth thy hand.—Mark iii. 5. 

Jesus, as he went into the synagogue, met 

with a man who had a withered hand: his misery 

attracted the overflowing compassion of the Sa¬ 

viour, and he at once contemplated the restoration 

of the useless and cumbrous limb: Jesus therefore 

said unto him, 44 Stretch forth thine hand.” Now 

the command at first appears unreasonable; for 

if the hand were withered, the poor man had 

lost ail power over it, and the volitions of his 

mind could not affect it. Rut the man did not. 

reason thus: his ear caught the divine mandate, 

and his heart at once harmonized with it; he 

made the effort, and his hand was at once made 

whole even as the other. Therefore, we are 

instructed that whenever Christ commandeth, he 

also imparts the power necessary for obeying the 
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command; hence, when he said “ Stretch forth 

thine hand,” the necessary ability was given; the 

blood began to circulate through its frozen chan¬ 

nels, the muscles began to soften and relax, and 

the energy of life was experienced in the dead 

member; and thus the man put it forth, and it 

was perfectly restored. Now, in like manner, when 

God commands us to repent, he only requires the 

consent of our own hearts to this, and our repent¬ 

ance shall be free, and genuine, and acceptable 

in his sight. When he says to the sinner, Believe 

the record given of my Son, if the heart cordially 

and affectionately attempts the reception of the 

record, the full power to believe it shall be expe¬ 

rienced, and the soul shall exclaim, <s Lord, I do 

believe,” and shall thus be saved. If the Lord 

call upon us to pray, to seek his face by fervent 

supplication — if but our inability be expressed 

before God — if we can only say, <s Lord, teach 

us how to pray,” yet the spirit of prayer and the 

grace of supplication shall be poured out upon 

us, and with fervour we shall be enabled to sup¬ 

plicate ; and acceptance shall be the happy result. 

When God speaks to us, he never withholds the 

ability necessary either for doing or suffering his 

holy and blessed will. 

! 
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June 21. 

CHRIST RAISING THE WIDOW’S SON. 

Now when he came nigh to the gate of the city, there was 

a dead man carried out, the only son of his mother, 

and she was a widow.—Luke vii. 12. 

A funeral procession, is a solemn spectacle at 

any time. To behold a fellow being borne to 

his long home, to the place of silent darkness, 

where the inhabitants shall remain undisturbed till 

the resurrection of the last day. Some funeral 

scenes are far more affecting than others. In cases 

of old age, after severe and protracted sickness, 

death seems a desirable refuge, and we do not 

wonder, when we see the evening of years, followed 

by the setting sun of life. But we are struck, when 

in the midst of health, and maturity, the fatal 

arrow should be commissioned, and that the sun 

should go down, while it is yet only noonday. Now 

this was the case with the funeral procession which 

arrested the attention of Jesus. He was a young 

man, and to render the matter still more affecting, 

it is said, that he was an only son, and the only son 

of a widow. How mysterious, and incomprehen¬ 

sible are the ways of God to man. The aged, in¬ 

firm, and dependant widow is spared, while the 

young man, in all his strength, and vigour, is cut 

down. How it admonishes us not to reckon on 

continued life, under any circumstances. Who can 

tell what a day may bring forth ? It is said, that 
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cc much people ” followed in the mourning train. 
No doubt they were astonished, and deeply affec¬ 
ted by the death of this young man. And it is 
not improbable, that he had been an amiable youth, 
and therefore his loss would be lamented bv all. 
Besides, how befitting that they should manifest 
their kindest sympathy towards the aged, weeping 

widowed mother. Let us not forget, that it is 
written, “ Rejoice with those that do rejoice, and 
weep with those that weep.” 66 Bear ye one another’s 
burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ.” 

June 22. 

CHRIST RAISING THE WIDOW’S SON. 

Part II.—Luke vii. 12. 

When Jesus beheld the melancholy proces¬ 
sion, and saw the deeply afflicted mother, he had 
compassion on her. The scene affected his tender 
heart. He perceived not only the external evi¬ 
dence of sorrow in her countenance, but he also 
knew the depth of anguish with which her soul 
was now afflicted. We do not wonder that Christ’s 
compassionate soul was moved; for it was com¬ 
passion that brought him from heaven, and that 
characterized all he said and effected on earth; 
and it is compassion which now distinguishes his 
mediatorial work in glory. Jesus therefore said 
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to the woman, iC Weep not: ” then he touched 

the bier, and arrested it in its course. No doubt 

universal amazement would now seize the asto¬ 

nished multitude. Then, with his almighty voice, 

he spake, and said, “ Young man, I say unto 

thee, Arise.” The voice reached the regions of 

death; the young man heard and felt its omnific 

power; the spirit resumed its habitation; the heart 

began to heave, and warm, and dilate; the blood 

circulated, the eyes opened, and he sat up, and 

spake to those around him: and now the miracle 

is concluded by Jesus giving him back to his 

mother. He might have employed him in his 

service — made an apostle or evangelist of him 

sent him forth as a preacher from the dead; but 

his mother had need of him; he was given back 

to her, that he might be her solace in old age: 

and as compassion to her arrested the Saviour, 

and commenced the miracle, so now compassion 

gave the last finishing-stroke to this splendid and 

divine scene. In this miracle we have a striking 

proof of Christ’s power and Godhead. What an 

illustration of his being truly The Resurrection 

and the Life! — what a solid basis is laid for 

believing hope, as to the great and final resur¬ 

rection ! Happy are all they who are interested 

in the saving compassion of the Son of God. 
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June. 23. 

THE WINDS AND WAVES SUBJECT TO 

CHRIST. 

What manner of man is this, that even the winds and the 

seas obey him.—Matt. viii. 27. 

After the numerous and fatiguing labors of the 

day, Jesus sought temporary refuge, and repose, in 

a small fishing vessel. Very soon after they pushed 

from land, a great storm arose, insomuch that they 

appeared in imminent peril of being lost. The fears 

of the disciples were exceedingly excited, and after 

using all necessary means for their security, they 

apply to Jesus. Jesus was asleep, his wearied frame 

was refreshing itself,with nature’s sweet restorative, 

balmy repose. He had no guilt, he was conscious 

of his purity, and also of his lordship and universal 

power, therefore was a stranger to agitation and 

dread. They awoke him, and said, “Lord save, we 

perish.” Here we see an exhibition of unbelieving 

fears. Perish ! why, had they not been witnesses 

of Christ’s omnific power, and did they not believe 

him to be the Son of God ? Perish ! why, not 

not unless the Saviour perished too, for he was in 

the vessel with them. Still, it is pleasing to observe, 

that although they were full of fears, as to perishing, 

yet they seem to display some faith at least, in 

Christ’s ability, for to him they repair, and his aid 

they solicit. Jesus, who remained undisturbed, by 
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the boisterous elements of nature, is at once awak¬ 

ened by the cries of his disciples. And now having 

arisen, in all the majesty and greatness of his God¬ 

head, he rebukes the turbulent waves, and hushes 

the tempestuous winds, into a perfect calm. In or¬ 

dinary cases, it requires several days, before the 

agitation of the waters, can subside after a storm, 

but no sooner does Jesus speak, than a calm is effec¬ 

ted in an instant, and the furious waters, are smooth 

and plain, as the surface of the polished mirror. 

June 24. 

THE WINDS AND WAVES SUBJECT 

TO CHRIST. 

Part II. — Matt. viii. 27. 

Having surveyed the miracle itself, we must be 

struck with the power which is invested in Christ. 

What power ! to bind down the terrific storm — to 

hush the tempest’s roar — to calm the raging seas ! 

Here too, Jesus displayed his illimitable authority. 

Well indeed has the Apostle said, “that by him 

all things consist, and he upholdeth all things by 

the word of his power. How easily too can Jesus 

effect his purposes. He spake to the winds, and 

his voice was heard and felt, and instantly obeyed. 

Yes, he who four thousand years before, had said 

let there be light) and light was, now says, peace be 
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still, ‘and there was an instant calm. From the 

storm on the Galilean lake, let us turn our atten¬ 

tion, to that which arises in the convicted sinner’s 

breast. When the eyes have been graciously 

opened to see the evil of sin, and the dreadful 

peril to which it exposes its unhappy victims; how 

proper, that application should be made to Christ; 

how proper, that earnest prayer should be offered, 

“Lord save, we perish.” And so sure as Jesus 

liveth and arose, and hushed to silence the tempest, 

so sure will he speak pardon to the guilty com 

science, and peace to the troubled breast. We are 

also reminded by the miracle, of the condition and 

circumstances of Christ’s church. Like the little 

fishing boat, the church is on the restless sea of 

life exposed to tempests and storms, and often ap¬ 

parently in a perishing condition. But this is her 

security, Jesus is on board, therefore we will not 

fear, “though the waters thereof roar and be 

troubled, though the mountains shake with the 

swelling thereof.” The Lord of Hosts is with us, 

the God of Jacob is our refuge. 

“ The church like a ship, may by tempests be tost. 
On perilous seas, but cannot be lost, 
Tho’ Satan enrages the wind and the tide. 
The Scripture engages, the Lord will provide.” 
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June 25. 

CHRIST THE PLANT OF RENOWN. 

I will raise up for them a plant of renown. -Ezek. xxxiv. 29. 

Christ is often presented to us in a metaphorical 

manner by the prophets. Hence earth, and seas, 

and skies, have been the subjects of research, to 

set forth the glories of the Redeemer’s person, and 

the infinite importance of his work. The figure 

employed by Ezekiel, is that of a plant, a plant 

raised up of distinguished renown. Isaiah when 

referring to Jesus, observes, “ And there shall come 

forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a branch 

shall grow out of his roots.” And Jeremiah also 

says, “Behold the days come saith the Lord, that 

I will raise unto David a righteous branch, and a 

king shall reign and prosper.” Now the metaphor 

of a plant seems to convey to us an idea of the 

lowly appearance of Jesus. He is not described as a 

lofty cedar, but as a lowly tender plant. “ He shall 

grow up as a tender plant, and as a root out of a 

dry ground.” And this was accomplished to the 

very letter — his parentage, birthplace, his appear¬ 

ance, occupation, and his retinue all accorded with 

that humiliating prophecy. But, the figure also 

seems to denote the hidden or unrevealed character 

of Christ. The chief part of a plant is concealed, 

hidden from the eye of observation under ground* 
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Now in the humble form which Jesus assumed, was 
concealed all the glories of the Godhead. He 
appeared as a mere man, the subject of poverty, 
and of human scorn, was accounted as nothing be¬ 
fore men, yet the uncreated and majestic attributes 
of Deity all belonged to him. In the lowly taber¬ 
nacle of his flesh, dwelt all the fulness of the God- 
nead bodily. How differently did Jesus appear to 
God, angels and men. Jehovah viewed him with 
infinite complacency and love. Angels gladly 
descended and left their glorious seats to minister 
to him as their glorious Lord. While to men he 
appeared to have no inviting form, or attractive 
comeliness, thev saw no beauty in him, that he 
should be desired. 

June 26. 

CHRIST THE PLANT OF RENOW'N. 

Part II.— Ezeh. xxxiv. 29. 

However men might undervalue and despise 
the Saviour, and however he might humble and 
abase himself before them,yet it had been predicted 
that he should attain to distinguished celebrity, and 
that he should be a plant of renown. Keeping the 
metaphor before us, let us see for what this Plant 
is justly renowned. This Plant is medicinal, and is 
renowned for its unrivalled virtues. From this is 
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extracted the true balm of Gilead,—it contains a 

specific for every spiritual ill and woe of life — it 

is fallen nature’s grand catholicon — the soul’s 

restorative, and its leaves are for the healing of the 

nations. There is no malady of the sin-sick heart, 

however deep-seated, malignant, or fatal in its 

tendency, that is proof against its healing power. It 

is renowned also for unbounded fruitfulness. Some 

plants are merely valued on account of their beau¬ 

teous form and texture, or the fragrant odoriferous 

scent they yield, but this plant yields fruit of the 

most precious kind, and in the greatest possible 

abundance. All the events of Christ’s life, all his 

offices, all he did and taught, yield to the believing 

mind, food of which the world knows nothing: 

pardon, peace, adoption, holiness, comforting grace, 

and eternal life, are the produce of this renowned 

plant. It is renowned for its perpetual verdure and 

cooling shade — it is an evergreen, its leaves never 

fade, and its virtues never fail, and under the cool¬ 

ing shade of this plant, the contemplative soul sits 

with great delight. Finally this plant is renowned 

for its vast extent and its eternal perpetuity. This 

is emphatically the bread-fruit tree for a starving 

world. Its branches are only bounded by the cirr 

cumference of the globe itself. It is designed for the 

benefit of all the nations that dwell on the earth ; 

and after myriads of human beings have enjoyed 

ts virtues on earth, it shall yield paradisical der 
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lights to the glorified spirits before the throne of 

God for ever and ever. 

June 27. 

CHRIST THE PLANT OF RENOWN. 

Part III.—Ezek. xxxiv 29. 

It will be seen it is also predicted, that this plant 

should be raised up. Now it was in some respects 

raised up, or made prominent, in the ancient types 

and ceremonies of that Levitical economy, as it 

pleased God in that way to keep up a lively expec¬ 

tation of the promised Messiah. The same also 

may be said of the promises and prophecies which 

were renewed from time to time But this plant 

was literally raised up at his incarnation. It was 

then that the Lord God of Israel raised up an 

horn of salvation in the house of his servant Da¬ 

vid. Then it was that Simeon exclaimed, “ Mine 

eyes have seen thy salvation.” This plant was 

raised up also at his baptism. Now he came forth 

from privacy, and entered upon his great mission 

and glorious work. Now the Father placed his 

broad seal upon him, and called upon the world to 

receive him as his beloved Son, in whom he was 

well pleased. But, he wras especially raised up on 

the cross. It was here that the great sacrifical 

undertaking was effected—it was here that he was 

to be lifted up, that he might draw all men unto 

him. “As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wil- 
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demess, even so was the son of man lifted up, that 

whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but 

have everlasting life.” The renown of Jesus is 

inseparably connected with his cross. This is to 

be the centre of attraction to all people, and the 

only object of his church’s glorying through all 

generations. The renovation of the world is to 
be effected by the power of the cross of Christ. 

June 28. 

CHRIST THE PLANT OF RENOWN. 
Part IV.—Ezek, xxxiv. 29. 

As Jesus was raised up at his incarnation, 

baptism, and on the cross, so also he was raised 

up at his resurrection from the*dead. He was 

raised up on the cross that he might be cut 

down : Earth and hell combined to destroy this 

renowned plant. And he was cut down — cut 

down publicly—cut down amidst the execrations 

of the maddened, blood-thirsty populace —- cut 

down by the express authority of the blinded 

Jewish hierarchy—cut down amidst the rejoicings 

of fallen spirits; for this was emphatically the 

hour of darkness — cut down amidst the weepings 

and wailings of his disciples and the daughters of 

Jerusalem — cut down to the astonishment of the 

angels of heaven—cut down amidst the darkening 

of the sun, the rending of the temple’s veil, the 
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cleaving asunder of rocks, and the opening of the 

sepulchres of the dead — cut down a spectacle to 

devils, and angels, and men. But he was not 

cut down for ever; for on the third day he was 

raised from the dead, according to the Scriptures, 

and thus obtained his resurrection’s power and 

glory. This plant was also raised up at Christ’s 

ascension into heaven: from heaven he came, and 

when he had finished his work on earth, he re¬ 

sumed his station, and has sat down on the right 

hand of the Majesty on high. He is also con¬ 

stantly raised up by the preaching of the Gospel: 

to preach the Gospel is to exhibit this plant, 

extol its healing virtues, and persuade men to 

partake of its saving efficacy — to cry aloud: — 

“ O that the world would taste and see 
The rifches of his grace : 

The arms of love that compass me 
Would all mankind embrace ! ” 

Finally this plant will be raised up in the praises 

of the redeemed for ever. His name shall be 

great through all the ages of eternity, and he shall 

be blessed for ever and ever. The subject ol 

the eternal contemplations and of the eternal song 

of the innumerable company of the skies will ba 

the plant of renown. 

“ The whole celestial glorious throng 
Before his feet will fall. 

And join in one harmonious song, 
And crown him Lord of all! ” 
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June ‘29. 

CHRIST THE DESIRE OF ALL 

NATIONS. 

The desire of all nations shall come.—Hagg. ii. 7. 

This prophecy evidently relates to the Re¬ 

deemer: to no other person was it ever appli- 

cable. In Jesus there are ample reasons why all 

nations should thus desire him. The announce¬ 

ment of the woman’s seed to bruise the serpent’s 

head excited in our first parents an ardent desire 

for his appearance; and hence when Cain was 

born, Eve seems to have imagined that the pro¬ 

phecy was now realized, hence she exclaimed, 

“ I have gotten a man — the Lord.” To Abra¬ 

ham, afterwards, the promise was renewed, and 

he looked forward by faith and saw Christ’s day, 

and was glad. Prophets and kings were alike 

expectants of the appearance of the illustrious 

Messiah, and he was the burden of prophecy and 

the substance of promises for thousands of years. 

At the time of Christ’s birth the expectation 

became more intense and general: there was now 

universal peace throughout the mighty Romaic 

empire, and the Jewish dispensation seemed ladec 

with years, waiting only to be superseded by an¬ 

other oeconomy. Philosophers of all nations ana 

countries had been trying numberless expedients 

to stem the torrents of crime and wrretchedness 
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which seemed to overspread the world; but every 

scheme failed, and every plan proved abortive : 

hence the depth of their misery and the help¬ 

lessness of their condition seemed to cause nature 

itself to groan after some deliverer from this 

bondage of corruption. At length Jesus did 

appear; and his doctrines, and his precepts, and 

the ordinances and the blessings which he commu¬ 

nicated, were all of such a character as to render 

him worthy of universal acceptation, and to show 

all men that his religion was eminently adapted 

to be the religion of the whole world. 

June 30. 

CHRIST THE DESIRE OF ALL 

NATIONS. 

Part II. — Hagg. ii. 7. 

Christ ought truly to be the desire of all 

nations, because he has to communicate what all 

nations require. He has knowledge to diffuse; 

and all nations require this: he alone can give 

that true light to man, by which his spirit can 

be emancipated from the thraldrom of ignorance 

and error : he makes them acquainted with them¬ 

selves — their misery, their peril, and their only 

remedy, too: he enlightens man, as to his present 

state, as to his real capabilities, and as to the eternity 
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which is before him. He brought life and immor¬ 

tality to light. Christ has pardons to dispense; 

and all nations require these: all nations are 

guilty—none righteous, no, not one; all men 

are guilty before God — this guilt involves tre¬ 

mendous consequences — it exposes to eternal 

death; and Jesus came to pardon the guilty, and 

he died, and arose from the dead, that remission 

of sins might be preached to all nations. He 

has holiness to impart; and all men need this: 

human nature is not only guilty, but defiled also 

— universally corrupted and unclean: now Jesus 

came to save men from their sins, and to cleanse 

from all unrighteousness, and thus restore man¬ 

kind to the favour and image of God. Then he 

has solid happiness to (jive; and all men desire 

this: man in every region of tne earth desires 

to be happy; and Jesus came to bestow universal 

peace and joy to a miserable world. And his 

kingdom, when implanted in the heart, is “righ¬ 

teousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.” 

Finally, all men have an impression of an immor¬ 

tality : he came to bring it to light, and to offer 

eternal life. Yes, he hath clearly revealed to us 

another and a better world. He hath made known 

the certainty of the spirit’s existence after death, 

and hath assured us of the resurrection of the 

body at the last day. And he came to redeem 

both body and soul, and to confer upon them 

unending blessedness and eternal life. Ought 
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not Jesus, then, to be the desire of all nations ? 

As his first advent was universally expected, there 

is a period predicted when all nations shall be 

blessed in him and shall call him blessed. Yes, 

his name shall be great, from the rising unto the 

setting of the sun, and the whole earth shall be 

filled with his glory. The Lord hasten it, in his 

time. Amen. 

“ For him shall endless prayer be made. 

And princes throng to crown his head, 

His name, like sweet perfume shall rise 

With every morning sacrifice. 

People and realms of every tongue. 

Dwell on his love with sweetest song, 

And infant voices shall proclaim 

Their early blessings on his name. 

Blessings abound where’er he reigns. 

The pris’ner leaps to lose his chains. 

The weary find eternal rest. 

And all the sons of want are blest. 

Let every creature rise and bring, 

Peculiar honours to our King, 

Angels descend with songs again. 

And earth repeat the loud Amen.” 
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July 1. 

JESUS THE KEEPER OF HIS PEOPLE. 

The Lord is thy keeper.—Psalm cxxi. 5. 

The condition of believers on earth is one of 

weakness, and danger: they are poor pilgrims pas¬ 

sing through this desert world,— 

“To fairer worlds on high.” 

In themselves they have no strength to perform the 

duties devolving upon them, much less have they 

any might to contend against their powerful and 

numerous adversaries. How delightful is it then 

to reflect that they are not left to their own resour¬ 

ces. How cheering to be able to say <£ The Lord 

is on my side, the Lord is my keeper.” All that 

the believer has, is kept by the Lord. Their per¬ 

sons are always precious in his sight; the very hairs 

of their head are all numbered. Ide does not suffer 

their 7eet to be moved. Pie preserves their going 

out, and their coming in. The sun smites them 

not by day, nor the moon by night. He keeps them 

from all evil, and he blesses them for evermore. 

Then their souls are the objects of his especial 

solicitude and care. These he hath redeemed with 
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the inexpressible price of his precious blood. And 

he cannot but prize, what he hath so dearly bough-t. 

Yes, he is their invincible shield, from the attacks 

of the devil. He blesses their souls with the con¬ 

stant supplies of his grace, and matures them for 

everlasting life. Then their faith and hope are also 

in his keeping. In his mercy they trust, and in him 

do all his people hope. They commit by faith and 

hope, all their immortal concerns into his hands, 

until that day. Their faith he strengthens and 

increases, by the supplies of his grace. And having 

begun the good work, he performs it until the day 

of Christ. Their hope he invigorates and brightens, 

irradiates their celestial path, and makes it brighter 

and brighter, unto the perfect day. Shall we not 

then, commit the keeping of both body and so ill, 

into his hands, in well doing, as unto a faithful 

Creator. 

“ Jesus protects ; my fears begone ! 

What! can the Rock of Ages move ? 

Safe in thy arms I lay me down. 

Thy everlasting arms of love,” 

July 2. 

CHRIST OUR WISDOM. 

Who of God is made unto ns wisdom.—1 Cor. i. 30. 

The Apostle in the twenty fourth verse, repre¬ 

sents Jesus, both as the wisdom and power of God. 
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Wisdom is one of those titles, which especially 

belongs to him. All the treasures of knowledge 

and wisdom are with him, for he is God allwise. 

Now, all that indicates design and skill in nature, 

providence, and grace, is the effect of his wisdom. IBut it is to the influence of his grace on the minds 

of his people, that we are now directed. He is 

made unto them wisdom. The human heart is 

ignorant, destitute of all saving knowledge. Man 

knows not himself, nor the blessed God, nor Jesus 

Christ whom he hath sent. It is Christ who opens 

his darkened eyes, and illumines his benighted 

understanding. He 'makes the soul to feel its 

fallaciousness and error. He exhibits the foolish¬ 

ness of its pursuits, and also its own inadequacy to 

obtain satisfactory and permanent good. And he 

makes him wise unto salvation. As our wisdom, 

Christ leads the soul to seek the chief g*ood, to pur¬ 

sue the most important and glorious realities, and 

to lay a good foundation against the time to come. 

Never can we be said to be wise, till we are Christ’s, 

and Christ is ours. Then also for all the purposes 

of spiritual life, Christ is our wisdom. He leads 

us into all the knowledge of his will. He teaches 

our feet to walk safely, and our hands to labour 

with success. He makes us more intimately 

acquainted with ourselves, with our duties, with our 

privileges, and with our blessings. He makes us 

wise in all his will, and word, and thus raises the 

mind from one degree of wisdom and knowledge 
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to another, until we are made meet for the realms 

of eternal day. By close and unbroken fellowship 

with Christ, let us seek after higher attainments of 

spiritual wisdom and understanding. Let us take 

a whole Saviour to our souls, for every purpose of 

salvation. In him is wisdom for our every exigency, 

and his Holy Spirit is pledged to lead us into all 

truth. 

July 3. 

CHRIST OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

And Righteoustiess.—1 Cor. i. 30. 

Jeremiah when prophesying of Christ, says, 

“ And this is the name by which he shall be called, 

the Lord our Righteousness.” (Jer. xxiii. 6.j 

Christ is righteousness in every sense of the word, 

His will is the only rule of righteousness — his 

nature was the essence of righteousness — his life 

was righteousness embodied. Righteousness living, 

speaking, and acting, in all places, and under all 

circumstances. He is the prince of righteousness 

— he came to bring in an everlasting righteousness 

— his throne is a throne of righteousness—and his* 

rule and dominion is a reign of truth and right¬ 

eousness. But he is the righteousness of his people. 

In him alone have they justifying righteousness. 

They have no righteousness to present before God, 

therefore cannot be just in his sight. But by faith 
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in Jesus, the just one, who is the mediator between 

God and man, God can, and does justify them freely 

from all things, and considers them, and treats with 

them as righteous before him. Yes, the Lord is 

well pleased with all who believe in him, for his 

righteousness sake, who magnified the law, and 

made it honorable. Then there is internal righ¬ 

teousness, righteousness of heart and life, and Christ 

is also the source and author of this. His precious 

blood cleanseth us from all sin. He sprinkles the 

clean water of spiritual influence on the foul pol¬ 

luted hearts of those wrho believe in him, and he 

writes his law upon the hallowed tablets of their 

souls, and then they run in the way of his ordinan¬ 

ces and statutes, with delight. He is also the 

Righteousness of all the services of his people. 

God cannot accept of any sinful, or even imperfect 

service. Frail man cannot present a perfect offer¬ 

ing to God. How then are our services accepted ? 

Through the righteousness of Christ. He stands 

as Mediator between God and us. God can treat 

with his righteous Son, and through him with us. 

And Jesus, by his all meritorious righteousness, 

renders our otherwise totally unworthy services, 

acceptable to the Father. Thus our obedience is 

accepted; thus our praises and prayers are all 

accepted ; and thus, through Christ’s righteousness, 

do we constantly stand accepted of God. Let us 

beware of self righteousness; let us remember, 

a righteousness is indispensable, and thus may we 
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be constrained to trust alone to Christ, who is our 

righteousness, strength, and salvation. 

“ Jesus, thy blood and righteousness, 

My beauty are, my glorious dress ; 

’Midst flaming worlds, in these array’d. 

With joy shall I lift up my head.” 

July 4. 

CHRIST OUR SANCTIFICATION. 

And Sanctification.—1 Cor. i. 30. 

Sanctification commences wrhen the soul is 

regenerated, when we are born again by the incor¬ 

ruptible seed of the word of God. Now this quick¬ 

ening of the soul is the work of Jesus. He is the 

resurrection and life of his people. For says the 

Apostle to the believers at Ephesus, “You hath he 

quickened who were dead in trespasses and sins.” 

It is when his voice is believingly heard, that the 

principles of the new and spiritual life are imparted. 

Sanctification includes conformity of the soul to 

God. It is the setting apart of its faculties and 

powers to the service and glory of God. Christ’s 

holy life is the model of our sanctification. As we 

live to him, and in resemblance of his holy example5 

are we sanctified befoie God. When we grow up 

i nto the image of his spiritual likeness, then is the 

work of sanctification advancing within us. Tb* 
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grace by which this is effected is communicated 

from Christ. His grace alone is sufficient for us. 

We bear fruit, by being in him as the living vine, 

and deriving nourishment and strength from him. 

By believingly beholding his glory, we are changed 

into the same image from glory to glory, as by the 

spirit of the Lord. Entire sanctification is the 

soul’s perfect resemblance to Christ’s moral likeness, 

to which we are ardently to aspire, and which con¬ 

stitutes the meetness for the inheritance of the saints 

in light. As this work is commenced by Jesus, 

and as he carries it on through all its progressive 

stages, so he will bring on the head stone, amidst 

acclamations of grace, grace unto it. Let us keep 

his name constantly before us; a life of sanctification 

can only be carried on by looking unto Jesus, who 

is the Author and Finisher of our faith. Let us 

avail ourselves of all the sanctifying ordinances of 

his house. Read and meditate on the sanctifying 

truths of his word. And fervently, with all prayer, 

constantly seek the sanctifying influences of his 

Holy Spirit. 

July. 5. 

CHRIST OUR REDEMPTION. 

And redemption.—I Cor. i. 30. 

This redemption includes our souls being freed 

from the curse of the law, our bodies from the do- 
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minion of death, and the complete deliverance 

both of body and soul from the wrath to come. In 

each case Jesus is the redemption of his people. 

Hence concerning the soul’s deliverance from the 

curse of the law, it is said, 44 Christ hath redeemed 

us from the curse of the law, being made a curse 

for us.” (Gal. iii. 13.) Hence also we are said to 

be justified, through the redemption that is in 

Christ Jesus. (Rom. iii. 24.) Then as it respects 

the redemption of the body from death, Christ is 

emphatically styled the 44 Resurrection and the life.” 

He has engaged also, that all who believe in him, 

shall have everlasting life, and he will raise them 

up at the last day. (John vi. 40.) The Apostle 

therefore states, that believers, having the first fruits 

of the Spirit groan within themselves, waiting for 

the adoption, that is to say, the redemption of their 

bodies, Christ by his own resurrection, has become 

the pledge, and the glorious first fruits, of the re¬ 

surrection to eternal life, of all who believe in him 

Then Jesus is our redemption also, both of body 

and soul from the wrath to come. Hence it is said, 

44 He hath redeemed us to God,” that is, both to his 

favour and image, and also to his presence and eternal 

glory. It is also stated that 44 He hath obtained 

redemption for us, and that the gift of God is 

eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Christ 

is our redemption, by cheerfully becoming our sub* 

stitute and receiving in himself all the due demerit 

of our sin. Hence it is said that he cave his life. 
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that he gave himself, and also that he redeemed us 

by the shedding of his blood. In each case the 

sense is obviously the same, and clearly teaches the 

important truth of Christ’s substitution in our room 

and stead, that by his incarnation we might be par¬ 

takers of the Divine nature, — that by his poverty 

we might be made rich,—that by his bondage, 

mockery, and sorrows, we might have freedom, 

dignity and joy, — and that by his death upon the 

cross, we might have everlasting life. 

“ Then, then our full redemption be, 

Exerting all thy power to save, 
i 

And swallow up mortality. 

And raise our dust out of the grave; 

Author, and sum of heavenly bliss. 

Thee let our souls and bodies prove, 

Implung’d in that unknown abyss. 

That ocean of redeeming love.” 

July 6. 

CHRIST THE REFINER. 

And he shall sit as a Refiner.—Malachi iii. 3. 

Christ is obviously intended in this prophecy, 

and it quite accords with the Apostle’s description 

of the end of Christ’s coming, <c Who gave him¬ 

self that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and 

purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of 

good works.” (Tit. ii. 14.) Christ’s refining, is the 
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purifying of his people, the removal of all dross, 

and alloy, and imparting unto them those holy 

qualities, which will render them fit for the most 

honorable purposes on earth, and finally meet for 

the inheritance of the saints in light. The Gold 

of Christ’s church is not pure, until he hath sat, 

and brought it through the refining process. How 

then does he do this, in what way does he act as the 

refiner of his people ? His truth is refining. The 

words of his mouth are pure words, and they 

enlighten the eyes, and exert a cleansing power 

over the heart and life. Hence he prayed to his 

Father, and said, “ Sanctify them through thy 

truth, thy word is truth.” His Spirit is refining. 

Hence that blessed agent is called the Holy Spirit, 

not only because he is essentially holy, but also 

because all holiness is the result of his influences. 

The Spirit refines, by leading the mind into all 

truth, and by applying the blood of Jesus to the 

conscience, which cleanseth from all sin. Hence 

in reference both to the truth and the Spirit 

conjointly, the Apostle says, “Ye have purified 

your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit. 

(1 Pet. i. 22.) Christ refines by afflictions. He 

brings his people into the furnace, and by causing 

them to pass through the fires, he makes them to 

lose the rlross and tin of sin. He himseif, is said 

to have been made perfect through sufferings, and 

though no chastening for the present is joyous, but 

grievous, yet afterwards, it yieldeth the peaceable 
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fruits of righteousness to them, who are exercised 

thereby. 

July 7. 

CHRIST THE REFINER. 

Part II.—Malachi iii. 3. * 

We have said, that Christ refines his people by 
his truth, by his Spirit, and by afflictions. It is by 
afflictions, that many of the graces are matured, 
^nd that the soul is conformed to the suffering 
Redeemer. Hence it. is written, “tribulation 
worketh patience, and patience experience, and 
experience hope; and hope maketh not ashamed.” 
And again, “ if children, then heirs; heirs of God, 
and joint heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer 
with him, that we may be also glorified together.” 
As the refiner, Christ possesses every requisite 
qualification, necessary for the work. His skill is 
infinite: he knows the nature of his materials. 
What they should lose, in what they are deficient, 
and what is requisite for their complete salvation. 
Then his experience is extensive. He has suffered, 
and knows the nature of every variety of affliction 
to which we are exposed. Poverty, reproach, 
tribulation, anguish, and death itself, were all en¬ 
dured by himself. Then his tenderness is unboun¬ 
ded. He ~ not only knows the true nature of our 
sorrows, but he is “touched with the feeling of our 
infirmities.” The attack of Saul upon the primi- 
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five Christians, was felt by Jesus, when he said 

“ Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me His ten¬ 

derness being such, he will not allow our sufferings 

to be injurious, nor our temptations to be stronger 

than we are able to bear, nor will he ever leave us to 

the scorching influences of the fires, but when we 

are tried, bring us forth as gold. It is said, “he shall 

sit as a refiner,” that is, he shall watch the whole 

process; he shall heat, or cool the furnace as cir¬ 

cumstances require, and when he beholdeth the 

design accomplished, and his own image clearly 

reflected, he will then bestow the crown of glory 

that fadeth not away. 

July 8. 

CHRIST IN THE HOUSE OF SIMON. 

And he went into the Pharisee’s house and sat down to 

meat.—Luke vii. 36. 

Jesus was the instructor of all classes of the 

people. We find him ministering the word of life, 

both to the high and the low, both to the rich and 

the poor, to publicans and sinners, and also to the 

Pharisees. On this occasion a man of the name of 

Simon invited Jesus to become his guest. Simon 

was a Pharisee, and pharisees in general were 

Christ’s greatest enemies, to this there were how- 

eter some interesting exceptions, amongst them 
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was Nicodemus, and also the person before us. 

It happened while Jesus was in the house, that 

a woman who had formerly been a notorious sinner, 

having heard that Christ was there, came unto him 

and stood behind Jesus weeping, washing his feet 

with her tears, and kissing them, and anointing 

them with precious ointment. Simon greatly mar¬ 

velled, and spake within himself thus, “ This man 

if he were a Prophet, would have known who and 

what woman this is.” Jesus reading his heart and 

knowing all the workings of his mind, then address¬ 

ed to him the interesting parable of the two debtors, 

and then on the ground of this woman’s supreme 

affection, justified her conduct to him, and said 

unto her “ thy sins are forgiven, thy faith hath saved 

thee, go in peace.” Having glanced at the narrative, 

we cannot fail to be struck with the condescension 

and with the grace of the Saviour. He came not 

to call the righteous but sinners to repentance; he 

came to seek and to save that which was lost; and 

the most vile and wretched were invited freely to 

participate of his favor and salvation. We see in 

this woman an exhibition of sincere and genuine 

repentance. How great must have been the 

change, to have so completely softened the heart of 

one so callous and hardened by a life of deep-toned 

criminality; what humility, what affection to Jesus 

she manifested, what holy boldness to display her 

affection in the presence of a haughty Pharisee. 

How cheering and consolitary must Christ’s address 
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have been to her. And all who come to him in 

this manner he will bless with the token of his 

mercy and grace. Let us beware of the spirit oi 

the Pharisees, and rather rejoice when poor prodi¬ 

gal souls return to God, seeing that the lost are 

found, and they who were dead are alive again. 

July 9. 

CHRIST RESTORING THE IMPOTENT 

MAN. 

Jesus saith unto him, rise, take up thy bed and walk.— 

John v. 8. 

At the pool of Bethesda, there was an erection 

of five porches for the reception of afflicted persons, 

who at a certain season repaired thither, that after 

the troubling of the water by the Angel of the Lord, 

they might step in and be made whole. At this pool 

there lay a man who had been afflicted for thirty- 

eight years, and who it seems had attended at the 

troubling of the waters every year; but it was only 

those who first stepped into the stream who received 

its marvellous restorative influences, and some one 

else had always stepped in before him; so that 

now in addition to a deep rooted infirmity and 

growing old, he must also have nearly lost all 

hope of ever receiving the benefit of the healing 

waters. Happy for him that Jesus passing by saw 

him in his truly pitiable circumstances, and address¬ 

ing him said, 44 Wilt thou be made whole?” and 
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afterwards he said unto him, <£ Rise take up thy 

bed and walk.” Now observe, the miracle was 

effected by Christ's Almighty Word, he did not assist 

him into the stream, he did not use any medical 

means, he did not even lay his hands on him. 

He speaks to him, and at the sound of his voice the 

disease was rebuked, and left him. The miracle was 

instantaneous. A disease of more than thirty years of 

painful experience, was banished in a moment, and 

instantly a healthy influence was diffused throughout 

his whole frame. The miracle was self-evident. 

There could be no deception in the matter. The 

man must have been well known; his impotency 

was of necessity obvious to all. Well, Christ com¬ 

mands him to rise, and he makes the effort, and 

eas ily accomplishes what he had not been able to 

do for years. Christ commands him to walk, and 

now he is able to move without difficulty. He 

is ordered to take his bed and bear it away, and he 

obeys the astounding mandate, and he who had 

been weak and helpless throughout, has now per¬ 

fect ability both in his arms and feet, and is made 

every whit whole. O the wonders of the Redeem¬ 

er’s power and grace! Truly he was the Christ* 

the Son of God 
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July 10. 

CHRIST'S IMPORTANT QUESTION 

APPLIED. 

Wilt thou he made whole ?—John v. 6. 

The question proposed to the man at Bethesda, 

Jesus proposes to every sinner by his Gospel. But 

to understand and appreciate it, it is necessary that 

we be reminded of our naturally diseased condition. 

Those that are whole need not a physician, but 

they who are sick. Then we ask, are you sensible 

of your spiritually afflicted state by sin ? That the 

whole mind is affected by the painful and dangerous 

malady of iniquity,—that your disease is hereditary, 

derived from the first human pair,—that it is deep- 

seated, and has grown up with you, and has been 

increasing in virulence every year, —that it is ioo- 

fully dangerous, exposing its wretched victims to the 

dreadful miseries of the second death, — that it is 

incurable by human expedients. No man can tho¬ 

roughly understand it, much less heal it. It is of 

the greatest importance that you should know and 

deeply deplore the plague of your own hearts. 

Then we ask, will you be made whole? A physi¬ 

cian there is, a healing balm is provided: nothing 

but your hearty acquiescence is necessary to effect 

a perfect cure. This physician is Christ, the balm 

is his precious blood, in which we have forgiveness, 

escape, sanctification and eternal life. Will you 
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believe in its efficacious influences, and cordially 

apply it to your sin-sick soul. “If thou belie vest 

with all thine heart, thou shalt be saved,” — if you 

come trusting in his blood, you shall feel guilt re¬ 

moved, conscience pacified, and you shall have 

holy access to God in this life, and finally stand in 

his glorious presence in the life which is to come. 

Will you then be made whole ? — made whole in 

Christ’s way, on Christ’s gracious and simple terms, 

made whole now; “For behold now is the accepted 

time, and behold now is the day of salvation.” 

July 11. 

CHRIST FEEDING THE FIVE 
THOUSAND. 

Jesus said unto them, they need not depart, give ye them 
to eat.—Matt. xiv. 15. 

Jesus had been actively engaged in teaching 

and blessing the people, until the shadows of eve¬ 

ning were encompassing the multitudes with whom 

he had been surrounded. Besides, having been 

with him for several hours, the people were ready 

to faint for want of food. Jesus, who possessed a 

body possessing all our sinless infirmities and weak¬ 

nesses, knew the state of the people, and had com¬ 

passion upon them. The disciples had already 

in treated Jesus that the people might depart—that 
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they might go into the neighbouring villages and 

obtain food, seeing that they were in a desert place. 

But Jesus said, “They need not depart; give ye 

them to eat.” Now the number of the multitude 

was about five thousand, besides women and chil¬ 

dren. It was obvious that it would require a large 

stock of provision to satisfy the demand of a single 

meal, for so great a number: so the disciples re¬ 

minded Jesus that all the food they possessed con¬ 

sisted only of five loaves, and two small fishes. How 

totally inadequate were these to meet the wants of 

the great multitude: there would not have been a 

single grain for each person, seeing that these very 

loaves were most probably nothing more than small 

cakes, or biscuits, of a few ounces each. But with 

Christ all things are possible. So Jesus said to the 

disciples, “bring them hither to me.” In the hands 

ot the disciples these loaves and fishes were of no 

avail in the case of the exigency now before them: 

but in Christ’s hands they were all-sufficient—they 

were as the seed-corn of that abundant supply 

which he was about, in his munificent goodness and 

almighty power, to provide. “ Who hath despised 

the day of small things ? ” Jesus did not: ana we 

are called to see these five cakes and two fishes so 

multiplied by his blessing, as to satisfy the immense 

multitude which now surrounded him. 
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July 12. 

CHRIST FEEDING THE FIVE 

THOUSAND. 

Part II. — Matt. xiv. 15 — 21. 

Jesus, having received into his sacred hands the 

five loaves and fishes, commanded the multitude to 

sit down. Most likely he did this, first, that the 

whole might have an opportunity of receiving a 

supply—that the number who did thus eat might 

be clearly ascertained; and, finally, that the miracle 

might be clearly wrought in the sight of them all. 

Besides, in this way confusion would be avoided, 

and order, the unvarying law of God, would be 

beautifully exhibited. It must indeed have been a 

striking scene, to behold a hundred rows, or lines, 

consisting of fifty persons in each, all waiting, in 

breathless silence, to receive from the hands of 

Jesus a supply of food for their almost fainting 

bodies. Now, the prefatory process being finished, 

the Saviour, with the provisions in his hands, lifted 

up his eyes to heaven, gave thanks, blessed, and 

brake it. What an exhibition of grateful devotion 

did Jesus thus manifest ! How constantly did he 

honour his heavenly Father, and what an example 

hath he thus left us in the reception of the smallest 

benefit, to sanctify it by prayer and thanksgiving 

to God ! With many, thanksgiving is only offered 

at the principal meal, as if the minor bounties o£ 
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heaven were totally undeserving of our grateful 

acknowledgments. Let the example of Jesus ever 

impress upon our minds the necessity of constantly 

seeking the divine glory, and “ in every thing to 

give thanks.” Jesus now delivered the broken food to 

the disciples, that they might bear it to the people. 

And was it not soon exhausted ? — did it last until 

they had passed the first row of fifty persons ? So 

far from this, they went forth, and, by Christ’s 

almighty, creative, and multiplying power, it in¬ 

creased as they distributed it, and they went from 

rank to rank, until the whole five thousand, besides 

women and children, were filled. 

i. • 

July 13. 

CHRIST FEEDING THE FIVE 

THOUSAND. 

Part III.—Matt. xiv. 15—21. 

Having noticed the plain facts connected with 

this astounding narrative, let us now consider the 

leading traits of the miracle itself. First we observe 

that it was a divine miracle. No power less than 

that of Jehovah could possibly have effected it. 

If it requires the blessing of God to make the seed 

take root in the earth, to grow, and thus supply the 

wants of the sower, was it not as obviously neces¬ 

sary, that the same omnipotence should be exerted, 

in multiplying a few cakes and two fishes, so as to 
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form an abundant supply for several thousands of 

hungry persons. O yes, every one must have been 

convinced, that in this was displayed the finger of 

God. This was also a benevolent miracle. Indeed 

all Christ’s miracles except one were of this des¬ 

cription. He came not to curse, but to bless; not 

to destroy, but to save. He did once curse, but 

it was merely a tree, a barren tree, one utterly 

worthless, one which was without a proprietor, and 

therefore none could be injured by it. No, he 

exerted not his power to scatter desolation, terror, 

and death, but blessings, happiness, and life. The 

people before him began to feel a necessity for food, 

and he who had made them, and whose large and 

munificent hand supplies the wants of every crea¬ 

ture was bountifully opened unto them. Then the 

miracle was obvious and incontrovertible. There 

could not be any deception practised upon them: 

they saw the five loaves and two fishes, they wit¬ 

nessed while he blessed, and brake, and supplied the 

disciples with them, and they all ate, and they were 

all filled, and perfectly satisfied, so that they had 

all that demonstration could present, of the reality 

of the miracle wrought. Those who may dispute 

its authenticity, had better try to deceive five thou¬ 

sand hungry persons by some pretended miracle, 

and if they succeed, then this also may be doubted. 

But of all the miracles Christ wrought none were 

more self-evident and palpable than this, — *hey 

law, they ate, and were filled. 
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July 14. 

CHRIST’S LESSON OF FRUGALITY. 

Gather up the Fragments that remain, that nothing he 

lost.—John v. 12. 

How surprising must it have been to the multi¬ 

tude, that after five thousand had been fed, from 

five loaves and two fishes, that any thing should 

remain, when they all had eaten and were filled. 

Yet so it was, that after they had all been amply 

supplied, that twelve baskets of fragments were 

gathered, a quantity many fold more, than what 

they had at first to supply the people. Herein 

we perceive, that the blessing of God can make 

a small amount meet any extent of exigencies in 

his creatures. But Christ also hath taught us in 

the gathering of these fragments, the necessity of 

strict frugality. Why be so frugal, you ask, when 

the provision was so wonderfully provided, and so 

superabundant ? Because God is the Author of 

plenty, but not the patron of extravagance and 

waste. He wishes his mercies to be used and en¬ 

joyed, and not squandered and lost. Whatever divine 

wisdom and power have been exerted to produce, 

ought to be rightly appropriated, and is surely 

worthy of our thankful reception. What is extra¬ 

vagantly wasted, would go far to meet all the wants 

of the distressed poor. Thus our means of libe¬ 

rality would be extended, and we should be enabled 
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to enjoy more of the sweetest of all luxuries, that of 

resembling the God of benevolence, and enjoying 

die ecstatic and divine pleasure of doing good. We 

should be frugal, because we are only stewards, and 

not the proprietors of what we possess. And what 

a fearful account will those have to render to God, 

who have wasted the blessings imparted to their 

care, while they have been surrounded by so many 

fit objects of compassion and mercy. Above all 

remember, that Christ who could have filled the 

desert with the bread of heaven, as he did to the 

thousands of Israel, would not allow a fragment of 

it to be wasted, but employed his rightful authority 

and said, “ Gather up the fragments, that none of 

them be lost.” He is both our example and Lord, 

let us therefore feel how necessary it is to Christian 

consistency, that we follow his steps. 

July 15. 

CHRIST’S LESSON OF FRUGALITY. 

Part II.—John v. 12. 

Christ’s injunction of frugality, ought to be re¬ 

membered by those who have the management of 

our domestic affairs, let not even the crumbs of our 

ubles be wasted. The remains of our meals, if 

cleanly and carefully preserved, will be very accep- 

,aole to those who are truly in want. But may we 
v 
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not apply this injunction to dress? Ought we not 

to avoid unnecessary and costly apparel ? Christ¬ 

ians have none of those foolish and vain objects 

before them, which are so eagerly pursued by the 

world. The Apostle reinindeth us, that women 

professing godliness, should adorn themselves in 

modest apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety, 

not with broidered hair, or pearls, or costly array. 

Those who have put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 

are adorned with the robe of salvation, may well 

dispense with the world’s gaudy tinsel apparel, that 

is worn by those who have nothing better to put 

on. Ought we not also to be frugal of our time. 

We are exhorted to be found redeeming the time. 

Time is so inexpressibly valuable, that its precious 

moments should be laid out in those pursuits, 

which by their connection with the soul and eter¬ 

nity, have a pressing demand upon our solemn 

attention. Yes, a period will come, when the value 

of the very fragments of time, will be to each of us 

beyond all comprehension. To seek first the king¬ 

dom of God for ourselves, and then the diffusion of 

saving knowledge to those around us, is obviously 

the great and chief end of human life. The Sa¬ 

viour’s injunction may apply in the general, to out 

means and money. By avoiding the misapplication 

of them to frivolous and vain purposes, and by con¬ 

stantly seeking to glorify God, with body, soul, and 

property, which are all of them rightfully his. 

Frugality must be cultivated always in connection 
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with the fervent desire, that we may be more ex¬ 

tensively benevolent, and useful to our fellow men. 

One said, — get all you can — save all you can — 

and give all you can. 

July 16. 

CHRIST’S MIRACLE OF THE LOAVES 

AND FISHES APPLIED. 

And they that had eaten were about five thousand men, 
besides women and children.—Matt. xiv. 21. 

Having previously noticed the leading parti¬ 

culars in this miracle, let us now attempt its profi¬ 

table application. In the multitude collected in 

the desert, we have a striking representation of the 

moral condition of the human family. The whole 

of Adam’s posterity are in a desert world, starving 

for the bread of life, and there is no human expe¬ 

dient, by which their immortal wants can be sup¬ 

plied. In the provision miraculously provided by 

Jesus, we have a beautiful exhibition of the abun¬ 

dance prepared for this world, in the blessed gospel. 

Yes, in the gospel, an abundance of the spiritual 

^ bread of life is provided. And like that bread, 

multiplied and bestowed upon the thousands in the 

desert, it is freely and gratuitously delivered through 

the medium of the ministers of Christ, to a dying 

world. In the fragments remaining, we see the 

all-sufficient amount of spiritual blessings, trea- 
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sured up in the Saviour. Giving, cannot enrrpov- 

erish an infinite store; witholding, cannot enrich 

him, whose rsources are boundless and eternal. 

Myriads have eaten and been filled, and myriads 

more may come and welcome, seeing that there 

“ Is enough for all, enough for each, 

And enough for evermore.'’ 

But there must be personal participation. We 

must receive the bread of life, and feed upon it 

by faith. To hear the gospel, and thus to be near 

to the Saviour, is not enough, we must possess it 

for ourselves. We must live by faith on the Son 

of God, and feel that he hath loved us, and given 

himself for us. 

“ This precious food my heart revives, 

What strength, what nourishment it gives ; 

O let me evermore be fed, 

With this divine celestial bread.” 

Having felt the preciousness of the Saviour’s grace 

ourselves, let us invite our famishing neighbours to 

come to Jesus, that they also may have life, and 

have it more abundantly. 

July, 17. 

CHRIST THE CAPTAIN OF SALVATION. 

Captain of their salvation,—Heb. ii. 10. 

When Joshua stood before Jericho, and lifted up 
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his eyes, he beheld a man over against him with 

his sword drawn in his hand: Joshua asked, art 

thou for us, or for our adversaries ? And he said 

nay, but as captain of the host of the Lord am I 

come; and Joshua fell on his face and worship¬ 

ped him. And who was this illustrious perso¬ 

nage ? surely none other than Jesus, the captain of 

our salvation. There is now a great and momen¬ 

tous war raging, — it is between heaven and hell, 

between God with his host elect, and Satan with the 

powers of darkness. It is whether iniquity, or 

holiness is to prevail; whether the rule of God, 

or the dominion of Satan is to triumph. It is 

whether the usurper shall possess our earth, and 

make it the theatre of his rebellion and crimes, or 

whether God shall possess it, and reign over it in 

righteousness and truth. Where Satan reigns, he 

spreads ruin and death abroad,—he rules but to 

destroy, — his subjects are the victims of appalling 

wretchedness, and heirs of endless and irreme¬ 

diable woe. To crush this adversary of God and 

man, and rescue from his grasp the souls of men, 

was one great design of the advent of Jesus. For 

the Son of God was manifested, to destroy the 

works of the devil. All human beings are con¬ 

cerned in this tremendous conflict. There are 

only two mighty parties; Satan is the head and 

ruler of the one, Jesus is the leader and captain of 

the other. From the entrance of sin into our 

world to the present moment, the warfare has been 
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carried on; and it is likely to continue, until the 
devil shall finally be bound and cast into the bot • 
tomless pit. All the holy angels in heaven, and 
all the righteous saints on earth, are engaged with 

Christ, and are warring against Satan and the 
powers of hell. Christ is the head, the captain of 
salvation. Let us ascertain if we are enlisted in 
his cause, enrolled under his banner, and are en¬ 

gaged in fighting the good fight of faith. 

July 18. 

CHRIST THE CAPTAIN OF SALVATION, 

Part II. —Heb. ii. 10. 

Christ as the captain of salvation is possessed 
of every possible attribute for effecting his glorious 
achievements. His knowledge and skill are un¬ 
bounded. He knows all connected with the adver¬ 
saries of his people; their malignity, number, 
power, and all their movements are ever before 
him,—he knows how to frustrate their schemes, 
how to subvert their machinations, and how to ren¬ 
der totally harmless all their attacks, His know¬ 
ledge is so unerring, and so universal, that he can¬ 
not be mistaken, surprised, or discomfited. His 
courage is unexampled. The stoutest hearts have 
sometimes trembled,—the bravest have sometimes 

feared. Jesus never knew what the fear of man, 
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or devils was. Knowing all things from the be¬ 

ginning, — knowing the united power of his foes, 

“He sitteth in the heavens and laughs at his 

enemies, he holdeth them in derision.” His power 

is illimitable. No created intelligence can rightly 

understand the thunder of his power, — he can do 

every thing, which it is not inconsistent for him to 

do. All things are upheld by the astounding arm 

of his power,—he is the omnipotent and invincible 

Jehovah of hosts. His resources are infinite. Those 

engaged on his side can never want any good 

thing. He opens his wide and liberal hands, and 

supplies the wants of every living thing. The 

soldiers of the cross he furnishes with food and 

raiment, and he teaches them how to fight, his 

strength is made perfect in their weakness, and 

he makes them more than conquerors over all their 

enemies. As the captain of salvation he is ever 

present with his troops to lead them onwards, and 

to protect, and bless them. And as the captain of 

salvation, he will conduct the immortal hosts ol 

conquering redeemed spirits to realms of eternal 

glory. And to all who overcome under his Kan 

ners, he will give to sit down with him o; his 

throne, as he overcame and sat down on his 

Father’s throne. 

“ Courage.” your Captain cries. 
Who all your toil foreknew. 
Toil ye shall, yet all despise — 
I have o’ercome for vou.” 
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July 19. 

CHRIST THE SUN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS 

The Sun of Righteousness. Mai. iv. 2. 

The sun is one of the most striking images by 

which the glory of the Saviour can possibly be re¬ 

presented. Indeed, it is one of the most sublime 

of all the creatures of God. It seems to possess 

the highest place in the material world, being the 

centre and ruling monarch of the whole. Now, 

Jesus, of whom the sun is so beautifully an emblem, 

has a pre-eminence over all creatures and over all 

worlds. Other intelligences may be high and lofty, 

but he is the w,ost high. His nature is infinitely 

above theirs: his name is above every name: and 

his throne is in the highest heaven, even the 

heaven of heavens. He is the centre of the uni¬ 

verse — the exalted monarch, whose sceptre is 

swayed over all worlds. The sun also is the great 

source of light: Christ is truly the light of the 

world : whatever is termed the instinct of animals 

by which they are regulated, and answer the end 

for which they wTere created, is commui>‘~ated from 

him: the light of reason and intelligence which 

distinguishes and elevates man in the *oale of 

being, is imparted by him : the truths of revelation 

are the emanations of his glorious mind : the spiri¬ 

tual light which chases away the darkness of moral 

night from the mind, and introduces the day of 
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grace into the soul, is communicated from him 

alone. The light of heaven, the resplendent glory 

of the celestial temple, is entirely derived from 

him. “ The city had no need of the sun, neither 

of the moon, to shine in it; for the glory of God 

did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof.” 

(Rev. i. 23.) How glorious is Jesus, when thus 

considered. Without him, universal chaos and 

darkness would reign. Earth and heaven, men 

and angels, alike depend upon his bright and irra¬ 

diating beams. 

“ In darkest shades if he appear. 

My dawning is begun : 

He is my soul’s bright morning star. 

And he my rising sun ! ” 

July 20. 

CHRIST THE SUN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

Part II. — Mai. iv. 2. 

Christ, as the Sun of Righteousness, is not only 

the source of light, but also of heat. Of the natu¬ 

ral sun it is said, ct There is nothing hid from the 

heat thereof.” The heart of man is cold and 

frozen : all his affections are benumbed by spiritual 

paralysis. Christ alone can impress, and soften, 

and melt the spirit. When he speaks, then our 

hearts burn within us: when he sheds his love 



332 GOLDEN POT OF MANNA, 

abroad in our souls, then its constraining influences 

fill us with an ardent flame of affection towards 

him, and, in holy ecstacy, we exclaim, 44 We love 

him, because he first loved us.” Christ, as the 

sun, is also the source of life and fruifulness. The 

absence of his genial influence produces winter, 

when the vegetable world falls into a state of steri¬ 

lity and death. The return of his warming rays pro¬ 

duces spring, and all nature revives, and the sterile 

scene buds and blossoms as the rose. Where Christ 

shines not, it is winter, ail is sterility and death. 

There is no fruit yielded to God. The heart pre¬ 

sents one gloomy and fruitless scene, unless it be 

the briers and thorns of iniquity, which are natural 

to the soul, and which renders it only fit for des¬ 

truction. But when Jesus sheds his rays abroad, 

the soul is resuscitated, the ground of the heart is 

softened, the fertilising influence is communicated, 

and the torpid desert spirit, becomes the garden of 

the Lord, filled with all the growing plants of 

righteousness, to the glory of his grace. Christ as 

the Sun, is also the source of heauty. It is only by 

the diffusion of his rays, that nature is adorned 

with all her rich variety of shades and hues, and 

becomes one variegated scene of beauty and lo -eli- 

ness. And the diversity of colors which flowers 

and plants display, arises from their absorbing a 

different quantity of the peculiar properties of light. 

How forcibly this applies to Jesus. All the beauties 

of righteousness, all the graces and virtues of the 
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Christian character are derived from him. He 

transforms the mind into his own likeness, from 

one degree of glory unto another, until the soul is 

adorned with all that loveliness, which will render 

it meet to be transplanted to the fair and unfading 

regions of the paradise above. 

July 21. 

CHRIST THE SUN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS 

Part III.—Mai. iv. 2. 

Christ as the Sun is distinguished also for the 

joy and comforts his beams diffuse abroad. It is 

pleasant to behold the natural sun, to bask in the 

warming beams of the orb of day. When he sets, 

all nature appears clothed in drooping melancholy, 

and when he arises, the hills and vales and trees, 

all seem to be gladdened and to rejoice. Then the 

animated creation bound into action, and the fea¬ 

thered choristers, in ten thousands diversified an¬ 

thems fill the air with melody and joy. So when 

Christ shines into the mind, then the racking anxi¬ 

eties of fear and despondency are expelled, then the 

night of spiritual distress terminates, and then 

dawns the happy morning, that introduces into the 

heart, peace and joy in the Holy Ghost through be¬ 

lieving; then the soul can arise and rejoice for the 
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glory of the Lord has arisen within it. This sun is 

styled the sun of Righteousness. He is the foun¬ 

tain of all righteousness; the light which emanates 

from him is pure and hallowed light; the life he 

produces is a life of spiritual excellence, a life of 

holiness to the Lord. The fruit which he causes 

his people to bear, is fruit of righteousness, and the 

beauty he confers, is the reflected beauty of his own 

purity; and the joy which he imparts is not the 

foolish and carnal joy of the pleasure taker, or the 

prosperous worldling, but the joy of the spirit, a 

peace from God, and which resembles the peace he 

enjoys, seraphic, heavenly, and divine. 

“ Eternal sun of righteousness. 

Display thy beams divine. 

And cause the beauties of thy face 

Upon my heart to shine. 

Light, in thy light, O may I see. 

Thy grace aud mercy prove, 

Reviv’d and cheer’d and blest by thee. 

The God of pardoning love.” 

July 22. 

CHRIST RESTORING BARTIMEUS. 

And Jesus said unto him receive thy sight.—Luke xviii. 42 

Wherever Jesus went there were always objects 

of misery, ready to receive his compassionate and 
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miraculous aid. As he was journeying to Jericho* 

his ears were assailed by the importunate cries of a 

blind beggar, named Bartimeus. Hearing the 

sound of numerous footsteps he enquired of the 

crowd what it meant, and was informed that Jesus 

of Nazareth was passing by. Then he earnestly 

cried out, “Jesus thou Son of David have mercy 

on me.” That part of the multitude which pre¬ 

ceded Christ, rebuked him, that he should hold his 

peace, but then he cried the more, the more ear¬ 

nestly, the more loudly, “ Thou Son of David have 

mercy on me.” Jesus heard the supplication, and 

stood still, and said, “ What wilt thou that I should 

do unto thee ? ” And he said, “ Lord that I may 

receive my sight.” Then did Jesus say unto him, 

“Receive thy sight, thy faith hath saved thee.” In 

the misery of Bartimeus, we have a striking exhi¬ 

bition of fallen sinners, — blind, poor, and necessa¬ 

rily wretched. However intelligent men may be in 

matters of science, or literature, as to spiritual 

things, they are totally ignorant, they are really and 

absolutely blind. And however deplorable natural 

blindness may be, spiritual blindness is infinitely 

more lamentable. With the one there mav be the 

enjoyment of the favour and love of God, but to 

the wicked there is no peace, for the face of the 

Lord is set against them. And as natural blind¬ 

ness is often accompanied by poverty and misery,, 

so also is darkness of mind. Sinners are not only 

blind, but wretched, and poor, and naked. They 
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are strangers to all real good, and possess not any 
of the solid and abiding riches of the mind. Like 
Bartimeus, they have to rely on human resources 
for all their aid, and upon an uncertain fleet¬ 
ing world for all the imaginary good which they 

possess. 

July 23. 

CHRIST RESTORING BARTIMEUS. 

Part II.—Luke xviii. 42. 

Happy for Bartimeus that Jesus passed that 
way; otherwise he might have remained in dark¬ 
ness to the day of his death. Plappy for the blind 
and wretched sinner, that Jesus came to seek, and 
to save that which was lost: otherwise the darkness 
of the mind would have settled down into the 
blackness of darkness for ever. It was for the hap¬ 
piness of Bartimeus, and it is not less for the 
happiness of every man, that Christ was manifested 
to remove human woe, and to destroy the works of 
the devil. Bartimeus availed himself of the event 
of Christ’s passing to solicit mercy. And the doc¬ 
trine of the gospel is this, that Jesus is nigh unto 

them who call upon him. Yea, that “the word is 
nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart, 
that is the word of faith which we preach.” But 
Christ’s mercy must be solicited, — solicited earn¬ 

estly, with all holy importunity, and in faith. Bar- 
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timeus received Jesus of Nazareth as the Son of 

David, as the long expected Messiah, as the King 

of Israel. And a reception of Jesus by us is indis¬ 

pensable to the obtaining of his favour and forgiving 

love. If thou believest in him with all thy heart, 

thou shalt be saved. In supplicating Christ’s aid 

opposition may be expected. The multitude at¬ 

tempted to silence Bartimeus, they cried, “hold 

thy peace,”—they knew not his misery, they cared 

not for his welfare. And whoever came to Jesus 

that was not thus assailed? Sceptics will cry hold 

your peace, religion is a fable, an invention of 

men, a gross delusion. The profane will say, hold 

your peace; eat, drink, and be merry, and let reli¬ 

gion take care for itself. The worldling will cry, 

hold thy peace; gold is the principal thing, be 

anxious for wealth, for money answereth all things. 

The formalist will cry hold your peace, why be so 

earnest, live decently, and worship reverently, and 

profess a little religion and all shall be well. Woe 

be to the man that hearkens to these enemies of 

our welfare, to these destroyers of our happiness. 

Conscience says, cry for mercy. The word says, 

cry for mercy, and the heralds of the cross are 

directed to assure you that, “ Whosoever shall call 

upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 
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July 24. 

CHRIST RESTORING RARTIMEUS. 

Part III.—Lukexviii. 42. 

Bartimeus cried the more, when the people 

said, hold thy peace. 4nd this was necessary, or 

his voice would have been lost in the clamour of 

the people. So, when hindrances from Satan or 

from men present themselves, it is then absolutely 

indispensable that with increasing earnestness wre 

should cry the more, and thus agonizing press 

through the strait gate, and seize the kingdom of 

heaven by prayer, seeing the violent take it by 

force. Thus it was that Jesus was arrested in his 

course, and stood still; and on hearing the request, 

he said, <c receive thy sight.” So will it be with the 

earnest seeker of mercy, Christ will hear, he will 

not turn away his face from them, but will most 

readily grant them their requests, and bless them 

with his salvation. He said to Bartimeus, “thy 

faith hath saved thee,” Not that faith itself could 

give the sightless eyeballs light, — but faith saved 

him instrumentally, by laying hold of Christ’s com¬ 

passion and power, and thus receiving from Jesus 

the necessary efficiency. So it is that faith saves 

the soul. Jesus is the depository of all spiritual 

blessings,—in him is pardon, peace, and righteous¬ 

ness, and eternal redemption. By receiving Jesus, 

we therefore receive all that is treasured up in him, 
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and all that he is, and has becomes ours. Faith 

brings the soul into happy contact with the Lord, it 

lays hold of his merits, it extracts the virtue from 

his person and work, and by it, we obtain all 

spiritual blessings in Christ Jesus. Have you thus 

believed in Jesus? Has he said to you, receive your 

sight ? Have you experienced his redeeming power 

and saving grace ? Do you know in whom you 

have believed ? Are you now light in the Lord, 

and like Bartimeus have you arisen to follow in his 

steps, and to glorify God, if so,— 

“ Let heart and tongue attune his praise 
Through the remainder of your days. 
And when you join the powers above. 
Your souls shall better sing his love.” 

July 25. 

THE SCAPE GOAT A TYPE OF CHRIST. 

And Aaron shall lay both his hands upon the head of 

the live goat, and confess over him all the iniquities of 

the children of Israel and all their transgressions in all 

their sins.—Levit. xvi. 21. 

How very strikingly was Jesus exhibited in the 

appointment of the ordinance of the Scape Goat. 

But the figure would not have been perfect, had 

not there been, in connection with the Scape 

Goat, a Goat which was slain, the blood of which 
z 
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was to be put upon the altar, by which atonement 

was made for the people. Let us then confine our 

thoughts for a few moments to the Scape Goat. 

We are reminded first of the substitution of Christ 

in the place of sinners. Ihe sins, iniquities, and 

transgressions of the people were figuratively put 

upon the head of the Scape Goat, and then it was 

dismissed into the wilderness, and was never more 

seen. Now this receives striking illustration from 

such passages as the following. ££ He hath made 

him to be sin for us who knew no sin.” (2 Cor. v. 

21.) ££ The Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of 

us all.” (Isaiah liii. 6. 9.) ££ Behold the lamb of 

God who taketh away the sins of the world.” (John 

i. 29.) In these as well as in many other passages, 

the substitution of Jesus is very clearly taught, 

and unless thus interpreted, they speak the lan¬ 

guage of ambiguity itself. Moses and the prophets 

taught and warned men, and were appointed as 

leaders of the people, but never is it said of any 

but Jesus, that ££ he died for the ungodly ” that he 

is the ££ sacrifice for sins, &c.” And this substitu¬ 

tion of Jesus has made ample satisfaction for sin. 

All the claims of holiness, justice, and truth have 

been fully met, the law has been magnified and the 

inexpressible price of his infinitely precious blood 

has been paid for our redemption. God in the 

harmonious exercise of all his illustrious perfections 

can be the just God as well as the justifier of the 

ungodly, who believeth in Jesus. In this substitu* 
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tion sin has been fully punished, and therefore the 
sinner may be freely saved. 

July 26. 

THE SCAPE GOAT A TYPE OF CHRIST. 

Part II. Levit. xvi. 21. 

In reference to the Scape Goat we notice fur¬ 

ther, that all sorts of sins were placed upon his head 

and borne away. Hence three words are used, 

“ Iniquities, ” probably referring to original depra¬ 

vity, “ Transgressions,” violations of the positive 

law, and “ Sins,” omissions of God’s holy com¬ 

mands. But perhaps intended more particularly 

to shew that sins of every kind were thus atoned 

for. Now Jesus has made a real atonement for 

every species of sins, transgressions, and iniquities. 

Hence he proclaimed “ that all manner of sin and 

blasphemy should be forgiven unto men.” Hence 

also, by faith in Christ, “we are justified from all 

things.” As all sorts of sins were laid on the Scape 

»: Goat, so also the sins of all the congregation was 

thus borne away. Now the sacrifice of Jesus ex« 

tends to the whole world, and to every man. He 

is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours on¬ 

ly but also for the sins of the whole world.” (1 John 

ii. 2.) Observe finally the way in which the bene¬ 

fits of the Scape Goat’s substitution were received. 
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Aaron was to lay his hands upon the head of the 
Goat and to confess over him all the iniquities and 
transgressions of the people. How expressive of 
that genuine repentance and faith, by which we re¬ 
ceive all the saving benefits of the sacrifice of 
Christ. If we say that we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves and the truth is not in us, but if we con¬ 
fess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us 
our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

“ My faith would lay her hand 

On that dear head of thine. 

While like a penitent I stand. 

And there confess my sin 

Believing, we rejoice. 

To see the curse remove; 

We bless the Lamb with cheerful voice. 

And sing redeeming love.” 

July 27. 

CHRIST HEALING THE BLIND 
AND DUMB DEMONIAC. 

Then was brought unto him one possessed with a devil, 

blind and dumb, and he healed him.— Matt. xii. 22. 

How diversified, aggravated, and numberless 
are the effects which sin has produced on the 
human race. All the maladies of the body and 
all the miseries of the mind are to be traced to 
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this one source. In the case before us, we have 

a melancholy exhibition of human wretchedness 

and suffering — one who was possessed with an 

evil spirit, constantly under the overpowering influ¬ 

ences of a devil—no longer free to act as a reason¬ 

able, intelligent being, but constantly acting under 

the supernatural energies of an unholy, malignant 

spirit. The effects of this possession we have 

already specified — for he was blind and dumb. 

How truly deplorable must have been his state — 

a stranger to all the beauties of creation, and 

incapable of holding intercourse with society. 

Either of these maladies exclude from most of the 

rational enjoyments of life; when combined, they 

must have formed the climax of human woe. 

Happy, however, for him that he was brought to 

Christ. His maladies rendered him dependent 

for this to others; for he could not have found 

Jesus, or known of him but for others. And what 

was the result ? Why, Jesus exerted his compas¬ 

sionate, almighty power, and healed him. Nothing 

is said of the way and manner, and this is of 

inferior moment; but it is said that he healed him, 

so that he both spake and saw. Darkness was 

rolled away from his sightless eye-balls, and his 

tongue was loosened, and, as a matter of course, 

the hellish demon was cast out. We are reminded 

in this case of the condition of sinners under the 

influence of Satan, and ignorant of God, and 

speecnless as regards his gloiy and praise. Divine 
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grace illuminates the mind, expels the reigning 

foe, and fills the mouth with songs of thankfulness 

to the God of salvation. Let it be the earnest and 

constant solicitude of believers, to bring their sin- 

sick friends and neighbours to Jesus. Attention to 

the souls of men is a beautiful evidence of the 

reality of our own conversion and acceptation with 

God, 

July 28. 

CHRIST BLESSING LITTLE 
CHILDREN. 

And he took them up in his arms, put his hands upon 

them, and blessed them.—Mark x. 16. 

The tender regards of Christ embraced every 

description of character; he came to bless all ranks 

and degrees of men. We do not wonder, therefore, 

that little children did not escape his favourable 

notice. God has planted in the human breast a 

strong attachment to offspring. Under this feel¬ 

ing, no doubt, a number of affectionate mothers 

acted, when they brought their children to Christ. 

It seems the disciples wished to prevent their 

access to Jesus, which when he perceived, he said 

“ Suffer little children to come unto me, and forbid 

them not, for of such is the kingdom of God."’ 

<c And then he took them up in his arms, and put 
his hands upon them, and blessed them.” Little 
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children obviously suffer much on account of sin. 

Before they can possibly have been guilty of actual 

transgression, they are liable to the most painful 

diseases, and even to death itself. We cannot ‘ 

doubt, however, but that all little children who 

thus die, are introduced into everlasting glory, “for 

of such is the kingdom of God.” No doubt the 

blood-shedding of the Second Adam, the Lord 

from heaven, has amply provided for their salvation, 

and through his super-abounding grace, they are 

all heirs of eternal life. As being thus included 

in the arrangements of mercy, it is the duty of 

Christian parents to bring them to Christ. For 

what purpose were children of old brought to him ? 

To be blessed. And this they received, for he 

took them into his heavenly arms, and placed his 

gracious hands upon them, and blessed them. We 

cannot now bring our children to the bodily pre¬ 

sence of Jesus, but we can bear them up before 

the throne of grace. We can supplicate his bles¬ 

sing by fervent prayer. And, in the exercise of 

faith, we can intercede for his spirit and blessing 

to rest upon our offspring. 

July 29. 

CHRIST BLESSING LITTLE 

CHILDREN. 

Part II.— Mark x. 16. 

There are many reasons which ought to mduca 



346 GOLDEN POT OF MANNA, 

us to feel deeply for our children’s welfare, and as 

far as possible to bring them to Christ. We ought 

to do so, because of the perils which will surround 

them, so soon as they can distinguish between good 

and evil. They cannot long breathe the tainted 

atmosphere of this depraved world without being 

affected with the disease of sin. Moral evil is pre¬ 

sented in such diversity of form, and with such 

powerful attractions, that nothing but the special 

grace of Jesus can preserve them from its deploring 

effects. We ought also to bring them to Christ, 

because of our professed love to them. To regard 

only their bodies and temporal comforts is all that 

can be expected from those who are strangers to 

God. But Christians must surely value most of 

all, and love with greatest intensity the immortal 

spirit, the imperishable jewel, of which the body 

is only the material casket. Love to their souls is 

the soul of love. We ought also thus to bring them 

to Christ, because of our solemn responsibility, 

and the account we shall have to surrender at 

the last day. They are our children, committed 

to our care, entrusted to our attention : we must 

finally give up our trust to God. But how awful 

will it then be for us, if they have been vile, and 

we have restrained them not —r if they have been 

treated merely as animal beings, whilst their im¬ 

mortal concerns have been totally neglected. 

Finally, we ought to bring them to Jesus, because 

we may indeed expect his favourable regards and 
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blessing. Hannah gave Samuel to the Lord, and 
he accepted him, and crowned him with his favour 

and blessing. The mothers in Israel brought 

their children to Christ, and he received them 

freely, and laid his hands upon them, and blessed 

them. We also, in like manner, may confidently 

expect his approbation and blessing. 

July 30. 

CHRIST THE DOOR. 

I am the door.—John x. 7. 

Jesus has a peculiar claim to the metaphorical 

title here expressed. In reference to every thing 

that relates to the happiness and dignity of man 

here, or to his advancement in felicity and glory 

to come, he is the door, the only way of access. 

Consider man as an alien or outcast, a wandering, 

dying rebel against his God, and then Jesus is the 

only door, or way of access, to the divine favour 

and family. It is when we come to God, exer¬ 

cising faith in his Son, that we are accepted of 

him, are freely justified, and have the privilege 

of becoming his adopted sons. To his spiri¬ 

tual house Jesus is the only door. God will not, 

and, by reason of his eternal spotlessness, cannot 

treat with us but through the person of the Lord 

Jesus Christ. Jesus is also the door to all the 

privileges of his church. By union to the head 
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only can we derive that spiritual nourishment which 

the members of the mystical body require. By 

faith in Jesus, we have an evangelical right to all 

the privileges and immunities of his people. Then 

all is ours, — the word, the Gospel preached, the 

promises recorded, the precious ordinances, and 

the all-essential influences of the Spirit, are all 

ours. Then may we dwell in his banqueting-house, 

and sit down at his table with great delight; Jesus 

is also the door to communion with the Father. 

To God, there is but one way of access, and 

that is by his Son. Whether it be by prayer, or 

meditation, or praise, we only can approach Jeho¬ 

vah, and hold intercourse with him by coming 

through this door. Jesus, too, is the only door to 

eternal glory. He is the way into the holiest place 

of all. By him we come to God graciously now, 

and by him we shall enter into the paradise above, 

for, as our forerunner, he hath passed before us, 

taken possession of heaven for his people, and waits 

to receive them unto himself, that where he is, 

there they may be also. 

July 3J. 

CHRIST THE DOOR. 

Part II.—John x. 7. 

We have seen that Jesus is the door to the 

aivino favour and family, to the privileges of the 
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Church on earth, and to the glories of the Church 

in heaven. Now, as the way of access, Jesus is a 

constantly open door. He became the door from 

the instant the first promise was announced, and 

he has been the open door from that period to 

the present time. The way to God has not been 

closed for a single moment. During the thousands 

of years that have rolled onwards in their changing 

course, he has remained fixed in his mediatorial 

office, and has changed not. How blessed is the 

consideration that, whether by day or night, the 

seeking sinner can never find this door of hope 

closed against him. Then he is also a door for all. 

None have been excluded from God’s compas¬ 

sionate regards, for he hath loved the world, and 

Jesus is the propitiation for the sins of the whole 

world, and the Gospel freely invites all, without 

respect to country, age, or character, to come unto 

God by him. There never was, nor is, nor ever 

will be, any other exclusion than that of the sin¬ 

ner’s impenitency and unbelief. We remark, finally, 

that Jesus is the only door. There is but one 

Mediator between God and us. There is but one 

name given, one Saviour found, one sacrifice 

offered, one Gospel preached—that name and Sa¬ 

viour is Jesus—that sacrifice, the blood of his cross 

—and that Gospel, the Gospel of Christ. There is 

but one door for the profligate and the moral, the 

profane and the professor, the publican and the 
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pharisee. There is but one door for the rich and 

the poor, the learned and the illiterate, the aged 

and the young, the monarch and the slave. In 

short, there is but this door for the whole of our 

guilty world. He is the door, and whosoever 

refuseth or neglecteth him, must be excluded from 

heaven, but whosoever entereth in by him, shall 

obtain eternal life. 

Aug. 1. 

CHRIST THE D O O R. 

Part III.—John x. 7. 

If Christ be the only door, then how desirable 

is it that we see how we stand connected with him. 

Let us inquire, then, as to our knowledge of Christ 

as the door. Have we right views of our necessity 

of such a door ? Have we felt our distance from 

God, and have we perceived the glorious adap¬ 

tation of Jesus in his person and work to bring us 

nigh to him ? Have we beheld in Jesus the very 

object adapted to our spiritual need, in whom there 

is a fulness of grace to meet all our exigencies and 

supply all our wants. Jesus cannot be the door to 

us unless we know him, for this is life eternal, to 

know the true God, and Jesus Christ whom he 

hath sent. Let us also ascertain as to our apptvach 

to Cod by this door. Have we come to him and 
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believed in him, availed ourselves of his merits, 

trusted in his mediation, and thus obtained forgive¬ 

ness of sins and peace with God ? If we have 

used Christ as the door, then are we no longer 

without, no longer at a distance, no longer con¬ 

demned; but now are we reconciled to God, and 

by the testimony of the Holy Spirit to our spirits, 

we know that we are the sons of God. Then, let 

us ascertain also as to our estimate of this door 

Do we value it above all things ? for to them thai 

believe Christ is precious, precious always, yea, 

superlatively precious. If we value this door, we 

shall extol it by our lips of sanctified praise, and 

by lives of ardent love and holy obedience to 

Christ. How necessary it is that we constantly 

avail ourselves of this door. We cannot hold 

intercourse with God for a moment but through 

Christ, and God cannot behold us with complacency 

except when he beholds us in the face of his 

anointed one. Then Christ is emphatically our 

life and salvation, and the life that we live must be 

a life of faith in the Son of God, who loved us and 
gave himself for us. 
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Aug. 2. 

CHRIST CURING THE MAN 

BORN BLIND. 

He went his way, therefore, and washed, and came, sea- 

ing. — John ix. 7. 

Blindness is one of the greatest calamities next 

to the loss of reason, to which human nature is 

liable. In several instances, this lamentable con¬ 

dition was remedied through the mercy and power 

of Christ. The person to whom our attention is 

now directed, had been born blind, so that his 

case, was humanly speaking without hope. Jesus 

possessed all power both in heaven and earth, and 

he came to exert that power in removing the mise¬ 

ries of our race. This poor blind man, arrested 

the attention of Christ. His disciples were under 

the influence of a prejudice which has most exten¬ 

sively prevailed, that where there is peculiar suffer¬ 

ing, there must have been aggravated transgressions; 

they asked therefore, who did sin, this man, or his 

parents, that he was born blind? how necessary it 

is that we speak tenderly of those, who may be the 

subjects of severe providential visitations. For 

Jesus replied,c< Neither hath this man sinned, nor 

his parents, ” that is any more than others, not in 

any aggravated degree, 66 but that the works of God 

should be manifest in him.” It is the will of God 

whose sovereignty is uncontroulable, whose wis- 
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dom is infinite, and whose goodness is over all his 

works, to allow a diversity of condition to exist, 

that his own glory, and the ends of his providence, 

may be more fully answered. In the present 

case, this poor afflicted man, became a joyous sub¬ 

ject of Christ’s restoring power and grace. While 

the disciples were reasoning about the cause of the 

man’s suffering, Jesus in his loving kindness, was 

contemplating his cure. How much better to fall 

into the hands of the Lord, than into those of men. 

Let Christ’s example induce us, not to waste our 

time in vain speculations, about the causes and 

effects of evil, but rather how we can be instru¬ 

mental under God, in most efficiently removing it. 

What an illustrious model do we behold in Jesus* 

who went about doing good, and never wearied* 

dntil his work and life terminated together. 

Aug. 3. 

CHRIST CURING THE MAN 

BORN BLIND. 

Part II. — John ix. 7. 

Jesus having replied to his disciples, said, “I must 

work the works of him that sent me while it is day, 

for the night cometh when no man can work, as 

long as I am in the world, I am the light of the 

world ”; and immediately he commenced opera- 
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tions for the imparting of sight to the man. In most 

cases Jesus employed means, in effecting his won¬ 

derful works. In this case the process adopted was 

of the most unlikely character possible. An ointment 

is made ‘tis true, but then it wras clay and spittle, 

and apparently more likely to make a seeing man 

blind, than to cause a blind man to see. With 

Christ all things were possible. The unlikely cha¬ 

racter of the means, only more fully displayed the 

glory of his power and Godhead. With this oint¬ 

ment, therefore he anointed the man’s eyes, and 

directed him to go and wash in the Pool of Siloam, 

the man went, and the miracle was thus obvious to 

those assembled at the porch, and he returned to 

his home seeing. What a display is here presented 

of the Almighty influence which Jesus possessed. 

An ordinary case of blindness, may be cured by 

the skill of the surgeon, but when was it ever known 

that sight was imparted to one born blind, when 

obviously the organ of vision were entirely wanting 

or imperfectly formed. But Jesus knew the case 

perfectly: he who formed the eye could not but 

see; and he who imparts that exquisitely delicate 

organ of the eye to his numerous creatures, knew 

well how to confer it upon this poor blind man. 

The miracle was clearly genuine. There could not 

be any deception. A greater difference there 

cannot be than between light and darkness, blind¬ 

ness and sight. The miracle was a display of 

great mercy. Jesus could be moved by nothing but 
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this; indeed, his work from first to last was one of 

disinterested benevolence, to a miserable and un¬ 

worthy world. It was also gratuitous. Indeed, 

what could a poor man give for a boon so great, 

for a blessing so unspeakable ? All the commu¬ 

nications of Christ are without money and without 

price, and thus they are accessible to the most 

wretched and indigent of the human race. 

Aug. 4. 

THE CONFESSION OF THE MAN 

THAT WAS BORN BLIND. 

One thing I know, whereas I was blind, now I see.—• 

John ix. 25. 

How marvellous was the prejudice of the Jews 

against Christ. They heard his pure and heavenly 

doctrine, they saw his unblameable life, and witnes¬ 

sed his benevolent miracles, and yet they professed 

to believe that he was an impostor, an enemy of 

God, and a deceiver of men. On the occasion of 

the blind man being cured, they seem to have dis¬ 

played that infatuated spirit and temper in the 

highest degree. It was the sabbath when Christ 

had cured the man, and therefore they at once con¬ 

cluded, despite of the astounding and unheard of 

miracle before them, that Christ was a wicked 

person, and only deserving of scorn and contempt, 
2 A 
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Nay more than this, they endeavoured to shake the 

testimony of the man, and if possible they would 

have caused him to prevaricate, that Christ might 

have been robbed of the glory of the miracle alto¬ 

gether. His parents they did terrify into inglorious 

silence, and they ungratefully and wickedly said, 

“ By what means he seeth we know not.” To 

meet their sophistical reasoning, the man himself 

might not find himself able, but he made a plain 

and straight-forward confession, “ One thing I 

know, whereas I was blind, now I see.” Now this 

was experimental evidence, and of all evidence it 

is the most satisfactory and decisive. He had un¬ 

dergone a change of the most palpable and blessed 

description: and he did not shrink from avowing 

both the agent and the means employed in pro¬ 

ducing it. My dear readers, there is another sort 

of blindness — blindness of mind — an understand¬ 

ing darkened by sin — the want of spiritual sight: 

this calamity has overspread the whole family of 

man; and to remove this was one great design of 

Christ’s mission to our world. 

“ He came, from darkening scales of vice 

To clear the inward sight, 

And on the eye-balls of the blind 

To pour celestial light.” 

Aie you conscious of your true condition ? are you 

saying, Lord, impart unto me sight! Believe the 

testimony of his gospel, and you shall see the glory 
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of God, and be able to say, “ whereas, once I was 

blind, now I see.” 

Aug. 5. 

SUFFERING FOR THE TESTIMONY 

OF CHRIST. 

And they cast him out.—John ix. 34. 

Because the man who was born blind, would 

not join with the Jews, in condemning Jesus who 

had given him sight, they brought all the weight 

of their ecclesiastical excommunication to bear 

upon him, “and they cast him out,”—cast him 

out of their synagogue, and declared him unwor¬ 

thy of fellowship with the people of God. Why 

what had he done? Had he violated the laws of 

God, and rendered himself obnoxious to those 

whose province it was to enforce them ? No, all 

that he had done—his whole offence consisted, in 

fearing God rather than men, in speaking the 

whole truth openly, and in confessing Jesus, who 

had conferred upon him the unspeakably precious 

gift of sight. Yes, for this was the man persecuted 

to the utmost of their ecclesiastical authority, and 

cut off from the external privileges of the children 

of God. But surely to be removed from the society 

of such a blind and callous hearted people was 

rather a blessing, than a curse. How indifferent 

we may be to the curses of men, if we enjoy the 
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approbation of God, and the testimony of a good 

conscience. Besides, afterwards we find that Jesus 

met with him again, and it is clear that he became 

one of his disciples, and doubtless an especial ob¬ 

ject of his favour and grace. All who honour 

Christ, and live godly, may expect to suffer perse¬ 

cution. If the world hated the lovely and benevo¬ 

lent Jesus and reviled him, we need not wonder 

that it will hate and revile all his disciples. Christ 

endured the cross with all its shame, before he was 

glorified and obtained the joy that was set before 

him, and we must suffer with him, in order that we 

may be glorified together. But what is persecution 

or reproach, or ignominy, or even death itself, 

when compared with the blessings which he now 

imparts, and the glory which he shall confer upon 

all who love him. Yea, doubtless, and we count 

all things but loss, for the excellency of the know¬ 

ledge of Christ Jesus our Lord,— 

“ Who suffer with our Master here. 

They shall before his face appear. 

And by his side sit down, 

To patient faith the prize is sure; 

And all that to the end endure. 

The cross, shall wear the crown.n 
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Aug. 6. 

JESUS THE GOOD SHEPHERD. 

I am the good shepherd.—John x. 10. 

There is no title more frequently applied to 

Jesus in the divine word than that of the shepherd. 

He is addressed by the Psalmist as the Shepherd 

of Israel. Ezekiel speaks of him as God’s ser¬ 

vant David, who shall feed his people and be their 

shepherd. The Apostle in his letter to the He¬ 

brews, styles him the great Shepherd of the Sheep, 

And Peter referring to the day of his second 

advent, describes him as the chief Shepherd, who 

shall appear and give the crown of glory that fadeth 

not away. Jesus says, “I am the good shepherd.” 

As a shepherd, Jesus hath his flock, which consists 

of all who truly love and serve him. This flock 

hath existed in the world from the time of Abel to 

the present hour. The sheep of this flock are 

easily distinguished from the men of the world, by 

their meekness, patience, goodness, and usefulness. 

They are a separated and holy flock. Christ hath 

found them when wandering from him on the dark 

mountains of iniquity, and hath borne them on his 

shoulders to his own fold. His likeness they bear, 

his spirit they possess, his words they hear and obey. 

To follow him is their pleasure and delight. And 

as their shepherd, he watches over them, and pre¬ 

serves them from their numerous enemies,—he also 
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leadeth them into green pastures, and by the sides 

of still waters, he never allows any evil to befal 

them; and from his abundance they ever receive 

a supply of all their need, and the Lord being their 

shepherd they never want. He also bindeth up 

their wounds, and healeth all their diseases, and 

after having made them meet, for the celestial pas¬ 

tures of Zion’s fruitful hill, he receives them to 

himself, and where he is, they are for ever, also— 

“ In pastures where salvation growfs. 

He makes me feed, he makes me rest; 

There living water gently flows. 

And all the food’s divinely blest. ^ 

My wrand’ring feet his ways mistake. 

But he restores my soul to peace. 

And leads me for his mercv’s sake, 

In the fair paths of righteousness.I”' 

Aug. 7. 

JESUS THE GOOD SHEPHERD. 

Part II.—John x. 10. 

Jesus, as the Shepherd of his people, has an 

interest in his sheep, which none other possibly 

could have: for they are the work of his hands; 

he made them, and formed them for his own glory. 

By his care they are daily preserved, they wait on 

him constantly, and are daily supplied with good 
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But he is particularly interested in them as his 
redeemed property, as the flock purchased with 
his own infinitely precious blood. As the good 
Shepherd, he laid down his life for the sheep. He 
ransomed them from death and from the power of 
the grave. And, 

f< When, like wandering sheep, they’d strayed. 
He brought them to his fold again.” 

And in so doing he manifested the exceeding 
riches of his love and grace. Yes, so greatly did 
he love them, that as the Shepherd, the sword of 
justice awoke against him, and he allowed it to 

smite him, and to pierce him through with many 
sorrows, that the sheep might go free. Surely, 
greater love than this cannot be displayed — how 
deserving, then, the title of Good Shepherd. Be¬ 
sides, Jesus is possessed of all those qualifications 
by which his sheep are preserved in perfect safety. 
His eye is ever upon the whole of his flock; he 
holds every one of them in the hollow of his hand, 
they cannot perish, neither can any pluck them 
from thence. And he gives to his sheep life ever¬ 
lasting : they live in him, and by him, and to him, 
now, but they shall also live with him in the 
heavenly sheepfold, and go out no more for ever. 
Yes, happy are they who belong to his flock. 

“ Though in the paths of death they tread. 
With gloomy horrors overspread, 
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Their stedfast nearts shall fear no ill. 

For thou, O Lord, art with them still; 

Thy friendly hand shall give them aid. 

And guide them through the dreadful shade! ” 

And, after they have passed through the dreary 

scenes of mortality, 

“ The Lamb shall lead his heavenly flock 

Where living fountains rise, 

And love divine shall wipe away 

The sorrows of their eyes.” 

Aug. 8. 

CHRIST FAIRER THAN THE SONS 
OF MEN. 

Fairer than the children of men.—Ps. xlv. 2. 

While Jesus was truly and really a man, yet 

even as such, seeing he had not a defiled nature, 

he possessed a glorious pre-eminence over the sons 

of men. Moral goodness and the beauties of holi¬ 

ness were possessed by others in various degrees. 

Some excelled in possessing a spirit of devotion, as 

Enoch and David, others were remarkable for their 

fidelity and integrity, as Abraham, Moses, and 

Daniel, while others were men of holy courage and 

moral heroism, as Joshua, Caleb, and Nehemiah. 

Jesus was fairer and more interesting than any of 

them; for in him all the virtues and graces of the 
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whole were concentrated. He possessed every 

excellency, and that in the highest degree. In him 

was no defect, no frailty, nothing to lessen the 

influence of his heavenly doctrines, or his holy life. 

Draw a portrait where there shall be a rich assem¬ 

blage of every thing that is lovely and graceful, 

without any thing being redundant or deficient, 

and then you have truly before you the image ol 

the blessed Jesus, who is “ fairer than the children 

of men.” This perfection of beauty was evinced 

in all the offices he assumed, in all the relation¬ 

ships he formed, and in all the actions he per¬ 

formed. As a teacher, grace was poured into his 

lips ; as a prophet, he possessed all the plenitude 

of the Holy Spirit; as a priest, he was higher than 

the sons of men, a priest for ever after the order 

of Melchisedec; as a king, he reigns in equity 

and in truth, the sceptre of his kingdom is a 

sceptre of righteousness. As the Saviour, he came 

with his heart overflowing with compassion and 

mercy, and freely received into his favour the most 

worthless and perishing of our fallen race. In him 

mercy and truth met together, righteousness and 

peace embraced each other. In him was combined 

all the glories of the Godhead, and all the excel¬ 

lencies of which our nature is capable. Believers 

on earth and glorified spirits and angels in heaven 

all concur in this divine statement, that he “ is 

fairer than the children of men.” 
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Aug. 9. 

PRIESTHOOD OF CHRIST 

An unchangeable priesthood. — Heb. vii. 24. 

The apostle is speaking of Jesus, and showing 

the superiority of his person and office over those 

of the law. He especially refers to this particular 

that they, being merely men, were constantly 

changing, and did not continue, by reason of death, 

on the other hand, Christ, having life and immor¬ 

tality in himself, hath an unchangeable priesthood. 

Let us, however, trace those resemblances which 

existed between those priests whose offices were 

clearly typical, and the great antetype the Lord 

Jesus Christ. The priests under the law wrere 

chosen and appointed by God: the tribe whence 

they should be selected, and all other things, were 

fixed by the Lord. So Jesus was God’s called, his 

elect, and chosen servant: hence wTe read of the 

Father sending his Son, giving his Son, not sparing 

his Son, and, after his appearance, declaring his 

perfect approbation of his Son, and calling upon 

all men to “hear him.” The priests under the 

law were to be without bodily blemish or mental 

infirmity. Now, this was more than realized in 

Jesus; for he was not only a perfect man as it 

respects his corporeal frame, and the faculties o( 

his mind, but he was, without moral infirmity, a 

lamb without spot, “ holy, harmless, undetiled, sepa- 
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rate from sinners.” The ancient priests were set 

apart to their office by the washing of water and 

with holy oil. So Jesus, having dwelt in privacy 

for nearly thirty years, appeared to be initiated 

into his holy office, by passing through the waters 

of baptism, and by the anointing influence of the 

Holy Ghost. For when he was baptized, the 

Holy Spirit descended and lighted upon him, and 

a voi-ce from the excellent Glory, proclaimed his 

divinity, and attested, that in him the Father was 

well pleased. Such were the significant and strik¬ 

ing circumstances connected with the appointment 

of Jesus to his Priestly office. 

Aug. 10. 

PRIESTHOOD OF CHRIST 

Part II. — Heb. vii. 24. 

Let us now consider the especial work which 

devolved upon the ancient priests. They were ap¬ 

pointed to teach the people: hence it is written, 

“ For the priest’s lips should keep knowledge, and 

they should seek the law at his mouth.” (Mai. ii. 7) 

How illustriously did Jesus fulfil this part of his 

work. What numerous discourses he delivered : 

vhat a spiritual and striking illustration did he 

give of the moral law in his sermon on the mount. 

He taught the wav of salvation fullv, and brought 
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life and immortality to light by his gospel. He 

was truly a teacher sent from God, and never man 

spake, as he spake. The priests also were to pray 

for the people and to bless them. Jesus went up 

and down blessing the people, — he spent whole 

nights in prayers and supplications for a perishing 

world, — he offered up one extended intercessory 

prayer on behalf of his church to the end of the 

world. He expired interceding for his murderers, 

and exclaiming, “Father forgive them, for they 

know not what they do.” The priests also killed 

and offered the sacrifices to God. Now Jesus did 

not appear as a priest without a sacrifice; for it be¬ 

hoved that a victim should be slain, for without 

shedding of blood there could be no remission. 

He therefore presented to God the sacrifice of him¬ 

self, — he presented his own life, and shed his own 

blood, that it might redeem a guilty world unto 

God. He was both the offerer, and the lamb slain 

that took away the sins of the world. Hence says 

the Apostle, “But now once in the end of the 

world, hath he appeared to put away sin by the sa¬ 

crifice of himself.” (Heb. ix. 26.) 

*• The Lord in the day, 

Of mercy did lay. 

Our sins on the Lamb, and he bore them away. 

He died to atone. 

For sins not his own; 

'The Father hath punish’d for us his dear Son.” 
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The priest not only offered the sacrifices, but also 
sprinkled the blood upon the altar, and thus the 
worshipper and gift were acceptable to God. Jesus 
in like manner hath entered into heaven with his 
infinitely precious blood, and having sprinkled the 
throne of grace, we may now come boldly and obtain 
mercy, and find grace to help us in every time of 
need. Are we savingly acquainted with Christ’s 
priestly character ? Have we come to God by the 
way he hath consecrated for us ? Have we felt his 
blood applied to our consciences, and can we re¬ 
joice that he loved us, and gave himself for us? 

Aug. 11. 

CHRIST A GREAT HIGH PRIEST* 

For such an High Priest became us.—Heb. vii. 26. 

As Christ was typified by the common priest¬ 
hood, so he was still more particularly represented 
by the High Priest, to the particulars of which let 
us now direct our attention. The garments of the 
high priests were of a peculiar description,—there 
was first of all the Ephod, a loose white linen gar¬ 
ment, in which were set two onyx stones, whereon 
was engraved the names of the twelve tribes ot 
Israel, and which was to be borne upon the shoul¬ 
ders of the high priest; with this garment the high 
priest always appeared in the sanctuary before 
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God. Herein is Christ’s mediatorial work for his 

• church set forth, and the entire dependance of all 

his people beautifully represented. He builds the 

temple of the Lord and he bears all its glory, — he 

is the sufficiency and strength of his people, — he 

bears them ever before God in the holiest place of 

all. Then the high priest had also a hr east-plate; 

in this plate there were also set in precious stones 

the number of the tribes, and they were placed in 

a four square form, so as to represent their beauty 

and order, and with this too, the high priest ap¬ 

peared before God. In the breast-plate were also 

the mystical Urim and Thummim, signifying, light 

and perfection, by which God communicated his 

mind to the priests. In this how the love of Jesus 

is exhibited. He has his church engraven on his 

heart. He lived with it in his heart and died with 

it in his heart, and now standing before the throne 

of the Eternal, he has it still upon his heart. And 

it is only through Christ that God reveals his mind 

to man. He is therefore the true Urim and 

Thummim, the only light and perfection. For no 

man hath seen God at any time, but Jesus our 

High Priest hath declared him: so that he who 

hath seen the Son, hath also seen the Father, ior 

he dwelleth in the Father, and the Father dwelietn 

in him. 
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Aug. 1*2. 

CHRIST A GREAT HIGH PRIEST. 

Part II. — Heb. vii. *26. 

Let us now consider the other garments which 

distinguished the high priest. Among these was 

the robe of the Ephod, — this robe was fastened 

round the neck and reached down to the knees, 

around the skirts of which, was the representation 

of pomegranates, by which the robe was beautified, 

and also golden bells were appended, so that the 

people heard the sound when the high priest went 

into the holy place to burn incense before the 

Lord. Herein is strikingly represented the appear¬ 

ance of our Lord clothed in the vestments of 

salvation, and appearing before God to make in¬ 

tercession for us There was also the plate of the 

Mitre, — this was a golden plate which was fixed to 

the forehead, on which was engraven “ Holiness to 

the Lord.” Herein was the immaculateness of 

Jesus emblematically set forth. Holiness to the 

Lord was indeed engraven on all his actions, 

words, and thoughts,—the law of God was indeed 

within his heart, — all his life was distinguished by 

unblemished purity, and absolute perfection. Then 

there was also the Girdle of coloured needle^work, by 

which the garments were all bound together. Now 

this was designed to denote the truth, constancy, 

and unchangeableness of Christ. Hence it is writ- 
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t en, “ Righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, 

and faithfulness the girdle of his reins.” (Is. xi. 5.) 

Hence too, when John had that splendid vision of 

the Redeemer, “ He was girt round about the 

breast with a golden girdle.” (Rev. i. 13.) Such 

then were those priestly vestments which typified 

the excellency of the Redeemer’s person, and 

work. Such a high priest became us, who was 

holy, undefiled, and separate from sinners. Let 

him be the subject of our constant contemplations: 

we cannot be too intimate with the leading features 

of his glorious person, nor can we too clearly con¬ 

ceive of his qualifications for the priestly office. In 

this way will our love be inflamed, our confidence 

established, and our hopes encouraged. 

Aug. 13. 

CHRIST A GREAT HIGH PRIEST. 

Part III.- - Ileb. vii. 26. 

It was the prerogative of the High Priest 

only to offer the great annual atoning sacrifice; 

to present holy incense unto the Lord, in the 

holiest place; to determine all controversies among 

the people; and to come forth and bless the 

people in the name of the Lord. Now, in Jesus 

the substance of all these things are clearlv and 

fully realized. He offered to God the great 
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universal sacrifice for the guilt of a lost world: 

he made a complete atonement for sin, by the 

shedding of his precious blood: and with his own 

blood he entered into the holiest place, and there 

he offers the incense of his all-prevalent inter¬ 

cession on behalf of all his redeemed people: 

from thence also hath he sent his spirit to bless 

his church with light, and comfort, and joy, and 

to lead them into all truth, and, finally, to eternal 

glory. Besides, in the end of this age or dis¬ 

pensation he will come forth to consummate the 

glory of his church, and to bless all his believing 

people with the fulness of redeeming grace and 

love. Hence says the Apostle, “ Chr ist was once 

offered to bear the sins of many, and unto them 

that look for him shall he appear the second time 

without sin unto salvation.” (Heb. ix. 28.) 

“ Trusting in our Lord alone, 

A great high priest we have —- 

Jesus, God’s beloved Son, 

Omnipotent to save 

With the virtue of his blood. 

Ascending to the holiest place. 

Pass’d the heavenly courts, and stood 
Before his Father’s face. 

There he ever lives to plead 

His suffering people’s cause : 

Let us, then, pursue our head, 
And bear his daily cross, 

2 B 
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Hold our pure profession fast. 

And faithful, unto death, remain; 

Then the end of faith at last — 

The crown of life we gain,” 

Aug. 14. 

CHRIST A GREAT HIGH PRIEST. 

Part IV. — Heb. vii. 26. 

While the high priests of old were types of 

the Lord Jesus, yet they only partially exhi¬ 

bited his excellencies and glories. In all things 

Christ hath the pre-eminence. Let this exereise 

be devoted to a few particulars wherein Christ’s 

superior dignity is manifestly displayed. This will 

apply to the dignity of his person. He is truly 

the Son of God, of the same essence and glory 

with the Father. The priests of old were only 

men, of like passions with ourselves. Then Jesus 

is superior in the immaculateness of his nature. 

He was not merely officially holy, as a conse¬ 

crated servant of God, but also really pure and 

spotless, without blemish or any such thing. He 

was without sin or the least taint of depravity or 

pollution. It is not saying too much to affirm 

that Jesus, in his mediatorial character, is holy 

even as God is holy. The priests of old were 

subject to all the sinful frailties to which our 

common nature is liable. Then Christ, as our 
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great high priest, is also superior in the 'perfec¬ 

tion of his sacrifice. They presented merely ani¬ 

mal oblations; they appeared before God with 

the blood of bulls, and goats, and lambs. Jesus 

offered the sacrifice of his humanity, hallowed 

by its being the consecrated shrine of tl e indwel¬ 

ling Deity. The blood he shed was the infinitely 

precious blood of his own heart — precious beyond 

all the computation of men, or the lofty con¬ 

ceptions of the highest angels in heaven. Jesus 

is superior also in the extent of his priestly influ¬ 

ence. They were priests for an oeconomy limited 

to the Jewish nation — Christ is the Priest of 

his Universal Church, that extends to all the 

nations that dwell on the face of the earth. The 

universe is his temple, and the benefits of his 

sacrifice are accessible to every child of the family 

of man. Finally, Christ, as our Great High Priest, 

is superior to the priests of old, in the unchange¬ 

ableness and perpetuity of his office. They did 

not — indeed could not — continue, by reason of 

death. Jesus ever liveth. He had no predecessor, 

nor shall he ever have a successor; but abideth a 

priest continually. His priesthood shall only end 

when he shall deliver up his kingdom to the 

Father, and God be all in all. How instructive, 

consolatory, and appropriate are the following lines; 

Where high the heavenly temple stands. 

The house of God not made with hands. 
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A great high priest our nature wears — 

The guardian of mankind appears — 

He who for men their surety stood. 

And poured on earth his precious blood. 

Pursues in heaven his mighty plan — 

The Saviour and the friend of man. 

Our fellow-sufferer yet retains 

A fellow-feeling of our pains. 

And still remembers, in the skies. 

His tears, and agonies, and cries. 

In every pang that rends the heart 

The man of sorrows hath a part: 

He sympathizes with our grief. 

And to the sufferer sends relief! ” 

Aug. 15. 

CHRIST THE SMITTEN ROCK. 

And that Rock was Christ.—1 Cor. x. 4. 

The passage which heads this exercise refers 

to a very interesting event in the history of the 

Israelites. When they had arrived at Rephidim 

there was no water for them to drink. Notwith¬ 

standing the goodness of the Lord which had 

been so graciously exhibited on many past occa¬ 

sions, the people began to blame Moses and to 

murmur against the Lord. Moses cried unto the 

Lord and God graciously heard his supplication, and 
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commanded him to take the rod wherewith he smote 

the river, and to smite the rock, and water should 

gush forth to supply all the wants of the people: and 

this Moses did, and behold, a plenteous stream of the 

liquid of life was given, and God was glorified 

in the midst of the people. Such was the literal 

event, which was obviously intended to typify that 

provision of the waters of salvation, through the 

atoning sacrifice of Jesus, 44 for that rock was 

Christ.” It is clear that the condition of the 

people was one of extreme need: in a desert 

without water they must have speedily perished, 

and no human arm could avail them any thing 

under these circumstances. Such also is the spiri¬ 

tual state of our sinful world. Sin had turned 

the fair scenery of Eden into a dreary desart, a 

sterile wilderness. Those streams which once 

gave their crystal waters, had become, as it were, 

lost in subterraneous and inaccessible channels. 

Man was involved in all the wretchedness arising 

from spiritual thirst, and there was no created 

arm to rescue him from his perilous estate, or 

to supply him with the living stream. But God, 

who so graciously compassionated the thousands 

of Israel, and whose mercy alone spared that 

murmuring people, did, in the infiniteness of his 

grace, devise a glorious and ample remedy, that 

men might have an abundance of the water of 

life. 
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Aug. 16. 

CHRIST THE SMITTEN ROCK. 

Part II.—1 Cor. x. 4. 

Let us then now see, the features of resem¬ 

blance in the mode by which God gave water to 

the Israelites, and the waters of salvation to our 

world. And our attention is first called to the 

Rock. 66 Get thee upon the rock. ” Now says 

the Apostle, “That rock was Christ.” In its 

rugged appearance, it strikingly exhibited the 

lowliness of Christ’s external appearance. Jesus 

appeared as “ a root out of a dry ground. ” His 

birth-place, parentage, poverty, and the circum¬ 

stances of his disciples, all gave offence to the 

proud aspiring Jews, and to them he was a stone ot 

stumbling, and a rock of offence. The rock in its 

massy appearance, typified the Almighty strength 

and power of Christ. What is so truly an emblem 

of strength, as the rock ? How firm it stands amidst 

the sweeping torrent, how unaffected by the 

fury of the storm, or the tempest’s roughest 

blast! such is Jesus, his power is infinite, nothing 

can exhaust his Almighty energy, or subdue his 

omnipotent power. All power is given unto him 

Doth in heaven and on earth. He is both the wis¬ 

dom and power of God. The elevation of the rock 

shadowed forth the greatness and dignity of Christ. 

While Jesus abased himself in the assumption of 
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our nature, and in becoming the servant of ser¬ 

vants, yet he possessed at the same time all the dig¬ 

nity and power of proper and essential Deity. Aes, 

in his mediatorial character he was made higher 

than the sons of men, greater than all the princes 

of the earth, or even the angels in heaven; but in 

his Divine nature he is Lord of all, and dwelleth 

in the heaven of heavens, and is in all things one 

with Jehovah, his equal and his fellow. As such, 

his greatness, strength, and immutability were 

strikingly typified by the rock of Horeb. The 

Lord is a rock, and his work is perfect. 

Augr. 17. 
1/ 

CHRIST THE SMITTEN ROCK 

Part III.— 1 Cor. x. 4, 

Moses was directed by the Lord to take the rod, 

with which he had smitten the river in Egypt, the 

same rod by which he had divided the waters of the 

Red Sea, and to smite the rock which was before 

him. Now let us see how this typified the smiting 

of Jesus, for that “ Rock was Christ.” The rod 

was to smite the rock,—not to be stretched over it, 

not to be waved before it, nor yet to be cast upon 

it, but to smite it, Jesus too, was really and truly 

smitten, by men, by devils, and by the hand ot 

Divine justice. His name, his body, and his soul 
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were all smitten; “ He was despised, and rejected of 

men,” and “it pleased the Lord to bruise him and 

to put him to grief.” The rod smote the rock by 

Divine authority. So it pleased the Father, that 

Christ should suffer, and that thus he should make 

his soul an offering for sin. His Father cried, 

“Awake O sword against my shepherd, and against 

the man that is my fellow, smite the shepherd, and 

the sheep shall be scattered.” (Zee. xiii. 7.) Hence 

when all the agonies ef the garden and the cross 

were before his eyes, he said, “ The cup which my 

Father giveth me, shall I not drink it?” The 

rock was to be smitten publicly, before the elders of 

the people. How applicable is this to the smiting 

of Jesus, — he was publicly dragged to the hall of 

the high priest, and before the elders was maligned 

and falsely accused, and buffeted, and spit upon. 

The elders adjudged him to death, paid the price 

of his blood to Judas, and stood by the cross, 

railing at him, and accusing him to the last. 

The rock was smitten for the benefit of the people. 

By this they were to be supplied with streams 

in the desart. So Jesus suffered, not for himself, 

but for us,—he was bruised for our iniquities,—he 

died to ransom our souls to God, and to open to 

our souls the fountain of the wraters of life. Finally, 

the smitten rock, immediately yielded the flowing 

stream. So while Jesus was yet suspended on the 

cross, from his pierced side flowed a stream of blood 

and water, which Zechariah had spoken of, when 
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he said, “ In that day there shall be a fountain 

opened to the house of David, and to the inhabi¬ 

tants of Jerusalem for sin and uncleanness.” 

“ There is a fountain fill’d with blood. 

Drawn from Immanuel’s veins, 

4nd sinners plung’d into that flood. 

Lose all their guilty stains.” 

CHRIST OUR ROCK OF SUPPLIES. 

For they drank of that spiritual rock that followed them; 

and that rock was Christ.—1 Cor. x. 4. 

No sooner had Moses smitten the rock, than the 

crystal stream burst forth, and the people were at 

once supplied with the fluid of life. Jesus by his 

atoning sacrifice has in like manner obtained the 

waters of salvation for a dying world. Let us com¬ 

pare the supplies in a few particulars. The supply 

from the rock was supernatural; — there was no 

natural connexion between the means and the end. 

Redemption in all its ages, from its being purposed 

in eternity, to being consummated in glory is alto¬ 

gether divine. Not any part of it is identified with 

what is human, but all of it is stamped with the 

impress of the finger of God. The supply was 

abundant; — not a few drops, but a flowing stream. 
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enough for all the people. Such are salvation’s 

streams, there is no limitation, they are as copioup 

as our world’s circumference, and they are amply 

sufficient for every creature. O yes, all are invited 

to come to the waters, and to take an abundance of 

them freely without money, and without price. 

Then the supply was lasting; — it never failed them 

— they had it from day to day, in all their journies 

it followed them, and never ceased, until it was su¬ 

perseded by the milk and honey of the promised 

land. The supplies of grace also are abiding,— 

we may possess them now, and possess them always, 

and possess them until the streams of grace are lost 

in the ocean of boundless blessedness, at God’s 

right hand, where there are pleasures for ever more. 

Are we participating of these refreshing, soul de¬ 

lighting streams ? Have we humbly and earnestly 

come to Jesus, from whom only these supplies are 

to be obtained ? He now through the medium of 

his gospel invites us to come unto him and drink, 

and the water which he imparts shall be within us 

as a well of water springing up unto eternal life. 

“ ‘Whoever will/ O gracious word l 

May of this stream partake; 

Come thirsty souls, and bless the Lord, 

And drink for Jesu’s sake.” 
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Aug. 19. 

CHRIST OUR PASSOVER. 

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.—1 Cor. v. 7. 

The passover was one of the most celebrated 

ordinances of the Jewish dispensation. It was 

instituted on that memorable occasion when the 

destroying angel went through the length and 

breadth of • the Egyptian land, but passed over 

the threshold of every house where the door-posts 

were sprinkled with the blood of the paschal lamb. 

The whole event was typical: it showed forth the 

misery and peril of our guilty world, and also 

exhibited the boundless mercy of God in providing 

a sacrifice for us, whereby we might not perish, 

but have everlasting life. What the lamb was 

typically, Christ is really: for he is our passover 

sacrificed for us. Let us briefly glance at tho 

leading points of resemblance between the pass- 

over and the sacrifice of Christ. The passover 

was a divine institution; it was appointed of God: 

the whole was specifically devised and arranged 

by Jehovah. How very forcibly this applies to 

our redemption by Christ Jesus. The whole ceco- 

nomy of salvation was the result of divine con¬ 

trivance and appointment: the work was too vast 

and difficult to be effected by any thing else than 

the wisdom and power of God. Yes, the stream 
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of redeeming grace flowed from the throne of 

God and the Lamb. The passover was like¬ 

wise connected with the deliverance of the Isra¬ 

elites from Egypt. Our passover is connected 

with the deliverance of the world from sin and 

the curse of the law. In Egypt the judgments 

of heaven were poured out, and in Egypt the 

Israelites were degraded and cruelly oppressed. 

God delivered them from both; the destroying 

angel came not near their dwellings, and the Lord 

led them forth from the land of toil and oppres¬ 

sion, to a country of freedom, and a land flowing 

with milk and honey. By the sacrifice of Christ 

we are redeemed from the condemnation of eternal 

death, we are ransomed from the yoke of the devil, 

and are called to be joint-heirs with Christ of his 

kingdom and glory. What a redemption is this ! 

— a redemption from sin to holiness, from wrath 

to reconciliation, from death to life, from hell to 

heaven, from the miseries of time and the woes 

of perdition to the joys of eternity. And this 

perfect, full, free, and eternal redemption, we 

obtain through Christ our “ Passover sacrificed 

for us.” 
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Aug. 20. 

CHRIST OUR PASSOVER. 

Part II. — 1 Cor. v. 7. 

Let us now glance at the sacrifice of the ancient 

Passover. The sacrifice was a lamb. Jesus is 

also thus denominated. “ Behold,” said the illus¬ 

trious Baptist, “the Lamb of God, that taketh 

away the sin of the world.” Indeed, Isaiah had 

thus prophecied of him, more than seven hundred 

years before his advent, when he had said, “ He is 

brought as a lamb to the slaughter.” And Peter, 

too, beautifully remindeth us that we are redeemed 

with the “precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb 

without blemish and without spot.” In heaven, 

too, Jesus is represented as a “ lamb standing 

before the Throne, and receiving the homage and 

adoration of the countless spirits of the redeemed.” 

No animal could so fitly have typified Jesus as the 

lamb. Jesus had all the innocence, and meekness, 

and patience, which are supposed to be exhibited 

by the lamb. But the Paschal Lamb was to be a 

male, of a year old, thus denoting the excellency 

and dignity of Jesus. Jesus was offered up as our 

sacrifice in all the maturity and vigour of manhood. 

The lamb, moreover, was to be without blemish. 

Jesus was truly and absolutely spotless: his person 

was the true tabernacle, filled with all the holiness 

and glory of the Godhead : he had not one sinful 
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infirmity; he had not one mark of moral weak¬ 

ness; bat was pure, and holy, and harmless, and 

separate from sinners. The lamb was to be sepa¬ 

rated from the flock, and to be kept alive four days 

after its separation. Christ was separated and set 

apart to his mediatorial work four thousand years 

before his death, and a thousand years with the 

Lord is as one day. During this period, prophecies 

were uttered, promises announced, and sacrifices 

slain, all pointing to the same great propitiation, 

»>hom God had appointed, and would send forth 

for the redemption of the world. Finally, the 

Paschal Lamb was to be slain. So Jesus came 

expressly to give his life a ransom for man: he 

came that, by the shedding of his blood, he might 

redeem us unto God. And, as the lamb was to 

be slain in the evening and before the whole 

assembly, so Jesus was publicly put to death upon 

the summit of Calvary, in the evening of the day 

as well as in the evening of the world. Contem¬ 

plating Christ as the Lamb slain for us, should fill 

our souls with wonder, love, and praise. 

“ O, Love divine ! what hast thou done ? 

The Lamb of God hath died for me! 

The Father’s well-beloved Son 

Bore all my sins upon the tree —- 

The Lamb of God for me hath died : 

My Lord, my Love, is crucified.” 
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Aug. 21. 

CHRIST OUR PASSOVER. 

Part III. — 1 Cor. v. 7. 

After the Paschal Lamb was slain, it was to 

be roasted with fire; and, in effecting this, it was 

fixed upon a transverse instrument, which was a 

very striking representation of the cross, on which 

the Lamb of God offered himself as a sacrifice 

for sin. And the fire itself seems to have been 

designed to denote the intensity of those agonies 

which Jesus was called upon to endure on our 

behalf. Yes, it behoved the fire of Divine Justice 

to descend and consume this sacrifice, that our 

redemption might be efficiently and eternally ac¬ 

complished. Of the Paschal Lamb not a bone was 

to be broken. How very wonderfully this was 

realized in Christ. The legs of the two male¬ 

factors who were crucified with our Lord were 

broken, but not a bone of Jesus, our true Paschal 

Lamb, was injured. Again, the flesh of the Paschal 

Lamb was to be eaten. So Jesus came, that we 

might eat his flesh and drink his blood, and thus 

partake of everlasting life. On him the soul is to 

feed; he is the true staff of the soul’s existence, 

- - the only bread of life, which hath come down 

from heaven. The Paschal Lamb was to be eaten 

by Israelites only, with unleavened bread and with 

bitter herbs. Christ is available to believers only. 
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We cannot receive him but by faith, and we can¬ 
not enjoy him unless our souls are sincere before 
him, and our hearts are delivered from the leaven 
of deceit and hypocrisy. In receiving Christ, too, 
there will be the manifestation of genuine con¬ 
trition for sin — the bitter herbs of that godly 
sorrow which worketh repentance unto life. The 
blood of the Paschal Lamb was to be sprinkled on 
the door-posts of their dwellings. So the blood of 
Jesus must cleanse us from an evil conscience, by 
being sprinkled upon our hearts; and thus only 
are we sanctified to God, and made kings and 
priests, unto God and the Lamb. The happy 
result was, that all such were preserved from the 

angel of destruction, and participated in the deli¬ 
verance which God had provided for his people. 
And all who thus come to the experimental appli¬ 
cation of the blood of Jesus are delivered from 
present condemnation, have peace with God, and 
shall finally obtain everlasting life. 

“ Then let us sit beneath his cross. 
And gladly catch the healing stream, 

All things for him account but loss. 
And give up all our hearts to him : 

Of nothing speak or think beside. 
My Lord, my Love, is crucified.” 
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Aug. 22. 

JESUS THE HIGHEST. 

And thou, child, shall be called the Prophet of the 

Highest. — Lake i. 76. 

It is obvious to the candid reader of the divine 

testimony, that in all things Christ has the pre¬ 

eminence. The titles given to him were never ap¬ 

plied to any creature, however dignified or exalted. 

Of John the harbinger of Christ it is said, “ And 

thou shalt be called the Prophet of the Highest.” 

Jesus is then truly the Highest : above him there 

is none. This will apply first to his essential nature. 

He possesses the very nature of the Godhead; in 

him dwelt all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. 

He is in the Father, and the Father is in him, and 

all that constitutes the essentiality of Deity, is truly, 

eternally, and properly his. He thought it not 

robbery to be, “ equal with God.” He is the 

Highest, as he is invested with all the incommuni¬ 

cable attributes of Deity. Eternity, omniscience, 

omnipresence, Almighty-power, and absolute un¬ 

changeableness, are all repeatedly ascribed to him: 

and to a mere creature, they are never applied. 

The loftiest spirit that burns before the throne of 

the Eternal would shrink from the ascription of 

one of them. Then Jesus is also the Highest as it 

respects his illustrious works. Creation, in all 
2 c 
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its extent, as it includes earth and heaven, men 

and angels was the result of his Divine operations. 

Without him was not any thing made that was 

made. (John i. 3. — Col. i. 16.) Providence and 

universal dominion belong to him: all events he 

controuls, and over all worlds he rules, for he is 

Lord of all. Redemption emanated in the depths 

of his unsearchable wisdom, flowed from the ocean 

of his boundless love and mercy, and was effected 

by the making bare of his Almighty arm. 

Aug. 23. 

CHRIST THE HIGHEST. 

Part II. — Luke i. 76. 

Jesus is not only the Highest in his essential 

nature, attributes, and illustrious works, but he is 

exalted to the Highest Throne. He is highly 

exalted above all principalities and powers, even to 

the right hand of the Majesty on high. Jesus also 

receives the highest honours. Hence, the Father 

addressing him, saith, 44 Thy throne O God is for 

ever and ever,” and again, he saith, 44 Let all the 

angels of God worship him.” And John beheld 

4* Thousands of thousands,” and heard them say¬ 

ing, 44 Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive 

power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and 
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honour, and glory, and blessing, for ever and 
ever.” (Rev. v. 12.) 

“ Him while the first Archangel sings. 

He hides his face beneath his wings. 

And ranks of shining hosts around 

Fall worshipping, and spread the ground.” 

What a glorious being is the Redeemer! What 
claims has he justly upon all those who pro¬ 
fess to be his disciples. As the Highest and 
most glorious and best of beings, he ought to 
have the highest affections of our souls. Our love 
to him ought to be of the superlative degree. We 
ought to love him with unbounded intensity and 
delight. He should ever be held in our affections, 
as the fairest among ten thousand, and the altoge¬ 
ther lovely. Then as the Highest, he justly claims 
the highest homage of praise and worship. We 
must honor him in all religious acts, even as we 
honour the Father. To him our highest strains of 
song, must constantly ascend,— 

“ Let every creature, every tribe. 

On this terrestrial ball. 

To him all Majesty ascribe. 

And crown him Lord of all.” 

Then as the Highest, he ought to possess our 
cheerful, unreserved, and constant obedience. He 
is our rightful Lord, — to him we are in all things 
to be subject: and the genuineness of our profes- 
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sion of love and praise, must be evidenced by a 

holy life of subjection to his authority and laws. 

When he speaks, let all the earth keep silence 

before him; when he commands, let all his crea¬ 

tures reverently obey him. 

Aug. 24. 

CHRIST CALLING MATTHEW. 

And he said unto him, Follow me. —Matt. ix. 9. 

Matthew was a gatherer of those taxes which 

the Roman government had laid upon goods, 

landed on the shores of Galilee, and he was busily 

employed in his profession, when Christ passed by, 

and said unto him, “ Follow me,” when imme¬ 

diately he arose and followed him. How very 

simple and plain was Christ’s call to Matthew. 

We find no statement of a learned description, no 

powerful or eloquent harangue, but Christ just 

speaks to him, and says, “follow me.” Observe 

too, how very direct was Christ’s call, — he said, 

“ follow me,” he did not suggest a series of topics 

for his examination, he did not place before him 

certain propositions for his future consideration, 

but he gave him a call, imperative and direct, and 

“ it was, follow me.” Now this call, was the same 

as if he had said, become my disciple, assume a 

profession of my religion, abandon all thy pursuits, 
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and be found among those, who receive my instruc¬ 

tions, and walk in my steps. And this is what 

Christ addresses in the gospel to all men. To be 

a Christian is to follow Jesus: to receive the record 

which hath been given of him, and cordially to 

accept of it as the message of salvation, — to obey 

his holy commands, to imitate his blessed example, 

and to cultivate a spirit like that which he ma¬ 

nifested on all occasions. A spirit of devotion 

towards God, and of universal and ardent benevo¬ 

lence toward men. And Matthew obeyed the call 

without delay, without hesitation, or carnal reason¬ 

ing, he left the gathering of taxes to others, and for 

ever, and became a sincere and devoted servant, 

and apostle of Jesus Christ. What a striking 

instance of willing and ready obedience: how de¬ 

serving of our imitation. When Jesus speaks, it is 

our duty and interest, with all our souls at once to 

obey him. 

Aug. 25. 

CHRIST’S ATTACHMENT TO THE 

FAMILY OF BETHANY. 

'Now Jesus loved Martha, and her Sister, and Lazarus. 

— John. xi. 4. 

The love of Jesus extended to the whole world, 

his benevolent arms encircled every child of man. 

He came expressly that the world through him 
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might be saved. Yet Jesus had his especial attach¬ 

ments. He could not behold that which was 

holy and lovely, without fixing upon it his affection¬ 

ate and complacent regards. However much he 

might love the sinner, yet he could not behold his 

guilt and iniquity, but with utter hatred and ab¬ 

horrence. Among those who seem to have engaged 

Christ’s peculiar regards, we may consider among 

the chiefest, the family at Bethany. This family 

consisted of three individuals — the devout Mary, 

the kind and anxious Martha, and the affectionate 

brother, Lazarus. It is probable that Jesus often 

visited them, partook of their kind hospitality, and 

in return blessed them with the bread of everlast¬ 

ing life. It will be remembered that on one oc¬ 

casion the sister Martha seems to have been so 

anxious to meet the Saviour’s wants, as almost to 

have forgotten how necessary it is, to be pre¬ 

eminently solicitous about the care of the soul, the 

one thing needful, the part which shall never be 

taken from us. While Jesus gently admonished 

Martha, on that occasion, he commended the 

intensity which Mary had displayed, and has left 

us an important and useful lesson, that we should 

prefer the soul to the body, and the word of 

Christ’s own mouth, above all the enjoyments of 

earth and time. Who does not almost envy this 

beloved family? How interesting, how dignifying, 

is the distinction handed down to us in the in¬ 

spired page, that “ Jesus loved Martha, and Mary 
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and Lazarus.” Be it observed too, that Martha, is 

placed first, her error indeed could not be very 

great, in being so deeply solicitous, to be the minis¬ 

tering angel to the wants of her beloved Lord. 

But Jesus loved all of them,—as a family his smile 

and blessing was upon them, — of his favour they 

largely partook, and in his all-gracious compassion, 

they had a deep and lasting place. O happy 

family where Jesus pays his heavenly visits ! And 

is not this the privilege of all those where an altar 

is erected to his glory, and where his name is feared, 

loved, and praised ? A Christless family is like a 

house on the verge of the burning volcanoe, and is 

liable to be overwhelmed with the fiery lava of the 

Divine displeasure. 

Aug. 26. 

CHRIST’S BEREAVED FRIENDS. 

Lazarus is dead.—John xi. 14, 

During the interval of Christ’s visits to the be¬ 

loved family at Bethany, Lazarus fell sick. We do 

not wonder that the affectionate sisters should at 

once therefore send to Jesus, the divine physician, 

and their beloved Lord, to make known the cir¬ 

cumstance, and to seek his healing aid. The mes¬ 

sage they forwarded was precisely of that kind, 

which might be expected from the pious, and 

amiable sisters of Bethanv. r< Behold he whom 
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thou lovest is sick.” How happy it was that they 

knew that their brother was the object of Christ’s 

complacent regards. And what a powerful plea it 

would be with Christ, to attend to their urgent 

request, when one whom he so much loved was 

sick. The great advantage of true and genuine 

friendship, is to obtain sympathy in the hour of 

trouble and distress. Christ is a friend indeed, 

who sticketh closer than a brother. In this in¬ 

stance however did Jesus delay his visit. The 

sickness of Lazarus grew worse and worse, until he 

became the subject of death, and the house at Be¬ 

thany became the scene of sorrow and mourning. 

How disappointed must the sisters have felt at 

Christ’s delay: how they must have counted the 

moments, and watched every instant for the ap¬ 

proach of Jesus! But Jesus knew what was best: 

though absent from Bethany, his omniscient eye 

beheld the whole scene. And though the course 

he adopted might for a short period appear strange 

and mysterious, yet soon his gracious design was * 

manifested, and the scene of grief and sadness at 

Bethany, was exchanged for happiness and joy. 

Believers should not view their losses and sorrows, 

and bereavements in life, as tokens of the Divine 

disregard, so far from this, they are often indispen- 

sibly necessary to our safety and well-being,— 

u Ev’n crosses from his gracious hands. 
Are blessings in disguise. ’* 
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Yes, the Saviour’s love changes not, he may vary 

our dispensations, now we may have prosperity, and 

then adversity: now we may be overjoyed with 

comforts, and then be, as though the Lord had for¬ 

gotten to be gracious, yet assuredly the Lord will 

not, he cannot be indifferent to the interests of his 

children : at eventide it shall be light, and in the 

hour wTen all seems to be gloomy and hopeless, 

he will arise upon us, as the Sun of righteousness 

with healing in his wings. 

“ Blind unbelief is sure to err 
And scan his work in vain ; 

God is his own interpreter. 
And he wrill make it plain. ” 

Aug. 27. 

CHRIST WEEPING AT THE TOMB 

OF LAZARUS. 

Jesus wept. —John xi. 35. 

The sisters at Bethany, had been called upon to 

witness the decease of their beloved brother, and 

had consigned him to the sepulchre, expecting no 

more to see him till the resurrection at the last day. 

But behold Jesus now directs his steps towards 

their habitation, and Martha hastens forth to meet 

her Lord. Then said she unto him “ Lord, if thou 

hadst been here, our brother had not died.” It 



396 GOLDEN POT OF MANNA, 

almost seems as if she reflected on Christ’s wisdom 

and kindness in not being with them earlier to 

save her brother. At any rate she greatly honored 

Jesus, for she not only acknowledged his divine 

power to have prevented death, but also said, “ But 

I know that even now whatsoever thou asketh of 

God, God will give thee.” Jesus then assured her 

that her brother should rise again, and after an 

affecting intercourse with the two holy-minded sis¬ 

ters of Bethany, he approaches the grave of Laza¬ 

rus, and while standing at the tomb, “Jesus wept.” 

Did he not thus sympathise with the afflicted sis¬ 

ters, weeping with them that weep, thus bearing 

a part of their burden and sorrow, and fulfilling his 

own royal law of love ? did he not also, in the 

grave of Lazarus behold the sad effects of sin 

upon our race ? He beheld that humanity, which 

was once clothed in beauty, arrayed in dignity, 

and blooming with immortality, prostrated, de¬ 

praved, in a condition of the greatest humiliation, 

and all effected by the ravages of sin. His heart 

had been set upon man in creation, when he mag¬ 

nified him and made him but a little lower than the 

angels. But now he beheld the human temple deso¬ 

lated and in ruins : he saw him the victim of corrup¬ 

tion and the conquered vassal of the King of terrors. 

Jesus never would have shed tears, but for human 

misery and woe. In himself he had the fountain 

of perfect happiness and unsullied joys. But for 

this end was be born and for this did he live and 
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die, that he might be the companion, the friend, 

and the Saviour of dying men. In this Jesus 

hath sanctified the tears of afflicted and bereaved 

friends. But let us take care, that we sorrow not 

as those without hope. Be assured, your friends 

will arise again, and the bonds severed by death, 

shall be re-united in that blessed world,— 

“ Where sickness, sorrow, pain and death. 
Are felt, and fear’d no more.” 

Aug, 28. 

CHRIST TYPIFIED BY THE BRAZEN 
SERPENT. 

As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so 

must the son of man he lifted up.—John iii. 14. 

Here Jesus directs us for a typical illustration of 

his saving powers, to an event connected with the 

Israelites in the wilderness. In consequence of 

their murmuring against God, he sent fiery serpents 

among them, the bite of which, was productive of 

an awfully dreadful and fatal disease. On the con¬ 

fession of the people, and through the intercession 

of Moses, God graciously provided a remedy. He 

ordered a serpent of brass to be elevated upon a 

pole in the midst of the dying camp, and whosoever 

looked at the brazen sercent were immediately 
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healed. Now human nature has been rendered 

diseased, and miserable, and dying, by the baneful 

influence of that old serpent, the devil. Through 

his deadly wiles, our first parents became corrupted, 

and all their posterity are affected with the disease. 

Like that of the stung Israelites, this moral malady 

is connected with pain and anguish, and is also ra¬ 

pid in its direful progress, and fatal in its termina¬ 

tion. For this dreadful moral malady no human 

remedy has ever been discovered. Philosophy has 

exhausted all her resources, legislation has exerted 

all its power, and education has given her in¬ 

valuable aid, but all in vain. And the experience 

of near six thousand years has clearly proved, that 

there is no help in this matter, from the wisdom 

or power of man. The world by wisdom knew not 

Cod, much less could it ever discover his mind 

concerning the present and eternal destinies of his 

sinful and erring creatures. Our condition is 

clearly developed in his blessed word: there our 

sinfulness, and helpless state is made fully manifest. 

How necessary that we should clearly know our 

real condition before God. A knowledge of our 

disease is indispensably necessary, and must pre¬ 

cede our deliverance from it. 
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Aug. 29. 

CHRIST TYPIFIED BY THE BRAZEN 

SERPENT. 

Part II.—John iii. 14. 

Having glanced at the resemblance between the 

disease of the Israelites and that of sin, let us now 

direct our attention to the remedies provided. 

Both the remedies were provided and appointed by 

God. The Lord commanded Moses to prepare 

the serpent of brass, human ingenuity never could 

have thought of such a remedy. Our redemption 

by Jesus Christ was the result of Divine wisdom: 

God devised our recovery in this way. His pro¬ 

found and infinite knowledge was only adequate to 

this difficult and mysterious achievement. Here 

is the wisdom of God in a mystery. While the 

wisdom of God planned both remedies, it will be 

seen that both were the result of disinterested 

goodness. No other motive could actuate God in 

reference to the Israelites than that of pure com¬ 

passion, so in reference to human redemption, it was 

because God loved the world, that he gave his only 

begotten Son for its redemption. In both reme¬ 

dies, we see the communications of Divine power. 

The serpent of brass, was the medium of commu¬ 

nicating the healing power to the people. In 

Christ God hath put forth the exceeding greatness 

of his power, in delivering our world from tha 
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effects of sin, and the vassalage of the devil. 

Christ Jesus, in his mediatorial offices and work 

is emphatically the power of God. It will be 

observed, also, that both remedies resembled the 

agents by which the diseases were inflicted. A 

serpent inflicted the deadly bite, and a brazen 

serpent was the antidote provided. So by the 

first Adam’s sin, mankind became morally diseased, 

and by Christ, as our second Adam, in that very 

nature, we have the grand remedy for that disease. 

As by man came sin, and condemnation, and 

death, so by man also came obedience, satisfac¬ 

tion, and eternal life. By the first Adam’s 

transgression, we became ignorant, depraved, 

wretched, and perishing: by the second Adam’s 

righteousness and merits, we obtain knowledge, 

holiness, peace, and unerring felicity. Both the 

remedies were to be elevated,—the serpent of brass, 

upon a pole, and Jesus upon the cross, and by the 

publication of his gospel. In the one case, the 

remedy was exhibited before the whole camp of 

Israel, and by the other, Jesus is to be held up to 

the unnumbered myriads of the human race. 

Well might the Apostle when experimentally con¬ 

scious of the efficacy of the gospel remedy, exclaim, 

14 God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross 

of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
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Aug. 30. 

CHRIST TYPIFIED BY THE BRAZEN 
SERPENT. 

Part III.—John iii. 14. 

Having considered the diseases and the reme¬ 

dies for them as exhibited in the type and ante- 

type, let us now notice how these remedies become 

effectual to the removal of the maladies. In the 

case of the uplifted serpent, the bitten Israelites 

had merely to look at it. A single glance at the 

brazen serpent counteracted the fatal poison, and 

rescued the victim from death. Now this looking 

is analogous to that of believing by which we become 

savingly interested in Christ’s merits and salvation. 

In both cases there is an object exhibited; and to 

this object the attention of the afflicted was directed. 

The looking was by God’s command, and it had 

his gracious promise annexed to it, that it should 

save the dying Israelite. God in like manner calls 

upon sinners to behold the Lamb, which taketh 

away the sins of the world. And he assures us 

that if we fix upon him the eye of “faith — if we 

cordially look to him, as the only appointed and 

all-sufficient Saviour, -that we shall not perish, 

out have everlasting life. How easy the means in 

Doth cases ! No works, no painful observances; but 

look and be healed — believe and be saved. 

How gratuitous the mode of recovery ! No pur* 



402 GOLEEN POT OF MANNA, 

chasing merit demanded. In both cases the cure 

is without money and without price. How free, 

unrestricted, and general were the remedies. The 

serpent was exhibited to the whole camp — Jesus 

is offered to the whole world. Unfailingly effica¬ 

cious were both remedies. Every Israelite, how¬ 

ever deep his bite, however near to death, if he 

looked was healed — healed instantaneously, healed 

wholly. So every sinner, in every age and country, 

however vile, who has believed in Jesus, has 

proved him able to save both from the guilt and 

power of sin here, and its dreadful consequences in 

the world to come. 

“As when the hebrew Prophet rais’d 
The brazen serpent high. 

The wounded look’d and straight were cur’d;— 
The people ceas’d to die. 

So from the Saviour on the cross, 
A healing virtue flows. 

Who looks to him with lively faith, 
Is sav’d from endless woes. ” 

Aug. 31. 

CHRIST AT JACOB’S WELL. 

Jesus therefore, being wearied with his journey, sat thus 
on the well.—John iii. 14. 

How indefatigable was Jesus in carrying on his 

great mission, in effecting his momentous work. 

He did not consult his own comfort or ease, but 



or Christian’s portion. 403 

day after day, he travelled on foot from place to 

place, glorifying his Father, and blessing the 

bodies and souls of men. Being fatigued, and 

weary, and thirsty, on one of these occasions, he 

came to Jacob’s well, and sat thereon. While 

there, a Samaritan woman came for water; Jesus 

therefore sought that she would give him to drink. 

The request surprised the woman, inasmuch as 

Jews manifested the greatest possible hostility 

towards Samaritans, and refused all intercourse 

with them. Jesus therefore seized the occasion, 

and spoke to the woman of the waters of life, assu¬ 

ring her, if she had but known the gift of God, 

and who it was that had asked water of her, that 

she would have been a petitioner in turn, and that 

he would freely have imparted to her of the water 

of life. Jesus continued to expatiate on the pre¬ 

ciousness of this water, and said, whoever drank 

of it should never thirst, but that it should be in 

him a well of water springing up unto everlasting 

life.” She then exclaimed “ Sir, give me this water, 

that I thirst not, neither come hither to draw.” 

Thus it was obvious that she understood not Christ, 

nor the water of which he spake. Jesus then began 

to converse with the heart of this woman, making 

all its dark imagery to pass before her eyes. He 

tells her to call her husband, when it is elicited, 

that she was living in a state of unhallowed inter¬ 

course with one, who was not husband to her. He 

then discourses to her respecting acceptable wor- 
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ship, and in reference to the dispute, whether Goa 

ought to be worshipped at Jerusalem, or on the moun¬ 

tain of Samaria, he instructs her that the time had 

now come, when the Father might be worshipped 

anywhere, if worshipped in spirit and in truth. 

How interesting and cheering this truth, that God 

is not confined to temples made with hands, but 

that in the retirement of the closet, at the family 

altar, in the sick chamber, or even in the solitary 

desert, or on the wide expanse of the ocean’s waters, 

God will be present to hear, assist, and bless, if we 

worship him in spirit and in truth. 

Sept. 1. 

CHRIST AND THE WOMAN OF 
SAMARIA. 

The woman then left her water-pot, and went her way 
into the city.—John iv. 28. 

Christ having instructed her as to the nature of 

spiritual worship, she then expresses her faith in 

the long expected Messiah, and that when he came 

he would tell them all things. Jesus then declared 

unto her, that he was that Messiah; immedi¬ 

ately she left her waterpot, that with greater haste 

she might announce the glad tidings to her neigh¬ 

bours and friends. “ Come,” she said, “seeaman 

who told me all things that ever I did, is not this 

the Christ ? ” Then they went out of the city and 
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came to Jesus. And what was the sequel ? why 

many of them believed on Jesus, and besought him 

to tarry with them, and he abode there two days. 

How very interesting and instructive is the whole 

narrative. Have we become partakers of the living 

waters, which Christ communicates to thirsty, dying 

souls ? Do we indeed, and of a truth believe in 

him ? And have we said to Jesus, abide with us; 

and is he our chief beloved guest, formed in our 

hearts the hope of glory? The subject has been 

beautifully paraphrased, and applied to our own 

country, and which cannot fail to interest the pious 
reader. 

“At Jacob’s well a stranger sought. 

His drooping frame to cheer : 

Samaria’s daughter little thought 

That Jacob’s God was near. 

This had she known, her fainting mind 

For richer draughts had sigh’d. 

Nor had Messiah, ever kind, 

Those richer draughts deny’d. 

This ancient wTell, no glass so true, 

Britannia’s image shewrs. 

Now Jesus travels Britain through. 

But who the stranger knows ? 

Yet Britain must the stranger know. 

Or soon her loss deplore , 

Behold the living waters flow! 

Come drink, and thirst no more.” 
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Sept. 2. 

CHRIST OFFERING THE WATERS OF 
SALVATION. 

If any man thirst, let him come unto me and drink. — 
John vii. 37. 

On the last day of the feast of tabernacles, it was 

common for the worshippers to fetch water from the 

pool of Siloam, part of which they drank with great 

joy, while the rest was poured out on the altar, in 

remembrance of the waters supplied to their fathers 

from the rock in the wilderness. Jesus therefore 

availed himself of this occasion, and addressed the 

people, and said, “ If any man thirst, let him come 

unto me and drink.” Now our attention is called 

to several interesting particulars. The speaker on 

this occasion is Jesus. “ Jesus stood up and cried.” 

And it was for this very end that he visited our 

perishing world, that he might confer upon its in¬ 

habitants everlasting life. Never was so dignified 

a speaker heaid. Never did any speaker possess 

the authority, the power, or the goodness of Jesus. 

His resources are infinite, and they are all resources 

of mercy and grace. Of him it is said, that “ He 

is full of grace and truth.” And again it is said, 

that in him “ all fulness dwells.” Then notice the 

commodity he offers. It is living waters. Not the 

natural fluid so called, but spiritual drink, that 

which is adapted to the mind, that which satisfies 

the thirsty soul. The figure obviously refers to the 
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influence of the Spirit, for it is added, “ this he spake 

of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should 

receive.” Now as water cools and refreshes, and is 

essential to natural life, so the Holy Spirit allays 

the irritation of the mind, and fills the soul with all 

the refreshing blessings of peace, and is essential 

to spiritual existence and happiness. Have we re¬ 

ceived the Holy Spirit into our hearts ? Have we 

experienced the establishment of that kingdom 

within us, which is not meat and drink, but righ¬ 

teousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost? 

“ For if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he 

is none of his.” 

Sept 3. 

CHRIST OFFERING THE WATERS OF 

SALVATION. 
i 

Part II. - John vii. 37. 

Let us now glance at the characters to whom 

Christ’s invitation wTas addressed. If any man 

thirst let him come to me and drink. None but 

those who thirst will appreciate the living waters. 

None else could possibly enjoy them. To all else 

they would be offered in vain. But what is this 

thirsting ? It includes obviously a sense of need, a 

painful state of mind, resembling that which the 

body feels when scorched by heat. It also includes 

eager and intense desire. Hence says the Psalmist 
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“ As the hart panteth after the water-brooks, so 

panteth my soul after thee, O God.” Now it is 

not until we feel our extreme need, and until an 

ardent desire is enkindled, that we shall feel our 

interest in the gracious invitations of the gospel. 

Then observe the freeness and gratuitousness of the 

invitation itself. It is to any one that thirsts, who¬ 

ever he may be, whatever might have been his 

state and condition: so that none are excluded but 

those who, knowing not the value of the boon 

offered, exclude themselves. And all the terms 

proposed by Christ to such is merely this, that they 

come to Christ. “If any man thirst let him come 

to me.” And this coming is simply a willingness of 

mind to receive cordially the blessings which he 

waits to confer. It excludes every thing like merit, 

or price, or self-qualification. The waters have 

been provided. They flow freely before us; and 

we have only just to approach, to obey the gracious 

mandate, and apply them to our thirsty lips. And 

we may drink freely and abundantly. There is no 

restriction whatever, we may drink copious draughts, 

and satisfy all the desires of our thirsty souls. By 

the sweetness and vitality of these streams, and by 

the freeness of the invitation given, let us be con¬ 

strained to come to Christ, and to take of the wa • 

ters of life freely. 

“ Ho! ye that pant for living streams. 

And pine away, and die, 
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Here you may quench your raging thirst. 

With streams that never diy. 

These streams the whole creation reach. 

So plenteous is the store. 

Enough for all, enough for each. 

Enough for evermore.” 

Sept. 4. 

CHRIST THE CONSOLATION OF 
ISRAEL. 

Consolation of Israel.—Luke ii. 25. 

In this world of trouble and affliction, man stands 

in frequent need of consolation. His condition as 

a fallen guilty being, renders him the subject of 

conscious distress, anxiety, and fear. And the in¬ 

tense distresses of a guilty heart, can only be re¬ 

moved by a saving acquaintance with the Lord 

Jesus Christ. We must bear our oppressive yoke 

of vassalage, and be pressed beneath our burden of 

sin, until we come to Jesus, who invites us to take 

his yoke which is easy, and his burden which is 

light. With what eagerness thousands of contrite 

sinners have laid hold upon Jesus, in the day of 

spiritual awakening and alarm ! When all has 

been tempestuous around them, when the dread 

sentence, like the sable cloud has hovered over 

them, and when fear has seized them, as an armed 

man, then to Christ have they repaired, and in him 
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they have found abundant consolation. And who 

can tell how sweet, and how precious that con¬ 

solation has been ? Never did the thirsty tra¬ 

veller rejoice so much, when he had found the living 

stream in the desert, never did the manslayer enter 

more joyfully into the city of refuge, never did the 

condemned malefactor receive with greater happi¬ 

ness the pardon of his sovereign, at the last hour, 

than the guilty trembling sinner has received Je¬ 

sus, as the consolation of his heart. Now is the 

blackness of Sinai, exchanged for the glory of 

Zion. Now night is exterminated, and a day 

of celestial light hath visited the mind. Now 

is the sterility of winter ended, spring, verdant 

spring has arrived, and the time of the singing of 

birds has come. Old things have passed away, and 

all things have become new. The mind has lost 

its wretchedness, and the spirit its bitterness, and 

the consolation of Israel dwells and reigns in the 

heart. How desirable it is, that poor miserable 

sinners should savingly enjoy the knowledge of the 

consolation of Israel! 

Sept. 5. 

CHRIST THE CONSOLATION OF 
ISRAEL. 

Part II. — Luke ii. 27. 

As Christ is the consolation of the enquiring 
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penitent sinner, so also, is he the consolation of his 
believing people. When suffering poverty, re¬ 
proach, and persecution for his sake, he sympathizes 
with them, supports them, and makes his grace all- 
sufficient for them. To whom can they repair in 
the dark and cloudy day but Jesus ? Jesus, who 
is the only refuge from the tempest, and the only 
covert from the storm. When they are suffering 
from the temptations of the wicked one, Jesus is 
their only consolation. He teaches their hands to 
fight, he invigorates for the conflict, and they are 
more than conquerors through him that loved them. 
When drawing near to the valley of death, all their 
comfort is derived from Jesus. Living, they live 
to the Lord, and when they die, they die to the 
Lord, so that living or dying they are the Lord’s. 
Besides, his presence cheers them in death, with 
Stephen, they behold by the eyes of faith, their 
exalted Lord and Saviour, and gladly do they yield 
their falling tabernacles, that they may be for ever 
with Jesus, which is far better. On Christ’s blood, 
they rest for acceptance with the Father, on the pre ¬ 
valency of his intercession, they hope for the enjoy¬ 
ment of all heavenly and eternal good; and seeing 
that Jesus who was dead is alive again; they lay 
down their bodies in the dust, in sure and certain 
hope of a resurrection unto eternal life. O yes, 
Christ is the consolation of all the saints ! He is 
their morning star, and rising sun, — he is the 
fountain of all their enjoyment and the source of 
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all their bliss, — he is their chief good, their Alpha 

and Omega, their all and in all. And the consola¬ 

tion they enjoy in the possession of Christ, is real, 

not delusive; it is full and free, not limited; it is 

abiding, not fleeting and transient; it is eternal, 

not bounded by human life, or restricted to the pre¬ 

sent world. Christ is the consolation of all his 

people, either on earth or in heaven. 

Sept. 6. 

JESUS A VINE. 

I am the true vine. — John. xv. 1. 

The principal design of this parabolical address, 

was to shew the entire dependence of believers for 

all things on Christ. That as the branch cannot 

bear fruit of itself, so neither can believers be hap¬ 

py, or holy, or useful, but as they are connected 

with Christ, and influenced by his grace. For 

without him they can do nothing. At present let 

us consider the figure which Christ employs in re¬ 

ference to himself, “ I am the true vine.” Jesus 

may be likened to a vine, on account of his humble 

and lowly appearance. The vine is exceeded in 

height by the cedar, in strength by the oak, and 

in beauty by the palm tree. So Jesus appeared in 

a humiliating form. He did not come in celestial 

splendour, but in human weakness, the child of 

poverty, the man of sorrows and acquainted with 
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grief. But the vine is exceedingly fruitful. It is 

said, that one planted by the Empress Levina, 

yielded 108 gallons in one single year. Jesus is 

the richest source of all grace. In him all fulness 

dwells. He bears all kinds of spiritual fruits, adap¬ 

ted to the spiritual exigences of the soul of man. 

All our need is supplied out of the riches of the di¬ 

vine munificence, through Christ Jesus . The pro¬ 

duce of the vine is sweet and refreshing. It is said 

to cheer the heart of ma*n. Hence we are required 

to give it to such as are of a heavy heart, it is one of 

the chief luxuries of a kind and benignant provi¬ 

dence. Jesus is the fountain of peace and spiritual 

happiness. He heals the wounded conscience. He 

enlivens the soul, cheers the mind and bestows joy 

unspeakable and full of glory. The fruit of Jesus, 

the true vine, is spiritu?!, celestial, abundant, and 

eternal. Are we personally connected with him? 

Are we vital branches continually receiving his 

precious communications ? our felicity is connected 

with abiding in him, and it must be our constant 

aim and desire to bear much fruit. 

/ 
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Sept. 7. 

JESUS THE BISHOP OF SOULS. 

Bishop of your souls.—1 Pet. ii. 25. 

The terms Bishop, overseer, and pastor, obvi¬ 

ously signify the same office. To be a bishop 

therefore, is to have the oversight of the church, to 

be employed in governing, watching over, instruct¬ 

ing, and feeding the flock of God. This office God 

has committed to faithful men, whom he calls, 

qualifies, and sends forth into his kingdom. The 

Head of these, the Great Bishop, is the Lord Jesus 

Christ. From him they derive all their authority, 

power, and ability to execute their office. They 

labour for him; he employs them —supports them 

•—blesses them; to him they must give an account, 

“ And when the chief shepherd shall appear, they 

shall receive a crown of glory, that fadeth not away.” 

In the church there are teachers, but Jesus is the 

great teacher — there are rulers, but Jesus is the 

head over all — there are bishops, but Jesus is truly 

and preeminently the Bishop of souls. As such, he 

provides all spiritual supplies for his church. He 

leads his flock into green pastures, and by the side 

of still waters. He gives them all needful grace— 

blesses them with a supply of all good things, out 

of the exhaustless fulness of his grace. He breaks 

unto them the bread of everlasting life. And how 

well qualified he is, to make this provision ! All 
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resources are his. Yea, they are all within himself. 

He is possessed of boundless fulness; he can there¬ 

fore bestow grace upon grace, so that his disciples 

cannot possibly want; 

“ And his love is as great as his power. 

And neither knows measure nor end.” 

He constantly desires the well being of his people, 

they are never forgotten for a single instant. 

He anticipates all their desires, and often before 

they call, he prevents them by communications of 

his love and grace. His flock must be prosperous 

and happy. “ Happy is the people that is in such 

a case, yea happy is that people whose God is the 

Lord.” 

Sept. 8. 

JESUS THE BISHOP OF SOULS. 

Part II.—1 Pet. ii. 25. 

As the Bishop of souls, he not only supplies their 

wants, but he also superintends and directs all the 

affairs of his church. “ He is the Head of the body 

the church.” He appoints all its ordinances - di¬ 

rects all its movements — gives all its laws and 

regulations — institutes all its officers—and mana¬ 

ges all its concerns. Fie confers talents, and be¬ 

stows gifts and graces, to every one of its members, 

as “ he will.” He is the only Lord of conscience, 

and the only ruler of his church. As the Bishop 
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of souls, he constantly watches to promote its interests 

and welfare. His eyes are constantly upon it; he 

keeps it by day and by night, yea he keeps it every 

moment. He is the shield and abiding defence of 

his saints; he holds them all in his hand; he pro¬ 

tects them as the apple of his eye, they cannot pe¬ 

rish, neither can any pluck them out of his hands. 

“ Saviour of souls! he knows to prize. 

What he hath bought so dear.” 

As Bishop of souls, he ever dwells in the midst of 

his church; his presence is pledged. And tha 

promise he has ever verified, for, 

“ He makes his temples his abode, 

His most delightful seat.” 

Are we among those happy souls, who can claim 

Jesus as their Shepherd, their Bishop, their All in 

all? Are we the recipiants of his gracious supplies? 

Are we the objects of his care and rule ? Do we 

rejoice in his presence, and is it our meat and drink 

to honour him, and to do all his righteous will and 

pleasure ? Blessed are they who dwell in his house 

for they will be still praising him. 

O may we in his pastures feed— 

The objects of his love; 

Until he leads our happy souls. 

To fairer scenes above. 
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Sept 9. 

JESUS THE LION OF THE TRIBE OF 

JUDAH. 

The Lion of the tribe of Judah.—Rev. v. 5. 

While the blessed Jesus is compared to the 

Lamb on account of his meekness, tenderness, and 

patience, he is also compared to the Lion, on ac¬ 

count of his strength, courage, and generosity. 

These are the traits which render the Lion, the 

monarch, and noblest of all the beasts of the forest. 

Yet these but faintly typify the true character of 

Jesus, the Lion of the tribe of Judah. His strength 

is boundless ; he possesses all power both in heaven 

and on earth. Almightiness is one of his essential 

attributes. His courage is invincible. It is never 

recorded that he feared, except when the over¬ 

whelming floods of anguish and sorrow came over 

him in Gethsemane’s garden, and then he prayed 

with strong crying and tears, and overcame, and 

was delivered from that fear. In effecting our re¬ 

demption, he stood the combatant of all our foes, 

and he stood alone, he had none who aided him in 

the mighty conflict. Yes, his name possesses the 

power of a host, 

“ Angels and men before him fall. 

And devils fear and flv.” 

In all the greatness and glory of his majesty and 
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power, he went forth from conquering to conquer, 
until he overcame all his foes, and returned with 
triumph, as the Bozrah conqueror, mighty to save. 
But with all the power and courage he possesses, he 
is still eminently distinguished for his noble genero¬ 
sity. Hence, while he employed his power to crush 
the allied enemies of himself and man, yet he man¬ 
ifested the greatest possible goodness and mercy 
to our fallen guilty race. He might have con¬ 
demned and destroyed the world, but he came to 
redeem it, to bless it, and that the world through 
him might be saved. But to those who obstinately 
and impenitently reject his overtures of grace, he 
will indeed be the Lion of destruction, his genero¬ 
sity will be exchanged for displeasure and wrath, 
and his adversaries will he tear in pieces, and none 
shall deliver. The subject is therefore fraught 
with comfort and joy to the penitent believer, but 
with unspeakable terror to those who remain the 
victims of disobedience and unbelief. 

Sept. 10. 

TRANSFIGURATION OF CHRIST. 

And was transfigured before them.— 
Matt, xxvii. 2. 

The transfiguration was one of the most extra¬ 
ordinary events in the life of Jesus. It was a sort 
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of cessation from toil and degradation for a time—a 

kind of bright and luminous interval in the midst 

of a life of suffering and woe. All the particulars 

connected with it are worthy of minute attention, 

since they furnish so much interesting matter for 

profitable meditation. Who does not rejoice that 

the blessed Saviour should enjoy one joyous and 

illustrious scene, while passing through the sorrows 

and griefs of his career of bitterness and affliction ? 

Let us then take a contemplative survey of all the 

circumstances interwoven with this glorious and 

magnificent event. Consider, first, the witnesses of 

Christ’s transfiguration: these were,“Peter, James, 

and John,” a sufficient number to testify to what 

was seen and heard, and vet not too many to dis¬ 

turb the hallowed and sacred scene. Peter was 

one of Christ’s most zealous disciples, and hart 

recently made a noble confession of his messi- 

ahship and divinity. He was destined to fill a 

very high and honourable place in Christ’s king¬ 

dom, and afterwards was the first to introduce the 

gospel both amongst the Jews and Gentiles. James 

was the first apostle who was called to seal the gos¬ 

pel with his blood, and to wear the brilliant wreath 

of martyrdom. John was Christ’s beloved disciple, 

the youngest of all, and the individual who was to 

be the refuge and the friend of the heart-pierced 

mother of the crucified Jesus. It is remarkable 

that these were the favoured three who were the 

only witnesses when Christ raised the daughtei o* 
e 2 
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Jarius, and his only attendants when he endured 

the agony in the garden of Gethsemane. How 

well did it tend to qualify Peter for his illustrious 

mission, James for his martyrdom, and John for 

being so successful an advocate of Christ’s divinity 

and glory. 

Sept. 11. 

CHRIST’S TRANSFIGURATION. 

Part II. — Luke ii. 27. 

Having noticed the witnesses, let us now secondly 

consider the place of Christ’s transfiguration. The 

place was Mount Tabor. It is very remarkable 

how God has been pleased to select mountains as 

the scenes of some of the most important events 

that have transpired in our world. On Mount 

Ararat the ark of Noah rested, after having 

been tossed by the voters for more than six months. 

On Mount Moriah, Abraham typically offered his 

son Isaac. On Mount Horeb, God appeared to 

Moses in the burning bush. On Mount Sinai, 

God descended when he gave the law. On Mount 

Pisgah, Moses beheld the promised land, and on 

Mount Nebo, he expired by the mouth of the 

Lord. On Mount Ebal, Joshua built an altar to 

the Lord, and wrote upon stone the law of Moses. 

On Mount Carmel, the true God of heaven 

was magnified by Elijah, Baal confounded, and 
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the false prophets destroyed. In reference to 

the events of Christ’s life, it may be noticed, 

that on a mountain he preached his memora¬ 

ble sermon. On Mount Calvary he was crucified, 

and from Mount Olivet he ascended into glory. 

Mount Tabor was selected as the most appropriate 

for his transfiguration. No doubt, its elevation, 

retiredness, and solitude, were highly favourable to 

the glorious and august scene. The elevated mount 

seemed also to harmonize with that glorious exalt¬ 

ation which Jesus now experienced over the ordi¬ 

nary circumstances of his life. The season of 

Christ’s transfiguration was night. Often during 

the night had God appeared to the patriarchs and 

prophets. Jesus had often spent whole nights in 

meditation and prayer, and now, during this 

silent season, is he transfigured, the surrounding 

darkness rendering his white and glorious ap¬ 

pearance more striking and magnificent. What a 

scene ! The world in darkness, and fast linked in 

the arms of slumber, and still faster bound by the 

fetters of guilt: and Jesus, the rejected of that 

world, conversing with heavenly intelligences, en¬ 

veloped with light and splendour. 

Sept. 12. 

CHRIST’S TRANSFIGURATION. 

Part III. — Matt. xvii. 2. 

It is deserving of our particular attention tha* 
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as Christ “prayed, he was transfigured; ” and \i 

appears that he had ascended the mountain, with 

his disciples, to pray. All Christ’s important engage¬ 

ments were thus hallowed with prayer. Prayer dis¬ 

tinguished all the leading steps of his illustrious 

career. When he was baptized, and received the 

anointing of the Spirit, and the attestation of the 

Father, he was praying. When he was tempted 

by Satan in the desert, he prayed. When he 

wrought some of his more splendid miracles, he 

prayed. When his soul was in agony at Gethse- 

mane, he prayed. When crucified, and he was 

giving up the Ghost, he prayed. When, after 

standing on Olivet’s glorious summit, he took his 

celestial flight to glory, 

“ He entered heaven by prayer.” 

And now, that he is in the holiest place of all, he 

ever liveth, to make intercession for us. Thus, be 

it observed, all events and conditions were sancti¬ 

fied by prayer. Ordinances, temptations, miracles, 

afflictions, persecutions, death, and glory, were thus 

rendered sacred by the devotional exercise of the 

Son of God. While he “prayed,” his transfigu¬ 

ration was effected. And is not this a token of the 

honour Jehovah designed to confer upon this holy 

exercise ? And ought we not to be influenced by 

it at all times and in all places, and in every pos¬ 

sible variety of condition, to offer up prayer before 

him, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and 
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doubting? We cannot be followers of Jesus with¬ 

out prayer. We cannot endure prosperity or bear 

adversity without prayer. Ordinances will profit 

nothing without prayer. We shall never be glori¬ 

fied unless we live and die in the exercise of prayer. 

Sept. 13. 

CHRIST’S TRANSFIGURATION. 

Part IV.—Matt. xvii. 1-8. 

We have already adverted to the witnesses, the 

place, the season, and the exercise in which Christ 

was engaged, when his transfiguration took place. 

Let us now consider the transfiguration itself. The 

change which passed upon the Saviour, related, 

I. — to his person. His person became luminous, 

majestic, and glorious. He appeared no longer to 

dwell in an earthly tabernacle, but to be irradiated 

with beams of effulgent light and splendour. Most 

likely he appeared in that glory which he now pos¬ 

sesses before the throne of God. That glory which 

overwhelmed Saul of Tarsus, and which caused 

John in Patmos, to fall as one dead before him. 

Then his transfiguration included the splendour of 

his countenance. “ His face did shine as the sun.” 

It is said of Moses, that when he came from the 

mount, the people could not look upon his irradiated 

face. But his glory wras but evanescent, commu- 
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nicated, and the result of converse with Deity. 

But Christ’s glory, like the sun’s, was underived, 

his, was his own essential glory which he had with 

the Father before the world was. How incon¬ 

ceivably resplendent must that light be, which is to 

illumine the whole celestial world by its eternal 

rays ! Then Christ’s transfiguration also respected 

his apparel. His garments w'ere “ white as light,” 

<£ exceeding white as snow.” His garments were 

not symbolical of war, terror, and destruction, but 

of holiness, blessedness, and peace. When Daniel 

beheld him as the Ancient of Days, “his garments 

were white as snow.” When John saw him in his 

vision, “ his head and hair were white as snow.” 

And when he shall judge all nations, he shall appear 

on a “ great white throne,” before which, the hea¬ 

vens and earth shall flee away. Such were the 

effects produced upon Christ by his transfiguration, 

doubtless a representation of his dignity before he 

assumed a servant’s form, and also of that glory 

which he should possess through eternal ages, when 

he had finished the work which had been given him 

to do. That work he did finish, on that glory he 

has entered, and all true believers are joint-heirs 

with him, and if they suffer with him, they shall 

also be glorified together. 

“ Him eye to eye we then shall see. 

Our face like his shall shine, 

O what a glorious company. 

When saints and angels join ! ” 
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Sept. 14. 

CHRIST’S TRANSFIGURATION. 

Part V.—Matt. xvii. 1-8. 

Let us now consider the attendants at Christ’s 

transfiguration. There were 44 Moses and Elias.” 

It might be thought that angels ought rather to 

have been present to have witnessed the glorious 

scene. But angels are not so closely connected 

with Christ as men; he took our nature, not theirs, 

and while he is the Lord of angels, he is the kins¬ 

man and the redeemer of man. The men selected 

for this august occasion, were among the most dis¬ 

tinguished of the servants of God, that ever lived. 

Moses was one. He had flourished about fifteen 

hundred years before Christ’s appearance; he was 

the first writer of the sacred scriptures; the deli¬ 

verer of the Jews; the first lawgiver under God, 

an illustrious prophet, and eminent type of Jesus, 

and the founder of that economy which for genera¬ 

tions was identified with his name. Now then he 

appeared to lay down his authority at the feet of 

Christ, to testify to his Divinity and Messiahship, 

and to give him homage as the world’s long pre¬ 

dicted prophet and redeemer. The other attendant 

was Elias, or Elijah, as Moses stood at the head of 

the Levitical economy, so he represented the pro¬ 

phetical dispensation. He had been distinguished 

as one of the holy and zealous servants of the Lord 
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of hosts, and was not suffered to feel the pains 

of death, but was removed to heaven in a chariot 

of fire. In these two distinguished servants, then, 

we have both the law and the prophets honour¬ 

ing him, “ Of whom Moses in the law, and the 

prophets did write.” And they appeared in concert 

together, to shew that Christ was the centre, sum, 

and substance both of the law and the prophets. 

Now of these illustrious personages, it is said, “ they 

appeared in glory.” No doubt they would shine as 

bright and beautifully as angels. Long had they 

been the sons of celestial light, long had they been 

surrounded by the noontide splendour of meridian 

day, and now in the habiliments of glory, they ap¬ 

pear to witness the transfiguration of their blessed 

Lord. Their appearance obviously contradicts the 

morbid doctrine of the soul’s sleep till the resur¬ 

rection morn, and clearly teaches us, that the de¬ 

parted spirits of the saints, are in a state of blessed 

consciousness, and in the possession of distinguished 

happiness and glory. 

Sept 15. 

CHRIST’S TRANSFIGURATION. 

Part VI.—Matt, xvii 1-8 

Moses and Elijah not only descended to witness 

Christ’s transfiguration, but also to hold fellowship 

and converse with him. Hence it is said, that 



or Christian’s portion. 427 

Moses and Elias were “talking with him.” The 

subject of their conversation is happily revealed to 

us; for Luke says, they “spake of his decease 

which he should accomplish at Jerusalem.” The 

word employed in reference to Christ’s death, is 

“decease,” which signifies departure, and is sup¬ 

posed to allude to the dismissal of the scape goat, 

with the sins of the people on its head, into the 

wilderness for ever. Christ afterwards spake of his 

death in similar terms, when he said, “I go away,” 

but “ If I go away, I will come again, &c.” Paul 

in like manner, looked upon his death as a decease 

or departure, when he said, “ the time of my depar¬ 

ture is at hand.” Now this decease, Christ was to 

“ accomplish ; ” now here Christ's death is spoken 

of as an active, and not a passive act. And this 

perfectly agrees with the facts of the case. For he 

“gave” his life, he “laid it down,” he “yielded” 

up his spirit. No man had power to take it from 

him : he therefore had power to lay it down, and 

he had power to take it up again. And had not 

his death been his own free and active act, it could 

not have been acceptable as a sacrifice for the sins 

of the world. The decease was to be accomplished 

at “Jerusalem.” Calvary had been appointed as the 

summit on which the cross was to be erected. Jeru¬ 

salem was to be the city where the “ fountain was 

to be opened for sin and uncleanness: ” here he 

was to be tried, condemned, and put to death. 

But, it is said, they “ spake ” of his decease. Per- 
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haps, of the necessity of it, to realize types, to fulfil 

prophecies, and to save the world. Perhaps of its 

influence, in spoiling the powers of darkness, de¬ 

stroying death, opening the tomb, and extending 

wide the portals of the heavenly city. Perhaps 

they spake of the rewards with which it should be 

followed, in seeing the prolonging of his days, the 

extension of his kingdom, the boundless travail of 

his soul, and the joyous acclamations he should 

receive from redeemed spirits, through the ages of 

eternity. How all-important to man was the death 

of Christ! What a theme for reading, for con¬ 

versation, and for study ! No wonder the apostle 

determined to know nothing else. Christ crucified, 

though foolishness to the Greeks, and a stumbling- 

block to the Jews, is to them that believe, both the 

wisdom and the power of God. 

Sept. 16. 

PETER’S TRANSPORT AT CHRIST’S 

TRANSFIGURATION. 

Lord, it is good for us to be here.—Matt. xvii. 4. 

It must always have been good to be with 

Jesus. Yet there were times in his career when 

his disciples must have felt peculiar pleasure, and 

abounding delight and joy. When he was deliver 

ing his heavenly discourses, and when he was work- 
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ing his splendid yet gracious miracles, must have 

been among these profitable seasons. None how¬ 

ever were more calculated to produce these raptu¬ 

rous effects, than when he was transfigured. Every 

thing was calculated to make it good to be there. 

To see two of the most distinguished servants of 

God, arrayed in garbs of glory,—to hear a conver¬ 

sation between these illustrious glorified souls, and 

the blessed Jesus, on the subject of the world’s re¬ 

demption,—to be elevated to the summit of Tabor, 

and to be far from the world’s noise, its sneers, its 

revilings, and persecutions,— to behold the blessed 

Lord whose form was generally darkened with the 

bitterness of grief, now joyous, now receiving the 

homage of departed saints, and enjoying the fore¬ 

taste of his future glory. It must have been good 

to be there: it was indeed heaven upon earth. 

The militant and the triumphant church in deputa¬ 

tion, with the Lord of both, transfigured in the 

midst of them. It is always good to be on the 

mount of meditation and prayer: to have commu¬ 

nion with the saints, and to behold Christ’s glory. 

“ Our willing souls would stay. 
In such a frame as this, 

And sit and sing themselves away 
To everlasting bliss. 

And if our fellowship below. 
In Jesus be so sweet. 

What heights of rapture shall we know. 
When round his throne wre meet/’ 
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Sept. 17. 

PETER’S PROPOSAL TO BUILD 

TABERNACLES FOR MOSES, ELIAS, 

AND CHRIST. 

Let us make here three tabernacles, one for thee, and one 

for Moses, and one for Elias.—Matt, xvii, 4. 

Peter’s rapturous state of mind carried him 

quite away, hence he was anxious to perpetuate the 

scene. The proposal was the result of happy ex¬ 

citement, but not of wisdom and reflection. His 

proposal in many respects was worthy of him, and 

displayed amiable and interesting traits of charac¬ 

ter. Fie wished only to build “ tabernacles,” a 

sort of booths, not permanent dwellings. He 

wanted these tabernacles to be on the mount of 

prayer, not in the crowded unhallowed scenes of the 

world. He wished the first to be erected for Christ, 

thus giving Jesus the Saviour, the preference over 

Moses and Elias. He did not say any thing about 

himself and brethren, perhaps he was anxious that 

they should be with Jesus, adoring at his feet. Then 

he referred the matter to Christ, 66 Lord if thou 

wilt,” if it seem good in thy sight, if not, thy will 

be done. Yet the proposal displayed the weakness 

of the Apostle. Luke says, “ Not knowing what 
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he said.” Peter erred, in that he wanted heaven 

here, forgetting that this world is the field of war¬ 

fare, the race course, the ocean, the place of tri¬ 

umph, the goal;—the heaven is above. Peter lost 

sight of his brethren below, the other disciples who 

had not been invited to the scene, and therefore 

his plan was limited and selfish. Peter too forgot 

that it was unreasonable to wish to detain Moses 

and Elias, on a barren mountain, after they had 

become the citizens of the heavenly Zion. Besides 

three tabernacles at any rate were unnecessary, 

Moses and Elias, with all the redeemed company, 

not only wished to have communion with each 

other but especially to dwell with Jesus, and wor¬ 

ship before him. He also forgot the conver¬ 

sation which related to Christ’s decease at Jerusa¬ 

lem. An ignorant world had to be instructed, and 

the eternal interests of men, secured by his death 

upon the cross. It behoved therefore that the 

convocation, glorious as it was, must be dissolved: 

the splendour of the scene begins already to de¬ 

part, the inexpressible extacy subsides. Jesus 

touches the Apostles, who had been overwhelmed 

with the glory they had beheld, and the well-known 

voice addresses them, “ Arise, and be not afraid.” 

The celestial visitants have departed, the cloud of 

the Divine presence and glory is removed, and now 

they leave the mountain, to perform the work 

which God had given them to do. Let us learn, 

however joyous may be the seasons which we may 
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possess here, that they must be transitory, perma¬ 

nent bliss is enjoyed only in heaven, and a voice 

is constantly addessing us, e< Arise and depart ye, 

for this is not your rest,” but there remaineth an 

eternal sabbath for the people of God. 

Sept. 18. 

JESUS OUR HOPE. 

The Lord Jesus Christ, who is our hope.— 1 Tim. i. 1. 

Hope is a most joyous sensation of mind arising 

from the expectation of future good. Now God 

has been pleased to reveal and promise to all be¬ 

lievers, the possession of future eternal good, even 

the enj oyment of his favour and presence for ever. 

This is what is comprehended in the term salva¬ 

tion. Now Jesus is essentially the soul and spring 

of this hope, so much so, that with propriety he 

may be styled our hope itself. He is styled the 

<k Hope of Israel,” and the 66 Hope of his people,” 

the Apostle describes him as dwelling in us, the 

“ Hope of glory.” His merits are the ground of 

our hope. Had he not been obedient, magnified 

the law and died for our sins, Divine mercy would 

not have been communicated, so that we should 

have been the subjects of everlasting despair. But 

by his death, he hath redeemed us to God, and 

through him we have reconciliation and acceptance 
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with God. His resurrection is the pledge of our 

hope. By his death we are redeemed, and by his 

resurrection, we have a demonstrative proof of his 

divinity, and hence, of the acceptableness of the 

offering of himself. Hence all our confidence as 

to his virtue and merits, is firmly established and 

immovably fixed by his resurrection from the 

dead. Hence we are said to be “ Begotten again 

to a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus from 

the dead.” His gospel is the warrant of hope. 

Here we have the rich blessing of his grace and 

love revealed to us: here they are published, and 

freely offered: here the word and truth of God 

are pledged for their ratification. The spirit of 

Christ is the warrant of our hope. By the enjoy¬ 

ment of Christ’s spirit, we possess the beginning, 

the first fruits of the blessings promised. And the 

spirit is given us as an earnest that the full inheri¬ 

tance shall finally be ours. The enjoyment of 

Christ is the great object of hope : to be transfor¬ 

med into his likeness, to enjoy his presence, to 

dwell in his kingdom, and to participate of his 

glory, is the consummation of blessedness. The 

possession of Jesus, is the possession of eterna llife. 

He who inherits Christ, inherits all things. 
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Sept. 19. 

CHRIST RAISING LAZARUS. 

Lazarus, come forth.—John ii. 43. 

What wondrous effects often followed the utter¬ 

ing of a single sentence by the Son of God. What 

numerous practical exhibitions we have of the 

“word of his power.” He once addressed the 

tempest of tbe Galilean lake, and said, “ peace, 

be stilt,” and there was an instant calm. At an¬ 

other time, he spake to a legion of devils, which 

possessed the wretched demoniac, and said, “ come 

out of the man,” and they trembled before him, 

and came ou*t of the man. To Lepers he had but 

to say, “ be ye clean,” and at once they were 

cleansed. And now, standing by the grave of 

Lazarus, who had been dead four days, he exerted 

the same almighty voice, and said,“ Lazarus, come 

forth,” and immediately he lived, and heard, and 

came forth. Observe a few things connected with 

this illlustrious miracle. See the piety with which 

it was distinguished: he lifted up his eyes to 

heaven, adored the Father, and gave him thanks, 

and blessed him, because he was always heard of 

him. By prayer and thanksgiving did Jesus hallow 

the miraculous actions of his life. Then the mira¬ 

cle was distinguished also for yrcat affection. Laza¬ 

rus had been his beloved friend. It was at his 

grave that the eyes of Jesus were suffused with 
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tears, until the spectators observed it, and said, 

“ Behold, how he loved him ! ” Then there was 

also the power and glory of this miracle : to give 

life to the dead — to raise from the grave, after 

the spirit had been disembodied four days. Jesus 

had on one occasion given life to the ruler’s daugh¬ 

ter immediately after death: he had raised the 

widow’s son as they were bearing him to the place 

of burial. But now, he not only conquers death, 

but brings Lazarus forth from the habitation of 

mortality, and thus spoils the grave itself. What 

power does Jesus possess ! What glory belongs to 

his illustrious name ! Who would not fear before 

him ? Well may raptured hosts exclaim, as they 

worship at his feet, “ Blessing, and honour, and 

power, and glory, be unto him that sitteth upon 

the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever.” 

Sept. 20. 

THE RESURRECTION OF LAZARUS 

IMPROVED. 

John xi. 38 — 45. 

The resurrection of Lazarus presents us with 

a striking representation of the restoration of dead 

sinners to the life and faith of the gospel. In 

this state of spiritual death are all men involved. 

Every man is in a prostrated, degraded, and loath- 
•> v 
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some condition. “ Dead in trespasses and sins,” 
is a sentence applicable to all men. Christ 
by the power of his almighty word, can raise men 
from this death, and impart spiritual life to the 
soul. Hen^e we read of being “born again, of the 
incorruptible seed of the word of God.” Now it is 
only by the power of this almighty word that the 
soul can be quickened, and raised from the grave 
of pollution and guilt, and come forth to live to 
him who is truly the resurrection and the life. 
Reader, have you felt this power—have you heard 
this voice—and do vou now live a life of faith on 
the Son of God, who loved you and gave himself 
for you ? The resurrection of Lazarus also directs 
our attention to the resurrection of believers in the 
morning of the Saviour’s second advent into our 
world. What a glorious morning wall that be, when 
Christ, with glory infinitely brighter than the sun 
at noonday, shall appear again without a sin offer¬ 
ing for the eternal redemption of his people* Then 
the mighty harvest of his sleeping saints will be 
gathered in, of whom he was the glorious first- 
fruits. He will not then stand at the confines of 
one tomb, to raise one beloved friend; but in the 
air, he will give one mighty, omnific shout, and all 
his sleeping dead shall hear his voice, and live, and 
come forth, as loyal subjects, to hail with rapture 
their descending king. In what beauty will they 
be arrayed !—possessing bodies like unto Christ’s 
glorious body, spiritual, undying -even as the body 
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of their exalted head. Him they shall behold, and 

shall be transformed unto his celestial likeness, 

and as they have borne the image of the earthy, 

so now shall they bear the image of the heavenly, 

and shall be kings and priests to God and the 

Lamb for ever. Let this subject reconcile us to 

the loss of friends, and let it cheer the Christian in 

the hour of nature’s decay, and in the article of 

death itself. Yes, Jesus, who raised Lazarus, lives, 

and because he liveth, all his saints shall live 

also. 

Sept. 21. 

CHRIST WASHING HIS DISCIPLES’ 

FEET. 

And began to wash the disciples' feet. — 

John xiii. 5. 

In our last exercise, we witnessed the power 

and glory of Jesus in the resurrection of Lazarus 

from the dead. Now we are called upon to witness 

his amazing humility and condescension in stoop¬ 

ing to wash the disciples’ feet. What majesty and 

lowliness distinguished the actions of Jesus ! What 

heavenly grandeur, and yet what earthly conde¬ 

scension ! He by whom all things were created 

and unto whom the ascriptions of the myriads of 

spirits in glory are rendered, disdains not to be 

girt about with a towel, washing the feet of his 
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own creatures, and wiping them with the towel with 

which he was girded. What a proof that Jesus 

became the servant of servants. What an example 

of tender meekness and voluntary humiliation in 

the Son of God. Who can imagine the scene 

without being affected ? Who can reflect upon it 

without being ashamed ? Man, a worm of the 

earth, is inflated with pride, and takes every occa¬ 

sion to display his authority over those whom he 

considers to be beneath him, while the creator of 

man, the Lord of angels, is seen stooping to the 

lowest office, and washing his disciples’ feet. And 

wherefore did he do it? He himself informs us 

that it was, that they might not assume lordship 

over each other, but that in love and humility they 

might also wash each other’s feet. Christ is there¬ 

fore our great model; to him we are always to 

look, his example always to copy, and his lowly 

spirit always to evince. We are to regard all the 

family of believers as our brethren, and to cultivate 

towards each of them unfeigned esteem and fer¬ 

vent love. In all cases we are to think more 

highly of them than of ourselves, and be ready 

to perform any act of hospitality, and, if neces¬ 

sary, even to wash their feet. Such did Jesus, 

and such is the application which he made of his 

own conduct. 

“ Lord, that I may learn of thee. 

Give me true humility : 
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Wean my soul, and keep it low. 

Willing thee alone to know.” 

Sept. 22. 

CHRIST THE WAY. 

I am the Way.—John xiv. 6. 

The Christian is professedly a pilgrim, a pilgrim 

on his way to glory. He is seeking a better country, 

that is to say, a heavenly one. He looks upwards 

beyond the glittering starry skies, and sings, 

“ There is my house and portion fair, 

My treasure and my heart are there. 

And my abiding home.” 

To this world of happiness and rest, Jesus is the 

way. A dear description of that blessed world was 

never given, until Jesus was manifested in the flesh, 

and brought life and immortality to light by his 

gospel. He spoke of it in the most plain and fami¬ 

liar terms, called it his “ father’s house,” the place 

of many mansions. And on some occasions, he re¬ 

ferred to its purity, and its celestial glory. How 

splendid must the imperial palace of Jehovah be ! 

—the seat of his heavenly court, the residence of his 

spiritual and glorious hosts, where he is seated on 

his high and lofty throne, in overwhelming splendour 

of eternal light. To dwell in the presence of God, 
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is supreme felicity and eternal life. Here is fulness 

of joy, and pleasures for evermore. Christ is the 

way also, because he only can confer the title to the 

possession of heaven. Heaven is the inheritance, 

and we become heirs, through the justifying grace 

of Jesus. By faith in his mediatorial work, we be¬ 

come the sons of God, and joint heirs with Jesus 

Christ. Jesus also imparts the meetness necessary 

to its enjoyment. Before it can be enjoyed, we 

must be made meet; this he effects by the cleansing 

power of his blood, as communicated by the sancti¬ 

fying influences of his Holy Spirit. Thus he makes 

us partakers of his own nature, and renders it capa¬ 

ble of participating in his glory. Then he is the 

way, as he is our glorious leader and example. He 

is the guide of his people, and he hath left us an 

example, that we should follow his steps. O yes, 

he as our forerunner, has gone before, and has 

opened a new and living way into the holiest place, 

and hath consecrated it for us, by his precious blood. 

No man can come to the possession of the Father’s 

favour on earth, or the possession of the glory he 

bestows in heaven, but through him. 

Sept. 23. 

CHRIST THE WAY. 

Part II.—John xiv. 6. 

Jesus is the only way to eternal glory. There 
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is but one Mediator between God and man, the 

man Christ Jesus. He is the one immutable foun¬ 

dation, the rock of ages, and other foundation can 

no man lay, than that is laid, which is Christ. To 

him as the way, all the prophets testified; and John, 

as his illustrious harbinger and herald, proclaimed 

him as the Lamb of God, who taketh away the sins 

of the world. It is the especial work of the min¬ 

istry, to point inquiring penitent souls to Jesus, as 

the only refuge and saviour from the wrath to come. 

And in doing this, the distinguishing features of 

this way must be specified. Its freeness must be 

proclaimed, that it is not restricted to a select 

few of mankind, but that Christ is the Saviour of 

all men, especially of them that believe. Thai there 

is no condition, natural or moral,which can exclude 

from Jesus and his salvation, but the self-willed 

and persevering exercise ol unbelief. He hath de¬ 

clared that whosoever cometh unto him, lie will in 

no wise cast out. Then its gratuitousness must be 

announced. As it is free to all, so it is free to all 

on the most gracious terms; there is no moral fit¬ 

ness required. No meritorious service is demanded. 

Unworthy, wretched, and truly despicable, rebelli¬ 

ous sinners, may approach Jesus as they are, for 

“ All the fitness he require th. 

Is to feel their need of him/’ 
/ 

Then it is a way of sure and certain blessedness. All 

who have received Jesius, and walk in him, possess 
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peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. Their course 

infallibly tends to eternal life. No evil can come 

near them, no mischief can befall them; abiding 

in him they cannot perish, neither can any pluck 

them out of his hands. They go from strength to 

strength, every one of them at last, appears before 

God in the celestial Zion. 

Jesus my Lord thou only art. 

Salvation’s blessed way. 

Oh, cheer my heart, and keep my feet 

Unto eternal day. 

Sept. 24. 

CHRIST THE WONDERFUL. 

And his name shall he called Wonderful.—Isaiah ix. 6. 

When the angel of the Lord, (doubtless none 

other than the Son of God,) appeared to Manoah, 

and was asked his name, he said, “ Why askest 

thou thus after my name, seeing it is secret, or 

wonderful.” (Judges iii. 18.) Now this is the 

very title the evangelical prophet is here applying 

to the Redeemer: his name, he says, shall be called 

wonderful. How truly applicable is this title to 

Christ ! He is wonderful in every respect in which 

he can be contemplated. As the Deity, he must 

of course be past finding out. But he is wonderful 

in all that relates to his mediatorial person, offices, 
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and work. Consider the wonderful constitution of 

his person. Jehovah-Jesus, God, manifest in the 

flesh. Eternity, united to a span of human exis¬ 

tence. Omnipotence dwelling in the weakness of 

our manhood. The Great and most high God, 

assuming human form, and really allied by the most 

mysterious of all unions, to a nature which had bp- 

come degraded and worthless, by reason of trans¬ 

gression. Then too, how wonderful that notwith¬ 

standing that union, his own purity and dignity re¬ 

mained unaffected; he partook not of one feature 

of our depravity, of one sinful infirmity. How mar¬ 

vellous indeed that the glory of Jehovah of hosts, 

should be enshrined in a tabernacle of flesh, and 

dwell amongst us, that the splendour of his Divinity 

should be beheld, as the glory of the only begotten 

of the Father, full of grace and truth. In the mys¬ 

terious formation of Christ’s human nature, the 

Holy Ghost employed his miraculous influence in 

a way, unknown before, and thus produced a divinely 

glorious personage, who is the wonder both of hea¬ 

ven and earth. O let us contemplate the character 

of our adorable and wonderful Jesus. Here our 

thoughts may be employed to our real profit and 

abiding welfare. Here is a mystery, which prophets 

and apostles, yea and angels have endeavored to 

explore, but in vain. 

“ ’Tis mystery all let men adore. 
And angel minds enquire no more.” 
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Sept. 25. 

CHRIST THE WONDERFUL. 

Part II.—Isaiah ix. 6. 

As Jesus was wonderful in the constitution of 

his person, and in his marvellous conception, so 

also was he distinguished for the wonderful office 

which he assumed, and the works which he effected. 

In previous ages, God had separated his servants 

to various duties and pursuits. „ Some had filled 

the prophetical, others the priestly, and others the 

kingly office. Some were rulers over the people, 

others teachers, and others the generals, or leaders 

of their armies. In Christ all these offices centered, 

on him all these duties devolved. He was emphat¬ 

ically the prophet of the most high God, the priest 

after the order of Melchisedec, and Zion’s great 

and glorious king. He came to rule over his peo¬ 

ple, to instruct the ignorant, and to be the illustri¬ 

ous captain of salvation. And he possessed all the 

requisites for these various offices, and that in the 

most perfect degree. He was copiously anointed 

with the Spirit of prophecy, and knew all things. 

The sacred unction rested on his priestly head, 

in all its sanctifying plenitude. Wisdom, power, 

and essential dignity contributed to elevate him 

as the King of kings, and Lord of lords. His 

rule was associated with perfect and infallible 

knowledge, and spotless justice and equity. As 
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As a teacher, he spake and taught as no man ever 

else did; he spake with divine authority and power, 

so that the people were astonished at his doctrine, 

and exclaimed, c< Never man spake like this man.9 

And as the Captain of God’s sacred host, he went 

forth to conflict, and spoiled all his foes, and re¬ 

turned to his throne, as the Bozrah conqueror, ter¬ 

rible to his adversaries, yet mighty to save. O the 

amazing combination of qualities in our wonderful 

Redeemer ! Greatness and humility, courage and 

meekness, power and voluntarily assumed weakness, 

glory and abasement, riches and poverty, holy, wise, 

omnipotent, and eternal, yet accounted base, utterly 

worthless, and at last actually despised, and put to 

death. 

“All Hail, mysterious King ! 

Hail David’s ancient root! 

Thou righteous branch which thence did’st spring. 

To give the nations fruit.*’ 

As Jesus is wonderful in his person and offices, 

so he is also wonderful in the titles by which he is 

set forth. He is the great, mighty, and only true 

and wise God. ITe is the Prince of the kings of 

the earth — the Lord of armies — the only living 

and true Potentate — King of kings—Governor 

of the nations — and Proprietor of the universe. 

Before him the loftiest seraphs bend, and all the 
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angels of God worship him. The Father speaks 

of him as his fellow, his eternal delight, and 

says unto him, “ thy throne, O God, is for ever 

and ever/’ All ascriptions of praise, and blessing, 

and honor, and power, and glory, and rule, and 

dominion, are presented to him by the intellectual 

hosts of glory, incessantly: 

Before his feet the countless hosts 

Of seraphim do fall. 

And, with profoundest awe, unite 

To crown him Lord of all. 

He is wonderful in all his works; his works are 

those of true and essential divinity. He hath cre¬ 

ated all things by the energy of his omnific voice, 

and he upholdeth all things by the word of his 

power. Here then Christ appears before us in all 

the inconceivable greatness and grandeur of his 

boundless operations and works. Who then can un¬ 

derstand his wonderful character, or by searching, 

find him out to perfection? O the depths of the 

riches, both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! 

And yet in redemption it appears that he has ex¬ 

ceeded all his other works, that here has been a 

mightier and grander display of his essential and 

infinite perfections; hence, says the poet, 

“ Our thoughts are lost in reverend awe. 

We love and we adore ; 

The first archangel never saw. 

So much of God before.” 
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O yes, in redemption we have not the hidings, but 

the manifestations of his glory and power; here is 

not a partial, but a full display of the glories of the 

divine nature. 

“ Here the whole Deity is known, 

Nor dares the creature guess. 

Which of the glories brightest shone. 

The justice or the grace.” 

Sept. 26. 

CHRIST THE WONDERFUL. 

Part IV.—Isaiah ix. 6. 

Christ’s love is wonderful. If we consider the 

objects of his love, how sinful, wretched, and un¬ 

worthy they were of the least favorable regard. 

Yet he pitied, and had compassion even on the un¬ 

godly. And the intensity of his love towards us is 

wonderful. He loved us with a love altogether 

unparalleled and unknown. He loved us so much 

as to yield himself a free atoning sacrifice tor our 

guilt. Loved us more than he loved the dignities 

and joys of his glorious and imperial palace. Herein 

is love; love setting all description, and all human 

conception utterly at defiance, love that passeth all 

understanding. His sufferings were wonderful. 

Well might he be called, “ A man of sorrows and 

acquainted with griefs.” How varied, yet how 
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deeply intense were his sufferings ! He suffered 
poverty, calumny, and hatred; he was bitterly per¬ 
secuted, falsely charged, unjustly tried, and wick¬ 

edly condemned to die. He was scourged, buffeted, 
spit upon, and nailed to the cross. In dying, he 
was ridiculed, taunted, and mocked. Earth and 
heaven seemed combined to cause the waters of 
affliction to cover his sacred spirit, and the waves 
of trouble, in successive rolling billows, went over 
his blessed head. 

“ Oh ! Lamb of God was ever love. 
Was ever grief like thine ? 

His life in all its stages was wonderful. From the 
announcement of his incarnation, to his last shout 
upon the cross, there was one continued series of 

great and astonishing events. He spake as never 
man spake; he lived, and prayed, and blessed men, 
in a way peculiar to himself. He arose upon our 
world, as the great and wonderful orb of spiritual 
day, and in a sky of sable blackness—except as it was 
streaked with the crimson of his precious blood; he 
set on Calvary’s elevated and solemn summit. 

Sept. 27. 

CHRIST THE COUNSELLOR. 

Counsellor.—Isaiah ix. 6. 

It was predicted of Jesus, that there should rest 
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upon him the Spirit of “ counsel and might.” And 

there never was any so well qualified for giving 

counsel as the blessed Jesus. His knowledge and 

wisdom are infinite; he knows all things connected 

with the past, present, and future, therefore error 

with him is impossible. Infallibility in its most abso¬ 

lute and extended application, belongs to him. 

And fhis infallibility of understanding in Jesus, 

applies to all subjects connected with man and 

Jehovah, with earth and heaven, and with time and 

eternity. Then his fidelity is unimpeachable. As 

he cannot err, neither can he violate the principles 

of equity and truth. Insincerity often distinguishes 

the counsels of men, sometimes arising from a desire 

to flatter, at other times the operation of selfish 

feeling, but Jesus ever exhibited the truth, the 

whole truth, and the truth at all times. Then his 

counsel was associated with tenderness and affection. 

He ever spoke the truth in love. Even when he 

uttered those fearful denunciations against the 

Pharisees, his heart so overflowed with love, that 

his address was succeeded by a flood of tears, his 

compassionate heart was melted down, when he 

contemplated the ruin their incorrigibleness would 

bring upon them. This affection never forsook 

him for a single instant, even in the agonies of 

a death, which human cruelty was inflicting. He 

prayed, 66 Father forgive them, they know not what 

they do.” Then as our counsellor, he is ever easy 

of access. He is never far from those who seek his 
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face in sincerity and truth. If we acknowledge him 

in all our ways, and refer all our concerns to his 

counsel, he will infallibly direct our steps. O then 

let us commit our ways to him, that he may bring 

them to pass. To whom else shall we go, but to 

Jesus, who has the reins of universal government, 

and the words of eternal life. 

Sept. 28. 

CHRIST THE COUNSELLOR. 

Part II.— IsaiaJi ix. 6. 

The counsels of Jesus relate to all our interests 

both in time and eternity. Strangers and pilgrims 

on the earth, we are in danger of wandering, and 

missing our providential way. We know not what 

is best for us. Our choice of temporal things may 

be as misguided and unhappy as that of Lot, who 

chose the rich and fertile, but vile and ruinous 

plains of Sodom. The Lord must choose our in¬ 

heritance for us. We are not to be anxious about 

temporal things, but diligently to employ the means 

he hath appointed, and then to cast all our care 

upon him, seeing that he careth for us. If we 

devoutly seek his kingdom and righteousness first, 

all other things shall be added unto us. His coun¬ 

sels have especial reference to the soul. He will 

direct our souls into the way of life and prosperity. 
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Our souls shall live, if we seek the Lord. He will 

keep our hearts and minds in the enjoyment of his 

love, and in the possession of peace, which passeth 

all understanding. He will direct our souls into 

all truth, and lead us in the way of righteousness, 

for his name’s sake. He counsels us as to the 

duties which must be discharged—the dangers that 

must be avoided—the self-denial that we must ex¬ 

ercise— the crosses we must endure- the graces we 

must cultivate—the tempers we must display—and 

the meetness we must obtain for the enjoyment of 

future and eternal blessedness. He counsels us as 

to our conflicts, our trials, our sufferings, our privi¬ 

leges, and our blessings: he counsels us how we 

must live, so as to glorify him, and he happy, and 

how we may die in peace, and be blessed lor ever. 

His counsels relate to heaven and eternity, and 

clearly reveal the only way, and direct to the only 

certain means of obtaining immortality and eternal 

life. And his counsels are free to all. And they 

are free to all upon the most gracious terms. For, 

if any man lack wisdom, and ask of him, it shall be 

given liberally, and he upbraideth not. Then the 

precious resolution of the psalmist must be suitable 

to every heaven-born mind, “Thou shalt guide 

me by thy counsel, and afterwards receive me to 

glory 1 ” 
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Sept. 29. 

JESUS THE MIGHTY GOD. 

The Almighty God.—Isaiah ix. 6. 

Not only is proper deity ascribed to Jesus, but 

also all those essential and infinite qualities by 

which the character of Jehovah is distinguished. 

Hence he is represented as the “ holy, holy, Lord 

of hosts.” He is called “the only wise God,” “the 

true God,” “ God, over all, blessed for ever.” The 

prophets describe him as the “ Mighty God,” that 

is, the God of omnipotence, “ the Almighty.” It 

is not necessary that we refer to his divine and 

essential works, to perceive the greatness of his 

power. As the Mediator between God and man, 

as the Shiloh and Messiah of the world, he gave 

the most striking display of his unbounded strength. 

The word of his power effected the most marvel¬ 

lous and unheard-of miracles: he only had to 

speak, and all he willed was produced. Disease, 

misery, and woe, vanished before the rays of his 

celestial face. He expelled demons, created and 

multiplied a few loaves, so as to feed thousands; 

he brought back again departed spirits, reanimated 

dead bodies, and hushed the noisy tempest into a 

perfect calm. When he spake to those sent to him 

to arrest him, they fell as dead men at his feet. All 

power was given unto him, both in heaven and on 

earth. It was by virtue of his flight, that he over- 
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came all the powers of hell, spoiled death, and 

burst the barriers of the tomb, and thus proved 

himself to be the Son of God with power. Had 

our Redeemer only possessed the ability of a crea¬ 

ture, he would have been pressed to the earth: 

the design of salvation would never have been 

effected; Satan would have obtained perpetual 

triumphs, and the myriads of the human race 

would have been lost for ever. But Jehovah laid 

help upon one that was mighty ”—upon his own 

fellow, the Lord mighty in battle, and able to save 

to the uttermost all who come unto God by him. 

Sept. 30. 

CHRIST THE EVERLASTING FATHER. 

Everlasting Father.—Isaiah ix. 6. 

The title here given to Jesus does not con¬ 

found the distinctions in the deity, so as to render 

the Son the same person with the Father. Father 

often signifies founder, or source, and the true ren¬ 

dering of the text has been generally supposed to 

be, “ Father of eternity,” or (( Father of the world 

to come.” In the one case the passage refers to 

the proper eternity ol Jesus: hence it is written, 

66 He was set up from everlasting, from the begin¬ 

ning, or ever the earth was.” Micah also says, 

“ His going forth hath been of old, from everlast¬ 

ing : ” hence, too, he said, “ Before Abraham was, 
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I am, ” and he is represented as being “ before all 

things.” But he is not only from everlasting, but he is 

the Father, or Source of all things. Now, it is clear, 

from Scripture testimony, that “ by him all things 

were created ! ”—that, “ without him was not any 

thing made that was made.” Then he is especially 

the Father of all his spiritual posterity. By his 

word and spirit he quickens and raises up a seed to 

serve and bless him. And we may thus perceive 

how he may be properly styled the Father of the 

world to come, applying that term either to the 

establishment of the gospel kingdom, or to the 

consummate blessedness of glory. He hath founded 

a spiritual empire which shall exist to the end of 

time, and then shall be perpetuated in its perfected 

state through all eternity. He is the Father of this 

everlasting kingdom—this glorious world to come : 

his reign is an everlasting reign, and of his domi¬ 

nion there shall be no end. Jehovah, addressing 

him, says, “ Thy throne, O God, is for ever and 

ever.” Then, a good prospect of a happy eternity 

is only to be obtained as an act of his mercy and 

grace. He alone can bestow the title to the blessed 

mansions in the skies: he alone can confer the 

meetness for eternal blessedness: he alone will open 

the gates of the celestial Paradise, and place the 

unfading crown upon the faithful victor’s head. 

Happy they who have believingly said, ts This Goc 

shall be our God for ever and ever, and our guide 

even unto death.” 
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Oct. 1. 

JESUS THE PRINCE OF PEACE. 

The Prince of Peace.— Isaiah ix. 6. 

Ezekiel, when predicting the appearance of the 

Christ, spake of him as “ David the Prince,” and 

Daniel describes him as, “ Messiah the Prince,” 

and Peter represents him as the “ Prince of Life.” 

Isaiah refers to him as the “ Prince of Peace.” 

Numerous are the passages which associate his 

character and reign with happiness and peace. In 

his days says the Psalmist, shall righteousness flou¬ 

rish, and “ abundance of peace so long as the 

moon endureth.” His covenant is a “ covenant of 

peace.” “ He will ordain peace for us.” He will 

make Zion’s “ officers peaceand he will “ extend 

peace unto her as a river.” His mediation was 

expressly to obtain peace, and he “ made peace by 

the blood of the cross.” Hence, his reign is a 

reign of peace; he sends his ambassadors forth to 

preach the gospel of peace,—to proclaim peace to 

them that are near, and to them that are afar off. 

Hence, the kingdom which he imparts to the 

believing heart, is a kingdom of righteousness and 

‘‘peace” and joy in the Holy Ghost. He blesses 

his people with peace, — the peace of God, which 

passeth all understanding, keeps their hearts and 

minds by Christ Jesus. The legacy he bequeathed 

to his church, is a legacy of peace. " Peace I leave 
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with you, my peace give I unto you.” And this 

comprehends every good, and desirable blessing, 

such as justification, acceptance, adoption, and 

heirship to eternal life. The peace he bestows is 

spiritual, and therefore adapted to the faculties of 

mind. It is divine, and therefore like every other 

special gift of God is supremely excellent and pre¬ 

cious. It is abiding, such as the world giveth not, 

and cannot possibly take away. It is not affected 

by the changing scenes of earth, but is mellowed 

down and becomes more rich in affliction, abides 

the dreary ordeal of death, and rises into more ex¬ 

uberant sweetness when surrouned by the celestial 

atmosphere of the heavenly Eden. 

Oct. 2. 

JESUS THE PRINCE OF PEACE. 

Part II.— Isaiah ix. 6. 

When Christ came, angels celebrated his advent 

in songs of praise, and the subject of their anthem 

was, “ Glory to God in the highest, and peace on 

earth, and good-will towards men.” Sin had filled 

earth with confusion and misery, it had set men 

in a state of variance with God, and had made men 

hostile towards each other. In addition to which, 

the guilty heart of man was the seat of wretched 

ness, anxiety, and remorse. Jesus came, that bar- 
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mony might be restored between earth and heaven: 

that men might be bound together in the closest 

bonds of affectionate brotherhood, and that the 

sinner might receive the blessings of heavenly 

serenity and peace. Now Christ as Prince of 

Peace, sways his benign and gracious sceptre for 

the accomplishment of this blessed purpose. And 

submission to his benevolent sway, will infallibly 

lead to the most blessed and peaceful results. Let 

us then ascertain as to the connection which sub¬ 

sists between this Prince and our souls. Are we 

found amongst the number of his loyal and obe¬ 

dient subjects? Do we honour, love, and serve 

him as our rightful king? Are his statutes the 

rejoicings of our hearts ? Have we a holy zeal for 

the extension of his empire and the diffusion of his 

glory? Do we enjoy the unspeakable peace which 

he bestows to his people? If so, then how ought 

we to rejoice in our high and heavenly calling, and 

to feel deeply solicitous that his rule should be 

extended among all nations, from the rivers to the 

ends of the earth. His reign is destined to be 

universal. All people shall finally be blessed in 

him, and shall call him blessed, — then will the 

world be renewed in righteousness—then will war 

and bloodshed cease for ever — then will the curse 

be removed — then will Paradise be regained, and 

the whole earth become one consecrated Eden to 

the Lord. Amen, the Lord hasten it, in his time I 
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Oct. & 

CHRIST A TESTATOR. 

The Testator.—Heb. ix. 16. 

The gospel contains the will and testament of 

the Lord Jesus Christ. It is the publication of 

what Jesus hath obtained and bequeathed to a 

poor perishing world. That he might have a 

legacy to bestow, he assumed our nature, and thus 

became our kinsman and brother. In that nature 

he procured for us the blessings of eternal sal¬ 

vation. His testament he caused to be writ¬ 

ten, and he hath signed and ratified it; and its 

invaluable blessings may now be freely received 

by all the legatees. The legacy which Jesus 

hath bequeathed includes a great variety of 

blessings both for time and eternity. One of these 

is pardon for sin, another is peace of conscience, 

a third is a new nature — a renewed heart. And 

he hath also given to us great and precious pro¬ 

mises, wherein is contained all that is needful for 

our happiness, prosperity, and safety. Then there 

are the promises of eternal glory. Glory like his 

own; for he giveth of his own glory to all them that 

believe in his name, yea, he giveth himself. Jesus 

m all his fulness and glory belongeth to his people. 

They are his, and be is theirs, and he is the true 

God and eternal life, so that they who possess him 

enjoy all things. The legatees are all true be- 
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lievers. By faith we obtain the transfer of Christ’s 

legacy to our souls — he who believeth hath the 

Son, and he who hath the Son hath also eternal 

life. By faith, we become the children of God, 

and if children, then heirs, heirs of God, and joint- 

heirs with Jesus Christ. Unbelief rejects both the 

testator and the testament, and excludes the soul 

from all the benefits of redeeming love and grace. 

Oct. 4. 

CHRIST A TESTATOR. 

Part II. — Heb. ix. 16. 

Let us briefly contemplate the dignity and 

greatness of our testator. Our testator is the true 

Son of God, the heir of all things, the Lord of 

angels, and the Prince of glory. His glories are 

infinite, his riches imperishable, and his kingdom 

ruleth over all. Then, also, consider the goodness 

and love of this testator. This will be seen, if we 

reflect upon the objects of his regards — objects 

worthless, poor, and wretched, without any claim 

or merit to any thing except his wrath and severe 

displeasure. Then consider the sacrifices he made 

for their well-being. For their sakes, although in¬ 

comparably happy and rich, yet he became the- 

man of sorrows, the child of poverty, and the vic¬ 

tim of death. As our Mediator, he had the inhe- 



460 GOLDEN POT OF MANNA, 

ritance to purchase with his own precious blood, 

before he could bequeath it to us. And then 

reflect upon the legacy itself. How suited to our 

exigencies—just what the immortal spirit of man 

requires—exactly adapted to supply our present 

need, and to meet all our immortal desires. Then, 

how vast and glorious in its extent! — a legacy 

which shall enrich myriads of immortal souls — a 

legacy of unsearchable riches of grace, and of 

boundless riches of glory. Then consider, finally, 

the perpetuity of this legacy. He does not bestow 

fading treasures — an inheritance which may be 

exhausted, or fall into other hands, but a crown of 

glory, that fadeth not away — an inheritance incor¬ 

ruptible—a mansion, not made with hands, etern&l 

in the heavens. Have we come to God, by faith 

in his Son, and obtained a title to this inconceiv¬ 

ably rich and glorious legacy ? If so, then we have 

received the earnest into our hearts, even his 

holy Spirit, who testifies to our adoption, and w'ho 

hath anointed and sealed us as the heirs of eternal 

life. If so, the testator will be the object of our 

supreme love, and his testament will be frequently 

and gratefully read, and the inheritance will be the 

subject of our constant, joyous anticipation and 

delight. 

“ Then let our songs abound. 
And every tear be dry; 

We ’re marching through Immanuel’s ground 
To fairer worlds on high.” 
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Oct 5. 

CHRIST A FRIEND. 

A Friend that sticketh closer than a brother. — 

Prov. xviii. 24. 

Of Jesus it was said, that he was the Friend of 
publicans and sinners, and in the true sense of that 
term he was really so. Not that he had any sym¬ 
pathy with them in their evil practises, not that he 
had any fellowship with their spirits, but that he 
truly compassionated their state and misery, and 
employed all his gracious influence to save them 
from it. In this broad and glorious sense, he is the 
Friend of the whole world. For he hath loved it, 
and given himself a ransom for its guilt, and freely 
invites all its wretched inhabitants to come unto 
him, that they may obtain everlasting life. Rut he 
is the genuine and sincere friend of his church. 
Plere are the objects of his complacent regards; 
here are his true friends, whom he acknowledges, 
who are of one spirit with him, and with whom, a 
close and happy union exists. A friend feels a 
benevolent and solicitous interest in our well-being. 
A friend, is one whose best feelings are employed 
for our comfort and happiness, where there is a 
constant prevailing of good-will, and complacency 
towards us. All this belongs eminently to Jesus. 
His love to us is immeasurable, his benevolent 
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regards pass all human understanding; he hath 

displayed unspeakable interest in all that relates 

to our welfare, both in this world, and in that which 

is to come. The outgoings of his love towards 

us, have flowed in a thousand channels, and have 

been exhibited in an indescribable variety of forms. 

We are surrounded by the tokens of his goodness, 

by the manifest proofs of his affectionate regards. 

His friendship characterises all the movements of 

his providence—-is engraven on the whole volume of 

revelation—is the source of all our gracious commu¬ 

nications—and will form the essence of our future 

eternal felicity, 

Oc'. 6. 

C II R I S T A F R I END. 

Part II. — Prov. xviii. 24. 

It must be obvious that Christ’s friendship to us, is 

disinterested. We cannot possibly confer any advan¬ 

tage upon him. He is our friend, that he may be the 

bountiful communicator, and we the happy recipi¬ 

ents of his grace. The benefits he thus bestows 

are neither few, nor small. He finds us poor, and 

he enriches us; naked, and he clothes us; outcasts, 

and he takes us into his family; he finds us sick, 

and bruised, and bound, and he healeth our wounds, 

pours into the soul his precious balm, and brings 
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us into the liberty of the people of God. After¬ 

wards he imparts of the graces of his spirit, and 

causes the Comforter to abide with us always. 

Jesus is also a tender sympathetic friend : hence he 

is with his people in all their trials and distresses, 

and he is willing to bear all their burdens, and to 

deliver them out of all their distresses. In all their 

afflictions he is afflicted, and being touched with 

the feeling of their infirmities, he knows how to 

succour and deliver the tempted. Then Jesus is 

also a faithful and intimate friend. His friendship 

is that of the heart; it consists in true oneness of 

soul. It is kept up by the exercise of mutual con¬ 

fidence : there is a frequent interchange of mind 

and feeling. And he reveals all his will to those 

who love him, and his secret is with those who keep 

his covenant. His fidelity has been the subject of 

rejoicing with all his people. All his engagements 

he hath ever kept. His truth is sacredly inviolable, 

so that none of his engagements can possibly be 

broken. He is also a constant and unchangeable 

friend; he is always of one mind, and nothing can 

turn him; the same yesterday, to day, and for ever. 

So that he is our friend now, and will be our friend 

in sickness, and in death, and our friend for ever 

and ever. Let Jesus be the object of our absolute 

confidence, of our supreme love and delight, and 

let it be the great business of our lives, to obey hi& 

will, honour his authority, and to bless and magnify 

his holy name. 
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Oct. 7. 

CHRIST OUR GARMENT. 

Put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ.—Rom. xiii. 14. 

All that the soul needs is found in Christ. 
Sick, he is our physician; poor, he is our riches : 
guilty and condemned, he is our surety; and naked, 
he is our garment. Naturally, we have at best but 
the rags of shame upon us. In the day of conver¬ 
sion, we are stripped from all these, and we put on 
Christ, and are clothed in the righteousness ob¬ 
tained by faith in his name. Then the Lord is 
made unto us righteousness, and we appear holy 
and acceptable before God. This he becomes to us— 
the white robe, the wedding garment, that which 
alone makes us meet for the inheritance of the 
saints in light. This garment is complete, it covers 
the soul all over; every part of the man God views 
with complacency and delight. This garment is 
also a lasting one; time and wear, do not impair it. 
It never loses its beauty and freshness, and will 
endure for ever and ever. Then this garment is 
an exceedingly precious and costly one. Not costly 
to us, for we obtain it without money and without 
price, but costly to the Saviour; it cost him pov¬ 
erty, shame, sorrow even unto death, and at last 
death itself. Hence we must know the worth of 
Christ’s precious blood, before we can estimate its 
real value. This garment must be put on. Christ 
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only is precious to them that believe. We must 

receive him in all his benefits, and then only is he 

our garment of salvation. He must be put on pub¬ 

licly, and our profession must be exhibited before 

men and before angels. In baptism this is beauti¬ 

fully realised, after exercising faith in Christ, the 

soul becomes dead to the world and sin, and as such, 

the old man is laid aside, and being buried with 

Christ in baptism, the believer then arises, having 

put on the Lord Jesus Christ. This garment must 

be worn. We must never appear without it. In 

the world, in the church, in the closet, in all places 

and at all times, Christ must be exhibited. This 

garment will be indispensable to our entrance into 

the holy regions of the paradise above. 

Oct 8. 

CHRIST OUR FORERUNNER. 

The Forerunner.—Heh. vi. 20. 

Jesus came to open a glorious passage from earth 

to heaven, from this world of sin and suffering, to 

the blissful realms of eternal day. This way he 

personally trod, and has left the impress of his feet, 

that we might follow him in his course below, 

cmd be raised finally to his dwelling and kingdom. 

He as our forerunner, has gone first to lead the 

way, and it is ours to follow in his illustrious steps. 
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His course he commenced at his baptism, when his 

heavenly Father attested to his Divinity and glory; 

then he went onwards, fulfilling all the duties of his 

private life, and exerting all his powers in the pub¬ 

lic discharge of his official engagements. As our 

forerunner, he never rested, till all his work on 

earth was done, and his life and labours finished 

together on the cross. As our forerunner, he pas¬ 

sed through the gate of death, explored the gloomy 

regions of the grave, and came forth as the resur¬ 

rection and the life of his people. As our forerun¬ 

ner, at last he ascended on high, led captivity 

captive, entered into the holiest place of all, sprink¬ 

led the eternal mercy-seat with his own blood, and 

took possession of the celestial mansions, that where 

he is, all his saints may be also. These mansions he 

has prepared for his disciples, and if we live to him, 

we shall live with him, and if we die to him, then 

shall we be with him for ever, which is far better. 

But Christ must be loved and followed as the fore¬ 

runner, we must ever keep him before our eyes, 

and as he is the author, so he must be the finisher 

of our faith. Let us rejoice that the way to the 

holiest is open, and that the forerunner for us hath 

entered, even Jesus, who is a priest for ever, after 

the order of Melchisedec. 
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Oct. 9. 

CHRIST THE END OF THE LAW. 

The end of the law.—Rom. x, 4. 

This passage may either be applied to the cere¬ 

monial or moral law. All the institutions of the 

Levitical economy, were clearly types of Jesus, his 

person, sufferings or benefits. Every sacrifice, and 

every offering, and every rite, met with their com¬ 

plete consummation in him. At his death the 

whole dispensation vanished, and all its ordinances 

were abolished for ever. The tabernacle, altars, 

and priesthood, have all now passed away, and the 

true tabernacle, the real altar, and the great higli 

priest Jesus, is the end and ante type of the who!&» 

But Christ is the end of the moral law — a Ji^v 

which was a per fect transcript of the mind of God—u 

law, holy, pure, and good. To be acceptable with 

God, perfect conformity to this law was necessary. 

Fallen man could not yield the obedience it de¬ 

manded. It made no provisions for failure, or 

•mperfeetion. To the disobedient it pronounced the 

dread sentence of death. Jesus came and fulfilled 

all its requirements, — he obeyed all its claims,— 

he embodied the whole of its enactments in his 

life, and exhibited that law m all its holy beauty 

and sacred splendour when he tabernacled in our 

flesh, — his obedience was perfect, constant, and 

persevering. The law of God was indeed within 
O if 

^ ii 
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his heart, and he fully magnified it, and made it 

honourable. Its penalties he also endured as the 

substitute of sinners: though really holy, yet he 

became, by imputation, the bearer of all the guilt 

of a ruined world: it was all laid upon him, he en¬ 

dured the whole curse, felt all the wrath sin had 

incurred, and thus made a way for the justification 

of the ungodly sinner, who should believe in his 

name. Here then is the foundation of my hope, 

the law is not cancelled, it has not become a dead 

letter, but it has been fulfilled in my nature and on 

my behalf, by Jesus, who is “ the end of the law 

for righteousness to every one that believeth.” 

Oct. 10. 

CHRIST THE OBJECT OF FAITH. 

Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.—Acts xvi. 31. 

The examples of good men are often placed 

before us in the divine word, to excite us to a holy 

imitation of their virtues and excellencies. But 

man is never placed before us, as an object of con¬ 

fidence or trust. We are called to hear Moses, to 

peruse the prophets, and to let the words of the in¬ 

spired writers, dwell in us, with all wisdom, but we 

are to trust only in God, and this is his command¬ 

ment, that we believe only in the name of his son. 

To believe in Tesus, is to receive God’s record 
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toncerning him as the truth : to receive that record 

with cordial joy and delight, and to rest implicitly 

apon his person and work for acceptance with God, 

and eternal life. Jesus is every where exhibited 

as the object of faith. He is so, to the exclusion of 

every other: the pious patriarchs all believed in 

him: all the holy servants of God under the Mo¬ 

saic economy, believed in him : the Psalmist was 

perpetually referring to his work and glory: the 

prophets all testified of him; and to preach the 

Gospel is to exhibit Christ, as the son of God, and 

the Saviour of the world. To the enquiring thou¬ 

sands of Israel, Peter preached Jesus : to the Sa * 

maritans, Jesus was preached: to the Jailor, the 

apostle said, “ Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

—and we have no other message to the guilty, dis¬ 

tressed and heavy laden sinner, than this, Believe 

on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved. 

Oct 11. 
CHRIST THE OBJECT OF FAITH. 

Part II. — Acts x. 31. 

There is no subject more copiously and beau¬ 

tifully illustrated in the word of God, than that of 

faith; and in every instance, Jesus is exhibited as 

its only object. Faith is likened to sight, then we 

are called to look unto Jesus, to behold the lamb of 
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God. Faith is likened to hearing, then the subject 

is the joyful sound of Jesus’ precious name. Faith 

is likened to eating and drinking; then Jesus is the 

bread of life, the true manna from heaven, and the 

only source of the waters of salvation. Faith is 

compared to the exercise of the hands ; then Christ 

is God’s unspeakable gift, which the believing hand 

thus receives. Faith is likened to building ; then 

Christ is the foundation. To learning; then Christ is 

the staff of our confidence: to fleeing, then Christ 

is the city of refuge. Faith is also likened to the 

committing of a trust, and then all is deposited 

in the hands of Christ. Thus there is an insepara¬ 

ble connection between faith and Christ; and no¬ 

thing but faith in Christ will make us partakers of 

the benefits of his death. Hearing of Christ will not 

save us, a profession of Christ is not sufficient, but 

faith in Christ unites us to him, and by it, we re¬ 

ceive him, all he is, and all he has become ours. 

By faith,we credit all his doctrines as our great pro¬ 

phet and apostle; by faith, we trust in his scriptural 

offering as our great High Priest, and by faith, we 

honor and submit to him as our lawful monarch,— 

our only king.—How necessary then that we ascer¬ 

tain as to the existence of the principle of faith 

within our own hearts. Have we believed ? can 

we say to Jesus, “ thou art my Lord and my God” ? 
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Oct 12. 

EVIDENCES OF FAITH IN CHRIST. 

Dost thou believe on the Son of God.—John ix. 35. 

How essential it is to solid peace of mind, that 

we possess sufficient evidences of our faith in the 

Lord Jesus. The points for our examination in 

this matter are two: — Is Christ the object of our 

faith ? and is our faith in him genuine, living, 

saving faith ? We cannot conceive of a more im¬ 

portant question than “ Dost thou believe on the 

Son of God ? ” In answering this question, it may 

materially assist us, if we endeavour to call to mind 

the means and circumstances by which faith was 

produced in our hearts. There was a period in our 

history when we were entire strangers to Christ — 

when we knew him not, and consequently when we 

could not believe in him. Then, do we remember 

when the truth first arrested our attention, and 

made an impression on our hearts ? Do we remem¬ 

ber the conflicts in our souls between the principles 

of faith and unbelief ? Do we remember when we 

were enabled truly and heartily to receive Christ into 

our hearts, and thus when we were inspired with 

hope of immortal glory ? If we have believed in 

Jesus, then has condemnation and guilt been re¬ 

moved from our minds, and being justified, we 

have had peace with God, through our Lord Jesus 

Christ. And this has also been connected with tin 
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entire change of mind and heart. We shall now 

see and hear differently, our eyes being opened, 

and our ears being unstopped. The conversation 

of our lips and the feelings of our hearts will be 

spiritual, and Jesus will have to do with all our 

thoughts. Our meditations on him will be sweet. 

If we have believed in Jesus, we shall be closely 

united to him, whereas formerly we were foreign¬ 

ers, and afar off. Have we these signs ? If we have 

not these, we possess not the faith of his children. 

Oct. 13. 

EVIDENCES OF FAITH IN CHRIST. 

Part II.—John ix. 35. 

If we believe in Jesus, we shall possess his holy 

spirit in our hearts; “ for if any man have not the 

spirit of Christ, he is none of his.” But if we have 

received Jesus, then will his spirit bear witness with 

ours that we are the children of God.” If we be¬ 

lieve in Jesus, we shall ardently love him. Faith 

works by love. It will produce to him warm and 

holy affection. He will be infinitely precious to 

our souls; for ‘‘to them that believe he is pre¬ 

cious.” His name will be as ointment poured forth. 

Our souls will feel the power of his constraining 

love, and we shall exclaim, “ we love him, because 
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he first loved us.” Our souls will delight in him, 

and our lips will exalt and magnify our God and 

Saviour. Then will he be to us the fairest among 

ten thousand, and the altogether lovely: then will 

he be our soul’s light, and joy, and life, and all-in- 

all. If we believe in Christ, then shall we be 

subject to his authority, and obedient to his com¬ 

mands. Real living faith will produce works of 

holy obedience to the authority and will of Christ. 

We shall feel his laws to be imperative, and we 

shall run with cheerfulness in the ways of his sta¬ 

tutes and ordinances, to do them. “ I will show 

thee,” says the apostle James, “ my faith by my 

works.” Finally, if we believe in Christ, we shall 

be zealous for his glory, and be ready to suffer for 

his sake. We cannot be indifferent to the cause 

of him whom we supremely love. We shall be the 

enemies of the world, and by faith gain a victory 

over it. We shall feel the necessity of following 

Christ whithersoever he goeth. We shall take up 

his cross, and, going without the camp, gladly bear 

his reproach. Do these signs exist in us ? Are we 

perfectly conscious that Christ is ours, and that we 

are his ? Do we feel assured that we believe in the 

Son of God ? Do we constantly rely upon the 

divine mercy, and thus realize the holy sentiments 

of the poet, who says: 

“ By faith I plunge me in that sea — 

Here is my hope, my joy, my rest: 
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Hither, when hell assaults, I flee, 

I look into my Saviour’s breast: 

Away sad doubts and anxious fear — 

* Mercy ’ is all that’s written there ! ” 

Oct. 14 

SOLOMON A TYPE OF CHRIST. 

A greater than Solomon is here.— Matt. xiv. 42. 

It is quite evident that God intended, in many 

respects, that Solomon should typify the person 

and kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ. His 

name, which signifies “peaceable,” belongs pre¬ 

eminently to the Saviour. Jesus is truly our peace¬ 

maker, he is the prince of peace. “ In his days 

shall the righteous flourish, and abundance of peace 

so long as the moon endureth.” One of the chief 

blessings he bestows unto his people is the blessing 

of his peace. Solomon was the beloved son of the 

illustrious David, and Jesus is also called the off¬ 

spring and son of David. As David was king of 

Israel, so the Father of Jesus is king of the whole 

earth, whose reign is boundless and eternal. Solo¬ 

mon was distinguished for his knowledge and wis¬ 

dom. In Jesus all the treasures of knowledge and 

wisdom dwell: he is the exhaustless fountain of 

both. Hence he is styled the “ wisdom of God.” 

Solomon was monarch of Israel, and Jesus is king 

pi Zion, and he reigns over the spiritual Israel of 
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his church. Solomon’s empire was extensive, and 

his reign prosperous and happy. 

“ Jesus shall reign where’er the sun 
Doth his successive journies run.” 

His empire is destined to be universal, and his 

glory shall ultimately fill the whole earth. But a 

greater than Solomon is here. Solomon was a mere 

man, exceedingly frail and imperfect, mortal in 

himself, and his kingdom and glory have long since 

passed away. Jesus is truly divine, the ever-blessed 

Son of God, whose nature was spotless, whose cha¬ 

racter was perfectly righteous, and whose kingdom 

shall endure throughout all generations. Let Jesus 

be the subject of our contemplations, the object of 

our supreme love and admiration, and let our souls 

be obedient to his holy and benevolent sway, so that 

we may be among his happy and loyal subjects on 

earth, and then partake of his felicity and glory in 

the world to come. 

Oct. 15. 

JESUS THE TRUTH. 

I am the truth.—John xiv. 6. 

Jesus not only came to proclaim the truth of 

the mind of God, and the true way to eternal life, 

but he is the personification of truth. In him it 

dwells as the fountain and depository, and from him 

alone it is diffused abroad. He was the sun of 

truth, diffusing abroad his irradiating beams in 
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every direction. He is the ocean of truth, from 

whence all the streams of truth are communicated 

to every part of his universe. He is the prince of 

truth: it is a leading feature in his character and 

reign. His throne is based upon it: his laws are 

truth embodied: his own mind is the standard of 

truth. All is true, as it is conformable to it, and 

all is false as it wants that conformity. His word 

is the revelation of truth, for it is revealed to us 

for our instruction, comfort, and salvation. But 

Jesus is the grand centre of truth: in him all its 

lines meet. He is the truth of prophecies which all 

referred to him, and in him received their full 

accomplishment. He is the truth of promises, be¬ 

ing himself the great blessing promised, emphati¬ 

cally the mercy promised to the fathers. He is the 

truth of all the types, every one of which received 

its completion in him. He is the truth of all the 

sacrifices and ordinances, which were but shadows 

of that true sacrifice which should be offered in the 

end of the world, once, for all. He is the truth of 

the law, for he obeyed it, honoured it, manifested 

it, and made it honourable. He is the truth of the 

gospel, being the sum and substance of it, giving 

to it all its blessedness, preciousness, and power. 

All truth dwells in him, and it dwells in him in an 

infinite degree, and in him it is unchangeable and 

eternal. It is the Christian’s privilege to receive 

him, to honour him, and to confide in him, as the 

truth. By so doing, we receive him into our 
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souls, in all his inexpressibly precious and saving 

benefits. 

Oct 16. 

JESUS THE TRUTH. 

Part II. — John xiv. 6. 

If Jesus be the truth, then how necessary it is 

that all religious ministers be found to harmonise 

with his revealed will. We need not walk in un¬ 

certainty and error, seeing that we possess so sure 

and infallible a directory in all truth. However 

plausible our views may be, if they will not bear this 

test, then are they not genuine, and it will be for 

our happiness and safety immediately to reject 

them. We must buy the truth, however much it 

may cost us, and we must sell it not, however great 

the price that may be offered for it. As Jesus is the 

truth, then we see, that to preach the gospel, is to 

preach Christ: and that is not gospel truth, which 

is not essentially connected with Christ. All 

its doctrines, duties, blessings, and privileges must 

have relation to Christ. He must be exhibited as 

the foundation, the centre, the Alpha and the Ome¬ 

ga, the all in all. Whoever the Christian minister, 

wherever he goes, before whomsoever he stands, 

he must have one grand leading subject, and that 

must be Jesus as the truth. We give evidence of 
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our practical regard to Jesus, as the truth, when we 

exhibit his spirit and imitate his example. When we 

speak as he spake; when we live, and walk, and act 

as he our great exemplar did; when we set him al¬ 

ways before us, and follow him as dear children. 

Does not the Christian character involve in it, the 

diffusion of the truth ? Every believer should shew 

forth Christ, and be employed in making his gos¬ 

pel known to those who are without. We should 

tell the perplexed and doubting, that certain hap¬ 

piness is to be found only in Christ. We should 

place before the enquiring, Jesus, as the only way 

to comfort and peace: and we should assiduously la¬ 

bour, in holding up the truth until all the errors of 

Paganism, Mahomedanism, Judaism, and Popery 

be excluded from our world, and all men know 

Jesus, as the only Saviour, and be blessed in him. 

Oct. 17. 

CHRIST A PORTION. 

The Lord is my Portion.—Lam. iii. 24. 

When man came from the hands of his Crea¬ 

tor, he was holy, great, and happy: besides, he was 

also rich, God made him lord of this lower world, 

and gave him the delightful Eden, as his happy 

abode. But sin robbed him of all he possessed; 

caused his expulsion from paradise, and involved him 
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in shame and wretchedness. God in his mercy, ex¬ 

ercised compassion towards him, and in the bound¬ 

lessness of his love, has bestowed upon him another 

portion; he has given to him, his only begotten 

Son, who, though he was rich, yet for our sakes be¬ 

came poor, that we, through his poverty, might be 

made rich. This gift, this divine portion we re¬ 

ceive by faith, and thus do we become heirs of 

the unspeakable riches of his grace. Then we may 

say, “ The Lord is my portion.” In this portion, 

there is precisely what the soul requires. Christ is 

suited to the sinner’s state and need. He is a por¬ 

tion of knowledge to the ignorant, a portion of mer¬ 

cy to the guilty, a portion of peace to the wretched, 

and a portion of holiness to the impure. Man is 

starving, and Jesus is the bread of heaven. Man is 

poor, and Jesus is the pearl of inexpressible worth. 

Man is sick, and Jesus is the infallible physician of 

souls. Man is dead, and exposed to eternal death, 

and Jesus is the resurrection and the life. Man is 

lost, and Jesus is the salvation of his people. In 

the possession of this portion, we enjoy peace and 

righteousness, and joy in the Holy Ghost. There 

is no want which it doth not supply; no misery 

which it doth not remove; and no solid felicity, 

which it doth not impart. How truly happy are 

all those who can say, te The Lord is my Portion.” 
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Oct. IS. 

CHRIST, A PORTION. 

Part II.—L m. iii. 24. 

As Jesus is a portion just suited to the soul's 

necessities, and desires, so he is also an all-sufficient 

portion; all the world without him cannot make us 

happy, but though we may have all the world 

against us, if we possess him we may be happy and 

rejoice. If we possess him we cannot fail to have 

all that is really best to enjoy, for if Christ is ours, 

then all things are ours; for if God spared not his 

own son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall 

he not also with him, freely give us all things; If 

the Lord is our portion, then we may be said to in¬ 

herit all things. Jesus is also a constant portion. 

Earthly portions are always uncertain, exposed to a 

thousand contingencies, they are never absolutely 

secure. Many have been nursed in affluence, and 

educated for elevated stations in life, who have been 

called to spend their days in poverty and distress. 

How often have the fairest prospects been blighted, 

and the highest hopes succeeded by disappoint¬ 

ment and sorrow. Mutability is inscribed upon 

all beneath the sun. The fashion of this world 

passeth away : riches are emphatically identified 

with uncertainty, but the portion of the soul abi- 

deth for ever. Other portions at best can only 
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meet our temporal wants; but this satisfies the soul, 

the nobler, the immortal part of man. As this 

portion is all-sufficient, aud abiding, so it is also an 

eternal portion. God is the strength of our hearts 

and “our portion for ever” Death levels all hu¬ 

man and earthly distinctions. There is no differ¬ 

ence between the rich and the poor, in that com¬ 

mon house appointed for all living; men may 

idolize their wealth as they may, but they must 

leave it all behind: it has no currency in that 

world into which they are hastening. How differ¬ 

ent is the portion of the believer: he only possesses 

his portion in part now, death gives him its glorious 

completion. He has only the earnest now, then 

he will have the whole undivided inheritance, and 

have it for ever and ever : — For it is incorruptible, 

undefiled, and fadeth not away. Christ is his 

salvation now, and he will be his exceeding great 

and eternal reward. 

Oct. 19. 

CHRIST A PORTION. 

Part III.—Lam. iii. 24. 

Seeing that Jesus is the soul’s all-sufficient, 

constant, and eternal portion, is it not desirable to 

ascertain how he may be obtained ? This portion 

is God’s gift to the world. In the gospel, God 
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reveals and offers this gift for our acceptance. And 

all he requires from us is, cordially, .by faith, to 

receive him as the salvation of our souls. This 

portion, then, is received by faith. Faith is the 

soul’s coming to him — the soul’s cordially embra¬ 

cing him as the unspeakable gift of God. It is not 

the mere assent of the mind to the truth concern¬ 

ing Christ; but the warm and hearty opening of 

the soul to him : for it is required that we believe 

in him with our hearts, and make confession of 

him with our mouths, to salvation. And as Christ 

is thus received, so also he is thus enjoyed. We 

must live by faith in the Son of God. It is the 

province of faith to make use of Jesus as a portion 

to supply all the wants of the soul. Faith feeds 

upon him as the bread of life, rests upon him as 

the rock of ages, and looks constantly to him as 

the author and the finisher of the work of salvation. 

And as this portion is enjoyed by faith, so also it is 

thus retained. We hold it by faith. Ceasing to 

believe, we become again poor, and wretched, and 

blind, and miserable. Ceasing to believe, the por¬ 

tion is lost, and all the promises are forfeited. 

The apostle exulted, in the prospect of martyrdom, 

that he had 66 kept the faith.” Keeping the faith, 

and thus only is the portion kept. How impor¬ 

tant, then, is faith! how desirable that it should 

increase, and grow stronger and stronger, that we 

lose not the great and glorious reward. With 

grateful affection to God, and in the exertion of 
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faith and hope and obedience, let us be found con¬ 

stantly looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

unto eternal life. 

Oct. 20. 

CHRIST A FOUNTAIN. 

Fountain opened .... for sin and uncleanness„ 
Zecli. xiii. 1. 

The prophet obviously referred to the Saviour’s 

death upon the cross, when, by the shedding of 

his blood, full atonement should be made for the 

sins of a ruined world. There seems to have been 

a literal accomplishment of this prophecy, when the 

side of Jesus was pierced, and there flowed there¬ 

from blood and water. Then it was manifest in¬ 

deed that Jesus had expired, and in that death he 

opened the fountain for sin and uncleanness. Christ’s 

merits have respect both to the guilt and pollution 

of iniquity. In his blood we have full remis¬ 

sion of sins, being justified freely by his grace. 

That same blood also cleanseth from all sin, so 

that guilt and pollution are both erased by his 

precious blood. And its efficacy extends to guilt 

in all its enormity, and to pollution, however invete- 

/ate and universal. Publicans, and harlots, and 

thieves, found it all-sufficient to remove both the 

guilt and impurity of sin. Even those very indi¬ 

viduals wno were guilty of Christ’s death, and wno 
,2_i 
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Imprecated his blood to rest upon them, found it to 

Oe sufficiently efficacious to atone for the crime of 

shedding it: hence, three thousand came to its 

saving power in one day. The Gentile nations, 

whose idolatrous system of worship decorated vice, 

to make it still more popular, were cleansed from 

all their filthiness by the application of Christ’s 

precious blood, so that there is no case absolutely 

desperate and hopeless, if earnestly and believingly 

they do but come to this fountain, opened for sin 

and uncleanness. 

Oct. 21. 

CHRIST A FOUNTAIN. 

Part II.—Zee. xiii. 1. 

This fountain opened for sin and uncleanness, 

is distinguished for its freeness. It is not as a sealed 

well, only acceptable to the favoured few, but it is 

open and free for all. Hence, in the gospel there 

is every thing to encourage, even the vilest of the 

vile to come and wash and be clean. How many 

sweet invitations, how many tender appeals, how 

many affectionate expostulations, are therein con¬ 

tained ! The Spirit, and the Bride say, come, 

the heralds of Christ are expressly sent to say, 

come, and all that will, may come and partake of 

the waters of life freely. Then this fountain is also 
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distinguished for its abundance. Would not a 
general application exhaust it ? Oh no ! Here is 

a self-supplying fountain; it can never be ex¬ 

hausted; millions may come, and its healing and 

purifying streams flow as freely and plentifully as 

ever. The infinite mercy of God must be ex¬ 

hausted, the boundless efficacy of Christ’s blood 

must fail, before this fountain shall be inefficient 

to the sinner’s salvation. Then it is also characte¬ 

rized for its 'perpetuity. As its abundance cannot 

be lessened, so neither shall it cease to flow, until 

the last sinner that shall exist in our world has 

experienced its life giving power. For eighteen 

hundred years it has incessantly rolled its healing 

waters around our world, and it shall do so, until 

this gospel of the kingdom has been preached as 

a witness to every creature, and then shall the end 

come. 

Oct. 22. 

CHRIST A FOUNTAIN. 

Part III.— Zee. xiii. 1. 

Several momentous questions may be addressed 

to us in respect of this fountain. Have we credited 

the gospel testimony concerning it? Have we had 

experimental access to it ? Do we enjoy the happy 

results of its pardoning and purifying influences ? 

I 
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Have we heard, and washed, — and returned 
cleansed ? If so, then God demands our grateful 
affection in return. He expects us to make re¬ 
deeming love the burden of our songs. And when 
Jesus has shed his love abroad in the heart, it will 
constrain the soul to cry out 44 Bless the Lord, O 
my soul, and forget not all his benefits, who for- 
giveth all thine iniquities, who healeth all thy 
diseases.” Should we not also recommend this 
fountain to others ? How many spiritually sick and 
wretched there are around us. The gospel enjoins 
that we love our neighbours as ourselves. How 
can we exhibit that affection more sincerely, than 
by using all our instrumentality to bring them to 
the fountain opened for sin and uncleanness. Oh ! 
yes, every Christian is bound to exhibit Christ! 
To tell the sinner of the only Saviour — to tell the 
weary of the only rest — to tell the dying of the 
only life — and the perishing and lost, of the only 
way to everlasting salvation. Dwelling upon this 
theme will make ourselves holier and happier, and 
may prove of everlasting benefit to our fellow men. 
O yes, let us tell to all around us,— 

“ This fountain unseal’d, stands open for all. 
Who long to be heal’d, the great and the small, 
Here’s strength for the weakly that hither are led, 
Here’s health to the sickly, and life for the dead. 

This fountain, though rich, from charge is quite clear 
The poorer the wretch, the welcomer here. 
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Come needy, and guilty, come loathsome and bare. 

Though lep’rous and filthy, come just as you are.'' 

Oct. 23. 

CHRIST AN ALTAR. 

We have an altar. — Heh. xiii. 10. 

The altar was that on which the sacrifices were 

*aid when offered to the Lord. Some of them 

were made of earth, others of stone, and some of 

brass and gold. Jesus is the Christian’s altar, as 

well as the sacrifice, by which we are redeemed 

to God. And these various altars seem to 

have typified the human and divine nature of the 

Redeemer. By the altar of earth, we seem to 

be directed to the humanity of Christ. By the 

altars of stone and brass, we appear to be directed 

to the power and dignity of that nature. And by 

the altar of gold, we are led to contemplate his 

supreme divinity, and glorious God-head. Now 

these altars were of divine appointment, all con¬ 

nected with them was from God. So Jesus is the 

selected, and the appointed of the Father — his 

elect, his chosen, in whom his soul delighted. The 

altar was the place of meeting between the wor¬ 

shipper and God; to this the humble penitent sin¬ 

ner approached, and here God deigned to descend, 

to manifest his grace and favour. Jesus is ex- 
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pressly the mediator, the middle man between God 

and us. In Christ, our nature is exalted to hold 

communion with God, and in Christ God descends 

and holds communion with man. We worship God 

only with acceptance through Jesus Christ, he is 

the only way, and no man can come to the Father 

but by him. And in like manner God is in Christ 

well-pleased with us, and through him our persons 

and offerings meet with his divine and gracious 

approbation. To this altar, it is both our duty and 

privilege to come. Not like the altars of the taber¬ 

nacle and temple, which were only approached by 

tire priests on certain occasions, to this all believers 

may approach, being a royal priesthood; they may 

come at all times and in every place, and they may 

come with the most blessed assurance of favour 

and acceptance. 

Oct. 24. 

CHRIST AN ALTAR. 

Part II.—Heb. xiii. 10. 

The altar was designed to support the sacrifice 

which was presented to God. Now the divinity of 

Jesus was that on which the sacrifice rested—that 

which gave it all its preciousness and validity. It 

was this which imparted inexpressible efficacy both 

to his obedience and death. It was this which 



or Christian's portion. 489 

supported him when the waves of sorrow went over 

his head, and which would assuredly have engulphed 

any merely created intelligence. The altar not only 

sustained, but also sanctified the offering: thus the 

atonement was effected through that sacred and 

hallowed virtue which the deity of Christ imparted 

to his death: thus it was that absolute perfection 

was imparted to Christ’s mediation, and thus the 

attributes of God were glorified, and the work of 

man’s salvation was completed. Let us then in¬ 

quire as to our connexion with this altar. Have 

we approached it, exercising faith in the victim 

offered upon it, and then have we obtained peace 

and acceptance with God? There is no hope for 

the sinner elsewhere. Despising this, and our ruin 

is irrevocable. God will not allow any other altar 

to be erected. This is designed for the benefit of 

the universal family of man. The world is now 

one vast consecrated temple, and the cross is the 

only altar for its vast and numberless worshippers. 

It is accessible to all. It has efficacy for all. Aid 

all who approach as humble, believing worshippers 

shall obtain the favour of God, and finally eterna 

life. All our services, whether of praise, or prayer, 

or obedience, must be brought and laid on thu 

altar, and can only be accepted through it. 
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Oct. 25. 
✓ 

CHRIST, THE AUTHOR AND FINISHER 

OF OUR FAITH. 

The Author and Finisher of our Faith.—Heh. xii. 2. 

Jesus is not only the object of faith placed be¬ 

fore us in the gospel, but he is also the source of 

all that is requisite for the formation of faith in the 

human heart. The revelation necessary to faith 

is from him. <c No man knoweth the Father but 

the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will re¬ 

veal him.” What prophets had previously imper¬ 

fectly made known, he fully and gloriously brought 

to light: the system of redemption he clearly un¬ 

folded, and made the way to heaven, specific and 

plain. That which is essential for us to know, in 

order to our salvation, is that which he both pub¬ 

lished and declared. He is the head of his Church, 

the only master and lord of the consciences of his 

people: He is the author of faith, as it is by his 

authority the gospel is offered to us: the gospel 

published is his gospel, the publishers are his called, 

qualified servants, and all their authority is derived 

from him . they preach pardon and peace, and eter¬ 

nal life, in Christ’s name. Then also the first act of 

faith has reference to him : the first glance of the 

weeping supplicant is directed to him: the first stone 

of the building rests upon him : the first act of the 

mind, has direct reference to his saving benefit; and 
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as faith commences with him, so he carries it on in 

the soul, his grace gives it power and energy. By the 

influence of his spirit and truth, fresh discoveries of 

his love and power, are made known to the mind, 

so that faith groweth exceedingly. Then the posses- 

sion of his presence and glory, is the great end of 

faith: and when Christ is fully enjoyed, faith will 

finish its career, and the blessedness of sight and 

fruition, will be the soul’s portion for ever. Faith 

therefore begins with Christ, is carried on by Christ, 

and is finished by Christ. The language of faith is, 

none but Christ; Christ in all his benefits, and 

Christ for ever. 

Oct 26. 

CHRIST AN ENSIGN. 

An Ensign of the people. — Isaiah xi. 1. 

An ensign is a standard or flag which is hoisted as 

the rallying point of an army. By the entrance of 

sin into our world, man became not only an alien, 

but an enemy to God, and in league with the 

prince of darkness. Now for this was the Son of 

God manifested, that he might gather the rebel¬ 

lious outcasts to his banner, so that they might be the 

consecrated army of the Lord of hosts. Now 

Jesus as an ensign was lifted up on the cross, 

expressly, that he might draw all men unto him. 

Thus, as the brazen serpent was pla in the midst 
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of the camp, that the dying in every direction 

might have an equal opportunity of beholding it, 

and being healed, so Jesus was elevated on Cal¬ 

vary as the sin-atoning victim for a guilty world, 

that whosoever should believe in him might not 

perish, but have everlasting life. To this ensign 

the rebel soldiery are invited, with a full promise 

of pardon, if their arms of rebellion are thrown 

down, and if they believingly consecrate them¬ 

selves to the service of the cross. O yes ! many 

like the infuriated Saul of Tarsus, have cast them¬ 

selves down here and sued for pardon, and have 

freely obtained the remission of all their sins, and 

have become the valiant soldiers of the army of 

the living God. Jesus is also the ensign, as he is the 

centre of union to his followers. His disciples pos¬ 

sess diversities of gifts, and variety of opinions on 

the lesser points of faith; and too often have they 

manifested a want of oneness of spirit and unity of 

operation, but Jesus is the centre where they all 

meet. However they may differ from each other, 

and however divided they may appear in their 

respective sections, yet are they all one in Christ 

Jesus. Here they have one common salvation, one 

blessed lord—possess the same holy spirit, have 

to wage war against the same common enemies-— 

to wield the same weapons, and finally, to partici¬ 

pate of the same glorious reward. Jesus as ensign, 

is now exalted to the right hand of the majesty on 

high, and there he receives unto himself all who 
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die in the faith, in every part of our world, and 

to his blessed presence and glory, he will con¬ 

duct all his victorious troops, that as he overcame 

and sat down on his Father’s throne, so they might 

also sit down with him on his throne. 

Oct. 27. 

JESUS THE STRENGTH OF HIS 

PEOPLE. 

The Lord is my strength.—Psalm xviii. 14. 

The soul in its natural state is without gracious 

strength. We have sufficiency of power to do 

evil, but are totally destitute of ability to love and 

serve God. It is when we believe in Christ 

that this power is received. Then Christ imparts 

unto us that strength which is essential to the 

Christian life and character. We require standing 

strength, so as not to be moved from the hope of the 

gospel. We can only stand fast in the Lord, — he 

keeps our feet, so that none of our steps do slide. 

We require walking strength. Religion is a work 

of holy progression : we must pass on from stage to 

stage, until the journey is finished, and we appear 

perfect before the God of gods in Zion. Now ai 

we have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so are we 

to walk in him. He not onlv calls upon us to fo*- 
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low him, but gives us ability to do so. We require 

labouring strength. Power to work out our salva¬ 

tion and to labour in his vineyard. In vain we try 

to labour, unless we are strengthened by his Spirit 

in the inward man. The builders attempt to build 

the house in vain, unless the Lord build it. We 

require fighting strength. Enemies must be en¬ 

countered, and overcome. The Christian life is a 

continued warfare, and we must overcome, and be 

more than conquerors through him that loved us. 

We require suffering strength. The way to the 

crown is by the cross, and the cross must be taken 

up, and it must be borne, and sometimes it is 

heavy and oppressive. The Lord’s gold must pass 

through the fires that it may be refined, and made 

fit for his heavenly use. How necessary then is 

divine strength to uphold, to make us resigned, and 

holy, and happy. How comfortable is the reflec¬ 

tion amid all the vicissitudes of life, that the Lord 

is our strength. 

Oct. 28. 

JESCJS THE STRENGTH OF HIS 

PEOPLE. 

Part II.—Psalm cxviii. 14. 

The people of God not only require strength to 

be stedfast, to labour, to fight, and to suffer, but 
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they will require strength especially to die. Dying 

is'an unknown, yet tremendous conflict. It is to 

grapple with an untried adversary, with one who 

was never foiled or defeated. And so sure as he 

has been in every age of the world an invincible 

conqueror, so surely will he conquer us. Yet there 

is a victory to be obtained by the dying Christian 

over the king of terrors. Thousands have joyfully 

encountered him, and have passed into eternity, 

exclaiming, in holy triumph, “O death, where is 

thy sting ? O grave, where is thy victory ? Thanks 

be to God, who giveth us the victory through 

our Lord Jesus Christ.” We live in Christ, and 

by him, and to him — and as we die in Christ, sup¬ 

ported by his grace, so that death is not a curse, 

but a blessing; hence it is mentioned among the 

chartered privileges of the Lord’s people. O yes, 

the pains of affliction would destroy the Christian, 

were not Christ his strength. The waves of death 

would overwhelm them, and then heart and flesh 

would utterly fail, but Christ is the strength of their 

heart and their portion for ever. How desirable it 

is that we feel conscious of our own weakness — 

conscious weakness is real strength, for “ when we 

are weak then we are strong.” Let us cultivate 

a spirit of entire dependance upon Jesus, for with¬ 

out him we can do nothing. And how cheering it 

is, that in the midst of all our insufficiency, Christ 

in all his immutable sufficiency is ours, and GUI'S 

for ever. Then with the greatest confidence may we 
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exclaim, “ We can do all things through Christ 

strengthening us.” 

“ Thine image Lord bestow. 

Thy presence and thy love, 

I ask to serve thee here below. 

And reign with thee above. 

Teach me to live by faith. 

Conform my will to thine; 

Let me victorious be in death 

And then in glory shine.” 

Oct. 29. 

CHRIST OUR SONG. 

The Lord is my strerigth and song.—Psalm cxviii. 14. 

God never intended that his saints should go on 
their way to Canaan weeping. The path of the 
just shineth more and more unto the perfect day. 
Mourning for sin precedes the enjoyment of reli¬ 
gion, but it is invariably turned into joy, “for they 
that sow in tears shall reap in joy.” Though sorrow 
may endure, while we are encompassed with the 
darkness of night, yet joy cometh with the light of 
spiritual day. It is the duty, as well as the privi¬ 
lege of the Lord’s people to rejoice in him al¬ 
ways, and to be glad in the God of their sal¬ 

vation. Now as Jesus is the strength, so also is 
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he the song of his people. He calls upon them 

and inspires them to sing. Hence says the Psalm¬ 

ist, 44 He hath put a new song into my mouth.” 

And we never sing spiritually and with holy joy, until 

he hath opened our lips, and inspired our hearts; 

then our mouths shew forth his praise. Christ is 

also the subject of our song, and what fullness and 

variety of topics are presented to our minds, in 

the character and work of the Redeemer. Be¬ 

lievers sing of the dignity and glory of his person, 

there is none so great and dignified as our Jehovah 

Jesus. He possesses the fullness of all the divine 

perfections. Every attribute of Deity, belongs to 

him, his glory, is that of the only begotten of the 

father, full of grace and truth. David sang of the 

excellencies of the amiable Jonathan, but Jesus is 

the sum of excellency, and infinitely fairer than 

the sons of men. Believers sing the sweetness of his 

matchless name. Indeed, every pleasing and joy¬ 

ous appellation belongs to him : but his name, Je¬ 

sus, has a sort of pre-eminence, on account of its 

appropriateness to man’s state and wants. 

“ How sweet the name of Jesus sounds, 

v In a believer’s ear! 

It soothes his sorrows, heals his wounds. 

And drives away his fear.” 

The devout soul feels the force of the poet’s lines, 

and with holy ardour, sings,— 
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" Thou dear Redeemer, dying lamb 

I love to hear of thee ; 

No music, like thy charming name. 

Nor half so sweet, can be,” 

Oct. 30. 

CHRIST OUR SONG. 

Part II.— Ps. cxviii. 14. 

Believers sing the love of Jesus. No sub« 

ject has been so often celebrated in song as that of 

intensity of affection. No instance, however, re¬ 

corded in the pages of history can be compared to 

the love of Jesus towards our guilty and perishing 

world. Yes, whether we consider the object of his 

affection as being totally unworthy of his regard, or 

whether we consider the sacrifice he made for it, 

even the shedding of his own precious blood, it 

is love unparalleled—love which passeth all under¬ 

standing—love, so great, so high, so deep, so wide, 

so long, that none can know it but Deity himself. 

It is not wonderful, then, that this love should be 

the subject of the admiration and praise of his re¬ 

deemed people. Then they also sing of his illustri¬ 

ous achievements in the creation, and in ruling our 

world : in these they have contemplated the great¬ 

ness of his wisdom, goodness, and power. But iu 

redemption especially, they see all his former worki 
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outdone. They sing how he has dignified human 

nature by his incarnation in our flesh: how he has 

opened a way 4o the celestial Zion by the disco¬ 

veries of his gospel. How he hath embodied all 

that is virtuous in his holy example; how he hath 

spoiled the powers of darkness by the power of his 

cross; how he hath destroyed death, and banished 

the dread gloom of the grave; how he hath as¬ 

cended on high, and led captivity captive, and re¬ 

ceived gifts for men; how he ever liveth, as their 

exalted advocate and great high priest, to make 

intercession for them. And they sing of his illus« 

trious reign and the glory of his conquests, and of 

his magnificent second advent, when he shall come 

to be glorified in his saints, and admired in all 

them that believe. 

Oct. 31. 

CHRIST OUR SONG. 

Part III.—Ps. cxviii. 14. 

Christ has been the song of his people in all 

generations. Abraham desired to see his day, and 

by faith he did behold it, and his soul was glad. 

The ancient prophets delivered many of their pre¬ 

dictions in the form of songs, and Jesus was the 

burden of prophecy, for to him gave all the pro¬ 

phets witness. David, the sweet singer of Israel, 
2 k 

i 
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composed a great variety of sacred odes, referring 

directly to the person, work, and kingdom of Jesus. 

Angels sung a celestial anthem at his birth, and 

the church in every age has celebrated her Lord 

in songs of joy and praise. All the redeemed 

family in heaven, in concert with the angelic 

choirs, are constantly crying, “Worthy is the Lamb 

that was slain.” And the whole redeemed con¬ 

gregation in the heavenly temple shall exalt him in 

their songs of rapturous exultation, for ever and 

ever. No song shall survive the conflagration of 

our w orld but the song of the Lamb. Let us ascer¬ 

tain whether we feel Jesus to be melodious to our 

souls or not. Is he the subject of our admiration 

and praise ? Do we delight in the music of his 

name, and in the wonder of his love ? Is he the 

subject of our morning and evening praise? How 

vain and trifling will all other songs appear to the 

spiritually minded Christian. Let carnal men sing 

worldly songs, seeing they are strangers to better 

and nobler themes; but our songs shall all have 

respect to him who hath loved us, and washed us 

from our sins in his own blood, and who hath made 

us kings and priests unto God and the Lamb for 

ever. 

Our Jesus shall be still our theme 
While in this world we stay; 

We’ll sing our Jesu’s lovely name. 
When all things else decay. 
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When we appear in yonder cloud, 

With all his favour’d throng, 

Then we will sing more sweet, more loud. 

And Christ shall be our song/’ 

Nov, I. 

JESUS OUR SALVATION. 

And is become my Salvation.—Ps. cxviii. 14. 

Jesus is not only the Saviour, but he is the soul’s 

salvation. Whatever the spirit of man requires is 

found in him. Having him, we possess all things. 

Salvation in all its eternal comprehensiveness, is 

treasured up in Jesus. The father speaks of him 

as 44 his salvation to the ends of the earth.” The 

psalmist says, 44 He only is my salvation.” Isaiah 

says, 44 Behold, God is my salvation.” And he 

is directed to tell Zion, 44 Behold, thy salvation 

cometh.” And Simeon, when he had received 

Christ into bis arms, exclaimed, 44 Mine eyes have 

seen thy salvation.” In every respect he is the 

soul’s salvation. He is our salvation from guilt, for 

we have justification in his name. He is our salva¬ 

tion from the tyranny of sin, for if the Son make us 

free, we are free indeed, He is our salvation from 

torture and dread, for he says to the believing, 

contrite sinner, 44 Go in peace, and sin no more.” 

He is our salvation from moral defilement, being 
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unto us sanctification, and washing away our stains 

in his own blood. He is our salvation from the 

world, by raising us above it, and giving us the 

believing victory of it. He is our salvation from 

the flesh; for, being crucified with him, we are 

dead to the flesh, and live a life of faith on the 

Son of God. He is our salvation from the power 

of the devil; for he has delivered us from his en¬ 

thralling yoke, and has bound the strong man, 

and spoiled his goods, and cast him out. He is 

our salvation from death, for he who is our life 

spiritual, will raise our bodies from the grave, 

and be to us everlasting life in the world to come. 

He is our salvation from hell; for Jesus onlv can 

deliver us from the wrath to come. He is our 

present salvation, for we rejoice in his love, exult 

in his grace, and glory in his cross. He speaks 

now within us by his spirit, and says, “ I am thy 

salvation”. He will be our salvation for ever and 

will keep what we have entrusted to his care, and 

finally present our souls complete in that great and 

awful day. Happy are all they who experimentally 

feel that- “the Lord is become their salvation.” 

Nov. 2. 

JESUS, OUR MASTER. 

One- is your Master, even Christ.—Mat. xxviii.—8. 

Pride is a leading feature of the human heart, 
and it is one of the last things to be removed, even 
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by the grace of God. Among the apostles of Jesus 

there was an evident desire for the ascendancy, and 

pre-eminence. Je us therefore urged humility upon 

them, as indispensable to the possession of his 

kingdom ; and forbade every thing which would im 

ply lordship over one another. Hence he said 

One is your master, and all ye are brethren. Christ 

is the master of the conscience: others may teach us 

advise us, but the conscience is solely his. His 

truth must direct it: His grace hallow it: His au¬ 

thority be invariably binding upon it. If he does 

not condemn our conscience, then we may be per¬ 

fectly indifferent to the censures of all beside. He 

is master of our conduct. We are to live by the 

rule he appoints, to obey his commands, keep his 

ordinances, and walk in his statutes to do them. In 

every thing we must labour to know his will, that 

we may cheerfully fulfil it. As our master, he will 

call us to an account at the last day. Yes, at the 

end of this dispensation, he will reckon with all his 

servants, and publicly before an assembled world 

for all that they have done and suffered for his sake* 

As master, he will recompense his servants : He will 

not be unmindful of our work of faith, and labour of 

love: he will not forget the least service performed 

for one of his people. A cup of water given 

to any one bearing the name of a disciple, shall 

not lose its reward. He will say to each of his 

faithful servants, u Well done, enter ye into the joy 

of vour lord”. Then shall they receive from his 
ft * 
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blessed bands, the crown of glory, that fadeth not 

away. 

(i O That each from his Lord 

May receive the glad word, 

Well, and faithfully done— 

Enter into my joy, and sit down on my Throne.” 

Nov. 3. 

CHRIST, TYPIFIED BY THE ARK. 

An Ark to the saving of his House.—Heb. xi.—7. 

The ark which Noah prepared, and by which he 

and his house were saved from the flood of waters, 

strikingly exhibits to us, the Lord Jesus Christ, as 

the Saviour of the world. The ark was of divine 

origin and construction. The whole was the result 

of divine design and contrivance. Jesus was also 

God’s gift to the world. Salvation by his obe¬ 

dience and death, resulted entirely from the all-wise, 

and infinitely gracious designs of God. Jesus too 

was formed by the mysterious overshadowing of the 

Holy Ghost, and thus constituted for the glorious 

work he had to effect. The ark was long preparing, 

and the coming of Jesus was intimated by prophets, 

for thousands of years before his glorious advent was 

announced. The ark was for the salvation of Noah 

and his house; Jesus for the salvation of all be- 

Hovers,- - for the household of his sanctified church. 
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The ark was a complete instrument of safety ; Jesus 

is a complete Saviour, able to save to the uttermost, 

all who come unto God, by him. It was requisite 

to be within the ark, and none but such, escaped 

the destroying flood; so we must be experimentally 

within Christ, or perish for ever. Those within the 

ark after being tossed on the waters, rested on Mount 

Ararat, and they became the inhabitants of the new 

world—so all who are in Jesus, after enduring the 

storms of the tempest-wrought sea of life, rest safely 

on Zion’s celestial mount, and become the inhabit¬ 

ants of the heavenly world, for ever and ever. To 

those thus preserved, God presented the rainbow, 

as a token that they should not be destroyed by 

another flood; in heaven, the inhabitants behold 

the blessed Jesus, with a rainbow round about the 

throne, in sight like unto an emerald. How happy 

all they who are thus in Christ. Let the spacious¬ 

ness of the ark induce us to invite all around us, to 

hasten into it, that they may escape from the wrath 

to come. 

Nov, 4. 

PRECIOUSNESS OF CHRIST 

He is precious.—1 Pet. ii. 27. 

What an infinity of invaluable matter, is compre¬ 

hended in this one sentence,—Christ, is precious 1 

The term precious, signifies that which is rare, and 
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iu this respect, Christ is precious, for as there is 

only one God, so there is only one mediator between 

God and man, the man Christ Jesus. There are 

myriads of human spirits, and most likely, thousands 

of myriads of angels, but there is only one Christ, 

even Jesus of Nazareth, of whom Moses in the law 

and the prophets wrote. While we have countless 

stars, which bespangle the celestial firmament, we 

have only one sun, the great monarch of day; in like 

manner, there is only one great orb of spiritual day, 

Christ, the sun of righteousness, who hath arisen 

upon our world, with healing beneath his wings. 

Angels are pure spirits, man is both material and 

immaterial, Christ possesses in connection with the 

perfect human nature, all the fullness of the God¬ 

head, and that bodily. Who then can describe the 

preciousness of this blessed Saviour, the only be¬ 

gotten son of the most high God ? As there was 

but one tree of life in the earthly Paradise, so Jesus 

is the only spiritual tree of life in the midst of the 

Paradise of God. The happiness and salvation of 

the world depends upon this precious Christ. For 

there is no other name given among men, by which 

we can be saved. He is the only pearl of great 

price, and the only hope of a dying world. 



or Christian’s portion. 5)7 

Nov. 5. 

PRECIOUSNESS OF CHRIST. 

Part II.— 1 Pet. ii. 7 

Christ is truly and intrinsically precious. All 

perfections and excellencies are concentrated in 

him : he is the constellation of beauty. All human 

traits of loveliness and worth, and all the attributes 

of divine glory, meet in him. He is the climax of all 

blessedness, greatness, and dignity. He is the life and 

felicity of the universe. All existence is derived from 

him, and supported by him. There is no felicity 

but what emanates from his own eternal and un¬ 

changing blessedness. His light and glory, he dif¬ 

fuses throughout all worlds, and he is the first 

cause and last end of all things. He is precious in 

the attributes which essentially belong to him: — 

Omnipresence, by which he is in every place at the 

same instant of time, in all, above all, and through 

all: — Omniscience, by which he has a perfect know¬ 

ledge of all things, and by which all things are con¬ 

stantly before his discerning eyes: — Omnipotence, 

by which he can effect all his will, and do every 

thing he desires to do:-Unchangeableness, by which 

he is ever of one mind, the same yesterday, to-day, 

and for ever, so that his purposes stand fast and change 

not:-Eternal an existence underived, ever being the 

alone Great I Am. Then there are the moral 

attributes of his blessed and adorable character. 
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Inflexibly just: essentially spotless and holy per' 

fectly true, infinitely good, unboundedly gracious, 

merciful, and compassionate: yea, love itself. The 

essence of love, and the fountain of love, love im¬ 

mutable, and everlasting. 

“His mercies never shall remove. 
His nature and his name is love/ 

Nov. 6. 

PRECIOUSNESS OF CHRIST. 

Part II.— 1 Pet. ii. 7. 

Christ is precious in his incomparable titles. 

Consider his divine titles; Immanuel, God with us. 

the true God, the only God, the only wise God, 

God over all, blessed for ever. Consider too his 

royal titles ; King of Zion, prince of the kings of 

the earth, king immortal, the only potentate, king 

of kings, and lord of lords. Consider also his sacer¬ 

dotal or priestly titles. He is the priest of God, the 

great high priest, after the order of Melchizedec. 

The intercessor, and ever living advocate of his 

church. Consider his prophetic titles. He is the 

apostle of our profession, the prophet like unto Moses, 

the prophet of the Most High God: a teacher 

sent from God, the only one who hath revealed the 

Father, and brought life and immortality to light, 

by his gospel. Consider his martial titles. He is 
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the Ensign of his church, the Breaker who goetli 

before his people, the Captain of the Lord’s host, 

the Captain of salvation, the Conqueror, mighty in 

battle, whose garments are dyed in the blood of his 

enemies. Consider his domestic and social titles. 

He is the everlasting Father of the Christian age, 

the beloved brother of his disciples, the Bishop and 

Shepherd of souls, the heavenly Bridegroom, the 

affectionate counsellor, and the unchanging friend 

of all who trust in him. Consider also, that he 

embodies every excellency, which these titles im¬ 

ply, in a perfect degree. 

Nov. 7. 

PRECIOUSNESS OF CHRIST. 

Part IV. — 1 Pet. ii. 7 

In proceeding to glance at the incomparable titles 

of Jesus, let us now notice those typical appellations 

by which he is represented. He is the second 

Adam, the Lord from Heaven. He is our real 

Noah, a preacher of righteousness, and the builder 

of the ark of his church. He is our Jacob, the 

founder of Israel. He is the beloved Joseph, the 

fruitful bough. He is the great and celebrated 

Moses, the deliverer of his people and the law¬ 

giver of his church. He is the Aaron of his spiritual 
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tabernacle. He is our mighty and illustrious 

Joshua, who brings his people into the land of 

promise. He is David the prince and shepherd 

of Israel. Solomon the rich and peacable mo¬ 

narch. Jonah, the assuager of the storm. Zerub- 

babel, the builder of the temple of the Lord of 

Hosts. Then many of the names of distinguished 

things and places, are applied to Jesus. He is our 

altar and mercy seat. Our true tabernacle, and sa¬ 

crifice. He is our uplifted healer, as typified by 

the brazen serpent. Our smitten rock and rock of 

supplies. Our true heavenly Manna. Our city of 

refuge. Our paschal lamb, and his gospel pro¬ 

claims the jubilee of the world. The earth and 

seas and skies are impoverished to exhibit his cha¬ 

racter and worth. He is our foundation stone, the 

rock of our salvation. He is our true vine, the 

rose of Sharon, and the lilly of the valley. He is 

the pearl of great price. He is the morning star 

the day spring and the glorious orb of day. He 

is the light of the world. The bread of heaven, 

and the life of all who believe. He is the author 

of our Faith, our true hope, our salvation and song. 

Our alpha and omega and our all and in all. And 

these are but a very imperfect selection of those 

titles which distinguish the precious Redeemer. 

“ Join all the glorious names. 

Of wisdom, love, and power; 

That mortals ever knew. 
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That angels ever bore, 

All are too mean to speak his worth. 

Too mean to set my Saviour forth.’* 

Nov. 8. 

PRECIOUSNESS OF CHRIST. 

Tart V.—1 Pet. ii. 7. 

Christ is precious in his invaluable benefits. 
These benefits include all the fulness of infinite 
mercy, by which iniquity, transgressions, and sins 
are all blotted out. Unbounded grace, by which 

all needful blessings and influences are commu¬ 
nicated for the spiritual happiness and prosperity 
of the soul, and all the eternal blessings of glory, 
by which our felicity and salvation, is irrevocably 
consummated. Jesus is precious under all cir¬ 
cumstances. In prosperity, his grace humbles, 
and he is all our joy and song. In adversity 
he is our sympathetic friend who sticketh closer 
than a brother. In poverty he is our riches, in 
affliction our consolation, in temptation our deli¬ 
verer, in death our triumph, in judgment our ad¬ 
vocate, and in eternity the object of our unceasing 
joy and delight. We are provided for by Christ, 
he feeds and clothes, and strengthens, and heals 
us. He guides and supports and comforts. He 
illumines, renders us acceptable, and sanctifies 
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us by his truth. He transforms us into his likeness, 

and finally exalts to his kingdom and glory. How 

many have lived joyfully experiencing the precious¬ 

ness of Christ, how many have died rapturously, 

uttering praises to his precious name? how the un¬ 

numbered hosts of heaven, are constantly filling the 

celestial temple with acclamations of joy and praise? 

“Weak is the effort of my heart. 

And languid are my lays. 

But when I see thee as thou art, 

* I’ll give thee nobler praise. 

Till then I would thy love proclaim, 

With every fleeting breath;. 

And may the music of thy name, 

"Refresh my soul in death.” 

JVov. 9. 

PRECIOUSNESS OF CHRIST. 

Part VI.—I Pet. ii. 7. 

Let us now consider the application of Christ’s 

preciousness to our own hearts. If Christ be pre¬ 

cious to us, then shall we love him with holy ardour, 

and delight in all that relates to his name, and 

person, and work. Our souls will rejoice to follow 

his blessed steps, we shall feel ourselves constantly 

drawn closer and closer to him, by the attractive 

power of his cross. His word will be the subject 
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of our constant reading and meditation, we shall es¬ 

teem it especially, because it testifies of him. His 

ordinances will be the rejoicing of our hearts, we 

shall be glad to go up to the house of the Lord. To 

hold communion with his saints will indeed be our 

constant pleasure, but to see Jesus, and enjoy his 

presence,— 

“Makes our Paradise, 

For where he is, is heaven ” 

Then if Christ be precious to us, we shall cheer¬ 

fully confess him before men, we shall consider, 

“ Tis all our business here below. 

To cry. Behold the Lamb.” 

We shall neither be ashamed of Christ nor of his 

words. If Christ be precious, we shall be con¬ 

strained to willing and constant obedience. The 

love of Jesus will constrain us to live to him, and 

honour him with our body and soul which are his. 

Finally, if Christ be precious to us, we shall joyfully 

anticipate his presence in the world to come. To 

die, we shall consider to be gain, not loss, seeing 

that we shall immediately be with Christ, which is 
far better,— 

“I’ll speak the honours of thy name- 

With my last lab’ring breath. 

And dying clasp thee in my arms. 

My joy in life and death.” 
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Nov. 10. 

JESUS, A PRIEST UPON HIS THRONE. 

And he shall he a Priest upon his throne.—Zech. vi. 13. 

This beautiful prophecy obviously refers to the 

Redeemer, and exhibits him as uniting in himself 

both the offices of Priest and King. It is said, 

“He shall sit and rule upon his throne,” exercising 

his regal authority and power, and he shall also be a 

“ Priest upon his throne” dispensing pardon and 

mercy, through the medium of the sacrifice he 

had presented to God. This is strikingly illustrated 

in the passage where we are reminded that “ He 

is exalted a Prince and Saviour to give repentance 

unto Israel and forgiveness of sins.” As a Priest, 

be has offered an acceptable sacrifice, which 

has fully atoned for human transgression, so that by 

virtue of it, we may obtain remission of sins. And 

as a Priest, he hath hallowed the holy place, by 

sprinkling it with his precious blood, and the throne 

which would otherwise have been a throne of flam¬ 

ing judgment, is now a throne of grace, where we 

may “ obtain mercy and grace to help in time of 

need.” And on that throne he sits, expressly to 

bless and save all who come unto God by him. 

But still his regal office is mantained, he is a 

Priest upon a throne, and although it is a throne of 

grace, yet it is a throne of authority and rule. And 

this accords with the designs of redeeming grace. 
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He saves us, that we may be his willing and obe¬ 

dient people in the day of his power. His grace 

produces a spirit of loyal subjection and cheerful 

obedience: it does not make men lawless, but law¬ 

ful, and teaches us to deny ungodliness and worldly 

lusts, and to live soberly, and righteously, and 

godly in this present evil world. If we possess 

genuine piety, then are we delivered both from the 

curse and influence of sin: then are we both justi¬ 

fied and sanctified: then are we both filial children 

and obedient subjects: then have we faith in 

Christ’s priestly offering, and then also do we cheer¬ 

fully submit to his sovereign rule. 

Nov, 11. 
JESUS A PRIEST UPON HIS THRONE. 

Part II.—Zech. vi. 13. 

The priestly and kingly offices of Christ are insepa¬ 

rably connected. He is not our Lord unless we have 

believingly sought his priestly blessing: and he is 

not our Priest, unless we are influenced by his au¬ 

thority and subject to his royal sceptre; and we 

must ever keep both his offices before our eyes. 1 

am guilty, polluted, and weak, so that I require his 

forgiving mercy, his renewing influences, and his 

supporting grace. I am dependant, an intelligent 

and responsible agent, accountable for all I say and 
o h 
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do, and as such I must respect his authority as su¬ 

preme. I must rejoice in him as my rightful king, 

and keep his commandments with pleasure and 

delight. I must daily depend upon his efficacious 

sacrifice, and I must submit always to his will and 

pleasure. I must be ruled by him, as well as saved 

by him. I must obey him, as well as trust in him 

I must call him Lord, as well as Jesus. For he is 

“ a Priest upon his throne.” And Oh ! what grace 

he possesses as a Priest! What virtue is contained 

in the sacrifice he hath offered! How prevalent 

are his intercessions ! How unspeakably precious 

and invaluable his blessing! And as Lord and 

King, how equitable are his administrations! His 

reign, is a reign of clemency and goodness. How 

happy are his subjects! Dignity, and riches are 

theirs continually. How bright their prospects ! 

Destined to be kings and priests unto God and the 

Lamb for ever. Then how powerful are the mo¬ 

tives, to unwavering faith in Christ’s sacrifice, and 

to constant subjection, and voluntary and hearty 

obedience to his royal laws. Let us never forget 

that Jesus is a Priest, upon his throne. 

Nov, 12. 

CHRIST, THE ROSE OF SHARON. 

I am the Rose of Sharon.-—Sol. Song, ii. 1. 

Nature in its universal variety, is inadequate to 
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set forth the excellency of the Lord Jesus But 

by the careful study of the metaphors employed, 

we may form some faint idea of his spiritual beauty, 

and have a more intimate knowledge of his inesti¬ 

mable qualities. It is said, that Sharon was dis¬ 

tinguished for the beauty ahd abundance of roses, 

which it yielded, hence Jesus is represented, not 

merely as a rose, but in his pre-eminence, as the 

rose of Sharon. The beauty of the rose is univer¬ 

sally admitted, and thus it faintly portrays the love¬ 

liness of the Redeemer’s person. Jesus was infi¬ 

nitely fairer than the sons of men: he must 

eminently have been the perfection of Jehovah’s 

works, as he was the brightness of his glory, and 

the express image of his person All that was holy, 

and dignified, and amiable, distinguished the blessed 

Redeemer. The rose is also celebrated for its fra¬ 

grance, and thus it sets forth the richness and deli¬ 

ciousness of the communications of Jesus. He is 

the source of all the joys, and delights of his people: 

his odours fill his church with the most agreeable 

and delightful enjoyments; and all the excellencies 

of his people, and all that renders them accepta¬ 

ble to the Father either as to their persons or 

services, they derive from Sharon’s fragrant 

rose. Then as the rose, he is the ornament and 

adorning of his people : he imparts unto them mo¬ 

ral and spiritual beauty: he confers upon them 

true and abiding dignity. By union to him they 

are daily assimilated into his celestial likeness, 

Ov CX-i 
t * 
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and become partakers of his heavenly nature. 

When we go abroad then to behold the wonderful 

works of God, let our minds ascend from the crea¬ 

ture, to tbe Creator, and especially, let us contem¬ 

plate those things with spiritual delight, which me¬ 

taphorically place before us, the loveliness and in¬ 

finite excellencies of the Lord Jesus. 

Nov. 13. 

CHRIST THE MYSTERY OF 

GODLINESS. 

Great is the Mystery of Godliness,—God manifest in the 

flesh.—1 Tim. iii. 16. 

The Works of an infinitely wise being, must of 

necessity to a great extent, be mysterious to finite, 

and short-sighted creatures. Such are the works of 

Deity to us, heaven and earth are full of mysteries, 

wherever we look, whatever we contemplate, we 

are compelled to exclaim, O the depths of the ri¬ 

ches, both of the wisdom and knowledge of God? 

How great and manifold are thy works, O Lord 

of Hosts! if these remarks apply to the works of na¬ 

ture and equally to the administrations of provi¬ 

dence, need we wonder, that they must necessarily 

include the designs of his mercy and grace. The 

whole scheme of redemption is full of mystery. 

The objects of redeeming grace, men, not angels, 

vile, self ruined, worthless men. The source of 
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the redeeming plan, the love of God, love so deep 

so unparalleled, so utterly unfathomable ! And not 

less mysterious, the person of the redeemer .—“ Im¬ 

manuel God with us.” God in human form, 

dwelling in our flesh, united to our nature. The 

Lord of Angels, and the eternal Jehovah, yet by 

the assumption of humanity, the child born, and the 

son given, the babe of Bethlehem, and afterwards 

the servant of servants, the man of sorrows, and ac¬ 

quainted with grief. Angels, those exalted spirits 

of intellectual greatness, are lost in wonder and 

reverent awe. They pass by sun, moon and stars, and 

gathering around Bethlehem, Calvary, and Olivet, 

desire to look into the person, and sufferings of 

Christ and the glory that shall follow. Well might 

the apostle therefore exclaim, “ Great, is the mys¬ 

tery of Godliness, God manifest in the flesh.” 

The facts of this mystery are revealed, and it is 

our happy privilege to possess that revelation ; by 

believing these facts, our souls will be made the 

partakers of all those precious benefits, which Jesus 

by his sufferings and death hath obtained for us. 

Nov. 14. 

CHRIST THE MYSTERY OF 
GODLINESS. 

Part II.—1 Tim. iii. 16. 

The essence of Deity is invisible: no man hath 
seen God at any time. In the early ages of the 
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world God revealed his mind in various ways to 

the patriarchs and prophets. On some occasions, he 

did so by visions of the night; at other times, by 

striking symbolical appearances by day To Moses 

he appeared in the burning bush, on Sinai, in the 

smoke and fire, which covered its rugged top; in 

the desert he appeared in the pillar of cloud and 

pillar of fire; in the tabernacle and temple, also, 

there was the cloud of his presence. In Jesus, he 

gave a full, clear, and glorious manifestation of 

himself. Jesus was the brightness of his glory, and 

the express image of his person; in Jesus dwelt all 

the fullness of the Godhead bodily : whosoever saw 

him, beheld the Father; for the Father and Christ 

are one. Every perfection of Deity was seen in 

Christ, and exercised by him. Jehovah’s wisdom, 

power, omniscience, omnipresence, truth, holiness, 

goodness, and unchangeableness, were manifested 

by him. And yet, though we have the fullest 

evidence of this truth, who can understand it? How 

high above all the flights of the human imagina¬ 

tion ! Flow deeply profound, below all that we can 

fathom ! And yet, what a fountain of blessedness 

is presented to us in this mystery of mysteries ! 

“ But God, made flesh, is wholly ours. 

And asks our noblest strain ; 

The Father of celestial powers ; 

The friend of earth-born man.” 

This blessed mystery is the most dignified study 
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of man. Incomprehensible as its heights and 

breadths, and lengths may b^, yet, by spiritual in¬ 

dustry, and mental labour, we may know more of it, 

and our knowledge may be more clear and consoli- 

datory, and we may grow in it daily, until we are 

filled with the fulness of God. And whatever created 

spirits are capable of understanding, and what we 

do not know now, we shall assuredly know hereaf¬ 

ter, 
When hope in full fruition’s lost, 
And faith exchang’d for sight. 

Vov. 15. 

CHRIST, JUSTIFIED IN THE SPIRIT. 

Justified in the Spirit.—Tim. iii. 16. 

This is the second link in this precious mysterious 

chain, that Jesus, was justified in, or by the Spirit. 

Christ made great and glorious pretensions. He 

professed to be the Messiah, the world’s long ex¬ 

pected Saviour, and the Divine Son of God. These 

claims of Jesus were rejected : they treated him as 

an impostor: they ascribed his miracles to Satanic 

influence, and they considered these claims of Jesus, 

to involve him in the guilt of blasphemy, and as 

such, they put him to death. But Christ was fully 

justified by the spirit. The spirit, which fashioned 

him in the womb of the virgin, rendered his nature 

sinless, and incapable of moral pollution; and he 
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possessed that spirit in all its blessed plenitude 

through the whole of his ministerial life, for it was 

given not by measure to him, but rested as it were 

bodily upon him. All his discourses were therefore 

delivered under the influence of that spirit, and the 

purity, majesty and power of those discourses, jus¬ 

tified Jesus, from the vile aspersions of the Jews. 

Then the spirit justified him by the miracles which 

he wrought. These were so striking, so nume¬ 

rous, and so gracious, that one of the rulers frankly 

confessed, that they knew he was a teacher sent 

from God, and that no man could do the miracles 

which he did, were not God with him.—John, 3-2. 

But the spirit fully vindicated him from all the ca¬ 

lumnies of his enemies, by his resurrection from the 

dead. They put him to death as an impostor, as 

such, they expected he would remain the inhabitant 

of the sepulchre. They sealed the stone at its 

mouth. Had it carefully watched, that his disci¬ 

ples might not remove him. Yet, despite of all, 

on the morning of the third day, the stone was 

rolled away, the guard fell as dead men, the earth¬ 

quake shook the whole vicinity of the tomb, Angels 

ministered, and Jesus arose from the dead, with power 

and glory. Thus then is he proved beyond all con¬ 

troversy, to be the true Son of God — the Messiah 

of the world. And the spirit afterwards rested upoit 

tcose men who were to preach this risen Saviour, 

and made that Gospel the power of God to Salva¬ 

tion, to thousands of immortal believing souls. 
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Nov. 16. 

JESUS SEEN OF ANGELS. 

Seen of Angels.—I, Tim. |ii. 16* 

The whole mission of Jesus was associated with 

the ministry of angels. They had to do with every 

part of his work and life,—they announced his con¬ 

ception and gave his name to Joseph — they sung a 

celestial anthem, and caused Bethlehem’s plain to 

resound with joy at his birth,—they guided him into 

Egypt that he might avoid the murderous decree of 

Herod, and afterwards watched him on his return 

to his own country, — they were witnesses of the 

whole conflict which he had with the Devil in the 

wilderness, and after he had achieved the victory 

they ministered unto him. We cannot suppose 

that Jesus was ever alone, doubtless they watched 

every step in his illustrious and benevolent career. 

After the mysterious and unparalleled sufferings in 

Gethsemane, an angel appeared, and strengthened 

him. They saw, and ministered to him at his resur¬ 

rection, one rolled away the stone, and two were 

witnessed by the disciples, in shining raiment, who 

declared that he was not there, but risen, and 

asked why they sought the living among the dead. 

And when he stood on the summit of Olivet, they 

saw him as he blessed his disciples, and doubtless 

formed his royal train as he ascended to his glo¬ 

rious throne. The Poet has beautifully embodied 

these sentiments where he sings,— 
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“ Through all his travels here below. 
They did his steps attend. 

Oft wondering how and where at length 
This scene of love would end. 

They saw his heart transfix’d with wounds 
With love and grief run o’er; 

They saw him break the bars of death. 
Which none e’er broke before. 

They brought his chariot from above 
To bear him to his throne. 

Clapp’d their triumphant wings and cried— 
The glorious work is done ! ” 

Nov. 17. 

CHRIST PREACHED UNTO THE 

GENTILES. 

Preached unto the Gentiles.—1 Tim. iii. 16. 

The Jews imagined that they were ever to 

remain the peculiar people of God. Nothing, 

therefore, was more utterly opposed to their 

feelings than that the Gentiles should be 

raised to an equality with themselves. Some of 

the apostles found it difficult to receive it, and 

even Peter had to be impressed by a vision, 

before he could cordially believe that the Gen¬ 

tiles were to be made joint-participants of the 

grace of life. Yet, so had God purposed, and 

so had the prophets foretold, that Christ should 
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be preached unto the Gentiles. It had been pre¬ 

dicted by Isaiah, that Christ should be given “ for 

a light to the Gentiles; ” and Jehovah had said, 

that “he should be his salvation to the end of the 

earth ” (Isaiah xlix. 6.). Jesus also had commis¬ 

sioned his apostles to preach the gospel in all the 

world, and to every creature. And he said after 

his resurrection to two of his disciples, “thus it was 

written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and 

to rise from the dead, that repentance and remis¬ 

sion of sins should be preached to all nations, 

beginning at Jerusalem.” The infatuated Jews 

continued to reject the Messiah, and despised his 

gospel, and thus by their unbelief, ceased to be the 

Lord’s peculiar people; then it was that the gates 

of sab ation were thrown wide open to all the nations 

of the earth, and to every child of man. Thus 

salvation was sent unto the Gentiles. And how 

we ought to rejoice in this blessed and glorious 

arrangement. By this our nation, which was 

once one of the darkest and vilest spots on earth, 

has been visited by the heralds of the word of life. 

And thus have we been rescued from the rudest 

barbarism, and elevated to the highest eminence 

of intellectual happiness and glory. Yes, the gospel 

has been preached to the Gentiles, and hundreds of 

thousands have heard, believed, and have been saved 

by it. And the gospel of Christ shall be preached 

among all the nations of the earth, before the end 

come. The period also shall arrive, when the poor 
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infatuated unbelieving children of Abranam, snail 

look upon him whom they have pierced, and 

tnourn, and confess Jesus, and be blessed in him. 

Then shall there be one fold for Jew and Gentile, 

and their name shaL be one, and Jesus shall be all 

and in all. Even so, O Lord, hasten it in thy 

time, Amen ! 

Nov. 18. 

CHRIST BELIEVED UPON IN THE 

WORLD. 

Believed on in the world.—1 Tim. iii. 16. 

As Jesus was rejected by the Jews, and then 

preached unto the Gentiles, so the Gentile world 

received the gospel, and thus Christ was believed 

on in the world. In Judea where he had lived, and 

taught, and wrought his astounding miracles, he 

was despised and set at nought — his own received 

him not. But in the Gentile world, where he had 

never been seen, and where he had wrought no 

miracles, the message of salvation came with power 

to the consciences of thousands. And it is a great 

mystery, that Christ should be thus believed upon 

in the world. For they preached him as a cruci¬ 

fied Saviour, and to the wise of the world, this was 

foolishness. It was marvellous that they should 

abandon splendid and luxurious form of religious 
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ceremonies, for the simple and unadorned truths 

of the gospel of Christ, especially when the great 

leading doctrine, required implicit faith and trust 

in a reputed malefactor. Then Christ’s religion 

is emphatically pure, and opposed to all the vices 

which the various forms of paganism sanctioned, 

so that they would have to renounce all their car¬ 

nal delights, to cease to live after the flesh, and to 

be crucified to the world, and the world crucified 

unto them. But this also they did; they evidently 

believed in Jesus, and were crucified with him; so 

that they lived a life of faith in him, who had loved 

and given himself for them. Although the apostles 

who made known Christ, were plain and poor men, 

without power or riches, and most of them illiterate, 

yet they heard their message, and believed their 

report. And this applied to all places where the 

gospel was made known. Wherever the cross was 

erected, men felt its attractive power, and believed 

in Jesus. In idolatrous Athens, in intellectual 

Corinth, and at imperial Rome, were found the 

sincere disciples of the Lord Jesus. Men of all 

ranks and stations, were subjugated by the power of 

the truth, and made wise to eternal life. Dear 

reader, have you thus believed in Christ ? Without 

faith in him you cannot be saved. You must 

remain the objects of his Divine displeasure, and 

finally be the victims of his eternal wrath. Cor¬ 

dially embrace the Saviour, and you will be happy 

and saved for ever. Let believers rejoice, and 
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glory in nothing, save in the cross of the Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

Nov. 19. 

CHRIST RECEIVED INTO GLORY. 

Received up into glory.—1 Tim. iii. 16. 

This is the last link in this chain of holy myste¬ 

ries. The despised, condemned, and crucified Je ¬ 

sus, who was deemed a deceiver of men, and unfit 

to live, was approved of God, raised from the dead, 

and finally exalted to glory. This reception of Jesus 

to glory, occurred as he stood on Olivet, and while 

he was blessing his disciples. For as he blessed them, 

he was taken up, and a cloud received him out of 

their sight. The glory to which he was received, 

was the glory of dignity and majesty, and power, 

which he had with the Father before the world 

was. It was the glory of that palace, which had 

been his royal residence during all the ages of eter¬ 

nity. The glory of that crown, which had irra¬ 

diated his sacred head, as the prince of the kings 

of the earth, and universal Lord of all: - the glory 

of that throne, which is above every throne, and 

which abideth for ever and ever: — the glory of 

that worship and homage which the myriads of the 

hosts of heaven are constantly yielding to him, as 

their Lord and their God. It was the glory of vie- 
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tory after he had overcome his foes, and spoiled 

principalities and powers: — the glory of celestial 

joy and felicity, after the griefs and sorrows of a 

humiliating life, and a shameful and ignominious 

death. And into this glory he entered. Into this 

glory he was publicly received. Angels ministered 

to his reception, and cried “ Lift up your heads, O 

ye gates; even lift them up, ye everlasting doors; 

and the King of glory shall come in.” And the 

Father received his illustrious and well-beloved 

Son, and said unto him, “ Sit thou on my right 

hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool.” 

Thus Christ was highly exalted, and received a 

name which is above every name; and was crowned 

with glory and honour. In the possession of this 

glory, Jesus now lives and reigns, and shall do so 

for ever and ever. 

“ Beyond the glittering starry skies. 

Far as th* eternal hills, 

There in the boundless worlds of light. 

Our dear Redeemer dwells. 

Bright angels, strike your loudest strings. 

Your sweetest voices raise ; 

Let heav’n and all created things, 

Sound our Immanuel’s praise.” 
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Nov. 20. 

CHRIST THE ETERNAL LIFE. 

Eternal life.—1 John v. 20. 

The beloved disciple informs us, in the eleventh 

verse of this chapter, that God hath given to us 

eternal life, and that this 44 life is in his Son.” But 

in the verse from which the text of this exercise is 

selected, he expresses it still more emphatically. 

—44 this is the true God, and eternal life.” Every 

thing relating to eternal life is essentially connected 

with Jesus Christ. He has given us the only clear 

and full revelation of it, in his blessed gospel. He 

has made known unto us the sure way to its glorious 

possession. He has published it as the great bles¬ 

sing which he came to confer on a dying world. 

And he assures us that all who believe him shall 

have everlasting life. But every thing connected 

with eternal life is inseparably identified with 

Christ. The place of its enjoyment is the house of 

his heavenly Father, which he ascended to prepare 

for us; and where he dwells; to which also he re¬ 

ceives all his people; that where he is they may be 

also. So that to possess eternal life, is to be with 

Christ — to be 44 for ever with the Lord.” The 

glory conferred upon the inheritors of eternal life 

is Christ’s glory. They are glorified with Jesus, 

and partake of the same glory which he possesses; 

for, addressing his Father, he says,44 the glory which 
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thou gavest me, I have given them, that they may 

be one, as we are one ” (John xvii. 22.) Glorified 

saints are said to wear crowns, and to sit upon 

thrones, and to be clothed in white robes. Now 

these crowns are given by Jesus. The apostle re¬ 

minds us that Christ, the righteous judge, would 

not only give him a crown of righteousness, but also 

to all them who love his appearing. (1 Tim. iv. 8.) 

Jesus saith, “ Be thou faithful unto death, and I will 

give a crown of life.” The throne on which they 

sit is his throne. —<£ He that overcome’th shall sit 

down with me on my throne,” (Rev. iii. 21.) And 

the robes they wear have been washed and made 

white in the blood of the Lamb. How obvious then 

that *bis Jesus is eternal life. 

Nov. 21. 

CHRIST THE ETERNAL LIFE 
r 

Part II.—John v. 20. 

Heavenly felicity is sometimes represented as 

consisting in delightful visions. Of these visions, 

Jesus is invariably the object which is to be beheld. 

Job anticipated seeing God, his living Redeemer. 

The Psalmist speaks of awaking in his likeness, 

and being satisfied. Isaiah predicts that we shall 

« see the King in his beauty.” The apostle says, “we 

shall see him as he is.” 
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“ There we shall see his face. 

And never never sin ; 

And from the rivers of his grace 

Drink endless pleasures in.” 

Yes, eternal ages will be spent in gazing upon 

the uncreated beauties of the Lamb who sitteth 

upon the throne for ever and ever. The service of 

heaven is the service of the Lamb. Before him all 

the hosts of heaven fall, and worship, and adore. 

His name forms the theme of all their anthems 

of praise; and in the resplendent rays of his glo¬ 

rious countenance they bask with infinite delight. 

If heaven is Paradise, then Jesus is the tree of life, 

in the midst thereof. Is it a temple; then he is 

the glory of it. Is it a world of light and splendour; 

that light is not derived from the sun or moon; for the 

“ Lamb is the light thereof.” The enjoyment of eter¬ 

nal life, is the enjoyment of Christ. The full posses¬ 

sion of his glorious image, and the rich effusions of 

his love and favor. As he is the sum of bliss, so 

his immutability will render it unchangeable, and 

his own eternity will be the date of their felicity. 

They shall live with him, see him, and be like him, 

and enjoy him for ever. Because he lives, they 

shall live also. By receiving Christ now, we 

receive the promise, the pledge, and the first fruits 

of eternal life. For “ Jesus is the true God and 

eternal life.” 
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Nov. 22. 

531 

CHRIST A DIVINE TEACHER. 

We know that thou art a teacher come from God.-~- 

John iii. 2. 

Such was the address of Nicodemus to Chris* 

The Jews professedly despised Christ, and treated 

him as an impostor, but we know not how to account 

for an infatuation so deep, as that which blinded 

them to the astounding miracles wrought by Jesus. 

Nicodemus frankly confesses, 44 No man ” says he, 

“ could do these miracles that thou doest, except 

God be with him.” In meditating upon Christ 

as a Divine Teacher, let us briefly notice the 

nature of his instructions. His instructions were 

greatly diversified, and embraced a rich variety of 

subjects. He revealed the true and proper cha¬ 

racter of the Deity; no man had ever seen Jehovah, 

but his Son fully declared him. And how gracious 

and benignant is the description he gave of him. 

He exhibited him as the bountiful Father of all his 

creatures, and as the merciful and compassionate 

God of a fallen and guilty world. He often referred 

to him as the fountain of pity, and as the source of 

goodness and love. He explained and illustrated 

the doctrines of providence. Referred to the 

benevolent rule of his heavenly Father. Stated 

his care for the welfare of all his creatures, so 

that a sparrow could not fall to the ground without 
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his notice. And he affirmed in reference to the 

Lord’s children, that they should be free from all 

anxiety, seeing that as their Father clothed the 

lilies, and fed the fowls o*f heaven, he would more 

assuredly feed and clothe them, and declared that 

the very hairs of their head were all numbered. 

He exposed the depravity of the human heart. 

By the most solemn declarations, and the most 

striking figures, he set forth its vileness and misery. 

He exhibited also the great and blessed means 

of recovery, which God had provided. He enforced 

repentance towards God, and faith in the testimony 

and mission of himself. He insisted on a total 

renewal of the soul, complete regeneration, involv¬ 

ing the change of heart by the Spirit of God, and 

the washing of the body in the waters of baptism. 

(John iii. 5.) He also published a new code of 

laws for the regulation of his disciples, involving 

the exercise of mercy and goodness towards all men, 

and extending to every thought and purpose of 

ffie heart towards God. 

Nov. 23. 

CHRIST A DIVINE TEACHER. 

Part II.—John iii. 2. 

The instructions of Jesus were all of great and 

Supreme importance. The Jewish Rabbies were 
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constantly engaged in giving their own glosses to 

the law, and in enforcing their own conceits, and 

wild and unmeaning theories upon the people. 

Jesus on the other hand taught them the will ot 

God, and all that related to their present dignity 

and happiness, and their future welfare and salva 

tion. His instructions were also of universal and 

individual concern. He was emphatically the 

teacher of all classes. All stood in need of his in¬ 

structions; and his addresses were adapted to all. 

He came to be the teacher of all men. His truths 

were so truly sublime, *that the loftiest intellect 

must have been astonished at his words and doc¬ 

trines ; and yet the mode of instruction he adopted, 

was so plain, that a wayfaring man, though a fool, 

could not err therein. Hence it is written, 66 the 

common people heard him gladly.” His instruc 

tions were of eternal consequence : — they were 

not speculations merely to astonish or amaze, but 

truths essentially connected with man’s present and 

eternal salvation : — truths, which, if rejected, must 

subject the soul to the righteous displeasure of God, 

and all the miseries of the second death. What 

responsibilities are connected then with having 

Christ as our teacher. If under the law, he who 

despised the instructions of Moses, was deemed 

worthy of death, of how much sorer punishment 

shall they be thought worthy, who despise the Son 

of God, and reject the sacred truths of the ever¬ 

lasting gospel. As a teacher, Christ came clothed 
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with Divine authority. Belief in his message, and 
subjection to his laws, he implicitly demanded; to 
the believer he promised everlasting life : of those 
who unbelievingly rejected him, he declared that 
they were condemned already, and that the wrath 
of God abode upon them (John iii. 36.). 

Nov. 24. 

CHRIST A DIVINE TEACHER. 

Part III.— John iii. 2. 

Christ’s manner of teaching, is worthy of serious 
and particular attention. His instructions were dis¬ 
tinguished for plainness and simplicity; hence the 
most profound truths were often rendered easy and 
familiar, by the parabolical mode of teaching which 
he adopted. And his figures were always exactly 
suited to the character and capacities of those 
whom he addressed. Hence, surrounded by the 
beauties of nature, he spake of the lilies, the vine, 
the fig-tree, and the sower. By the sea side, he 
discoursed concerning the net, and the gospel fish¬ 
ermen. He adopted the most familiar domestic 
events and applied them, such as the woman 
losing the piece of silver, and the parable of the 
leaven and the meal. His kingdom he likened to a 
householder, to a marriage feast, and to a vineyard. 
He illustrated God’s readiness to save, and his 
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delight in exercising mercy, in the parables of the 

lost sheep, and in the affecting description ot the 

prodigal’s return and reception. Hence the people 

were captivated with his discourses, and often for¬ 

got the demands of nature, following him from 

place to place, until more than once, he had mirac¬ 

ulously to provide bread for the fainting multitudes 

who surrounded him. His condescension also was 

equally remarkable; he stooped to the poorest and 

the vilest; he addressed profligates, publicans, and 

harlots. Wherever he saw ignorance, he diffused 

the light of his truth; and wherever he observed 

sin and wretchedness, he offered the balsam of his 

grace. As a teacher, he was also patient and ten¬ 

der. How he bore with the dulness of his own 

disciples ! how tenderly he addressed the wretched 

and malignant .Pharisees ! Despite of their incor¬ 

rigibleness, when he contemplated the doom of 

their city, he wept over it. He ever shewed that 

his bowels yearned with compassion and love 

towards his vilest enemies. Goodness and mercy 

were conspicuous in all he said, as well as in all 

he did. Never man spake like this man. 
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Nov. 25. 

CHRIST A DIVINE TEACHER. 

Part IV. — John iii. 2. 

Jesus as a teacher, was distinguished for his truth 

and fidelity. Though tender and affectionate, yet 

he was faithful to all persons, and in all things 

he exemplified perfectly that blessed precept, 

66 speaking the truth in love.” He loved souls too 

well to allow their errors to be undiscovered, and 

their sins to pass unreproved. He was the truth 

itself, and all his sayings were righteous, faithful, 

and true. He spoke the whole truth to persons 

of all classes, he courted no applause, he feared no 

frowns, he never calculated as to human conse¬ 

quences, but as God’s servant, he always did those 

things acceptable to the Father. As a teacher 

Jesus also was distinguished for his unwearied con¬ 

stancy and perseverance. He indeed was ((instant 

in season and out of season.” Places, times, and 

circumstances, affected him not. Whether it was 

in the temple or in the synagogue, in the city or 

in the village, by the sea shore, on the way-side or 

on the mountain top, in all places he was ready to 

diffuse knowledge, and to teach men the way of 

salvation. All places he consecrated by his presence, 

and hallowed by his instructions and blessing. He 

cared not whether it was morning, noon, or evening; 

whether it was sabbath or any other day, whether 
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the hearers were poor fishermen, or learned lawyers 

and scribes, it was his delight, his meat and drink, 

to publish the will of God to his creatures. His life 

and labour were inseparably joined together; he went 

incessantly forward, until he could appeal to his 

Father and say, “ I have finished the work which 

thou gavest me to do.” What a model for the 

Christian ministry! What an example for the 

study, and public imitation of all his disciples ! 

How necessary that we look unto Jesus always, 

that by the daily contemplation of his character, 

we may be increasingly conformed to his blessed 

image. 

“No matter how dull the scholar whom he 
Takes into his school, and gives him to see; 
A wonderful method of teaching he hath, 
And wise to salvation he makes us thro’ faith. 

The wrayfaring men, tho’ fools, need not stray, 
His method so plain, so easy his way. 
The simplest believer his promise may prove, 
And drink of the river of Jesus’s love.” 

Nov. 26. 

CHRIST A DIVINE TEACHER. 

Part V.— John iii. 2. 

Christ was not only a teacher, but a divine 

teacher — one evidently sent from God. As such 

he was announced by the Baptist; for John acted 
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as his herald, prepared his way, and then pointed 

the people to him as the Lamb of God who taketh 

away the sin of the world. His divinity was attested 

at his baptism, when the heavens were opened, as 

the Holy Ghost descended, and the voice was heard 

from the excellent glory, 66 this is my beloved Son, 

in whom I am well pleased.” His doctrines bore 

the impression of divinity upon them. The clear¬ 

ness, the fulness, and the glory of the truth he uttered; 

and the authority and power with which he spoke; 

shewed that he was a teacher sent from God. 

Then there was the purity of his doctrine, the bene¬ 

volence which he constantly enforced, and the 

power which accompanied the statements he deli¬ 

vered. There was also the miracles with which 

they were connected. He did what no other 

teacher ever did. He healed all manner of sick* 

nesses, expelled devils, raised the dead, allayed 

tempests, and stilled by his own omnific voice the 

stormy seas. And all these things he effected by 

his own power. God would never have given his 

divine power to the attestation of an impostor; and 

thus, by these clear, and numerous, and striking 

signs was he approved the Son of God. His own 

resurrection also still further established his divine 

claims. On this, in fact, rested all the pretensions 

he had advanced to the Messiahship; and by his 

resurrection he was proved to be the Son of God 

with power. Have we received Jesus as the sent 

of the Father ? — with reverence, humbly, in faith, 
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and in love; have we sat at his feet, and received 

him ? For God speaketh to us, and enjoins the 

command by his great authority, “ hear ye him.” 

He that heareth shall live, and he that refuseth to 

hearken, shall surely die. 

Nov. 27. 

OUR DUTY TO CHRIST AS A DIVINE 

TEACHER. 

Part VI.— John iii. 2. 

Considering Jesus as a Divine teacher, we 

should cultivate the greatest reverence for his per¬ 

son. However he may condescend to us, yet never 

let us be guilty of assuming an unbecoming famili¬ 

arity towards him. The meek and lovely Jesus is 

worshipped and feared, with profoundest humility, 

by all the myriads of intelligencies who dwell before 

his throne. We should also receive his instructions 

with grateful affection. We cannot slight him more 

than by neglecting to avail ourselves of the lessons 

he imparts. Indifference pours contempt upon 

him. Affectionate attention will render us accep¬ 

table to him, and well pleasing in his sight. He 

invites us to learn of him; how gratefully should 

we obey this gracious direction. As our teacher 

we should listen to him with unabating constancy. 
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VV e need to be learning his will daily. Our situation 

should ever be at his feet. From him we should 

derive all our spiritual knowledge. He only is our 

Master : — however gifted and exalted some of our 

fellows may be, we are not to call them Rabbi, for 

“one is our Master, even Christ.” We should 

also remember, that Christ’s instructions are all 

binding and authoritative, we cannot refuse any 

of his truths, without incurring his displeasure. 

We must therefore receive the whole truth as it is 

in Jesus. And we must buy it and sell it not. 

And the great end of all is, that we may embody 

Christ’s instructions in our lives. We must learn 

that we may practice. If we know these things, 

happy are we if we do them. We are not to be 

forgetful hearers, but doers of the word, and then 

we shall be blessed in our deed. Let us recommend 

this Divine and heavenly teacher to our ignorant 

fellow men. Let us extol his perfections, speak of 

his condescension and grace, and urge men to come 

unto him, that they may receive the word of etei- 

nal life. Blessed are they who dwell in his house, 

for they will be still praising him. 

Nov. 28. 

CHRIST’S ODORIFEROUS NAME. 

fhij name is as ointment •poured forth. — Song i. 3. 

The ointments prepared from the spices of the 

ast, were greatly celebrated for their sweet and 
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fragrant perfume. They were counted exceedingly 

valuable, and sold at a very high price. Hence it 

is said of the instance recorded by the evangelists 

of the woman who came to Jesus, and anointed him 

with a box of precious ointment of spikenard, that 

it was worth three hundred pence, or about ten 

pounds of our money. The name of Jesus is inde¬ 

scribably precious, and its fragrancy is indeed, as 

ointment poured forth. Is it not so to the mourning 

inquirer after salvation ? Nothing can cheer, 

nothing satisfy, until the fragrant name of Christ is 

experienced. 

“ Tis Jesu’s name that charms our fears. 
That bids our sorrows cease, 
’Tis music in the sinner’s ears, 
*Tis life, and health, and peace.” 

Is not his name as ointment poured forth, to the 

afflicted, tempted soul? When fears surround us, 

and we feel ourselves sinking, it is only when he 

appears, that we are encouraged, and our souls are 

preserved from wretchedness and despair. 

“ In darkest shades if he appear, 
Our dawning is begun. 
He is our soul’s bright morning star. 
And he our rising sun.” 

And in death, what can cheer us, but his refreshing 

name? Then, when all other sounds fail, the 

melodious accents of his name will be our joy and 

life in death. 
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•* His name shall dwell upon our hearts 
And shed its fragrance there. 
The only balm of all our wounds, 
The cordial of our fear. 

" We’ll speak the honours of his name, 
With our last lab’ring breath. 
Then speechless clasp him in our arms, 
The antidote of death.” 

Nov. 29. 

CHRIST’S FAVORED DISCIPLE. 

Leaning on Jesus’ bosom.— John xiii. 23. 

John was the youngest of Christ’s disciples, and 

seems to have been distinguished over all the rest, 

for the amiableness and affection of his temper and 

disposition. He was evidently a favorite of Christ, 

and was designated the beloved disciple; he was 

one of the three, who was with Christ on the mount 

of transfiguration — when the daughter of Jairus 

was raised — also during the agony in the garden. 

If he did forsake Christ during the panic with 

which they were seized at his apprehension, he was 

the first to rally again; for it is recorded of him 

that he stood near the cross of Jesus, and received 

from him the charge of his weeping and afflicted 

mother. But previous to this, when Jesus was 

erring the passover with his disciples, John sat next 

hf7 Lord, and was allowed the honor and happiness 
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of leaning on his bosom. This was a situation indi¬ 

cating mutual affection. And doubtless John did 

love Jesus with all his heart, and we are quite cer¬ 

tain John had a high place in the estimation of 

Christ. And is not this Christianity ? to be beloved 

of Christ, to realize our interest in his regards, and to 

love him supremely in return ! It also indicated 

confidential complacency and delight. Leaning, 

seems to be expressive of confidence; and to lean 

on the bosom of a friend, seems to represent that 

confidence to be of the most delightful character. 

And doubtless, John did repose his soul’s entire 

confidence in Jesus. And what is Christianity, but 

to trust implicitly in the Son of God ? — to roll all 

our soul’s care upon him, as an unchanging friend, 

and everlasting Redeemer. John’s situation seemed 

to indicate fellowship and sympathy. Ah! who can 

tell what was agitating that bosom on which John 

leaned. At this very time, it was heaving with bitter 

emotion, on account of the treachery of Judas; it was 

drinking, by anticipation, of that dread cup, which 

was about to be placed to his sacred lips. And 

true religion includes fellowship and sympathy with 

Jesus. We must realise a kindredness of soul, for 

he that is joined to the Lord, is one spirit. It is 

necessary that we know the 44 fellowship of his suf¬ 

ferings,” and John himself said, 44 truly our fellow¬ 

ship is with the Father, and his Son Jesus Christ ” 
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Nov. 30. 

CHRIST THE KING IN HIS BEAUTY. 

The King in his beauty.—Isaiah xxxiii. 17. 

Jesus said to Pilate, thou sayest truly, I am a 

king. And who can contemplate Christ’s regal 

character, without exultation and delight. His 

glory is underived, universal, and eternal; his 

dominion extends throughout the universe, over all 

worlds. But the prophet speaks of his beauty. 

And if beauty consists of an assemblage of agree¬ 

able graces, then Jesus is the perfection, the model 

of beauty. All graces adorn his mind, all excel¬ 

lencies distinguish his character. As in the rain¬ 

bow, there is the combination of beautiful colors; 

so in Jesus, all that is lovely and soul charming is 

concentrated. What meekness, what gentleness, 

what goodness, and what compassion distinguish 

the Prince of Peace ! All that is holy, all that is 

wise, all that is benignant, and all that is sweet and 

gracious, dwells in his divine and glorious mind. 

He is infinitely fairer than the sons of men. Angels 

captivated with his charms, and glorified spirits 

sing, 
“ Lord ! tis an infinite delight. 
To see thy lovely face. 
To dwell whole ages in thy sight. 
And feel thy vital rays.” 

Of Moses it is said, that he was exceedingly fair 

and lovely in his person, but a greater than Moses 
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is here. Yea, could all that is interesting and 
pleasing, be abstracted from all the excellent men 
who have dwelt upon earth, and all the celestial 
spirits of heaven, we should only behold so many 
faint rays, which had been reflected from the infi¬ 
nite beauties of the Saviour’s lovely face. And the 
believer has the promise, that he shall see the King 
in his beauty. He does so by faith now. Now, 
there is no name so sweet, no object so lovely to 
his soul. But if faithful to death, he shall have 
a glorious vision of Christ, he shall see him as he 
is, and bask in the refulgent beams of his glory for 
ever and ever. 

“ The King’s mysterious Deity, 
We soon with open face shall see. 

The beatific sight; 
Shall fill heaven’s sounding courts with praise. 
And wide diffuse the golden blaze. 

Of everlasting light.” 

Dec. 1. 

CHRIST OUR EXAMPLE. 

Leaving us an example. — 1 Pet. ii. 21. 

Jesus not only came to teach men the doctrine 
of the gospel, and to give them a code of spiritual 
laws, but he came to exhibit in himself that spirit 
and conduct, which it would be both our duty and 
advantage to imitate. His life expounded his 
discourses, and his discourses were but so many 
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statements of the conduct which he displayed. 

He is eminently therefore the Christian’s example, 

and we are called upon to embody the same prin¬ 

ciples, and to follow his steps. Let us consider the 

blessed Jesus in the example he hath left, as to the 

government of himself. How meek in spirit, how 

careful in speech, how temperate in his habits ! 

In patience and happy contentment, he kept his 

soul continually. He never manifested any un¬ 

seeming wrath, was a total stranger to malignity, 

never evinced a spirit of resentment, but w7as con¬ 

stantly calm, and tender, and mild. His humility 

too was very striking; he sought not great things 

for himself; he refused to be made a temporal 

prince, and sought not "the applause or sounding 

titles of men. Often he charged those he had 

healed to be silent, that he might not be annoyed 

with the applaudits of the people. Is Jesus our 

example in this respect? Do we endeavour to 

govern ourselves by this model ? Are we careful 

over our spirits, and speech, and conduct? Are 

we temperate, contented, and meek, and lowdy of 

heart ? Do we avoid envious, wrathful, censorious, 

and malignant dispositions and tempers ? Are we 

like minded with the blessed Jesus in these things ? 

Careful examination will enable us to judge rightly 

of ourselves, and let us constantly feel impressed 

with the necessity of imitating our Divine Lord, 

who bath left us an example, that we should follow 

his steps. 
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Dec. 2. 

CHRIST OUR EXAMPLE. 

Part II.— 1 Pet. ii. 21. 

As Jesus is our example in the self government 

he displayed, so also in his conduct towards his 

heavenly Father. It is clear that he set the Father 

constantly before him. That he ever acted as in 

his immediate presence. He always aimed at 

pleasing him in all things. Hence how he con¬ 

stantly spake of his Father. He honored him by 

his conversation; he ever referred to his glorious 

attributes and works in his discourses. In short, he 

made it his business to glorify his Father. To 

him he gave thanks, eating the provisions of his 

. providence. To him he often lifted his eyes with 

adoring confidence, when working his astounding 

miracles. After days of toil, he often spent whole 

nights with him, in sweet and hallowed meditation 

and prayer. He glorified him in all his engage¬ 

ments, trusted in him at all times, and died, com¬ 

mitting his spirit into his hands. The love of God 

was in his heart, and therefore none of his steps did 

slide. Do we imitate the Redeemer in his conduct 

towards his Father ? Do we thus honor, reverence, 

and worship him ? Do we set the Lord before us, 

and are we in his fear all the day long ? Is it our 

meat and drink to do his will, and to glorify him 

before men? Do we thankfully receive his mercies. 
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believingly trust in him at all times, and in all 

things by prayer and supplication, make known to 

him all our wants ? Do we endeavor to exalt him 

both by heart and lip, and life ? Do we enjoy his 

heavenly smile, and can we rejoice that we are 

always anxious to do the things with which he will 

be pleased. For Jesus in this respect has left us 

an example, that we should follow his steps 

Dec. 3. 

CHRIST OUR EXAMPLE. 

Part III.— 1 Pet. ii. 21. 

Let us now take a brief survey of the conduct 

of Jesus towards mankind, for in this respect be 

hath left us an example that we should follow his 

steps. Towards the civil powers and the authorities 

of the day, he manifested respect and honor, yielded 

proper homage, and paid all usual custom and 

tribute. Hence he wrought a miracle for the very 

purpose of paying one of the taxes of the day, and 

he expressly enjoined that the things of Caesar 

should be rendered unto Caesar. Towards all men 

he manifested honor and respect. To the wicked 

he displayed unbounded mercy and compassion, 

and entreated them to flee from the wrath to come. 

Over the infatuated and self deceived Pharisees, he 

wept, and solemnly warned them of the inevitable 
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consequences of their self righteousness and hypo¬ 

crisy. His heart melted with tenderness over 

broken hearted penitents; these he cordially 

received, and blessed them with his pardoning 

mercy and adopting love. Towards hl« enemies 

and vile persecutor he ever displayed iongsuffer- 

ing and pity. He railed not again, but he com¬ 

passionated them, employed his dying breath in 

supplicating their pardon. And how affectionate 

and tender he was to his disciples ! How he bore 

with all their weaknesses and infirmities ! How he 

pleaded that they might go away, when he was 

arrested in the garden ! He died with them in 

his heart, and when he arose and met with them, 

renewed his friendship, and breathed peace upon 

them; he ascended while blessing them, and then 

he sent them the Holy Spirit, to guide, to comfort, 

and lead them into all truth. Do we imitate Jesus 

in our conduct towards mankind ? Do we render 

honor to whom it is due ? Do we love all men, 

and feel compassion even to our enemies? Are 

we devotedly attached to the friends of Jesus, 

and do we love them with pure hearts fervently ? 

In all our transactions with men on earth, let us 

keep Christ’s example before our eyes, and cheer¬ 

fully and constantly walk in his steps. 
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Dec. 4. 

CHRIST OUR EXAMPLE. 

Part IV.— 1 Pet. ii. 21. 

In following Christ’s example, we have before 

us a model which is perfect; therefore in imitating 

him, we cannot possibly err. All the other models 

of Scripture are models of fallible and frail men; 

Christ’s life exhibited no weakness or infirmity, 

therefore we may safely follow the Lamb whither¬ 

soever he goeth. To follow Christ’s example, 

we must possess his spirit. We must be like minded 

with Christ, there must be a harmony of soul, and 

kindredness of spirit. The unrenewed mind can¬ 

not savour the things which are Christ’s. How 

necessary then that we seek to possess largely of 

the spirit of Christ. We must live in this spirit 

and walk in this spirit, and this spirit must sanctify 

us wholly, and lead us into all truth. To imitate 

Jesus, we must constantly be receiving the aids oj 

his grace. Without this we can do nothing. He 

must draw us, and then we shall run after him: he 

must hold us up, and then we shall be safe; he 

must keep, and then we cannot perish, neither can 

any pluck us out of his hands. In imitating Jesus, 

we must do all to his glory. We must always seek 

the exaltation of his blessed name. We must aim 

at glorifying him both in body and soul which are 

his. In imitating Jesus, we shall be more and 
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more assimilated to his likeness, our fellowship with 

him will be more intimate and sweet, our desires 

will be more heavenly and strong, and we shall be 

increasingly meet for his kingdom and glory. 

“Be tliou my pattern ! make me bear. 

More of thy gracious image here; 

Then God the judge shall own my name. 

Amongst the followers of the Lamb.” 

Dec. 5. 

LOVE TO HEIST. 

Lovest thou me.— John xxi. 17. 

The Saviour’s address to Peter, may with the 

greatest propriety, be put to all who bear his name 

and profess to be his disciples. In every system 

there are some principles which are essential, and 

love to Jesus is indispensable to the existence of 

true religion. He who loveth not Christ, is not 

known of him, and cannot possibly be an object of 

his approval. If love to Jesus be therefore a vital, 

essential matter, how necessary that we ascertain 

as to its existence in our hearts. Endeavour then 

to feel the force of the question, “Lovest thou me?’ 

and rest not until you can sincerely reply, yea 

Lord thou knowest all things, thou knowest that I 

love thee. And surely this is not a very difficult 

question to answer. We imagine no point can be 
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more easily settled than this. For if we love Jesus 

it must be known to us. We cannot possibly be 

strangers to the existence of so lively and warm an 

emotion as that of genuine love. If we love him, 

our hearts will be set upon him, — he will hold a 

prominent place in all our feelings and desires. 

Our wishes will be constantly going out after him. 

We shall delight in him with all our hearts, and he 

will be the joy, and rejoicing of our souls. If we 

love him, our mouths will declare it. From the 

abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh, so 

that his name, and person, and offices, and work, 

will form the theme of our conversation. If we 

love him, we shall often converse with him in 

prayer, and holy meditation. We shall also converse 

of him, and extol him, as the fairest among ten 

thousand, and the altogether lovely. Every where, 

we shall labour to spread the refreshing fragrance 

of his blessed name. He will be the subject of our 

songs, and we shall feel and say, 

J “ No theme is like redeeming love, 

No Saviour is like ours.” 

Finally, if we love him, we shall exhibit his doc¬ 

trines and precepts in our lives, for he hath said, 

“ Ye are my friends, if you do whatsoever I com¬ 

mand you,” and again, “ If you love me keep my 

commandments.” 
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Dec. 6. 

LOVE TO CHRIST. 

Part II.—John xxi. 17. 

If we find that we do love Jesus, then it is de¬ 

sirable that we ascertain the degree and extent of 

our attachment to him. Love to Jesus should be 

ardent. It should not be a faint and feeble feeling, 

but as a holy flame burning with intense ardour on 

the altar of our souls. Love to Jesus should also 

be supreme. Other objects may and ought to be 

loved, but Christ should have the supremacy, the 

entire pre-eminence. He should have the throne 

of our most hallowed affections, and no rival should 

divide his sway, and we shall sing, 

“ Had we a thousand hearts to give, 

Lord, they should all be thine.” 

Love to Jesus should be constant. Constancy is 

that alone which gives worth to affection : without 

this, there can be no confidence or complacent 

delight. Jesus requires our love always, and on all 

occasions: not merely under seasons of prosperity 

and excitement, but in adversity, and in sickness; yea 

he requires love that will outlive death, and that 

many waters cannot quench. Finally, he expects 

our love to be progressive. We must grow in love 

—abound in love — walk in love; and rise into this 

holy atmosphere, until we are perfected in love, and 
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completely meet for that world, where all is one 

blessed, uninterrupted, and eternal scene of lover 

“ Thou, O love my portion art. 

Lord thou know’st my earnest heart. 

Other comforts I despise. 

Love be all my paradise.” 

Dec. 7. 

LOVE TO CHRIST. 

Part III.—Johnxxi. 17. 

Love to Jesus is an affection the most reasonable, 

whether we reflect upon what he is, what he has 

done for us, is now doing, or what he has engaged 

to do. In himself all excellencies are combined. 

He possesses all the glorious attributes of Deity; 

but he is especially distinguished for those trait,s 

which render him pre-eminently attractive. Only 

consider the mildness of his disposition, his gentle¬ 

ness, meekness, goodness, benignity, compassion, 

and pity. He is the personification of grace, the 

essence and the fountain of love. Then reflect 

on what he hath done for us. He has loved us with 

an everlasting love — he set his heart upon us, be¬ 

fore the mountains were settled, or years began to 

roll. Then in the fulness of time, he left Heaven and 

impoverished himself for our sakes, assumed our 

nature, became tin* slave of servants, was obedient 
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unto the whole law, lived for us, suffered for us, 

and last of all died for our sins, according to the 

scriptures. He loved us even unto death, and 

greater love can no man display, than this. 

“ He left his starry crown. 

And laid his robes aside. 

On wings of love came down. 

And wept, and bled, and died; 

What he endured, oh who can tell, 

To save our souls from death and hell.” 

Then consider what he is now doing for us.” 

Having died for us, he rose again, and in our na¬ 

ture, took possession of heaven on our behalf, and 

there he dwells to advocate the interests of his peo¬ 

ple ; and by his gifts, to enrich them with all 

grace, and to make them meet for those man¬ 

sions of glory he hath prepared for them. And he 

has given them the most glorious promises, as it 

vegards the future. He has engaged to preserve 

ihem safely unto death; to conduct them through 

Jordan’s swelling stream, to Canaan’s blissful shore ; 

to give them a mansion of blessedness, and a crown 

of glory, that fadeth not away. He has engaged 

also, to raise their bodies in his own glorious like¬ 

ness, and to glorify both body and soul, with his 

own glory for ever. 
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Dec, 8. 

LOVE TO CHRIST. 

Part IV.— John xxi. 17. 

Love to Jesus will be connected with the most 

delightful results. It will associate us with the 

most endearing friendships. Then will angels 

behold us with complacency and delight, for they 

cheerfully minister to the heirs of salvation; and 

by love to Jesus, we come to a state of happy fel¬ 

lowship with them. But love to Jesus will secure 

to us the friendship of God. Hence the Saviour 

said, 44 If a man love me, my Father will love him, 

and we will come unto him, and make our abode 

with him ” (John xiv. 23.). And what is compa¬ 

rable to the love of God? To be loved of God, 

and to enjoy his friendship, is better than life. 

Then love to Jesus, will render us the subjects of 

many great and precious promises. There is the 

promise of grace, which implies all necessary good, 

to those who love Jesus in sincerity and in truth. 

It is also said, that 44 All things work together for 

their good.” There is also a crown of life laid up 

for all that love him (Jas. i. 12.). Indeed, 44 Eye 

hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither hath it en¬ 

tered into man’s heart to conceive, what the Lord 

hath prepared for them that love him” (1 Cor.ii.9.). 

On the other hand, there is that fearful passage, 

which is addressed to all those who arc strangers to 



or Christian’s portion. £ of) 

this holy affection, “ If any man love not the Lord 

Jesus Christ, let him be Anathema, Maranatha; ” 

that is, accursed when Christ shall come (I Cor. 

xvi. 22.). Love to Jesus can alone qualify us for 

the glory of heaven. Jesus is the only object of 

attraction in that blessed world. None can dwell 

there, and engage in the services of that temple, 

but those who can feel and join in that rapturous 

song, “ Unto him who hath loved us, and washed us 

from our sins in his own blood, and made us kings 

and priests unto God and his Father, be glory and 

dominion for ever” (Rev. i. 5-6.). 

“ Give me thyself, from every boast. 

From every wish set free ; 

Let all I am in thee be lost. 

But give thyself to me.” 

“ Thy gifts alas ! cannot suffice. 

Unless thyself be given; 

Thy presence makes my paradise. 

And where thou art is heaven.” 

Dec. 9. 

CHRIST THE TREE OF LIFE. 

The Tree of life.—Rev. xxii. 2. 

This tree of life is none other than Jesus, the 

far famed plant of renown. He is often compared 

by the sacred writers to a tree, and he spake of 
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himself as being the true vine, and his Father as 

the husbandman. But he is emphatically the 

tree of life. There is no life which he has not 

communicated; he is the life both of earth and 

heaven. But he is so especially to the dying sin¬ 

ner. By reason of transgressing the Divine com¬ 

mand, and eating of the fruit of the tree of the 

knowledge of good and evil, sin and death entered 

our world. Jesus as the tree of life, is the grand 

remedy, and only antidote. His leaves were for 

the healing of the nations, and his fruit is for the 

nourishment and delight of his people through all 

generations. Tasting of this tree they first begin 

to live, and by feeding upon it, life is supported 

and perpetuated. The fruit of the tree is abundant 

and various. It bears twelve sorts of fruit, or in 

other words, a perfection of sorts, which are suited 

to all the need of God’s people. What totally 

annihilates all their wants, and fills them with all 

the good they can possibly need. Not only do we 

live by the fruit of this tree on earth, but it is also 

the food of glorified saints in heaven. Under its 

shady boughs, the inhabitants of the celestial para¬ 

dise shall sit with great delight. Its fragrance 

shall fill the heavenly fields with the richest odours, 

the very air shall be impregnated with its perfumes, 

and be fraught with the balm of immortality and 

eternal life. Jesus the tree of life, is in the midst 

of the heavenly paradise, equally accessible on 



or Christian’s portion. 5 61 

e\ery side, from every quarter, and to all its re 
dt emed inhabitants. 

“ In midst of Eden’s sacred fields, 
The tree of life its fragrance yields; 
And spreads its laden boughs around. 
Where fruit of every kind is found.” 

Dec. 10. 

CHRIST THE TREE OF LIFE. 

Part II.— Rev. xxii. 2. 

1 o this tree of life, we would invite a dying world, 
for there is no other remedy for the perishing children 
of men. At a distance from this, we must of ne¬ 
cessity therefore, starve and die. The branches of 
this tree, happily extend to the whole world, and 
its fruit is offered to every creature. No flaming 
sword is wielded by the angry cherubim, to prevent 
any from having access. The way to it is free, and 
plain; the terms gratuitous, and the invitation is to 
all. Myriads of fainting souls have come and have 
been revived. All the diseases of the mind are 
thoroughly cured by its healing leaves. Its fragrant 
odours fill the mind with unspeakable joy and de¬ 
light. By feeding upon it, we attain a spiritual 
nature, so as to be made meet for the inheritance 
of the saints in light. 
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*' The tree of life that near the throne. 
In heaven’s high garden grows. 

Laden with grace, bends gently down. 
Its ever smiling boughs.” 

“ Hovering amongst the leaves, there stands 
The sweet celestial dove ; 

And Jesus on the branches hangs. 
The banner of his love.” 

“ ’Tis a blest heaven of strange delights. 
While in the shade we sit; 

His fruit is pleasing to the sight, 
And to the taste as sweet.” 

‘ New life it spreads thro’ dying hearts. 
And cheers each drooping mind ; 

Vigour and joy the juice imparts. 
And leaves no sting behind.” 

*' Infinite grace our souls adore. 
Whose wond’rous hand has made 

This living tree of wond’rous power, 
To raise and heal the dead.” 

Happy they who constantly dwell near this tree, and 

daily feed upon its fruits, and happy they who can 

catch one believing glance of it while passing 

through the valley of death, and still more happy 

all they who are raised to dwell beneath it, in the 

Eden above, for ever. , 

Dec. 11. 
CHRIST THE FIRST FRUITS. 

1 he first fruits of them that slept.—1 Cor. xv. 20. 

The resurrection of the body is a doctrine con¬ 
fined to the sacred volume of revelation. The 
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ancient philosophers who clearly believed in the 

existence of the soul after death, never imagined 

that the body would rise again. There are but few 

intimations of it in scriptures of the old testament. 

Job one of the early patriarchs expressed his full 

confidence in it, w hen tie exclaimed, “ Yet in my 

flesh shall I see God.” Jesus clearly taught it, and 

often referred to the grand and solemn scene, 

when they that were in their graves shall hear the 

voice of the Son of God and live. It is a doctrine 

highly cheering to the devout mind. It is a matter 

therefore of great joy, that its certainty is fully es¬ 

tablished. God can raise the dead therefore it is 

not impossible. In nature we see a great many 

changes, which are analagous to it. See the beau¬ 

tiful morning bursting forth, from the sable black¬ 

ness of night. Observe the new creation of spring, 

coming forth from the dreary and sterile scenes of 

winter. Observe, too, the changes which many of 

the inferior animals pass through, before they reach 

the perfection of their existence And why shall 

we doubt as to the resurrection of the dead. Then 

God hath said it shall come to pass, and he is 

ever of one mind; he cannot change, and there¬ 

fore it must be realized, for the mouth of the 

Lord hath spoken it. But the grand immove¬ 

able basis of our hope is this — Christ lived, and 

died, and rose again: and his resurrection is a 

pledge of ours; he is the first fruits of them that 

slept. As the Lord required the first fruits of the 
2 o 
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harvest to be brought before him, and as this was 

the certain pledge of the full crop, so Jesus has 

arisen in our nature, arisen for our sakes, and 

so sure as the Lord liveth, his people shall live 

also. Yes, they shall participate in the benefits of 

his death, and know the power of his resurrection. 

JJec. 12. 

CHRIST THE FIRST FRUITS. 

Part II.— 1 Cor. xv. 20. 

But the first fruits not only pledged the full 

harvest, but were of the same nature and quality 

of what followed. So believers shall not only be 

raised by Christ, but like unto him:—his resurrec- 

is a type of theirs: they shall have a resurrection 

similar to that of Jesus. It shall be & joyful resur¬ 

rection, as was that of the Redeemer. It shall be 

in the morning of the great day, and shall be con¬ 

nected with the ministry of angels. It shall be a 

resurrection to a deathless state. Jesus was dead, 

but is now alive for evermore. His people shall 

be raised to immortality and eternal life. Christ’s 

resurrection was of his identical suffering body; 

but though it retained all its scars, yet it was raised 

in glory: it could move with the velocity of light, 

could be visible or invisible at his pleasure. Such 

will be the bodies of believers; — they will be ex- 
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actly conformed to the likeness of Christ’s glorious 

oody, according to the working by which he is able 

to subdue all things unto himself. (Phil. iii. 21.) 

“ Hear Immanuel’s voice proclaim 
I the resurrection am. 
Mine the power that brings to sight 
Immortality and light. 

From the grave’s ignoble trust. 
He redeems our sleeping dust. 
Pattern, in his glorious state. 
Of the change his followers wait. 

Soon the rolling years shall bring 
Our returning God and King. 
Soon the joyful morn shall rise 
With new guests to deck the skies.” 

In affliction, with the scenes of mortality before 

our eyes, or when mourning the loss of beloved 

friends in Christ, let this cheer us, Christ Has risen 

from the dead, and is become the first fruits of 

them that slept. 

Dec. 16. 

CHRIST TYPIFIED BY THE GOLDEN 
POT OF MANNA. 

The golden pot that had manna.—Heh. ix. 4. 

In order that the Israelites might not forget how 

God had fed them in the wilderness, it was ap¬ 

pointed that a quantity of the manna, perhaps an 
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omer, should be laid up and preserved as a memo¬ 

rial to future generations. To this the apostle 

therefore refers, in describing the ark and its fur¬ 

niture in the holiest of all, “ wherein,”says he, “was 

the golden pot that had manna.” In this Jesus 

was very beautifully typified and set forth, for he 

reminds us, that he is the true bread of life sent 

down from heaven. The history of the manna is 

given in Exodus xvi., from the 11th verse. Let us 

notice, then, some of the more interesting points of 

resemblance between the manna and Christ. The 

name manna signifies to prepare or appoint, doubt¬ 

less referring to God preparing in the desert, a 

table for his people. Now Jesus is particularly 

described as the prepared, the chosen, and the ap¬ 

pointed of the Father. The source of the manna, 

was heaven. God sent it from above. Jesus, too, 

came from heaven. He had dwelt from eternal 

ages in the bosom of the Father, and descended 

from thence, that he might be the bread of life to 

a dying world. The manna was small in appear¬ 

ance, as small as the hoar frost Jesus appeared as 

a root out of a dry ground. He made himself of 

no reputation, but took on him the form of a ser¬ 

vant, was born in poverty, a man of sorrows and 

acquainted with griefs. The form of the manna 

was round, denoting the perfection and eternity of 

Christ. The colour was white, thus exhibiting the 

purity of his nature, and the holiness of his life. 

The taste of manna was exceedingly sweet, like 
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wafers made of fine honey. How transcendently 

sweet and precious is every thing associated with 

the blessed Redeemer.— 

“ All our capacious powers can wish. 
In him most richly meet. 
Nor to our eyes is light so dear 
Or friendship half so sweet/’ 

Dec. 14. 

THE GOLDEN POT OF MANNA. 

Part II.— Heb. ix. 4. 

Let us now consider the mode of its communi¬ 

cation. The manna was given to the Israelites in 

the desert: they had no price wherewith to pur¬ 

chase it; they had no righteousness by which it 

could be merited : but God graciously compassion¬ 

ated them in their low estate, and freely sent it 

them from heaven. Jesus is God’s gracious gift to 

the world. He so loved it, that he did not withold 

his only Son. The manna was bestowed plentifully, 

it fell in rich abundance, so as to meet the wants of 

all the hundreds of thousands of Israel. Jesus is the 

bread of life to the whole world. In him is pro¬ 

vision enough for Adam’s universal race.— 

“ Enough for each, enough for all, 
Enough for evermore.” 

The manna was given them constantly, and i 
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never failed them so long as they journeyed in the 

desert. Christ, in his precious benefits, is ex¬ 

haustless. He is our souls’ daily bread. We may 

feed upon him through the whole of life’s pilgrimage. 

And then, when heart and flesh faileth, he will be 

the strength of our hearts, and our portion for ever, 

“ Jesus thou art the living bread. 
By wThich our needy souls are fed ; 
In thee alone thy children find 
Enough to fill the empty mind. 

Without this bread I starve and die. 
No other can my need supply. 
But this will suit my wretched case. 
Abroad, at home, in every place. 

This precious food my heart revives. 
What strength ! what nourishment! it gives, 
O let me evermore be fed 
With this divine celestial bread.” 

Dec. 15. 

THE GOLDEN POT OF MANNA. 

Part III.—Heb. ix. 4. 

Let us now consider the way in which the 

manna was received and used. The place where 

it was to be obtained was (i round about the 

camp.” So Jesus is to be found in the ordinances 

of his house. He dwells in the midst of his 

church, and his church is to exhibit him, and 
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hold him forth to a dying world. , There, is his 

name recorded; there his word is read, and his 

gospel preached. The manna was to be gathered 

daily. So we must live by faith on the Son oi 

God. Every day we must pray, “ Lord, evermore 

give us this bread.” For, without him, as the 

staff of our soul’s life, we can do nothing. It was 

to be gathered early. Jesus and his salvation 

ought to be sought first, and principally, and all 

other things shall be added to us; and more espe¬ 

cially as this is the “ accepted time, and this the 

day of salvation.” The manna might be gathered 

by all. There was no restriction, and no limitation. 

It was free to each, and to the whole. So Jesus is 

the Saviour of the world; and he came expressly 

to give his life for it, that through him the world 

might be saved. Let us now notice the manner 

in which the manna was to be used. It w.as to be 

ground in mills, and baked with fire, signifying 

that Jesus must needs suffer and die on our behalf, 

before we could have life and salvation in his 

name. Yes, he not only loved us, but also gave 

himself for us, and suffered, the just for the unjust, 

that he might bring us to God. The manna was 

eaten. Manna around the camp, or even in their 

dwellings, could not sustain life. So Jesus must 

be personally known : we must feed upon his flesh, 

and drink his blood, or we cannot have spiritual 

life. And then we observe, finally, all the manna 

was to be eaten. Kept, and it became putrid. We, 
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too, must receive a whole Saviour — Jesus, in all 

his offices, work, and benefits. He must be our 

prophet, priest, and king, our alpha and omega, 

our all and in all. 

Dec. 16. 

THE GOLDEN POT OF MANNA. 

Part IV.—Heb. ix. 4. 

The portion of manna, to which the apostle 

refers, was to be placed in a golden pot, and to be 

laid in the ark, as a memorial of God’s preserving 

mercy. This golden pot might typify the great¬ 

ness and magnificence of Christ’s divine nature, 

For while, as our Mediator, he was man in our 

nature, and with us, yet he was co-equal with the 

Father, the brightness of his glory, and the express 

image of his person. Or perhaps the golden pot 

might be intended to exhibit to us the word and 

ordinances of the gospel. The word is more pre¬ 

cious than gold, yea, than fine gold. And Jesus 

is the precious treasure laid up in it. Fie is the 

great subject of revelation: all its writers testify of 

him'—his sufferings, and the glory that should 

follow. Or does it refer to Christ’s presence in 

the holiest of all, in our nature, and dwelling 

there, that he may dispense in precious gifts, 

the bread of life to a dying world. For it 
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is worthy of notice that he is exalted there, that 

he may give repentance and remission of sins. 

When we think of Jesus, we lift our eyes towards 

the holy place — the place which he has taken 

possession of for the welfare of his people, and to 

Mhich place he has engaged to exalt them when 

they die. And being there, the heavenly company 

of redeemed spirits may feed upon him, and enjoy 

his saving benefits for ever and ever. Have we 

been living by faith on Christ? Is Christ truly 

the bread of life to our souls ? Do we hunger and 

thirst after him? Are we grateful for the inva¬ 

luable provisions which God has prepared for us ? 

“Around the ancient camp 

The copious manna fell — 

Strew’d on the ground, a food they found; 

But what, they could not tell. 

But better bread by far 

Is now to Christians giv’n — 

Jesus the blessed tree of life, 

The living bread from heav’n ! ” 

Dec. 17. 

JESUS ALL AND IN ALL. 

But Christ is all and in all. — Col. iii. 11. 

There is no possibility of the Christian estima¬ 

ting Christ too highly, or of having his heart too 
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completely set upon him. Were our most exalted 

powers to be constantly raised in contemplation of 

his person and excellencies, we should find that it 

is impossible to know the extent of his glories, and 

that his greatness is unsearchable. Jesus cannot 

be too often the subject of our thoughts, or the 

theme of our conversation. We shall only be as 

happy as he desires we should be, by constantly 

keeping the eye of our minds upon him, and look¬ 

ing to him as the Author, until he becomes the 

Finisher of our faith. Indeed, there is no event 

connected with the world, or with the church, 

which is not identified with Christ, so that in all 

things he is all in all. Our first illustration of this 

will be taken from the Creation of the world. Itis quite 

clear from scriptural statement, that Christ is the 

Creator of all things. Hence the apostle remarks, 

“ that God created all things by Jesus Christ ” (Eph. 

iii. 9.) And also, that by him, “ God made the 

worlds” (Heb. i. 2.). Then he particularizes, and 

states the subject more fully, when he says, “ By him 

were all things created, that are in heaven, and 

that are in earth, visible and invisible; whether 

they be thrones or dominions, principalities or 

powers” (Col. i. 16.). John also states in the 

beginning of his gospel, “that all things were made 

by him, and without him was not any thing made, 

that was made” (John i. 3.). But not only did 

God create all things by Jesus, but also “all things 

were created for him ” (Col. i. 17.), His glory 
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was the end of creation. Our world especially he 

formed to be the theatre of his marvellous acts, and 

the scene of the wonders of his grace. Hence it 

is said, that before the mountains were laid, or the 

hills settled, his delights were with the sons of 

men. 

Dec. 18. 

JESUS, ALL AND IN ALL. 

Part II.— Col iii. 11. 

As Christ is all, and in all, in the creation of 

worlds, he also is so, in the arrangements of Pro¬ 

vidence in the government of all things. For, “ by 

him all things consist.” (Col. i. 17.) “He uphold- 

eth all things by the word of his power.” (Heb. i. 3.) 

Fie has all power, both in heaven and on earth, and 

all government is placed in his hands, for, “ He is 

Lord of all.” He is the “ Blessed and holy Po¬ 

tentate, King of kings, and Lord of lords.” Hence 

we are directed to look unto him as the great Being 

whose universal energy, sustains the universe, and 

whose omnific influence controuls all events. At 

his bidding, the seraph flies to execute all his plea¬ 

sures, and in his hand is the life of every living 

thing. In his hands are the reins of universal au¬ 

thority, a sceptre which he sways over all worlds. 

O yes! it is a delightful thought to the Christian, 
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that Jesus is the universal ruler of all nations, and 

that nothing can possible happen without his direct 

appointment or permission. That as he once si¬ 

lenced the roaring waves on the Galilean lake, so he 

now sitteth on high, doing according to his righ¬ 

teous will, among the armies of heaven, and the 

inhabitants of earth: that his way is in the whirl¬ 

wind, and the storm, and in the clouds are the dust of 

his feet. The consideration of Christ’s authorita¬ 

tive connection with all the events of Providence, 

will tend greatly to fortify our minds in times of 

trouble and sorrow, and to reconcile us to the 

crosses and afflictions of life. Whom would we 

choose but Jesus, to select our inheritance for us, 

and to direct our ways? If our Redeemer ma¬ 

nages all our concerns, then will they be wisely and 

affectionately regulated. The dreary desert shall 

yield us all necessary supplies at his commands, and 

the storms of life shall be quiet at his bidding. 

Life and health, sickness and death, are at his 

disposal, all our affairs are in his hands, and we 

may be firmly persuaded, that whatsoever we com¬ 

mit to him, is committed to our faithful Creator. 

Dec. 19. 

JESUS, ALL AND IN ALL. 

Part III. — Col iii. 11. 

Jesus is all, and in all, in the great work of re¬ 

demption. Here he has given us a complete 
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manifestation of all his illustrious perfections. Here 

we have put forth the exceeding greatness of his 

power, and the unsearchable riches of his grace,— ■ 

“ Here the whole Deity full orb’d 

In dazzling rays of light. 

Appears to save a ruined world. 

From gloom of hellish night,” 

Whatever view we take of redemption Jesus is 

manifestly “all and in all.” Consider redemption, 

as the illumination of a world of darkness; then 

Jesus is the great celestial sun, its day spring, and 

only source of light. Consider redemption, as the 

deliverance of the world from the curse, and from 

the power of the devil. Then it was so delivered 

by Jesus becoming a curse for us, and by his death 

and resurrection, bruising the head of Satan. 

Consider it as the provision for the renovation of 

a world sunk in pollution and defilement. And 

then the Redeemer from the opening of his own 

heart, has provided in his precious blood, the foun* 

tain for its guilt and uncleanness. Consider re¬ 

demption, as the great and boundless provision of 

blessings, for an impoverished and wretched world. 

Then Jesus is the fountain of those blessings, all, 

all, flow from the infinite stores of his grace. By 

his poverty alone are we made rich: and all our 

gifts come by him, and all our wants are supplied 

by Christ Jesus. Consider redemption, in its de¬ 

liverance of immortal souls from the wrath to come, 
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and that deliverance is his own work, he only can 

free from condemnation here, and from eternal 

death hereafter. Jesus is the only deliverer from 

the wrath to come. 

Dec. 20. 

JESUS, ALL AND IN ALL. 

Part IV — Col. iii. 11. 

The whole superstructure of redemption rests 

on Christ. He is the foundation stone, as well as 

the head of the corner. It originated with him. 

It was effected through him. And it will be consum¬ 

mated by him. All the dispensations with which 

God has favored the world, have derived all their 

excellency and importance from him. In offering 

their rural sacrifices, the saints of the antediluvian 

world had respect to him, as the seed of the woman 

who should bruise the serpent’s head. Abel’s 

sacrifice could not have been accepted without 

this. Enoch’s piety and fellowship with God, 

could only be effected through this. The patri¬ 

archs were all evidently influenced by the same 

subject. Abrabam saw Christ’s day and was glad. 

Jacob expired in peace, because he knew him to 

be his salvation. Moses pointed to him as the 

great prophet, of whom he was but a type. David 

consecrated his muse to the celebration of the glo¬ 

ries of his person, and the blessings of his reign; 
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and to him gave all the prophets witness. So that 

Jesus is interwoven with all that relates to the his¬ 

tory of redemption; and holy Simeon, who had 

been waiting for the consolation of Israel, no 

sooner had Jesus in his arms, than he exclaimed, 

“ Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in 

peace, according to thy word, for mine eyes have 

seen thy salvation.” And the benefits of redemp¬ 

tion are only known and experienced, as Jesus is 

preached and believed in, by a guilty and dying 

world. In every thing then that relates to man’s 

salvation, Jesus is “all and in all.” 

Dec. 21. 

JESUS, ALL AND IN ALL. 

Part V.— Col. iii. 11. 

Jesus is all and in all, in every thing that relates 

to his Church. The Cfcrch is his purchased pro¬ 

perty. Bought with his inexpressibly precious 

blood. The church is his kingdom, established 

upon the basis of his truth and grace. In it he 

dwells, over it he reigns supreme, and through it 

all his glory is diffused. The church is his vine¬ 

yard, chosen, and planted by his own hand. The 

church is his army, ransomed from the vassalage 

of Satan, enrolled under the standard of his cross, 

and led on towards triumph and glory by himself, the 
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great Captain of salvation. The church ishis 

body, fashioned and fitly framed by his own power, 

and he is its head, the source of vitality, direction, 

and strength to all its members. The church is 

his bride, and he is the lovely and blessed bride¬ 

groom, whose second coming shall be the signal 

for the celebration of the nuptial services, between 

himself and his espoused Church. The Church is 

his flock for whom he laid down his life, and he is 

the good shepherd, feeding his sheep, and leading 

them into the green pastures of his ordinances, and 

then giving unto them eternal life. The conside¬ 

ration of Christ being all and in all to his church, 

ought to inspire the saints with joy and confidence. 

Who can raze Zion, founded by the Lord of Hosts ? 

who can destroy her, when the Lord is both her 

glory and defence ? Her external appearance 

may be changed, friends may forsake her, ministers 

may die, but this is her security, Jesus dwells in 

her perpetually, his eyes are upon it every moment, 

and his heart is there continually. In all that 

relates to its security, happiness, and prosperity, 

Jesus is “ all and in all.” 

Blest Jesus! our almighty king. 
While in our Zion thou dost dwell, 
“ Our faith shall sit secure, and sing 
Defiance to the gates of hell.” 
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Dec. 22. 

JESCJS, ALL AND IN ALL. 

Part VI.— Col. iii. 11. 

Jesus is all and in all, in every thing that relates 

to the experience of his people. Personal religion 

in all its branches is closely and inseparably con¬ 

nected with Christ. This will apply to the graces 

of religion. Jesus is the object of faith, the Author 

of faith, and the Finisher of faith. Jesus is the 

object of hope, and the ground of hope, and is in 

the believer’s heart the hope of glory. Jesus is the 

object of love, and the source of love; we love him 

because he first loved us. His love is shed abroad 

in our hearts. And in all that relates to duty and 

labour, his love constraineth us. So also Jesus is 

all and in all, in the privileges of religion. Justi- 

Jication is his act. For we are justified freely by 

his grace. Sanctification is his work. He sanctifies 

us by his spirit and truth, and through the efficacy 

ofhis blood. He is made unto us sanctification. 

Adoption is his act. For we have the privilege to 

become the sons of God, by receiving him, that is, 

by believing on his name. And we know our 

adoption, because we have the Spirit of Christ in 

our hearts. We have also a peace by Jesus Christ. 

Being justified by faith, we have peace with God, 

through our Lord Jesus Christ. He is our peace. 

We have preservation by Jesus Christ. holds 
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his saints in the hollow of his hands, so that they 

cannot perish, neither can any pluck them from 

thence. We have a safe and happy death by 

Christ. His grace supports, his presence cheers, 

and his rod and staff they comfort us. In dying, 

if we behold him, we are enabled to obtain victory 

over the last enemy, and have thus an abundant 

entrance ministered into his kingdom and glory. 

Oh! how desirable to feel in the hour of death, 

that Jesus is all, and in all. 

“ Happy if with our latest breath, 
We may but gasp his name. 
And dying, cry to all around, 
Behold, Behold, the Lamb !’* 

» Dec. 23. 

JESUS, ALL, AND IN ALL 

Part VII.— Col. iii. 11. 

Christ is all and in all, in the duties and ordi¬ 

nances of religion. As it regards duties, he is onr 

only legislator, we are directed always to hear him. 

He also imparts the strength by which all duties are 

performed, for without him we can do nothing. 

Duties will only be acceptable to God, as they are 

connected with faith in Christ’s merits, for all our 

services must be acceptable through hint. In all 

ordinancesy Jesus is all and in all. He is the sum 
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of the gospel. To preach the gospel is to preach 

Christ. There can be no gospel but what is identi¬ 

fied with his name, and person, and work — Christ 

crucified, as the Saviour of the world. In baptism, 

his example is our model, and his command our 

authority. Besides, in baptism, we visibly put on 

Christ, and become his public witnesses before men. 

In the Lord's supper, we have also his example, 

and express command. The elements too, are 

significant of his body and blood, and shew us 

wherewith we have been redeemed ; and by eating 

and drinking of the bread and wine, we profess to 

be Christ’s friends, have fellowship with him, and 

shew forth his death till he come. In prayer, 

Christ is our medium of access to God, and his 

merits our only plea for acceptance. In praise, we 

bless God chiefly for the unspeakable gift of his 

dear son, and for all other gifts, as coming to us 

alone through his efficient mediation. Thus, in that 

which relates to the practical part of the believer’s 

life, and in all that is connected with the ordinances 

of religion, Jesus is eminently “ all and in all.” 

Bee, 24. 

JESUS ALL AND IN ALL. 

Part VIII.— Col, iii. 11. 

As Christ in all and in all, in creation, provi¬ 

dence, redemption, in the church, in all the privi- 
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leges and blessings of the gospel, and in all duties 

and ordinances,— so he is “ all and in all” as it 

respects all the prospective glory and felicity of the 

believer for ever. In sickness he is our consolation, 

in death our life, and in eternity our portion for ever. 

Our entrance into glory, rests entirely with him. 

They are his mansions; purchased and prepared by 

himself. He receives the spirits of departed saints, 

and awards the crown of glory that fadeth not 

away. He also will raise the body at the last day, 

and fashion it like unto his own glorious body, and 

render it capable of the effulgent glories of the hea¬ 

venly state. Then he also will confess, and proclaim 

the reward of all his people at the last day. From 

his lips shall proceed the glorious welcome, and the 

ecstatic, “ Well done,” “ Come, ye blessed, and 

inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 

foundation of the world ” : then the bliss of the re¬ 

deemed hosts through eternal ages, shall flow from 

him. He will be the river of pleasure and the tree 

of life to the heavenly family for ever. Because he is 

exalted, they shall be exalted, because he lives, 

they shall live also, and be for ever with the Lord. 

On the glories of the Lord, they shall gaze with 

unutterable delight. In the service of the Saviour, 

they shall be eternally employed. And the anthems 

of his redeeming love, they shall sing for ever and 

ever. Through eternity, Jesus will be to the 

heavenly world, “ all and all/ 
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O, that with yonder sacred throng. 
We at his feet may fall. 
And join the everlasting- song. 
And crown him. Lord of all!” 

Dec. 25. 

CHRIST’S NATIVITY. 

Unto us a child is born.—Isaiah, ix. 6. 

Isaiah, at least seven hundred years before the 

Redeemer’s advent, uttered this delightful sentence, 

as though the event had already taken place. 

Christ’s nativity had been long predicted,—the 

pious in Israel, had been intently waiting for its 

accomplishment. Generation after generation had 

passed away since the first intimation of it had 

been given. At length, the momentous crisis ar¬ 

rived,— the fulness of the times, — the period to 

which the purposes of God had referred, and now 

is realised the illustrious event; the long expected 

Messiah is born. Born in our nature, for he was 

truly a human child, made in all points like unto 

us, but without sin. Born at the time signified in 

Jacob’s prophecy, when the sceptre was departing 

from Judah, and the law-given from between his 

feet. Born at the expiration of Daniel’s weeks— 

Born in the place spoken of by Micah the prophet, 

in Bethlehem of Judea. Born of a virgin, as Isaiah 

had said, that “A virgin shall conceive and bring 
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forth a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel, 

" God with us.” Born in circumstances of poverty 

and humiliation, his first residence being borrowed 

from the beasts,—“ Wrapped in swaddling clothes, 

lying in a manger.” Born notwithstanding under 

circumstances of magnificence and glory, a choir of 

angels attesting the fact, and celebrating the event, 

in their anthems of joy. Born to be the world’s illus¬ 

trious prophet, the great priest of the human family, 

and the prince of the kings of the earth. Born for 

us men, and for our eternal salvation. The name 

of the child born, is Jesus, for he shall save his 

people from their sins. 

“ Celebrate Immanuers name. 
The prince of life and peace ! 
God with us, our lips proclaim. 
Our joyful hearts confess; 

God is in our flesh reveal’d. 
Heaven and earth in Jesus join. 
Mortal with immortal fill’d. 
And human with divine.” 

Dec. 26. 

CHRIST’S WORK FINISHED. 

I have finished the work which thou gavest me to do.— 

John xvii 4. 

This forms a part of Christ’s sacerdotal prayer. 

Never was such a prayer presented to Jehovah, 
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from the foundation of the world. How sublime 

is the style which he adopts: how holy and fervent 

is the spirit it breathes throughout; and how com¬ 

prehensive and eternally momentous the blessings 

for which he intercedes. He could say when ad¬ 

dressing his heavenly Father, “ I have finished the 

work which thou gavest me to do.” Not that every 

part of his undertaking was accomplished, for he 

had to perform the most arduous portion of it, in 

drinking the cup of the Divine displeasure, and en¬ 

during the painful and ignominious death of the 

cross. And after death, he had to spoil the king of 

terrors, and burst the gloomy barriers of the tomb. 

To heaven too, he was exalted, not to repose in in¬ 

glorious ease, but to govern his spiritual empire 

and extend his reign to the ends of the earth. But 

he had finished all that active course which had 

been allotted him up to the period of his death. 

He could look back, and behold every engagement 

fulfilled, and every duty performed. He had given 

a full and perfect revelation of the way to eternal 

life: he had given the gospel to the world, and a 

perfect digest of rules for his church. He had 

fully proved his own Messiahship, by his astound¬ 

ing miracles, he had healed all sorts of diseases, he 

had expelled demons, he had forgiven sins, and 

raised the dead : and now he was ready to be of¬ 

fered up, and cease his labour and his life together 
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Dec. 27. 

CHRISTS WORK FINISHED 

Part II.—John xvii 4. 

Three things deserve our attention and imita¬ 
tion in reference to the work of Christ. He en¬ 
tered upon it cheerfully, his holy ardent soul longed 
to commence that blessed work on which his heart 
had been set from eternal ages, so that he went ninety 
miles that he might b6 baptized, and anointed for 
his great undertaking. Then he was also faithful 
in doing all the work assigned him. He did not 
neglect his father’s command in a single instance: 
he was a faithful high priest, over all things in the 
house of God, he ever did the things pleasing 
before him, and was his constant joy and delight, 
in whom he was ever well pleased. Then he was 
constant even unto death: he never wearied, all 
the contempt and sufferings he endured, never 
damped his ardour, nor quenched his zeal. He 
scarcely regarded the demands of nature, 

“ Cold mountains and the midnight air, 
Witness’d the fervour of his prayer! 

\ 

Hence in watching, and prayer, and teaching, and 
healing, and blessing men, he was always engaged, 
and when objects of misery did not come to him, 
“ he went about doing good.” Thus he blessed men, 
and glorified his Father, until the solemn hour ar¬ 
rived, when he should lay down his life for the sal- 
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vation of the world. Have we imitated Jesus in 

cheerfully, faithfully, and constantly doing our mas¬ 

ter’s blessed will. Have we so laboured, that we 

shall be fully ready, whatever hour the Son of Man 

cometh. 

“ O, that each in that day. 
Of his coming may say, 
* I have fought my way through ; 

I have finished the work, thou did’st give me to doV* 

Dec. 28. 
• r 

CHRIST OUR JUDGE. 

Judge of quick and dead.—Acts x. 42. 

Jesus is the Creator of all things, and he 

upholdeth all things by the word of his power. 

All the arrangements of mercy in redemption are 

left to his management and control; so that he is 

“Lord of all.” In like manner, the final judg¬ 

ment of men and angels devolves upon him. He 

will occupy the great and final tribunal, and will 

decide the destiny of the countless myriads of 

accountable beings who shall stand before him. 

As the Judge of the human race, he is admirably 

qualified for the execution of the dread and mo¬ 

mentous undertaking. He will sit upon the throne 

of his glory in the nature of those who stand before 

him. He will appear in the character of a brother, 

to every child of Adam’s posterity. He will thus 
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be able to enter minutely into all the particular 

feelings of each case : he will be able to sym¬ 

pathise with human weakness: he will know what 

allowance to make for the influence of an ungodly 

world, and for the fearful attacks of the Prince of 

Darkness: he will know also the capabilities and 

talents each has possessed, and be able to decide 

upon the precise return each individual should 

make to him. Being in our nature, he will be 

disposed to exercise his compassion and pity to the 

very utmost bounds, consistently with the purity of 

his nature and the rectitude of his laws. How 

cheering is the consideration that Jesus will be 

Judge — he who hath redeemed us, and has so 

greatly exhibited his love to our fallen race. Yet 

this will greatly aggravate the condemnation of 

unbelievers at that day. For then their condem¬ 

nation will not so much arise from violating the 

piinciples of justice, as trampling under foot the 

brightest displays and offers of grace. Such will be 

condemned lor rejecting the love of God, and 

refusing salvation obtained by the precious blood 

of Christ, as of a lamb slain. And that lamb will 

then be upon the throne. And the wrath of that 

lamb ( and who can tell what it comprehends ?) 

will be the portion of the cup of unbelievers for 

ever and ever. 
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Dec, 29. 

CHRIST OUR JUDGE. 

Part II.—Acts x. 42. 

As the final judge of quick and dead, Jesus 

will display absolute integrity and righteousness. 

He will judge the world in <£ righteousness.” He 

is styled the “ righteous judge,” None shall re¬ 

ceive injustice at his hands. All then shall re¬ 

ceive impartially, according to the works done in 

the body, whether good or bad. No appearance 

of wretchedness and anguish will move Jesus then, 

and no amount of bribe will prevent the adminis¬ 

tration of justice to all. His omniscience will 

render his decisions infallibly right, His eyes will 

pierce through every breast. At one glance he 

will discern the state of every heart. Hypocrisy 

will be utterly in vain. Every man will appear in 

his true character, amid the light which shall be 

thrown upon him, from the refulgent brightness 

of the countenance of the Judge. Then his 

almighty power will enable him to execute a 

righteous sentence upon every one who appears 

before him. At the expression of his displeasure, 

the wicked will suddenly depart into everlasting 

punishments. And at his command the righteous 

will be elevated to glory, honour, immortality, and 

eternal life. O, let us not forget that, the lips of 

Jesus are to pronounce the doom of every man. 



590 GOLDEN POT OF MANNA, 

Once he appeared exerting his wisdom, power and 

goodness, in the creation of our world, and in form¬ 

ing man for his own glory. After the apostacy, he 

appeared as the Redeemer, and by his suffering, 

and death, hath placed man within the reach of 

mercy. But at his second advent, he will appear, 

neither as the Creator, nor Redeemer, but as the 

Judge, and will examine the affairs, and decide the 

destiny of this world of ours for ever. 

Dec. 30. 

CHRIST OUR JUDGE. 

Patit III.—Acts x. 42. 

Anticipate the arrival of that day, that great 

day of the Lord, the day for which all other days 

were made, and with which they are so solemnly 

connected. The signs predicted by the prophets, 

are now manifested. Now is the great white throne 

erected. Christ attended with thousands of thou¬ 

sands of angels, takes his seat upon it. The 

trumpet is sounded, and the loud shrill blast, echoes 

the length, and breadth of the world itself. Every 

inhabitant is awakened : every grave and tomb, is 

opened. Behold the universal movement of bone 

to his bone, until at last, there comes forth, the uni¬ 

versal family of man. Not an individual is want¬ 

ing. From Adam, to the last born of our race, all, 

all are present, and stand before the judge of quick 
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and dead. That Judge is Jesus— the despised Ga¬ 

lilean; the reputed impostor of Nazareth. But 

how altered his mien ; how different his appearance 

— no longer arrayed in the garbs of poverty, no 

longer the man of sorrows, the companion of pub¬ 

licans and sinners; no longer wearing the mock 

apparel, the thorny crown, the tantalizing reed. 

His face shines, as the sun at noon-day: on his 

head are many crowns, myriads of angels, minister 

unto him, the heavenly hosts worship before him: 

the unnumbered crowds of human beings stand 

in his presence. He opens the books, the believ¬ 

ing, whose names are recorded in the book of life, 

are justified, confessed, and glorified before an 

assembled world. The wicked and the fearful, and 

the unbelieving, quake and tremble, before him. 

They cry to the rocks to fall upon them. But 

they cry in vain; the rod of judgment is stretched 

forth, and the attendant officers, bind them hand 

and foot, and they are cast into outer darkness, 

where there is weeping, and wailing, and gnashing 

of teeth. 

Dec. 31. 

CHRIST, THE OMEGA. 

—And Ofnega.—Rev. i. 8. 

Jesus is styled the beginning of the creation os 

God, and here he says “I am Alpha,” that is the be-- 
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ginning, and <e Omega,” that is the ending. The 

world was not only made by him, but for him, so that 

all things were created for his pleasure and glory. 

All things were purposed and overruled to subserve 

his own glory. So also, he is the Omega of re¬ 

demption. While he contemplated the salvation of a 

perishing race, so he also, designed along with it, to 

exhibit all his glorious perfections, and to magnify 

that law which was a perfect transcript of his own 

mind. Hence in redemption we have the greatest, 

and most clear revelation of the character and at¬ 

tributes of God.— 

“ The highest seraph never saw 

So much of God before.” 

And he is the Omega of all the institutions con¬ 

nected with his church on earth. Prayer shall be 

made for him continually, and daily shall he be 

praised. His name shall endure as long as the sun, 

all nations shall be blessed in him, and call him 

blessed, of his reign and dominion, there shall be 

no end. And he will be the Omega of all the 

glories and services of the heavenly world. When 

his triumphs are completed on earth, he will be 

seated on his celestial throne—around which there 

will be the rainbow, in appearance like unto an 

emerald. To him shall endless praise be paid, by 

the ^worshipping hosts of heaven; and they shall 

sing the wonders of his grace for ever. Dear read¬ 

er, have you by perusing these short exercises, re- 
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ceived an increase of knowledge, concerning the 

person, offices, work, and glory of the Redeemer ? 

Does his person appear more lovely, his offices more 

dignified, his work more important, and his glory 

more illustrious ? Do you believe in him more firmly, 

love him more fervently, and obey him with more 

alacrity and delight ? Are you more prepared to 

deny yourself, and to bear the cross more cheerfully 

for his sake ? Is communion with him more sweet, 

and are you less attached to earth, and more ready 

to die, that you may be with Jesus, which is far 

better ? If these happy effects have been produced 

then the end of writing these exercises, is fully an¬ 

swered, and to Jesus, who is the Omega of all 

things, let all the glory be ascribed, both now and 

evermore. Amen. 

To Christ, the lamb upon the throne. 
Be endless praises given ; 

By all the saints on earth beneath. 
And all the hosts of heaven. 

FINIS. 

J. H. ST A HIE, PRINTER, 59, MUSEUM STREET. 
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